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RACE HEL il'l' I ON3 ~ SOME IMPRESSIONS 

Louisiana is a truly southern state in its attitude 
toward race r elat. i ons. The pa t tern of d2ytime segregetion 
and night- time i ntegra t i oIl is charClcteristic to this system. 
BeforeCORE came t n Loui s 'dna, the generAl attitude of the 
white conununity was a paternalistic nne. However, now that 
the Negro in Louisiaad is demanding his due, the white 
population has become fanat i cally npPf)sed to any fnrm of 
integration" 1Alhi te a u thor1. -t:,i e s, rather thc3n integrating . 
a facili ty, will close it and deny themselves' its use (i.e. 
the Plaquemine and Ba t ~n R::mge swim.'1ling pools, the Clinton 
public library )" Vario us g:coups such as the KKK, the 
Citizens Coun cil adhere r i g i dly to 8 policy of total 
segreg2 ti (; n. 

Loui s :!. a na , howe 'J ~ r ) i3 not c r-d.ssissippi Factors .0 

influenc:Lng it ... fi libel'Ci. l1' VE':le e l' are its mixed (French, 
Spanish , etc.) pOP"J.JoT. iOll ;J nd ::..ts c!)ntact with the out
side world ( th:cough tl~ :.l de) both historiCAlly an d currently. 
Not far be ned th th i s fac a rl.e j h ) IH8',rer, most Louisiana whites 
are true red· ·ne ck big!) l; s LLke t heil' sOIJthern ne ighbors. 
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A SHORT HI STORY OF NEGRO VOTI NG IN LOUIS I ANA: 

Fi"'011l l'I?J~ nnr,i l l R6l , t he ri ,}' t t l') vnt e wa s given tn fre~ 
w-IJlte men onl y . L _llisi.1 n Q voted in J~nuary of 1861 t " s e c _de 
from the Union by 0n1y 3, 1.52 1M t e s i n a tntA1 of " ver 3 7 ,00 0 
vot e s . By 1\'1;::y 1 Qf t he t ye,qr Feder i=J l t r oo ps h,1d nc cupied t r;e 
sout he r n part of Loui s i r:l nn incl uJ i ng New Or l em s . Negr o Feder
a l troops were org~ n i2\e d in l R62 under Negr o offi cers r:lnd 
f ought with considerabl e success f or t he rest of t he war . 
Slavery , however, existed i n 13 of the 48 ppr i shes unt il 1864 . 
The Constituti on adopt ed i rt t hat yenr was the f i rs t of Loui s
iana 's Reconst ruction a cts . It pr0vide f 0r (1) the a bol i t i ') n 
of slavery ; (2) suffr age fo r Negr oe s whn ha d S9E- n mi lit ary ~er-
vice; who owned property, and who showed "int. e l l e ct uf.l l fit

ne s s ", and (3 ) equal educCl t i ()TIC' l oppor tuni t i e s f or wh i t es and 
Negroes. This Const i tuti on was not univer sall y ado pt ed and i t 
was oft en i gnored by the Lni on gener a l. 

The Republ i can party ( t he f i rst gI'!"J np t r; publ i cnl ly r e cng !. 
n i ze' t he need f or f ull Ne g'(,r fr,:l nc hi 3'3 ) , meeting i n September , 
lS65 , ca l l ed for t he " j 11st i ce and ,s f.l f'c:: t y" of universAl Negrn 
suffrage, an d demanded "l ibert y ?:I nri equality f n t' Al l men It , Of 
the III d01eg3.tes t o t!19 mcet-1.. ~lg: 20 were Hegr 0 . l-h wever the 
~mo cra t i c party, meet,ine; t:1e s.::\rr:e year, stl3.t ed : "t hi s i s a 
government of white peGr:e - Pf.; 0D: ,e of /i.f~i c :) n de s cent · CAnnnt 
be consid0red ~s U. S. citizens. There can in no event. •.• be 
any equality." 

Negroe s voted f or the firs t t i.me rn N-'vembe r 6) 1, 65 •. HQwever, 
with Lincol n ' s ~tir:3lv death the sit url t i rm d\;'t:;e r i 0rc; ted. TA1hite 

mob vinl ence, lynchings, ~nd new bl r ck crdes pimec pt r e s 
toring Loui s i ana t n ente-bel lurn cr-ndit i 0 ns . The se blAck cn des 
forbad the Negro populptinn from: ( l )sell i ug f"'I r b~rte ring per
sonal property; ( 2)re~iding in cert~in t own s ; {3 )entering 0the r 
t owns ; or (4 )coniucting re l igious se r vi ce s wi t hout .;:l Derm i t . 
The s e laws and t he ensu i ng vi olence f or ce d he Feder !'11 f!overn
ment to begi n D full t i me military occuppt i on . . 

