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COLLEGE STUDENTS CONVENE HIGH SCHOO L CONFERENCE 
On 1~pri l 25 approximately 100 On May 2, 200-300 high school 

students represent~ng 7 colleges students attended a state-wide 
in Mississippi~(Tougaloo, Ja ckson conference atTougaloo. There were 
State, Alcorn, Miss . Industrial, representat ives from al l over the 
Mory Holmes, <:md Rust) gathe red state , from rural as we ll es ur>lJC\11 
on the campus of Touga loo College areas. 
for an al l day conference. The p~ogram started off with Fre e 

Ella B8k:er spoke on the role Gom songs, followed by a speech by 
of the student in the movement; Gwen Gillon on "The . Role of the Stu 
StauQ;hton Lynd and Harold Barti- dents in the Movement." Then worl\:­
nE(lli spoke on student civil liber--shops were held on "What Ca n You Do? 1 

t ies;· several COFO workers spolce I , the afternoon a speech, :!The 
on the COFO programs. Role of the Church in the Movement " 

The students held worksh~ps in wDs g iven by Rev . Grady Paulson. 
the nfternoon , discussing "Hhat Jerry Austin spolce on the l.\1ississ :i_pp ~ 
Can He Do?" Af~er reports from the Union_,. and led a discussion. Stu-· 
workshmps a state-wide student dents fr om different areas of the 
s tructure was set up tq pla n for state participoted in the discussion 
further action. · about what they as students had done 

Po.rticular attent ion was poid . in the Movement. 
the prob lem of the Alcorn students-
thei r dismissal ha d ocurred just 
three days earlier. 

COFO SETS UP FREEDO:rvi DEH00RATIC PA.RTY 
The most recent state -Wiele COFO convention held in JD ck:son April 26 

at the Masonic Temple was devoted entire ly to the COFO po li tic o. l prO· · 
grams. flpp roximately 150 Mississippions from 81 1 over the state e;athcr­
od for the four hour session. Candidates Victoria Gray, J.M . Houston, 
a nd Fannie Lou Hamer spoke. A brief expla nation of the COFO programs 
was e; iven . 

. During the afternoon a large po litical workshop was held. People 
were seated by district , count~y, and precinct in the hall. Precinct 
co~ventions were held to e l e c t people to att end the county conventions . 
County conventions were held to elect people to the district conventions . 
At the district conventions each district elected three people to aerve 
on the temporDry Freedom Democa:ratic Pc:rty Exe cutive Committe e. This 
committee wi ll serve as 'the guicling body for the COFO political programs 
until a pormanent Executive Committee is chosen tllrough pre c inct_, county 
.J!ld district meetine;s of the Freedom r egistered vot · :cs this Sl...lmmer . 

This process of the moclc conventions was used o.s CJ means to shm·J 
people in the state just how these different level political meetings 
are run . This was an introduction to Mississippi politJ.cs as it reaJ.ly 
is. 

i\ LCORN FOLLOV,!UP 
On Wclclnesday_, april 22s approx :i.m<J tely 1_, 000 ·. students . left the campus 

of Alcorn A.& M. College . Most of t hem were sent home by the administra­
tion for alleged poor conduct. 

A lette r dated Apri l 29 3 1964 1 was sent t o these students. The letter 
reads as follows : 

:De.:n" Student : 
You h2ve ' been suspended from ~lcorn College for conduct on the campus , 
unbecom-i.ng a s tudent . You may petition in writing f or readmission. Y01.l.T 
petition will be considered_, and you will be advised when to appear f6r 
a hca1..;ing. You and a porent may come and get your property 1eft in your· 
room. :Kindly come at an hour we ct:Hl 8Ssis t you . 

Yours very t ruly~ 
J . D. Boyd(signed) President. 

I_ 



Information received May 3~1964) states that at least three teachers 
one.~in the English Department and two in the PlJysica 1 Education Depc:n:'t 
mcntJ have been fired for supporting the students 1 boycott of the; Unien · 
building . Anbther teacher is said to havecresigned in protest. 

