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REESSHSSHPPI  AFL-€E®
#r.   Claude  Rausay,  President  of  the  miBsiBsippi  AFL-GIG,   spoke  at

¥ougaloa  College  WeaeeBd&y  night  on   "Mig8igBippi  Elections  and  the  Ifabor
Movement . "

He  said  that  the  State  AFL-CI0  now  hag  about  60,000  members,  including
`5a8°3S¥€¥±8&:€8::±¥8tw3=ks£:. stg€e:&±£  ¥3:thg£.:?e  urfuon  strength  is  in

EhLe  AFL-CIO  executive  committee  has  tried  to  interview  all  candid&rfee.a
for  Governor  aLbd  Lieutenant  Governor  and  has  sent  quegtiontraireg  to  &l-i
c&ndid&t©s  for  other  state  and  district  offices.     this  was  done  so  the
union  could  decide  which  candidates  represented  the  workers  interests  and
should  be  Supported  by  them.     Gandid&tes ,who  did  not  answ.er  the  question-
naire  or  did  trot  meet  with  the  cotrmittee,  were  not  considered  for  union
support .

RIP.  Ransay  g&id  tba±  he  feels  the  diost  important  races  this  year  are
fol'  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  State  Superintetident  of  Education,
afid  tke  three  Highway  Oormissioners.     He  8&id  that  the  AFH-OI0  will  Support
Garvin  Johnston  for  Superiat©ndent  of  Education  because  his  opponent,
Bc!`Fd  Gelding,  vas  the  unLite  Citizens  Council  candidate  I.our  years  ago.
H€  said  that  W.H.   (Shag)  ftyron,   rurming  for  IIighway  Commissioner  in  rfehe
8authern  DistHict,  would  get  union  Support  bec&uge  he  has  promised  that
fflegroes  would  get  their  fair  E!hare  of  jobs  in  the  State  Highway  DepeLr¢ment.

Mr.  Ransay  said  that  if  Barnett,  Williams,   or  Swan  win  the  Democ}¥&tic
primary  election,   the  AEL-CI0  will  ffupport  the  Republican  Candidate,   fiul3el
Phil2.iEg.     He  Said  that  only  William  Winter  and  William Waller,   of  the
cant¥idates  for  Governor,   saw  fit  to  meet  with  the  union  committee.     B®.th
of  fahem  tteougkt  that  it  would  hurt  their  c&mp&igns  to  have  the  open  gupgoHt
of  organized  iabQr.

sa±&To££€£  ±£:g#::ph:¥etE:eEF£:g¥g±ggff¥t¥ngnELp3E±€g:g££Bg:gg#3£ :  a#g€:y
A3.ien  Johnson  of  d&ckson,   Jegge  Epps  of  Clarksdale,   and  Rev.   John  Perking
cf  Memdenhall  have  been worfring  in  many  communities  to  get  voter  regis-
fa.#atiQti  and  voter  edtic&tion  programs  set  up.

He  said  that  the  Southern  H©gional  Council  of  Atlcat&,   Georgia,  fiad
`?oHtributed  &bou€  $50,COO  in  th.e  last  6  weeks  to  voter  programs  in  25'  ELs~
sj.ssippi  counties.

During  the  two  weeks  before  the  registraLtion  deadline,  about  goo  flew
voters  were  added  to  the  rolls  in  Hinds  a
students  working  it±  the  evetaingg.     Bh®

by  20  dackson  State  Gallege

"rs.  Hazel  Bratinon  Smith  for  the  sit&te  legislatu

Btrar  kept  the  offiee
open  mntii  9  p.in.   for  *h©  Special  drive,   RamsgLy  said'.
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was  btirEed  late  that  night.    Mrs.   Smith  has  spoken  out  for  a  long  time,
though  She  is  white,  for  rvggro  rights  and  jtisi;ice  in  mBgisBippi.    However,
She  hag  not  given  8uppor*  to  fthe  F.D.P„   the  feest  org&nifed  politie&1
group  in  Holmes  Cotitity,   feelitig  that  they  go  too  far  on  some  issues.}

Ramg&y  said  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  position  taken  by  the  Holmes
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office.    Ramsay  believes  that  now  that  RTegroeB  have  gotten  the  vote,   they
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