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We  have  been  retained  by  Mrs.   Ollie  Mae  Brown  and
Mrs.   Mar.garet  Broun,   the  mother  and  wife  of  Benjamin
Broun,   to  investigate  his  killing  and  the  possibility
of  a  lawsui.t.     Th6  investigation  would  be  to  determine
whether  Benjamin  Brown  was  deprived  under  color  of  law
of  his  conBtltutional  rights,  privileges  and  iinmunities,
in  this  case  his  right  not  to  be  summarily  punished  by
being  killed  without;  cause.

It  ig  sad  that  the  white  communit.y  in  Jackson,
particularly  as  expressed  by  certain  news  media,   is  so
insecure  and  prejudiced  that  they  discount  the  killing  of
a  Negro  youth  and  immediately  rationaliz!e  it  by  assuming
and  claiming  that   it  was  justified.     Mrs.   Brown  has  tolci
m®  that  she  brought  up  her  sons  to  respect   the  law,   but
the  law  does  not  respect  Negroes,   and  his  oldest  brother,
talking  of  Ben's  civil  rights  activi.ti`ea,   said  that  he
worked  in  all  those  rough  places  in  the  Delta  and  got
killed  where  he  was  born.

Contrary  to  some  published  repor.ts,   Benjamin  Brown
was  not  a  criminal  and  it  appears  that  his  previous
arrests  were  all  for  civil  rights  activities.     Our
investigation  at  this  time  indicates.  that  he  was  not
charging  the  police  lines  or  attacking  the  barriers.
According  to   eyewitnesses,   Mr.   Brown  had   come  out   of  a
restaurant  on  I,ynch  Street,   where  he  had  gone  to  eat,
a  few  seconds  before  he  was  shot   in  the  back;   t,hat  he
was  on  the  sidewalk  and  the  people   skirmishing  with  the
police  were  in  the  street;   that,  he  was  not  involved  in
any  demonstration  during  the  brief  period  prior  to.  his
having  been  killed,  and  that  a  number  of  police  officers
aimed  and  shot  their  guns  directly  at  Negroes,   rather
than  over  their  heads.    The  names  of  certain  of  these
officers  Who  have  been  identif ied  have  been  furnished
to  appropriate  law  enforcement  officia'1s.

It  should  be  noted  that  tpe  police  did  not  fire  guns
at `the  mob  of  white  students  who  were  rloting  at  Southern
Mi.Bissippi  U.   last  week,  nor  did  the  U.   S.   Marslials  fire
their  guas  at  the  mob  of  white  Students  who  rioted  at
Ole  Mi`ss  ln  1962  even  t.hough  €her®  wag  greater  provocation.

Alvin  J.   Bronstein
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Dear  Lord,

How  much  cab  I  take!
IN    nemor;a/     Of     8ENJ-a#r:Wdyw

seeing  my  son  lyltig  on
the  pavement  with  aL
bullet  in rig  back,
spine  smash all  up,
What  can  I  say!
Dear  Lord,
My  beart  iB  broken  into
millions  of  little  pieces,
each  piece  representing
each  little black  child
who  has  to  go  through  a  wall
of  prejudice  `aB  he  grow  up.
Oh!     Lord,   I  watch
my  Bob  grow  year  by  year;
I  remembered  his  flrBt  Step
and  his  first  word.
I  remember  praying  for  him
each  night  while  he  was
in  Sail
I  remember  when  I  pray
for  his  safety,
but  now  he  ig  over
in  Jordan,
sometime  I  wonder,
how  far  is  heaven.
Amen . 8   LJ   F\   c   lt
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Students   TaKe     ACTION
Students  on  several  campuses  in  the  South  have  .rebelled  lately

against  old-fashioned  rules,  low  educational  Standards,  unfair
admltii8tratlon  policies,  and  other  campus  atid  coiDmunity  issues.
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getting  the  school  bus  into  Jackson  to  carry  students  back  to  campus
from  Jack8on  State  a.enonstrations.    ]he  student  who  drove  the  bus
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