'FIELD REPORTS ; 
In future issues, this seCtion wfr1 ___ cohtain a rundown on the activ~•---

ties of ea ch area of the field. 
Hf-1 RA SS MENTS-

Liberty - A letter from a focal· citfZ'en cJcscribGS several people 
forced to- leave town or to leavG their jobs_, a house being shot at six 
times, and several crosses burned, 

Ruleville ·· Mrs. Hamor> rs house is wat0hed. If more than one car is 
parked ' atthe house 1 police l{cep the house under surveillanc8 until the 
gu8sts l eave. Mrs. Harner Is husband is no lons0r given regular lvork 
although he has not been formally fired. 

Greenwood - Three shootings directed at the homes of civil rights 
people -were r ":; ported as Byron De La Beckwith returne d home·. Some pcopl8 
who tried to ~egistor> ear>ly ~n Ap~il were thrown off the plantation 
last tvoek. The COFO office continues to receive threatening phone 
calls. 

Qa~~en - A bus transporting 50 people to the COFO convention in 
Jack:son was prGventGd from possing through Camdc:;n. The police forced 
the bus to turn around and to go ba ck; no reason -vvas given . 

NEW LAWS JAILINGS 
Colwnbu·s ..: r:tunfcipal ordiaance Meridian-Sam Brown has been -in --

making -a ny picketing or demonstro- dictedby the grand jury on a pro--. 
tio~s on the streets ?r sidewalks fanity Qharge. The; trial is 9 AM 
a rrJ_sclemcF.tnor with a maximum sentenc;;; Thursdav. Leroy McCall was arrest 
~:~300 and 90 days. ed rvrOnday"' for vagrancy. Trial j_s ~~~c~d 

_:Ia?lmon - Similar lnw wi tll $loo 9J\M. Mic1cGy Schv.rerner• was arrus toe~ 
and 30 days.The State Sovereignty Monday on 2 counts of "blocking a 
Comm:LGsion has sent a copy of this err _!swall,: . 11 Lonoro ThurmE>n WEtS <E' l.., ·­
orclinancc to all mayors in Mississ- ested r•Ionday for 1interfGring v.,; i tll a 
ippi with a suggestion to pass a man 1s business.' Att 1y. r·!loo;re i_s 
similar law in each town. coming down 'from Atlanta to defenill 

House Bill 64- 1\uthorizGs cities all four. The arrests viere i n conn­
to rGstrain mov-ements of groups and ection with a boycott of Bill, s 
individuals. Dollar> Store . 

.. House~ Bill 546- P:t1oh{bits the Hattiesburg; pete StonerJ in jail 
1.mlav1ful r)iclwting of all public since Fi~5 and thG vic time of 2 . 
buildings 3 streets 3 sidewalks; and· l;t3c:ttinc;s_, will probably be out this 
other plcces belonging to the city week on bond~ pending appeal to tho 

-county or ata te. Fed.era 1. Firth Circuit Court. ;Jimmy 
Senate Bill 1517 - Increased Jones is in on a charge of rape;the 

pcnu.lt_ies that may be assessed by charc;es may be dropped. rviil~on H3n ~ 
city courts. cock is still in jail on the per -

Senate Bill 1520- Authorizes jury dhargc . It is hoped that the 
nn;nicipalitics to pool personnel, case will be brought to trial Thurs. 
n1anpm-.rc 1", and equipment . 

Senate Bill lsL~S- Providc;s maxi-­
mum penalty of $500 and/or 6 months 
for prinJr;ine; m1d circulating mu. tori 
als promoting a boycott . 