At this time congress pBssed the 13th, 14th, vnd 15th Amend
ments calling for (13th) freedom for Rll s1~ves; (14 th)state 
and U.S. Citizenship for ~ll Negroes and equ~l protection under 
the laws for all ; and (15th) quareanteeing the ri~ht to vote . 
regardless of race, color, or condition ef prevlous serVitude. 



Congress also pEl s sed , ove r ~r~ s id nt .J,?hnson ' s vet o , the 
Re 'JllSt..L' th.tioll Acts of 1367 i'\i'l'HCh (1 )requl r ed a s e ce ded ste te 
t .. l hold a consti vt l i.nllp.l cu I1 \'8nt i orl w',th de10gp. t es elect ",' 
W'ithout regard t o r ace or color; (2 )tha t t his const i t ut ion 
must be adop r,vJ by a mo j or l ty of the vo·t el' s pnd £'~ p lV ~ J by 
the C !J.G t"ess and (J) t h2 t t he st .? t e legi s L'1 tul'e ::5 must f' do -;:) t 
the 14th f\mendmc llt~ ~)ei'ore the sta te wa s a ll owed to be rep r e
t';~ llt. L! d in Congress . 

In J ':-Ill11: :ry 01' 1868, t he Re publicc'lD Forty met to nominAte 
a s] o.te of sta te office l' s. The pDrty wa s split . nt u t wo fn ctions: 
the rAd i cAls who s upported a Negru gove rllo r pnd the white Re
public(}ms who wanted ,!') whi t e sltlte . A comprirnise WA S effected 
a nd a wh i te m,':m , W,'3 rmoth , wa s nominf'ted , with Negroes nomi
nate d for Lieutena nt Governor (Osc r1r J . Dunn) C'nd Tre" surer 
( J\ntionne Duduclet) . 

The se ca ndidates were ele cted wit h t he Aid of the Negro 
\rote And a new cons t i tut ion WD S· pCl ssed in I P:6~ . This const i..!.. 
t ut i on desegrega ted the schools, adopted the Bill of Ri gl t s , 
re j ected a litera cy te s t, and prohibited di sc r i mi nf'tion in 
public conveycl.nce s a nd public ' ac como d,"l tions. Illl'::my Negro cC'n
didat es were e l e cted to lo cnl , s tf'te, ~ nd fed ern l offices 
dur ing this period ( e.g .~ three of five New Orleans police 
Commissioners we r e Negro ). 

However this government wa s m~intn ine d only by the inter
ce s sion of Federa l t roop s ond local pol i ce . There were two 
go vernments in Loui si~na from 1866 to 1877. The Democrats 
used every t ri ck a t t e i r di sposa l to discredit ~nd disrupt' 
the Re publ ican ndmi ni s t r 3t i on. Locnl white group s (the Klan, 
the Knights of t he White Camel i a , ,:md the Innocents) were 
forme d t o a i d the loca l white Democrat ic mi nority . 

Governo r Warmoth, trying to plnc c3. te the se white el ements , 
re fused to enforce t he anti-serregA tion 10ws; c3.nd on ree . 7 ; 
Lieutenant Go ve r nor sine Dunn 's dea th in 1871 be C:>me governor. 
He ca pa bly served out the rest of ~~ rmoth's te~m, tough he met 
iwt h considerable opposition. 

In Jan uary of 1873 t he' Republicnn cp.nd id8t e, Kellog, 2 white 
man, was e le ct ed gove rnor , with C.C . Anto i ne ( Negro ) AS hi 
lieutenant . Democratic oppositi9n incre Ase d. On Se ptember 14, 
1874, the l ocal Knights of t he White Gamelin fo ught A bflttle 
with Federal troop s e nd l oc?l poli ce in New Orlepns And f or a 
brief period took ove r the s t a te c~ pitol. 

By 1879, the Democrats with t he help of A lArge Negro vote 
were strong enough to elect Go v . Nicholls. However, he (Iui ckly 
forgot his campeign promises to respect the r ights of the Negro 

population. The lS77 withdrawel of Federal troops by President 

http:plncc3.te


-h-


Hayes s i gnClled the end of Rec onstruction throughout the South. 
fUthough .3 few Negroes he ld stat e of f i ces unt i l H!96, 1877 
marl s the la s t da t e of an enligh~ene d Loui siana . Betwee n 1868 
and 1896 , Loui s i ana elected: 

two Ne gr o Congressmen ( Menard and Na sh) 

one Negr o Sennt or (pinchback) 

32 Negro stA t e senato rs 

9 5 Negr o stat repre sentative s 


Gov. Ni choll s wi t h the Constitut i on of 1879 instituted 
Vlh i t e SUpl'ell.::t CY. Wh i l e t hi s Consti t ut ion cAnce lled pll other 
}lrnvJ si OW3 of the 1868 Constitution which were f tt vol'A ble t o 
Negr oes, it did not r e s tri ct their right t o vote. 

