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2 GOULD 
RESTAURANTS 
INTEGRATED 
Gould, Ark . -

Two restau ran t s here 
were int egrated by 
six young Goul d 

~adu 1 ts and teenagers 
on June 25, 1965. 
The two restaurants 
whi ch fo rmerly had 
served only whi tes, 
are Holthoff ' s Rest
aurant and Knight's 
Dixie Queen, both on 
Route 65 in Gould. 
There were no inci 
dents. 

The at tempt wa s 
preceded by seve ra l 
weeks of d iscussions 
and pl anning by Gould 
Citizens for Progress 
a 1 oca I ac ti on group·. 

The group chose s ix 
of i t s own members as 
representatives for 
th i s part icular i nte
gration attempt. The 
question of non-vio
lence was discussed 
at length and later 
adopted by the group. 
Training sessions in 
nonviolence were held 
for the six to pre
pare them for any 
situation which might 
arise. 

Continued on page 5 
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II 

Don't Cross The Picket Line': 

Forrest City, Ark. -
Since June 30 p ickets 
have been marching in 
front of a downtown 
department s tore de
mandi ng more and bet
t er j ob s fo r Negroes. 

The pickets repre
sent the St . Francis 
Cou nty Achievement 
Comm ittee , a local 
group of about 75 
young peop le who are 
work i ng for bet t er 
conditions fo r 
Negroes in their 

COMMITTEE SAYS 

Merv in Barr l eads demonst rators on t he 
f irst day of picket i ng in Forres t Ci t y. 

communi ty. .. ...................................... ... 

The St . Francis 
County Achievement 
Committee began i ts 
campaign to gain 
equal employment op
portuni ti es fo r For 
res t Ci t y Negroes on 
the 24th of June . At 
that time, the Com
mittee submit ted a 
letter to the Forrest 
City Chamber of Com
merce desc r i bing t he 
discr imi na t ory h ir i ng 
situation in t he 
downtown stores, and _ 
requesting that this~ 

grievance be redres
sed so that no other 
action would have to 
be taken. They re
ceived no answer. 

The Committee then 
visited the Mayor of 
Forrest City to pre
sent their griev-
ances. 
Continued on page 6 

Police Brutal i t y 
Proteste d 

Pine Bluff, Ark. -
People associated 
with the Pine Bluff 
Movement and workers 
for the Student Non-

violent Coordinating 
Committee {SNCC) be
gan picketing the 
city hal l and pol ice 
station here at 2:30 
p .m. on Monday. 
About 15 persons par 
ticipated in the dem
onstration in protest 
against pol ice bru
tality in Pine Bluff. 
Picketing continued 
unti I 5:30. 

The demonstra t ion 
protest grew out of 
an incident that 
occurred early Sunday 

morn ing at the Pine 
Bluff pol ice depart 
ment . Two ~~rkers 

for SNCC reported 
that they ~~ere 

arrested 1~hi l e seek
ing service as an in
teg rated group at the 
Creaml and Cafe. Lat 
e r, a t t he station, 
t he two said, they 
were beaten by police 
officers under di rec
tion of the n ight 
captain. Ne i ther 
SNCC worker required 
extensive medical 
treatment. The i r in
juries were cuts and 
bruises to the lips, 
jaw, and back. They 
were charged with 
disturbing the peace. 

Continued on page 2 
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PROGRAM IN 
Pine Bluff, Ark. -

The Pine Bluff Move
ment has started its 
freedom program for 
children of al l ages 
even though a bui Jd
i ng has st i.ll not 
been found. 

The program, which 
is supervised largely 
by SNCC summer volun
teers, is held daily 
in Townsend Park from 
I p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Some of the activi
ties in the past 
weeks have included 
baseball , guessing 
games, dodge ball, 
'~ot potato~ reading, 
story telli ng and 
freedom songs. 

One of the most 
successful activities 
is the art sessions 
for which t he volun-

THE PARK 
teers bring materials 
such as clay, crayon s 
and paper. 

