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3 COFO WORKER8 ~~- ~N 

On July 10, fuve O.Ve n, a:-> T "l:rry S:t;:ear s 
-:::-:: ·· ·.:.e COFO S~r Project , "'"-re \.falkj '"' 
.. - - '-. from canvassing with Rabbi Arthur 
leJ.yv~ld, of the Mi nister's Project, and 
~~jorie Hyatt and Janet CTc~by, from 
c· · v 

i./he n th:: y g~t to the r a iacad tracks 
and River Road, t,.,o white m=n drove up 
in a 'V:hite Gr·l pickup true~~ They jum~d 
out 'VTith an iron rod about\ . - inch t!:.::..( ·: 
and an iron pump handl e, about an inch 
t'1ic~: . 

"The y drove up behi nd us and jum~d 
out and said, 'He 're going to teach you 
a lesson! ' ", ll'.rry S:t;:ear E s:>,id . 

They beat the three men, and let 
the two girls alone . The men were all 
white and the girls are Negro. They ~id 
that they'ought to beat you , too,' but 
they did not touch the girls . They call
ed the rren"white niggers , nigger-lovers 
and Communists". 

"After the beating we tried to \valk 
to the church, and they tried to run us 
down with the trucJ{," S:t;:ears said . "One 
jum:t;:ed out of the truck and t ried to hj.t 
the Rabbi again . I shielded him 'VTith rey 
arm. We returned to the church a nd got 
m::dical aid ." 

Spears got a contusion of the arm 
when he shielded the Rabbi . The Rabbi 
was badly hurt and had to stay in the 
hospital for 24 hours . 

The five civil rights warlrers were 
on their way t o rt.orningstar Baptist 
Church to have lunch with the Freedom 
School teachers \vhe n they 'V!C:re attacked. 
Rabbi Ielyveld i s from Clevel.o.nd, larry 
S:t;:ears is from Palo Alto, California, 
Dave O..;en is f:.:c:n Pasadena, California, 
and Majo H~~tt a nd Janet Crosby-are fro~ 
Hattiesburg . 

VA1£N YOU i!AV-'~ A!J'i 1'G\-/S I'C.:R 'I'HI& PAPEH ; 
CALL 2-9993 a nd a.s k for She ila orJoycG 
or Terri. 

On Sz:\:.u:o:-day) July 2) ::.~e Freec1.o.., Demo 
cratic Pa.rt)r \v ill be :~cldj ::J,g precinct 
...:.a~,;i ~gs at church::: :-- i.r! each o:. ~hG 

precincts in Forrest Cclunty . 
We are ncM g-e ·::ting ready far the 

c:'.:lalle.nge to the uhit~ ~ssissippj_ L'emo
cratic P.?:.··'-;y ::.n t'VTO ~·:ays . Hz hz.ve the 
Freedo:J: Regi s:;ration, t'l.r.d. the precinc··~ 

neetint3s . 
By haviDg the li'.rec:lc':l Re gist::-a.Cion 

we ::::.nt to get e very ~~:-~e;_;:- ,; citizen of 
Ki..ssissippi 'Vrho is rr.r:..r: ~1 registered 
1·Ti th th~ Freedom D:r.;.).!~· a·c ic Party ·_ .en 
"'h~ n \·:-= gc \:.() th: fX>::'x:CJ.tic Party- Con
•;entic2 ~.: • .. \:~la:J.;._;_ _ Cii...y in Ausus·::; ~ He 
can p:-v-ve th<:.t ·che ~.!:i te Del:lOCrc.ti c Party 
has lrept al!!!os·\:. h3.lf th.e cit .i. ~ns in t he 
state frcn voU .ng. 

¥.c ar~ holding the precinct meetings 
for three · . .:.sons . .F'lrst , so t hat we can 
prove the:~ ,.,e have a real party, just as 
legal P.s t~ whit~ pai=~.;y ; second , because 
even ~ ;:Oe n ·.,e can vote , ue are not a lla-1ed 
t o participate in t he Hhite party; and 
·(.hird 1 so if He do e· ... ~:: g-et equal votes , 
we won ' t b::..ve tSl g o ir.to the white party 
and l os.-;: a ll our CT..;n P-1litical power. 

vJe arc asking evG~'Ybcdy to vote in 
the preci~ct meetings on Saturda.y, a nd 
to register -i-1ith ur:; . 'I".ais is a chance 
t o really elect so:reon~ to repres::!nt you 
in the Democratic Pru·~y . If our dele 
gat~on gets seated ·· · ·3tead of the Hhite 
party--a:::J.d \ve have ::tt• :: tl1e votes '"e need 
f rom the c-::;her dele,7.::.,;icns --then ¥:e 'V!ill 
be helping tG e2..ect ~-l:h- presiden'~ial 
candidat~ , arrl YCU -,;.1:.. be represented 
far the firs:; 'Cirre :i.::\ JOC years . 
------- .. ·- -···. - --- - ··· _ ..... . ... ·-----·-- ... · - - -- ~ - -

::r.rlJDE1.,:1.' ·~:E' t!Shli'ER 
. T:.:e Free de!:!. &:~.-::;-::- · . .::.t T'.n<.~ ::..:;.(",.."lJ..; i& 

pil bting cu·:- itr; o:n 1': ' " \'l.:l~r . 0nc ~i.!: l, 
k1i·~s. L :..~::. ~~ H., '.:rei~·.; .;,.,i.s : 

1 =:i~;~~) ~. ms·J is,, .... g·)::.r~~ ·~~ ~Jt:.-1~1-;.c 11l.aces 
-r;.3.pp:!.n~ss is . . • · l:~ci.rs ~-a pJec~~ Hith ·· 

~=ing l coked a~ . 