After t he ele ction of I P96 , the new governor, Foster , (who 
had been e l ected t he the Negro votB ) called for a new const i 
tution. This constit uiton establ ishe d t he infnmous Gr8 nd 
f ather Clause, wh i ch immed i a tely' cut 125~000 Negroes off t he 
voting rol l s ~ of a to t al of 130,000 ) . 'lhis election ~l so 
saw the l as t Negroe s el e cted t o sta t e office - three state 
r epre sentat i ves ( Bourgeois - St. Ch~rles' Fauri s - St. Thm
many; and Ca sacAlvo - Ea st Baton PLOuge ) .~ A few Neg r oes have 
held Fede ral pOsit i ons since then in the South - i.e. ~~lter 
Cohen, Comptrolle r of Cus toms). 

Ther e was no change unt il 1915 when the Uhited State s Su- ' 
preme Co urt de clared t he Gr andfathe r Clause unconstitut i onal. 
The state Constitutiona l Conve ntion t hen establishe d the Con
sti t uti onal i nterpr etation t est (which had bee n r ejected by 
the same body as i mmoral in 1(96) as a mea ns of denying the 
vote to Negroe s . This test was not used, howeve r , unti l l q 54 
s ince the all -white remo cratic primary kept Negroe s from having 
any say i n.l..l o cal politics and disco uraged any i'k..: gro r egist ration 
a t all. ( From 1921 to 1946 Negro regi st rat i on wa s ne ver mo re 
than I %or-t he tot al . They rep re sented one-third of the popu
lation , howeve r. ) 

In 1944 , the lily-white pr ima ry wa s de clare d unconstitu
tional . The return of Negro soldiers afet r vi r Id War I I and 
the 1954 s chool desegregation decision spurred a Negr o voting 
drive. 

This intensif ied Negro voting drive ca used a re~ ctioH among 
white s whi ch r e s ulted in the creation of the off i cial State 
Segregat ion Commi ssion (n ow the State ~Sovere ignty Commis sion) 
and the s emi-of fic ial V~it e Cit i zens ~ounc i l. Both groups were 
coordinate d by state senato r v-villiam :B-1 Ra ina ch and Attorney 
William M Shaw. Their poli cy 1,;"a s t o conduct purp'e s of rtlOst of 
the newly registered Negro voters through implement i ng , dis 
honestly, the constitutional i nterpr eta tion t e sts . 



-5

Thi s grossly unfa i r and overtly prejudic i a l t reatment of 
Negroes in Loui s i ana , of 00 urse; cont i nues to t hi s day. The 
Civil Right s Act s of 1957 , 19 59, and 1964 , the Justi ce ~
pert ment's 21 pa r ish deci sion , a nd the Vot ing Rights Law of 
1965, represent t he only fa i nt rays of a new s un about t o r i se. 

For addit i onal informat i on, see : 

1. 	The Negro i n Lo ~i siana, by Charles B. Ro usseve, 

Xa vier ni ve r sity Pr ess, New Orl eans 193 7 


2. 	 U.S. Y... Louisi ana 1. ( Faste rn District of Louisiana , U. S . 

l1lStr i ct lJourt , Civil Action No. 2548 ) ma j ority 

opini on by Judge Minor l'fi sdom. ( Ava ilable f r om 

the U.S. Attorney ' s off i ce in Ne w Or leans. ) 


RE GISTRATION AND VOTI NG : 

Registration and vot i ng , while ope n to all in theory, 

are st i ll almost exclus i ve l y white pr ivilege s i n Louisia na. 

The 1963 r egi st ra t io n l aws are va stly r e strictive. Up t o 

t hi s t ime, minor lega l vi olat ions or supposed mor al devi a 

t i ons are suff icient to disa ualif y a potential vote r. 


Unfa i r admi ni str ation of the cit i 7.ensr ip t e st, harrass
ment duri ng r egis t rat i on, and even the c los ing of the re . . i s 

. t ra t i on books i ndefi nit ely are all common methods to keep' 
Ne gr o r eg i strat i on at a mi ni mum in Louisia na . 