Future plans in-
clude cookouts, camp 
outs, more extensive 
art work and the use 
of a tape recorder . 
The children have 
also expressed an in
terest in establish
ing a permanent base
ball team. This pro
gram will be contin
ued through the win
ter . 

The volunteers urge 
children who are in
terested to come to 
the park . Any per
sons i nterested i n 
the arts, physi cal 
education and recrea
t ion are invited to 
join in superv 1s1ng 
activities. 

SNCC summer volunteer and West Helena 
children talk about Africa in the West 
Helena Community Center. 

We st Helena 
Center Opens 

West Helena, Ark. -
The West Helena Com
munity Center, at the 
Greater First Baptist 
Church, has been op
erating with a full 
program of activities 
for both ch i ldren and 
adults since June 25, 
1965. 

The children's pro· 
gram includes friend
ship clubs, arts and 
crafts, Negro his
tory , group singing, 
arithmetic, Arkansas 
politics, library 
time and discussions. 

Classes for adults 
include Negro his
tory, Arkansas poli
tics, read ing, writ
ing and arithmeti c. 

The center is open 
from 10 a.m. to noon 
and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily. It is also 
open from 7 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. 

Myrtle Glascoe, one 
of the volunteers, 
said, "Because of the 
hard work of the 
committee and many 
members of the West
side . Voters League, 
the center is becom
ing a success." 

The center 
is sponsored by the 
\~es tside Voters 
League. SNCC volun
t ee rs work with a 
special committee of 
the League in opera
ting the center. 
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POll C£ BRUT ALl TY 
Continued from page 

Others in the com
munity then came for
ward to relate simi
l ar c ircumstances 
when the pol ice have 
beaten and abused 
Negroes. These inci
dents gave rise to 
the picketers'demands 
that the police 
officers responsible 
be suspended. 

The picketers con
tinued marching 
around the city hall 
on Tuesday with signs 
read i ng, ''Stop the 
Brutal Cops," rowe 
Want Equal Protect ion 
Under Law." 

Twice on Tuesday 
Rev . Ben Grinage, 
Rev. A. M. Roberts, 
Dr. J. A. Bag sby, Mr. 
L. M. Yancey and the 
two SNCC volunteers 
who were beaten, met 
wi th the mayor and 
chief of police. 
They were told to 
make a formal com
plaint about the 
beatings to the c i ty 
civil service commis
s ion. 

On Wednesday, the 
picketing continued. 
A complaint was made 
to the commission, 
and as the community 
waits for a response, 
further action is be
ing planned . 

Dur ing the inter
view in the mayor ' s 
office, the Police 
Chief asked why one 

Continued on page 6 
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WHAT WE S~ALL OVERCOME MEANS TO ME 

It mean that Negro can do 
what the White People do 

We can own a Bank 1 i ke Wh i t e reop l e 
We can own a store 1 i ke \1hi te Peop l e 

And if we 1vere in slave time we shall 
overcome mean we shall be free one day. 

And it mean that one day we shall have 
color Negro salesmen 

And we can go to t he White Movie 

We shall overcome mean that 
White men can't kill co lor men anymore. 

That we shall have best jobs as Whi te 
People. 

And we sha ll overcome mean the color 
children have good book in school like 
White ch i ldren 

And the people who chop in the field 
shall have more money 

And it mean the pol icemen won ' t bother 
us anymore And we sha ll overcome mean 
the color pol ice can arrest White People 

It mean we shal l have color teachers 
teaching white chi l dren too 
I t mean that all ch i ldren wi l l go to 
the same schoo I 
And we shall learn and play together. 

White people have repaired street 
and colored have dirt roads. 
When we shall overcome our street 
will be the same 
And Negro have houses the same as White 
people and we shall have bathroom on the 
inside and color people have the right 
to eat where White peopl e do 

Vote wi 11 be secret and fa ir for Negro. 

