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ASCS stands for Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation 
Services. It le part o£ the United States Department or 
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How Is The ASCS Set Up 
Farmera run ASCS . In eaoh county all over the country they get 

together in small groups called communities. Each community has 

I 

het\'l~HHl 100 and )00 .:farm f'am:l1ies: in it. Each community has an eleotlon 
every year. 

Fiv~ Carmers ara elected in each community this year. Tha thraa who 
got th0 highe~t number of' votes go to a county-wide meatlng call6d 
tha ASCS County Convention. 

At the County Convantion they choo~e .:five farmers t o be on &h~ 
ASC S COUNTY COMMITTEE. The :five farnHH'S elected to the COt;"NTY COHMIT'TEE 
aan b• any farmer~ in the county who can vote in th~ ASCS elections. 

The five farmers elected in aaah ASCS Community are called the 
ASCS f;ommunity Committa~. The :fiv& ohoaon at tha County Convention 
are ci!llled the 1\.SCS COUW!'Y GOMMITTF .. >E. The COUNTY COMMI'M'E1<:) is most 

imp o r;t ant to .fa rme :rrs • 1~-.... ;~-;fd~A;;~-· ~:;-:.a.:~:~~~~~~~_;c~o~t~t~o~n~e~a~c~h~~r;a~r~m;· _ 
gets to plant. It daai~s who geta loans. 
Of:fic'=* Manager:----:-------------·---
~ 

S~.nCQ the COUNTY COM.MITT~~.I!; .ie rae.lly important, wa have to get 
people on the COUNTY COf>tMITTEE. Th.!lll only way to do this is for your 
candi~atee to win the majority af positions on all the County Committee• 
:l..n your county. Thi F.J m•$ans tt.mt i.n s~h corn_l!!..tmilY in your county 1 

you h,ve to win 4 or 5 out or the 5 ~aata on the community committee. 
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At the q:~nrnty Convention, .the Chai.rman, the V:lce-Cha i.rman, and the Membor 
f rom each Community Committee get together and chooma 5 farm a ra to be mamber3 
:d' the ASC$. County Committe*· The 5 farmers elected to the County Committee 
'an be any ' farmere . in the county who oan vote in the ASCS elections. 
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WHAT : DO DO ? 
Community Committeemen: 

In ":.ach ASCS Comnn.mi ty, the f<'.t"mert% •31.oo t the 5 ASCS Community 
Committeemen. Theea are some of the thinga the ASCS Community 
Commit taenHH1 de. 

l. They. reoe:lve; in.formaticm :from the COUNTY COMM.I'ITEE about ASCS 
programs 1 and paa• it on to their neighbors. 

2. They h$lp th@ COU'NTY COMMIT'f'BE by lett:tng th®m know how ASCS 

]. 

programs are working in their community. 

They a arve as measurers if qual ified, 
maka from $15 to $20 a day. 

An ASCS measurer can 

4. They make recommendations about the kind of Agricultural 
Conservation Program (ACP) that should be used in the 
county. 

5. Tho Cha.:i.rman, th® Vi~;e.-Cb.ai~r·m ,::u'l., and the Member of the 
Community Committae help elect the COUNTY COMMITTEE. 

Every ~'H~oe ir~ a •..;hila 1 ASCS Community Commi tteamen meet 
together. They gat paid $6 for the day if their meeting lasts four 
hours o:r> le~ e ~ etn.d $1 2 :for th:& day i:f the mae t ing las ta mor3 than 
four hour::;. 

Tha Community Conm~itte£~m~n also get paid 1'or attending a or;e 
4ay training session which i s held soon after thoy are elected. 

5 ASCS COUNTY CO'MHITTil.:II:MRN are ohos~n. hy the ) highest members 
of all the Comrounity CommittEH.ls ln th€; county. Tn ganeral, COUNTY 
GOMMITTE!~MSN spread tn.:formation ahout ASCS proerams and decide 11iho 
qan take part in them. These are some or the more important ASCS 
programs . 

Acreage allotments and market quotaa 
Th~ COUNTY CC.W!MITTH;f~: 8-oper.vl<li~&B the m<~;~Hsuring of' crops. 

'It appoi :n.ts tk1~~ mea!9.u.rHrs., 
Th~~ COUNTY {:;Oi\'!H ITTfi~B~ j help59 dec:lde how much. cotton each 

farmer will plant. It aets penalties for rarmars 
who plant mora thhn their allotments. 

Th'!;f COUNTY COr.ifMI'X"TEE decides who :i.e eligible to votfJ< in 
the refarendwn on the cotton qupta. 

Price support (!f'his it<: a progrr1m set up by tb.g Fedsral Goyernmen 
to maka sure that farmers get a fair price for their crops.) 