THE LONGS IN SHORT : 

A rather un ique a spe ct of Louisiana ' s historv , the Long 
"dyna sty ll , wh i ch rul ed t he s ta te for ma ny years, was r e spon
sibl e fo r mol ding Lo ui s iana i nto more t han merely a Dee p 
South s t a t e, but rathe r i nto a medley of bits of gentlema nly 
"sout hern heri tage " , ba ckwoosiness, ol iga rch i ca l pol i t,i cs, 
and fair play. The "dynasty V! was, in actua l ity, onl y t,wv m n , 
t hough their inf l uence on the state is perma nent. 

Huey, the first of the Longs , used politi ca l cor r uption 
t o its full est advantage ,-pla ye d interest groups a ~A inst ) 
each other, and , in short, r an a one-man show. Significantly , 
Huey wa s a mong t he fi rst governors to appe a l t o the poor and 
the Negro. Li ke hi s brother, Earl, it is impossible to deter
mine mot ives on a que s tion l i ke t his ; probab l y neither favored 
~ntegratio n no r t ot al eradicat i on of poverty , but both rea 
Ji7.ed the t remendous pote ntial i n the unorgan i 7 ed vote of 
the l owest segment s of t he population. Both men were anti
orga ni zation me n , and both oppo sed, and were opposed by, the 
moneyed men of New Or leans. 

It wa s Huey who instit ut ed a massive we l fare 'progrAm, 
unlike anything ever seen anywhere in the So uth , much of 
t he benefit s of wh i ch went to ~egro e s . The f ee ling i s thAt 
i t wa s re sent ment against t his assistance to th e poor and the 
Negroe s that fina lly expl od ed in Huey's assas ina tion. 

Earl cont inued i n Huey 's pa th, but with cons' d er~blv'more 
skill and v i go r. flUn cle Earl " , as he wa s fondl y called, con
tinue d Huey's we l f a r e progra m and added a school lunch pro
gr am a s we l l . Pe rhaps mo s t re levAnt here were his actions in 
t he civil r i ghts field. Earl , like Huey, was no "n i g l?'e r love r " 
but he did more than a ny other s outhern governor Rt that 
t i me to acceed to Negro dema nds. The famous stor y here 
i nvolve s a request by a gr oup of Negroes to hAve Negro doc
t ors ' and nurses employe d -a t Chari t y Hospita l in New Orleans. 
Okay, replied Uncle Earl , but you won 't nece SSArily Approve 
of my met hods. Shortly t hereafter he visited the hospital 
and b l ew up at the ho spi tal administrators f or a llowinr t he 
"fl owers of white woma nhood " to handle Negr o ma l e pat i ents. 
Administra t ors, in a f renzy , ra pidly pulled all white nurse s 
off the Negro wa rd s and repla ced them with Negroe s. 
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Earl knew where his powe r ca me fro m, and it was for this 
rea son that i n 19 59 he berate d the State Legislature for C, ')I1

templ a i ng a pur ge ..)f Negro voters. Claime Earl, Negro " 5. 

we r e fine people and as equally entitled to the vote a s whltes. 
Furth n nor€ , he ranted, how many legislators could prove no 
l1e ro b l oo d in their ancestry. POinting his finge r and calling 
name s ( Raina ch among them)he note d that a good many sO-Gal l e d 
honest men were part icipating'in Ifsun-down 11 int;c):!:l"El"Lion a nd 
tha t seve r al ha d t wo f amilie s , a white one and a co 101'80 , lIl t" . 

The at t ack was t00 c no id for the 1.0[';i sl:) L O l-~ a nd as with 
Hllcy 1-. 11>1 " P P'" ':L Vi.I)]l fi n . lly gaineJ the upper hAnd; ill r e <..:tly 
a rt.;er tha t speech to the legj slatl1 t'e , Earl's wife, Mrs. 
Blanche Long (now a n active fi gure in f>.1cKe ithen's g ,1vern
ment) ha d h im commi t tee. to a pr ivate mental hospital in 
Texas. This f a ct is well 1010 \-/11; what is usually not known 
a re the r ea s ons f or it. 

With his usual tena city, Earl wormed his way out of the 
institution and fired all those in his government who had 
put him in . The stra in was great, however; one finFil politic? l 
cOHlpflign and a ppli tic ,1 defeat wa s all Uncle Ea rl could 
st nd J and he di ed in 1960. 