The Negro of today want t o have equal rights. 

We shal I overcome mean that we shall be treateL 
the same way. 

----Geraldine Smith, Age 11 
Forrest City Community Center 
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Wes t Helena Teens Attempt Poo l Integra tion 
On Tuesday we went 

to the Helena poo l to 
ha ve a test demon
strati on. Do you 
know what a test de
monstration i s. Well 
a test demonstration 
is a demonstration to 
fi nd the facts. Now 
that you know what a 
test demonstrat ion 
means we can get on 
with the story. 

Well we plan the 
demonstration before 
we went there. The 
way we plan it i s 
when we sent two 
white freedom workers 
to the pool firs t to 
see if it was a pri
vate pool . The two 
white guys told us it 
wa sn 't a private pool 
so we sent two Negros 
over to get in the 
pool which was not 
private. And they 
t old the Negro men 
that the pool was 
pri vate. 

Then nine Negro 
ch i ldren went over to 
the pool and while 
the white lady was 
telling them that the 
pool was private , the 
white freedom worker 
said he got in and he 
didn't have a member
ship card. And then 
the Negro man said, 
''The Negroes just 
can't come in?" 

Then the white lady 
said, go talk to the 
owner of the pool and 
she said that the 
owner didn't tell her 
anything he just left 
his address. 

Then one of t he 
Negro children ask 
the lady this, ''Di d 
the owner tell you 
not to let Negro peo
ple in7 11 She said, 
He didn 't tell me 
anything he just left 
his add ress. 

She told one of her 
standbys to go blow 
the wh i stle and all 
the people got out of 
the pool and started 
running and got in 
there cars and drove 
off. 

Then somebody call 
the police when he 
got there he ask the 
white lady i f she ask 
us to go. Then the 
whi te lady said she 
didn't think of it. 
So the pol ice ask us 
to leave so we left. 

Frank Wi 11 i ams 
West Helena 

Negro Congressman 
Continued from page 5 

In all h is appear
ances, John Lewis of 
SNCC stressed that 
'~hen a people make 
up their mind to be 
free, they're going 
to be free.'' To 
those ~~ho hes i tate 
to take up the strug
gle because it would 
lead to trouble , 
Lewis remarked, 
11~/e' re a 1 ready in 
trouble, because 
we ' re Negroes.'' 
Lewis stressed that 
people must work to
gether. 111 f any one 

Tuesday July 6, the lady had told tha t 
teenage group of the they couldn't swim. 
West Helena Community One of the white 
Center dec i ded to go workers .said " You let 
to Helena' s swi rrrn i ng me swim" and a Negro 
pool to try to swim. worker sa id, ''because 

When we got in 
Helena we parked the 
cars a few blocks 
from the pool . We 
had plan what we was 
going to do ahead of 
t ime, • : sent three 
white w0 r ke rs to the 
pool f i rst and two 
Negro workers were 
behind and t he group 
of us were behind 
t hem. 

When we reached the 
pool we seen a major
ity of white people 
swimming. When we 
walked in the two 
Negro workers were 
a l ready inside the 
building at the 
counter. The white 

of us is wronged or 
beaten, it mus t be as 
if all of us are 

wronged and beaten," 
said Lewi s. 

At leas t in one in
stance t he feelings 
spa rked by the 
speeches of Bond and 
Lewis led to action. 
The day after they 
spoke in \~est Helena, 
over 150 people went 
to the county clerk's 
office to register to 
vote. All of these 
people were success
ful in becoming Ark
ansas voters. 

we are Negroes we 
can't sw im?'' and the 
white lady said, 11 1 
had t o tu rn down some 
white people yester
day'' but they kept on 
asking her questions . 
But she told them to 
consult the manager, 
she wrote down the 
address . Everytime 
t hey asked her a 
question she would 
show them on p iece of 
paper with the mana
ger address. She 
tol d the wor kers she 
was jus t following 
orders. 