SU11!l'v1ER PROJEC'r 
Pcnn~y- Patch reports that over 500 applications hav12 been rece i ved ln 
the JaclwomJ office from Northc:rn studGnts who want to come cloml this 
summer for tho MSP. In addition, over -100 applications from soutl1crn 
Negro students have; been received in Atlanta . 1\t this point~ 2oo 
applicants have been accepted; the r es t arc still being interviewed. 
Penny says we expect to have 800-900 applications in all, with probably 
700 studc;nts coming dovm to work. The a'ivove figures do no include Natl. 
Council of Churche s workers~ or lawyers, teachers~ resGarchers_, otc . 
Atlanta r~ports around 15 or. 20 applications fr>om Southenn whites, soma 
of them Native Nississippi.::ms 0 Roughly 50% of all opplicants ha ve incli­
ca~ed they want to work in voter registration, most of the rest in 
fJ:'ecdom schools~ and a smattering in Community c enters~ loQ;a l 1·vorlc, 
theat<o:r, etc. 1~ srcat nwnb12r of the appli cants have indicc.1ted thot they 
hove sonK; experience in tutoria 1 progr3mS and civil rights clemons ta:r·2 ·i;;ionr-

FREEDOM SCHOOLS AND COMNUNI'11Y CENTERS 
NcncJy Sarrlstein r~ports th3t thG Freedom Schoo l and COrmm . .mi ty Center , _ 
projects arc cominz along smoothly. Tho 8yllabi for tho various s~~jcc~s 

~c to be taught in tho schools are nxpcctod to bd finishGd by the 15th of 
1\r~JY, Buildine;s, mostly churches_, for the ,SC'.ho.o1s ancJ Community uc.u Cl: .L '.s 
i: Jc-1 vc "!:Joen o rrangcd in a 11 but :four or i'i ve of thG 25 a reo:"!· 



., . FREEDOM REGISTRATION 
Dona Moses reports He now have registrars in only 21 of the 82 coun­

•+;ies ,, Deputy registrars have been obtained · in most of these counties,, 
i-l.'attiesburg and Greenwood are using their block captains as de:Juties; 
~ ·1adison county has 13 deputies, but most of them are in CantonD Our 
~oal iS 300~000 registered by August 15th. 

LIBRARY PROJECT 
Larry Rubin and Emmy Schrauder have arrived on the scene and have 2.l-· 

:c"eady begun the tremendous task of organizing the close to 100,000 books 
that are at present stored in vari ous places in the state. This week 
Larry is hauling all the books to .Rust College, where we have a place 
large enough for the job . After sorting and cataloguing, the books will 
be dis.tributed to twelve libraries, hopefully well in advance of the 
ope~ing of school this summer. The Rust location will be used as a 
s torage depot for all materials arriving from the north for the Free­
dom schools. 

POLITICAL PROGRAN 
Jesse Harris reports that the political campaign for Mrs. Fannie Lou 

Hamer is moving along well; Mrs. Hamer's schedule is filled with speaking 
en gagement1s. last week she spoke in Greenville the 27th~ Greenwood tbe 
2<3th, Itta Bena the 29th, .and Kilmachael on Nay 3rd. On May 6th Hrs .. 
Hamer and Nr. Houston will be in St. Paul, Minnesota .. ·Mrs. Hamer v.rill 
r eturn in time for the picnic at Grenada Lake on Saturday • 

. The other campaigns are going poorly; speaking ~ngagements are not 
be~ng made, funds are not being raised. . 

So far approximately 6 Jackson precinct meetings and 6 state mass 
meetings have been devoted to the convention challenge. 
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NnJ c'Iifri -:Ri6firfs~· ·i0:Js· ·srniricF 
Robert C. McNamara of the Civil Rights Information Service in Chicago 

hG. E"~ -set up a new, potentially very usefnl, service--an Audio News Serv5.~e . 
~~tamara will tape-record telephone cali3 regarding any newswo rthy event 
i. n the movement. These recordings wi U then be broadcast by a net~ . .,roric 
that presently ihcludes · nine radio stations. The communication depart­
' ient in Jackson will be funneling nm·Js to HcNamara on a regular basis~ 
mt if an event of particular and immediate significance occurs in yam~ 

area~ it would be best if you woul0 
USL OF L.iiSH APPROVED· phone him directly v.Jith the story., 