Earl 's defe a t (he r a n for lieutenant governor in 1960) 
sin ce Louisi a na gove rnors c,:mnot succeed thems e lve s) was 
s ignific~ nt. I t indicAted t ha t the'opposition - states 
righ ters, di e - llElrd segregationists, a nd weal thy conserva 
tive s ~ had finAl ly united . It has been suggested'that Earl's 
defeat , and this new union of conservative forces, mRrked 
Loui s iana 's modern entrpnce into Deep South politics. In many 
s enses this is-true. Since the Longs depended so heavily on 
~he Negro vote, they did all the y could to maintain 9 good 
lmage on tha t front. The 1960 governor's campaign found the 
fir s t use of race-hate slogans typical of elections else
where and now a part of life here . The anti - Long coalition 
d i d Lovisiana a disservice and led it backwarrls into history. 

The D9.vis- Ivbrrison campa ign of 1960 set the tone. McKei then 
only repeated the Davis s loge. ns : If Fight the Federal powe r 
gra b • .•• K.O. the Kennedy ' s •••• The NAJ'. CP is against me •.•• 
Time Magazine Ys l\.~n of the Year , Martin Luther King, is 
aga inst me •• .. Please help me T1 • It was on this pl?tform t}-l at 
McKeithen wa s elected. Th e tre nd, unfortunate ly, is just 
begi nning. 

While there a re i ndividuals that benr the na me Lo ng (L e ., 
Senator Russell Long a nd Gillis Long, an unsuc cessful can

dida te for governor in 1964); they a re no t legitimpt ely part 
of the Long herita ge. Ra ther , they ha ve been won over bv t he ' 
conse r va tive coali tio n and are now indistingui shAble from it. 

http:sloge.ns
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RECENT FEDE RAL ACTION I N LOUISI ANA: 

It was not until the middle of the late President Ken
nedy' s te rm that t he Just ice IBpartment be ga n conscien
ciously t o a pply civi l r i ghts legislation already sever81 
yea r s old . ~hile the De partment's activities from 1961 to 
t he present represent t he most massive Assault to d~te on 
Louisia na's discriminatory voter qualification laws, they 
a re sti ll woefully i nade quate to overcome the years of 
white t yranny. 

The department began its C1ttack on a pnrish-by-pr:c ish 
basi s; i t has now broadened its approach to cover the state . 
a s a whole. Its fi r st successful case WAS U.S. v. !\ssociation 
of Citiz en s Councils a rgued in November 1951, and involving 
Bienv ille Parish. The Ci tizens Council had been responsible 
fo r a purge of a la rge number of Negro voters; the court 
ordered them put ba ck on the rolls, and, in finding R pat
tern of discrimn tion i n the r egistrar's office, ordered the 
regist rar t o stop di scriminat ing . In the latter order the 
court: meant t ha t i f a Negro failed the voter revistrat ion 
t est, he could a pply to t he Federal Circuit Court wi thin 
t en days and t he Court wo uld test his oualifications. In 
1962, a simi12r de ci sion was m0 de for East Carroll Parish 
the tegistrar qui t and the lo c~l federal judge was empow
ere d to process appli c~ tions. Similnr CRses were a lso de c ided 
fa vo r bly in M3dison and Ja ckson Parishes, although the 
former is now unde r fl ppe a l . In vVa shington Parish the' Justice 
Department got t wo injunctions a g inst the re~istra r, to 
s top dis crimina ting a nd to put purge d voters back on the 
r olls . ' Suit s a r e now pe nding i n Red River, Webster, St. 
Hel ena, East Feli c i a na a nd We st Feliciana Parishes. 

Nove mber, 1963 marked the beginning ofa new era; a spe
c i Al thr ee -judge panel rul ed (2 :1) in U.S. v Louisiana that 
in 21 pa r ishes the constitutional test was being used to 
di sc r i mina te against Negroes and was therefore unconstitu
tional. The Court furthe r ruled that the 21 registrars would 
have 'to submit monthly r eports noting all applicants, their" 
race, action taken, and, if rejecte d , reasons for rejection. 
Signif i ca ntly , it, wa s Judge West; arch-enemy of CO RE and a 
Kennedy appointee, who di ssented. Now unde r consider;:)tion 
t hree- jud~e pa nel is U. S. v Louisiana BOArd of Re g istration 
which attacks the use of the LR-l form (application cardr-
a s a test and asks that the Court rule thRt it can he used 
t o obta in informGtion only. 



In early 1965, the firs \., f'ederal suit in thj S :::I t.l::It,e lUHJer the 
Public Jacilities Sect jon of' t.ho "!'9~!" G:i.,,-l.l Righ 5 Law was 
filed by the Just i ce Department against seven restaurants in 
Bogalus~. 