She p icked up the 
phone and call some
one and three minutes 
after she hung up, a 
pol ice step in the 
door. He come up to 
the counter , he a sk 
the white lady did we 
refused to leave, one 
worker said she did
n 't ask us to leave 
which was the truth. 

The police ask 
would we peacefully 
leave so we left. 
When we left the ir 
wasn't anyone in the 
pool. We walked back 
to the cars and came 
back to the center. 

Alfred L. Barrow 
West Helena 
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Negro 
Official 

Congressman,SNCC 
Visit Arka nsas 

Picketers Demand Protection 

Julian Bond (left) and John Lewis (right) 

On July 5 , 6, and 7 
Julian Bond of the 
Georgia House of Re
presentatives and 
John Lewis, chairman 
of the Student Non
violent Coordinating 
Corrrni ttee, toured 
Arkansas to kick-off 
voter registration 
drives. 

It was fitting that 
Julian Bond should 
give a push to voter 
registration in Ark
ansas since he is a 
living example of the 
power of the vote . 

In 1961 Bond was 
thrown out of the 
spectators' section 
of the Georgia House 
of Representatives 
for sitting in the 
white section. Bond 
told of how one of 
the men who was sup
posed to be repre
senting him looked up 
and said, "Get those 
niggers out of 
there~" Four years 
later, Mr. Bond ran 
for the office of 

state representative 
in the very same leg
islature and won by 
a landslide. ''This 
time there isn't any
body who'll be able 
to k i ck me out , " sa i d 
Bond. 

Bond told of how 
the trouble with pol
i tics #as that few 
of the representa
tives of the people 
actually represent 
the people. This was 
why so few people 
voted or expressed 
rea l interest i n pol
itical happen i ngs. 
Bond saw himself as a 
new kind of pol iti
cian, constantly in 
touch with the peo
ple. Part of the 
platform on which he 
ran for office s tated 
that he would vis i t 
every block in his 
district to find out 
from the people what 
they thought ~·1as im
portant to the i r 
I i ves. 

Continued on page 4 

L i tt l e Rock -
About fo rty pickets 
demonstrated in front 
of the federal build
ing here on June 28. 
They were demanding 
fede ral protection 
for the numerous de
monstrators Ja i 1 ed 
recently in Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

The picketers were 
from lo""' chu rches, 
youth gro~p s, and the 
Student Non-viol ent 
Coordinating Commit
tee. They marched in 
front of the federal 
build ing dur ing the 
lunch hour and con
tinued picketing 
later that afternoon. 

They carri ed signs 
protesting the brutal 
treatment which the 
Jackson demonstrators 
have suffered, and 
handed out lea flets 
asking sympathetic 
persons to write 
their Congressmen and 
President Johnson to 
stop this police bru
tality. 

The jailed Jackson 
demonstrators were 
representatives of 
the Mississippi Free
dom Democrat ic Party 
(MFD P), a predomin
ate ly Negro poli tical 
party formed last 
yea r in Mis sissippi 
because the regular 
Democratic Party did 
not allow Negroes to 
partic i pate in party 
affairs. 

The MFDP has been 
protesting a special 
session of the Miss-

is sippi state l eg i s
lature whi ch was 
call ed in order to 
try to get around the 
new federal vot i ng 
rights bill. As a 
result of their 
peaceful protest, 
MFDP demonst rators 
have been thrown in
to temporary j a i I 
quarters which have 
been described as a 
' 'concentrat ion camp." 
In all, about 900 
persons were ar rest
ed. 

The MFDP asked the 
federal court to pre
ven t local pol ice 
from arresting them 
whil e exe rci s ing 
their righ t to seek 
redress of grievances 
and t o assembl e 
peaceably. Within 
the last ~veek the 
court has acted . The 
MFDP can now hold its 
demonstrat ions 
Jackson without 
ing arrest and 
rassment by 
pol ice. 

in 
fear
har
the 

2 GOULD RESTAURANTS 
Cont i nued from page 

"Gould Ci t i zens for 
Progress recognize, 11 

said one member, that 
to gain entrance to a 
restaurant is mean
ingless, if one had
n't the money to en-
ter. 11 1'0n this ba-
sis , " he cont inued, 
''the organization 
will work toward im
proving the economic 
situation of Gould 
Negroes." 
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continued from page I White With Gun Arrested 
He offered no a id or 
cooperation. 