A House-Senate comn1ittee, named Chances are good that this network 
by the Mississippi legislature to will be expa~ded, and it could be- · 
iron out differences on a pending come a very effedtive means of car-
prison-reform bill, has approved the rying our story to t he nation~ Me ­
use of the lash on convicts at Parch-Namara can be called anytime, collec l 
man , announced Sen. C, 1. Pa tridge at Area Code 312~ 664-8707n The 
of SC"hlilter. The Senate version of address is: Civil Rights Inform2.t:i.r:;n 
t h.e bill had originally banned the Service 9 1810 N. Larrabee St. ~Chicagr 
u:e of .tbe las h on convicts, and 
t :]ere :Ls some doubt whether or not 
t he Senate will accept the recom­
mendat ion of the committee . This 
·recommendation must come as good 
news .to prison gutttres at Parchman, 
depr1ved as they are of the fringe 
benefits of their jobs dUe to the 
recent outlavJign of the Black Annie. 

LBJ BACKS DOWN ON CIVIL RIGHTS BILL 

STTJDFNT ANTI*CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP 
Six Delta State College students 

have formed ATACq the Association 
of Tenth Amendme~t Conservatives~ 
The group has announced plans fo~ · 
forming chapt ers all over Mississip­
pi and the South to "meet tbe impen­
ding invasion" this summer of nor­
thern students comin g to work in · 
the Mississippi Summ~r Project. 

Senator Humphrey, the ~loor mana-
%er of the Civil Rights Bill

1 
has DR. BEITFLL TO RETIRF 

announced that President Johnson Dr. Beitell, the president of Touga 
wi ll accept some changes in the bill,loo college has announced t ha t he 
despite earli er statements that he will retire as of Septo 1 9 for r ea ­
wanted the bill . complete ly intact. sons of health. 
This may mean that Johnson will 
accept the amendment providing for 
jury trials in criminal contempt 
trials involved with civil rights 
cases . At present federa l judges 
try such cases, but a southern 
white jury would presumably never 
agree on a guilty verdict, so this 
a~andment ' would represent a large 
s et -back f rom the present situation . 
rr the present lcadc~~ ~nd the 
pr2sident acquiesce on this and 
o•~ht~ r amennments nm.·I pending~ WG 

\IJALLACF FE EL JNG HIS OATS 
Alabama's Gov ernor Wallace 9 after 

his very strong showing in Wi~consin, 
says he may decide to become n. ser.::_ ·­
ous candidate for the President of 
the United States. He is cr.tri'y ing 
out an active campai gn for the 
Indiana primary on :Hay 5 and . the 
Maryland primary on May 19 ., 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
may conclude that the ci~il righ ts 
bill represents little progress. 



JIODVER~. LOUJL:SIJ1NA .:SflY ·CR :rocnY.E~ff' IS ;snrfuVEBSM 
Two repC?rts have recently come out emphasizing the great danger to :this : .. 
Qounti'Y ·. ~:r?J:n ·>tb~ y-~yil _ ,;r;igb~, s -wovement because1 .. Qf ." ex~:e.ns;i VQ. · .. ·''CominUniot 
infLI;u,E;meQ. · ' _Qpe • :i,@ .. i:l :r:~pqr:t ):JYJ~ -. j.oint; .. SJ6r~uni tt.?<© gf;;:;"bh~· ·· l1~1!.tis±~.n~)c J.:~g~Li3';', 
±.at1:1;"e i ~(1c;;:. .,p~G,O~:j;? p;;:;;: f:@P.®,r{i ,-.ot>:testimony:: g;hvenroby t lJt·n:ffidg~ r ~· ·H.eoy~~,_;t eVa : > i 