. -. ~CHER BEATEN, CHARGED, CASE DISMISSED 
On _; • ··:.-- "}, July 2Q, Peter Werner , Susan . 

l~ttcrson a nd Bill Jones, all Freedom 
Sch ool teachers, went downt own to the 
JY>:>'t of f ice. Peter and Susan are white, 
: · . J ane s is Negro. 

.\ s they were about to wa lk into the 
'ln.lgreen Drugstore Peter went to the curb, 
t hinking he saw a car wi th s ane coro peo
p!L: i n it, Bill "'ent into the drugstore. 
.. 1\:s~ then, Hr. Huston Hartfield, 48, \-talk
e d up behind Pet er and knocked him dow n . 

Peter fell down on the ground, near 
t he Ha ll, and put his hands behind his 
head , and drew his knees up as he 'l-ias 
t a ught . Mr . Hartfield kicked him again 
r.1:j uc;ain, a nd once kic ked him right 
be'LvTe::.n his eyes. 

' :.lsa n started yelling_, "Help, Police," 
. ·.uout 10 times unti l the police shO\oled 
'.lp . 

Bil l heard her when he was i n the 
cl.n.:.:.;store and started looki ng for a tele
r':o~ , but no one would tell him wher e it 
·.·a.. . He r a n outside and saw the man ki ck • 

h'hen t he police ca~ they took Peter 
ar.:l Hartfield but would not let Susan and ; 
:Gill follow a t fir st . Susan said the.,Pol~ 
--~ · · ·.tn\.. $ay~an:-rth~ng then in particular ~ 
c.!'ld she "'a s afraid they were just going l 
to take Hartfield around the corner and · 
:..et him go. 

"\>The n they got to the police station, . 
Har tfield said that Peter had knocked him i 
dO'I.m the steps of the courthouse before ; 
11e a ttacked Peter on the street. So t he 
, olice also arrested Peter for assault 

) 

and battery, and set his bail at $25 cash.; 
Bill Jones said Hartfield was a liar . : 

On July 23 , Mr . Heart field was f ounC. . 
guilty, because. h ::. s witness' story d .; i 
not agree with his . 

Judge Montague said it was pai nful fo:" 
him to make the decision and fi nd him 
guilty , but the only way Heartfield c u'.l .. 
ha~ gotte n away with attacking Feter 
was if .Feter had insulted him ther e n:.' 
he had attacked him immediately . 
:-.: ·o, 
Mr . Montague sa i d, he would have reacv. 
the same way to the s ituation, and s~i~ 
that Jeter , Bill and Susa n were "flut:v:·> 
i ng association wli. t h' , those of their c!,-.:··. 
instead of going with gradua l i sm c~d 
education,"that the whites had been p:i ..... : .. 
ing . The courtroom was se gregated . 

Judge Montague se ntenced Mr . Heartfi':!..=..: 
t o $40, and suspended $20, for good 
behavior ( ?). He dismissed .Feter He.::· 
case . 

MBS~ GRAY ON TV 

On Saturday, July 25, Mrs . Victoria 
Jackson Gray, t he Freedom I:emocr atic I ~ . .:: r,· 
candidate for Se nator, appeared on 'T:V . 
The program was out of Jackson , ami 
Mrs . Gray spoke for the Freedom Den:::<-~, 

i c Party, explaining how it started , v. : . .; 
it was, and \-that it was going to do. 

The program wa s not carr ied on 
Hattiesburg TV . Mrs . Gray i s f rom here . 

BOMJ3ll1GS 
An off icer (Badge #64 ) said.to Bill Jones, : 
"Boy) don ' t you call that wh ite man a lia.!!' There were two r e ports last \o/eek 
~artfield s'l-rore at J ones and called him of "boml!>s" of bleach bottles fi lled uit1· 
':':.?.c;.es and tried to jump on him. The other kerosene being thrown near fe Oples hcu,:: : . 
officer told Sus an .Feter son to shut her ~Damma.ge was not done to ei t her house , L..r,, 
ucu),jh and wouldn ' t tell her where the te l e - ··the noise was frighte ning . 
_::::?a~:= r,1as . - ---- - ---- - ------ -- - -- - - - - ------- ---- - ... ..-.-

Hartfield ' s trial was that afternoon. 
He sa id that Peter had cal led him a "white COMMUNITY CENTER OFEN 
cr o.c ker,"and later said, "white trash" . 
i b said Peter was holding his hand on his !Iatt iesburgs community center is now 
h ::..p , "l i ke a Negro, that ' s so they can ppen. There is one communit y center .i.11 

I ·eo.ch for their knives quickly. " ?a~r ' s Crossing, and a not he r one \JiJ l 
Hart field 's witness was an old man who be openned i n town, a s soon1 as we fin(!. 

im:i a shoe shine and newspaper stand across :a pla ce to have it . 
the street and up the block from the post- The Fr~mer 19 ·~gmmunity Center has 
c!fi ce . He couldn 't identify anybody who -a nursery s chool pr ogram f or the littl'
:r.-:.d been in t he group with Feter, but he ; childre n u p to 8 years old . . Ther e is u 
~-aid he could identify Peter. .Feter was sports program for older children ar-d tt..r ! .· 

~;h':: only one there with a cut on h is face ager s , run by Mr . Luther Seabrooks , uhc, 
fr om wher e Har tfield kicked him. :is a New ¥ork phys ica l e ducat i on teach , . . 

The r e i s also a nur se , and tee n du.~~..: ... .., . 