Picketing then be
gan as a result of 
this silence from 
Forrest City business 
and civic leaders. 
Demonstrations will 
continue until a fav
orable solution can 
be achieved. Me rvin 
Barr, president of 
the Achievement Com
m i t tee, sa i d, "We 
will picket the 
stores all day every 
day, until we get 
some kind of coopera
tion." 

The pickets walked 
in groups of ten, 
each group picketing 
for two hours. They 
carried signs which 
said, "We want Negro 
Salesmen in Forrest 
City! n, "Don't Buy 
Where You Can ' t 
Earn", ''Equal Jobs 
Equal Pay'', and "One, 
Two, Three, Hire Me." 

Few incidents were 
reported as a result 
of this direct 
action. Fire crack
ers were thrown at 
the picketers, but 
they continued their 
marching without once 
hesitating. The 
picketers had prac
ticed so that they 
would be ready for 
such i ncidents. They 
were able to react 
calmly and nonvio
lently i n this very 
tense situation. One 
girl was also kicked 
while in I ine, but 
she too was able to 
ignore this incident 
and not let it dis
rupt the picket line. 

The St. Francis 
county Achievement 
Committee asks that 
people not cross 
their picket line 
and that people are 
invited to join them 
in the line. 

Pine Bluff, Ark. -
Carl Purnell, owner 
of the Plantation 
Embers Restaurant, 
was arrested here re
cently after an inte
gration attempt at 
his place of business 
on June 26. Purnell 
was charged with 
assault with a deadly 
weapon. A warrant 
for his arrest was 
signed by Vi ncent 
O'Connor , 23 , volun
teer wo rk i ng wi th the 
Student Nonv iolent 
Coord inat i ng Com
mittee. 

O'Connor was pre
sent at the restaur
ant to observe the 
integration attempt 
by a group of 
Negroes. As O'Connor 
waited in a nearby 
car for the Negroes 
to return, he noticed 
several nuns leaving 
the restaurant. He 
began a conversation 
with the nuns, only 
to be accosted by Mr . .--------------------1 Purnell. 

700 WEST 9th STREET 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

O'Connor expressed 
doubt that the 
Negroes had been 
turned away because 
the restaurant was 
being cleaned up, as 
Purnell had claimed. 
Purnell then drew a 
revolver and pointed 
it at the SNCC volun
teer. Purnell 
threatened to shoot 
O' Connor unless he 
left immediately. 

O'Connor expressed 
regret that Purnell 
should feel that way, 
butdeclinedto put 
the Ntter to an ac
tual test. 

A few days later, 
O'Connor twore out a 
warrant against the 
restaurant owner. 
Purnell was arrested 
shortly thereafte~ 
and had his lawyer 
post bond. On July 
14, Purnell pleaded 
not guilty a t a hear
ing in the Pine Bluff 
municipal court. Hi s · 
trial has been set 
for July 28. ~t the 
hear i ng, Judge Steed 
expressed amazement 
at having to place 
such a prominent cit
izen on trial. The 
prosecution will pro-
bably ask for testi
mony from the nuns in 
whose presence the 
incident occurred. 

POLICE BRUTALITY 
Continued from page 2 

whi te SNCC worker had 
left his home in In
dianapolis. The 
Chief reportedly said 
1'You mean you don't 
have any problems up 
there1 11 Hr. Yancey 
replied, "What dif-
ference does that 
make, when you send 
troups overseas to 
do all that fighting 

do you send the 
Negroes home because 
it's not their pro-

bl•.'' 
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