'!he courts, however, are inherently slow moving. Lecisions 
can be years in coming, and fre~uently s t ate and parish offir.t~lG 
find ways of continuing discrimin:'ltory practices despite court 
order (witness East and West Feliciana Parishes). The Justice J 

Department is hopelessly understaffed and ov~·worked . MJreover, 
local Federal j"olcges are likely to rule agQ i:1st civel r i ghts 
groups since they are usually Southerners themselves. Jurlf!e 
E. Gordon West is a classic ease; he has st~t.ed from the bench th~t, 
the May 17, 1954 decision is one of the truly r egrettable oecis ion3 
of our times. II 

It is evident, therefore, that the courts c~n , at ~ost, help
lay ground work for full equality of all citi ?ens. It 1S up to 
us to keep up the pressure tha t first cause~ the Justi ce Lepartment 
and the courts to act. 

POLITICS IN LOUISIANA : 

Since Reconstruction, the state h~s been run b y the racist , 
white-supremist, Democrati c Party oligarchy. Wi th the notable 
exception of the Long dynasty , this power in the hands of the few 
has led to all sorts of abuse. The oligarchy's means ann direction 
are quite unsophisticated and their campaigns have been based 

on a raCist, hate platform. The last two gubernatoria l election 
saw two party North Louisiana (Davis and McKeithn) defeat DeLessep ' 
Morrison, a more liberal South Louisiana candidate who refused to 
use the public's prejudices to gain election. Tne power structure 
tends to be wealthy and little concerned with the average poor
citizen. The Citizens Councils which interlock with the formal 
power structure caused the n~mes of few poor whites to be purped
along with the names of Negroes from the voting rolls. The 
power today remains in the hands of the few much as it w~s :in 
pre-Civil War times. 

In last November 's election; Louisiana was one of the stAtes 
Goldwater carrierl, because of the s~me fa ctions thAt put Me Ke i t hen 
and Davis in previous elections . The following mAp indicPtes 
voting by parish in the past federal elec~ion: 
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EDUC ATION I N LOUJSIANA: 

Louisiana's bAckward educa t ionpl system of tod~y is the 
direct r.escenda nt and re s ult of t he stA te' s extreme~y in
adequate early educptional exper i ences. 

With the'exception of an i ntegrat e s chool ' system during 
Reconst r uct i on , Loui siana had litt l e inter est in, and a lloted 
almost no money for publ ic educ~ tion unt i l after' 1900 . Even 
state p blications {Publ ic Education in LouisianA, publ i shed by
LSU) are f orced t o a~mit that t he sys t em of slavery had '~ 
significantly retarding effect upon theeoucat i onRl a s well 2S 
the economic and so cia l devel opment o.f Louis i ana. 1! ( ti t h t he 
aforehent i oned exception of Reconstruction , Loui s i a na s chool s 
have crippled themselves by enforcin~ a system of seFre~Rtion . ) 

No t until 1914 WAS the r e an a ccredited hi~h s chonl in t he 
s t a te, a nd by 1931 only 114 hAd be acc re dited. Loui siani ans had 
to wa i t unti l 1944 fo r a twelve grade e ducation svstem. Of 
course the si t uat i on in Negro school s WA S far worse. The first 
Negro high sc .001 i n West Fe lic i ana , for example , WP s be~un i n 1945 
a nd in East Felici an a formRl hi gh school for Negroe s wa s no t 
establishe d unt i l l ate in 1960 ( an unb~lievR I v Ipte dR ~ e f or 
e ducat i on i n the U. S. ) . Many ac cepted ner.essitie s of mon er n 
education ~re just bein~ ins i t uted in Loni s i ana. ( Compulsory 
at tendance, for example, i s not r equire d, And t he state i s proud 
of the fact t hat slightl y less t hp n one-tenth of i t s t e ~ chers 
have not hAd a collpge educ,qtion. ) The meci!3 n income in lql)~ 
f or whi t e teacher (~~4,654.92 ), a f ourfold i n crease o"e r lQ30, w::> s 
sti l l less then the start i np- scla ry f or t~Achers in New York 
Ci ty (approximat e l y ~~5 ,3 00.) The' state I s tea cher-pup i l rAt io 
a nd percent of s t a t e and local r evenues spe nd on edUCAtion is a 
l ow 35th nAtionally. 

I t i s cl ea r tha t Lo u' sian~ educft i on t odAY i s looki ng 
fo rward to a f ar di stant future, a f uture which h AS been A l ong
time realitv i n most ot hpr stAte s. 