housq Cl.Pi)ropri0tions.,,sl1b-cGrnrnit·tGe ~ Th~se::•.repoi!ts '-'Have been tnt; bosJ.s . . 
of a j_C\rgenu)npel_:, p{::~;rt;lcl~SJ colurnnS:,··and ed!ftOl"lci'lS tn .·t'bo ~ .~:aclp3_on 
Pres$. ·The . Leuj.s~ax:la :report .states· tha t' . ~'known ·con,Untfn1$t. ~.· Caro )right·: ]_n 
'cl}e ag:Ltation center:'.' _. o.f .· the ,·Movement, .that SOLO,SNCC, a·nd SCEF are ·all 
"linked by ... conunon membership." , to the.· Fair Play for Cuba Committee_, 
"a Castro ·front . 11 The report concludes: "EvidGnce before us is quite 
conclusive that the civil rights movement has been grossly and solidly 
inf11trated by the Communist Party ... The Student Non-violent Coordi_­
nDting C~mmitteeJ from all tbe evidence before US iS substantially uncJ c r 
the Communist Party. Hoover's testimony indicates that he believes that . 
the thing that. is 11 

.. ~rit;mily' important 11 about · the CR Movement is its 
"Communist influence." 

OOFO :PU11L::CttN1lO.NS 
-Following is a · list of . some of the selected publications available 

at the main COFO office iri Jackson. There a~e tv-10 types of publications 
available - one is a form~l report in the SGries entitled "COFO Publt·­
ca tions ,, J the other is a report issued by a certain sect ipn of the . 
oJ.flc~e. but of possiple genera· :~; · interest .. 

_Qof._g__Pub.lica tions . . -. .. . . . -· : · 
lfl a e·ner·a l ·conditio.n of .the MissisSippi Negro. 17· pages ;i ·Extensive _ . 
chart's arid compi~ation of data. 'on healthJ employmentJ bousihgJ . education 
8. nd voting .. 
-//2 Tlle Mississippi Delta, Part I 
:;?3 The l\Ussissippi DeltaJ Part II. Extensive st.Jtistics on tl1c Delta 
and some attempt to suggest remedies for the difficulties. 
/14 Conference on Jobs .. a .nd Job Training held at Tougaloo) January 25J 
1964. " ' 
l/:5 Adopt a Fre.edom Sclio'o;L. 5 pages . • ... . . . . · 
i/6 Wl1a t is COFO? 8 p<:1ges: History nnd . explanation of COFO a ~ong with 
brlef discussion of projected program for smtm1cr . of 1964. · · 
#7 The Canton stb-ry. 12 Pages. Compilation of reports. Some background 
material, but heavy emphasis on the time period JsnuDi"'y to March, 196Ll. 
#8 COF0 1s proposed Community Centers. 20 pages. 
-ff9 Free Southern Theatre-. 5· pages. ' 
#10 Report to Mississippi i~dvlsory Committee of the US Conunission on 
Ci vll Rigl1ts. 18 pages. Descrl bes intimidation and ha rra ssment in 
the fal~ 1963 , particularly during the Freedom vote for Aaron Henry. 
Miscellaneous Reports: · 

-Geri0ra l Sumiiie~:Prospectus. 7 pages. Describes a 11 the propos ed programs 
for the summer, 196L~, in some deta i 1. Most up to date detet iled clis ·~ 
cussion of the specific plans for the sumner. · · 

Case Studies of Intimidatio~. 13 pages. 8 examples of intimidation in 
Mississippi . Taken from cases all over the state, both bl<:1ck and white, 
worker and sympathizer. 
Report Concerning the Louis Allen case. 12 pages. Extensive compllab.on 
of accounts of the background and murder of Louis AllGn in Amite County. 
COFO Political Program. 3 pages. Most up to dnte expl anation of the 

COFO political progr·um ns it is seen from now through the surmne11 ~ 
196Lt. 

lil3y 
Nay 
May 
May 

6-8 
9 : 
14 ) 

17: 

or 9: Staff Meeting, Greenville . , . 
Picnic Grenetda Lake, 11 AM . Mrs . Gray & Mrs. Hetmer vnll speaK. 
8 PM: NAACP Benyf'i t, Closed Q]_l'01li t TV) f-I]:C:'tsonic Temple, .J3clwon 

OOPO Convention, ~1Ji ),9unic. 'l'c.;mple, JiJckson_, Polj_ticetl and 
Cnmpai.gn Prugi"am. 
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