The system of se~re ga ted educa tion, illegA l l y pra ct.i ced in 
Louisiana since 1954 , clearly deni es bot h r a ces the oppor tunity
for a good education. Recent studies have shown t ha t not only 
is segr egat ion in school s personally dD mag i ng a nd un l awful , but 
it also is a reta r di ng f~ ct or in the t ota l education~ l proce ss . 
A Wall Street Journal report ( Januery 20 , 1964 ) states thAt 
students in integra ted school s "show s ubstant ial ga ins i n s cholast i 
achievement " and that those gains are for "bot h Negr o a nd white" 
student s ." "Even the strongly se p-regat i onist (white) ch ildren . •• 
have continued t hei r stud i es wit}1out impairment. " 

Typica l of t he effe ct s of a segre~Ated sch ool system ::>re 
the f ol lowing s ta tistic: whe n the nPt i onpl pverAFA of ye~rs 
of schools complet ed f or whi t e wa s S.B yeA rs, in Louisiana 
i t was S.2 (which wa s be l ow the southern ave r~ge ). For Negroes 
national ly t he ave rage wa s 5.7 , for LouisiRna , 3 .9 (a gRin 
cons i derably be: ow t he southe rn average ). Educa tion for both 
white s and Negroe s s uffers when the re i s se~regA tion . 

http:4,654.92
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It should be pa infully o bv~ous tha t Louisiana's l a te . 
s t arting educf3 t ional system has been Ano is.totAllv in~ de Quate. 
further, th is system will never advAnceruntll the schools ~r~ 
desegre~~ ted a ccording to the 1954 U. S. Supreme Court deC ISIon. 
School s are tokenly intevrA ted in a few places (Baton'Ro uge and 
New Orl eans) but uhtil to t al integra tion is effected, Louis i anA 
e duoation i s' de stined to l ive in the middle aRes. To quote ~ 
re port on school desegreg~tion by more tbAn 20.psychip tri8ts, . 
"Segregation must inevita bly lower the we~l-beIn~,of the ~ommunItv 
(bo t h white a nd Ne gro) . ,~ lu c k of educatl '-' nal Dn(1 econom:c 
opjJ Vr l~llni T, i es , hi gh disease r-nd death r<"tes. . ,'1re elll dIrectly
1:'p.lat ed to ,"1cgrc lSa tion. II 

CORE ' S lJl.R.l!.~'l' ACTION IN LOUISIANA : 

Around J uly 29, 1963 , Loui s i a na CORE Field SccretcH'Y Ronnie H. Hoore 

brought a l arge numbe r of task fo r ce 1tJOrkers into Louisiana. Their pri 

mary pu r pose ~oJ'as a VEP (Voter Education Pro j e t) program in some of the 

roughe st a re a s of the state. In t he beginning, t hey concent rated most of 

t heir efforts in t he 6th Cong r essional District; l a ter they moved i nto 

the 5th Di strict; a nd 1965 brought exp,msion to the 4th a nd 8th Congre

sion a l Districts . Thi s is brief summa rJ of d i rect action and subse 

que bt arrests in Louisia na : 


East Foliciana Pa rish I 1961: On October 1 2th 2.nd 13th , 26 persons 1tJOro 
a rrested in the pari sh s e at of Clinton whilo PGac,~fully picketing tho 
dm~lltown storos. Two months 1,3t er, t welve Negro pdults 1.-JO:ro arrested 
for committing public intimida tion and conspinng to commit public in
t imidat ion afte r t hey had writte n a letter to the t01..n officials re
q uesting the establishment - . ', of a bi-racia l committcc. 

From the 3rd to the 8t h of December , ten more picketers were arrested 
for di s orde r l y conduct. 

A tri -parish l ibr£1 ry sit-in was attemptGd on i ':,'1Tch 7, 1964; hm..ever, 
t he We ~t Fe lici na and ,St. Hel ena bra nches 1tJo r e closed that day (due to 
Tal kat lve Toms and Sa llies). All those 1,.rho sat-in at the linton library 
we r8 a r r e sted. 

Tangipahoa Pari sh: In Hammond, approx imCltcly 275 pe rsons, mostly students 
a t the Ne g ro High school, marched to City Hall on Sept. 5, 1963. ThGY 
a ttomptGd to s i t-in. The m yor ag ree d to mee t with Negro leadwrs, a nd, 
during t hat meeting, ag r eGd to esta bli s h a bi- rac i a l committee. This 
wa s t he s e cond bi-rac ial committee in Louisiana ( f irst in Ba ton Rouge ). 

CORE 's summor project of 1964 brought much testing of rcst2.ura r.ts 
and voter r egistra tion work, but no further diroc t action or a rre s ts. 

I berville Parish: In Plaquemine, the pCl rish scat, demonstra tions began 

i n l a te August when annexation to the city of' two Negro neighborhoods 
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(one of which is nearl y s urrounded by the cit y ) and dema nds fo r a bi 

r aci a l commi ttee were de nied. A t emporary restaining order issued by 

the U.S. District Cour t on SoptGm er 1 fa iled to halt demons t rations 

that night in which ovor 700 i:e r sons .m rc prot e s ting police brutality. 

68 pe rsons wore [1rrcstod, and held in an animal stockade convo rted to 

a jail for j ust t his purpo so. Tea r ga s, ele ctric prods, f ire hoses, and 

mo unt ed police were used t o 'rivG retreating demonstrators, incllld j ng 

six mi n i stors, from church . 


N0gro students rCfll ~Gd to e t in t ho school c a fe t e ria in protest 

over t hG firing of a lunchroom w rke r who ha d pa rtic ' p te in the 

I t..:."",~•• , .I.r. ,·L;i."1l5. 

011 R('),l '+01ab~..].. '?ch, in response to a Negro suit, t he f deral dist ri c t 

j udge did no t li .f t., h\lt - r~~('hnr f'XLoll< leJ a b::m ag i ntl t dernonstr2t ions 

t h reugh October lOth. On tho 7th of October, 400 ~ (:udcu t ,::; .:ttt 'ltIpt e d to 

prote s t t he susr nsj on a t t he shoal boa rd o f f iCG, but met rO[ld bar

ricades a nd teAr gas. On t he 9 t h of Octoh:l' a t C2 r gas Gron,'ldc Ha s 

t hroUW'!\ into a Negr o chur c h during a p'\Jtcst mee t ing. On t he 8th of 

Oc t ober l~O s t udrnt s lom s di spe r sed £rvtrl a demanstrption A.t t .oi r own s Ctx- ol 

with t e1 r f!<1 s 2nd h,To wero..) a l 'l !j-L l')d. Nino students \vcro dis fC r s.:d f r om 

8. r cst<3urr!nt s i t -in wi th c;;lt tlc prods , On t he lltb of Oc tobe r individual 

stud~nt s were sCl4T:--od vTi h copies o f t he ~nti-rlG!'nonstr'ltion i njlll1ction . 

On Octobor 21 ~ schedule civil rights me eting H Ci S broken up when 

arriving pnrtici pant s ''lero met by "rm d T'olj cG. 


Af ter t hese events, R II sc l Gctiv C' buying II c amp i gn was l .quncbed, 

quickly showi ng s uccoss by the f o r ced closing of nUTIlcrous lyhit,e - 01mod 

s tore s in the downtown .OJTe,I. 


J PC K[) ON PAR.ISH : 

S i nce Jun '" 196L~, the sca t of J !?ckson Fari sh has seen c nnume r _ bl e 
marche s and pi cket l i ne. _ uring t he s ummer, 15 we re Clrre s t ed f er att empting 
to i n to gr-'l t c t ho town's public ~rim:ning pool, and ove r 40 vlero arrested 
for 2ttompting to use t he public libra ry ( p:n"2nts were a '..-re stDd in t he ir 
homes f o r "con ributing 0 t ho delinquency of minDlL"sll " i nvolved i n the 
test . 

The rumored f iring of a 00 - ch ardent civil r ights wo r kor, re s ulted in 
a t hree we k b oycott of the Nc,qr o High school and extens 1 L.8 pi cke ting 
o f down town sto re s, T} '-' stude:1ts domonstr t i ng outside t he school were 
s oon joined by fa cult y pnd parents, 2.nd the st rength of t hi s unity 
brought Gov McKo i t hen to J onesbo r o. 

\f4.SHU·GTON PAIUSH: IHthoullh CO PE h ,') s beon i n BogCll us only sine l~ J a nu
ary, 1965, direct el ction h3S pl a yed 2. vital r old: in t he program th re . 
Bee usc of tho e xtreme consorv Cl tism (800 a ctive IQ'ln membe r s), r oact ion 
to CORE ha s been v iol ent . ~arches h~vn beon to pr ot est vot i ng procedures, 
p ol i ce brutal i ty, employment pr a ctice s, i lleg 1 cit y o r din:mce s, ot c . 
The y bav e boen nume r ous a nd dro"matic. 

From February to May , a rrests h:wc bee n common; since t hen , t hey have 
been .a lmost a daily OCcu r .qnce (e .g" during t he week of Hay 31 , there 
were 21 single ~rrests; e eh bond set at $100) . he greA t tension in 
t he P8pcrmill t o.vn culmin ted on Juno 2nd with the a mbush-shooting of 
a Ne gro do puty s heri f f. 

Evon tough intimida t ion and threats of victimization are suf
fic i::mtly wi do-spread , N8groos 2r<J continuing the ir non-violent fight 
for f reedom. 