The COUNTY COMMIYrEE decides who oligihle for price ®upports. 
It dacidao who can gat a CCC loan. (Thie ia R loan to pay 

.for· sto;!:"Lng yr.nJ.:t 'crop un.til i;ht!'!i pri(..:a goBa up and you 
can sell it ro~ a battar price.) ' 

It dacidaa who can take part in government st orage programa. 

OV .r~H 



What do ASCS Committeemen do? continued 

J. Agricult u ral Conservation Program (ACP) 
Under the ACP • the :F'ederal Government, pays .farmers part or 

the cost of taking part in a conservation program. A 
conservation program is a program Cor enriching and 
:imprOYing the soil. Thia can he done through planting or 
5paclal crops. changing from one crop to another, using 
f'ertilizere and new methodt.:J o:f farming. huilding dams, 

· and other waya.., 
The COUNTY COMM!'I'TEg makes recommendations to the StAte ASCS 

Committee about tha kind or conservation program that 
would be best in their county. 

Ii decides which Farmers can take part in the ACP. 

Tqa COU:W!'Y COMM!'f'".C!~l~ l"<lork.e with the Community Commit tees on 
gettin~ information out to farmer~. Information can be spread by 
speaki~g at meetings, by putting articles in the n~wapaper, and 
talkin~ on tha radio. 

The COUNTY COMMITTEE al~o ,superv:l.toH313 th'2i ASCS County Office. 
They h~re the Office Manager, and together with the Offic9 Manager 
they d'cido what duties the o :ffioe employee3 will perform • 

. -:,., 

PBOBABLY THE Tt<IOST UiPORTANT POWr;H THAT TH[!; COUNTY COMMITTEE HAS 
IS THAT THEY CAN HIRE AND FIRE T1m OFFICE MANAGER, THE OFi''ICE 
MANAGf<~H IS Qli'TEN THE ONE WHO REALLY MAKI!~S THE IMPOHTANT DECISIONS 
THAT A~FlWT THE COUNTY AND YOU· • 

.. ·~ 

Some time during January, all the newly-elected ASCS COUNTY 
COMMITTEEMEN attond a one-day training se:ssion in a cU~y near whero 
they live. They gat paid $1.') ror atteridlng. Then they go back and 
sat up-~ training ee~sions in th5 i :r counties for the CommU+"'li ty 
CommitFeemen. The County Of£ice Manager help9 with the training 
se8 8 i o~s. 

Tne ASCS COUNTY COMMITTEE has to meet at leaat once a month. If 
neoess~ry they can meet more often than that. COUNTY COMMITTEEMEN 
get paid 17.50 for the day if the meeting lasts four hours or less, 
and $15 for the day ir the meeting lasts more than four hou~s. 



How The AS C S Can Help farm_ers 
The ~oaal ASCS committeaat together with the Federal Government, 

can help taaah. f'armert; better wraye of .farming and oan help :farmers gat 
lo~ns to improve their land and their methods of ~arming. 

For example, in Mtico:n C·ounty, Tennee$<ae, much o:f the land was 
very bad. So most of" thil) :farmers ware poor 9 and many had to '"'ork 
part-time · at other joba ba$ldas farming in order to support thair 
fa":tlilios. 

The United States Department of' Agriculture ohoae Macon County 
far spacial help. Reprasentativea o£ the Department of Agriculture 
worked with th& State .ASCS Office and with COUNTY and Community ASCS 
~o$mittees to develop a program that would help the Gmall Carmera . 
of ;)lacon County. 

'rha host idaa t!HHHned -to plant a rHH<t and bl!!lttar kind o:f grass e~n 

land that wae not being used, on pasture land, and on some land t4at 
wa• uaad for row oropa. Thia naw graa~ would be a conservation 
meaeu~~ It would ke~p ·th~ i!oil f'rom washing away. ·- It--c~leo 
help feed the livestock that was kept by many £armara in the county, 

·· It WB$ daaidad ta help pay Cor thia program from loans made 
t.hrough tbe Agri.cul tur<:\1 Con~erva tion Program ( ACP) . COIJNTY and 
Commnnity ASCS Committ.ae~t~n m~d~ it their huainegs to contact r-J.ll 
the farmers in the county to tell them about the oon•ervation 
program and to eraoourag~ th®m to 'taJ.:e part. 'l'h~y e.xplaLned how 
thie program would improve tba land. They explained that if the 
faimere paid some of tha co~t of planting the grass, the rest o£ the 
money would he loaned through 'i:;ha ACP. 

ThrEUl YfH:trii'l af't0r th.e progra.m was started, 288 :farma>ra wlH) had 
ne~er tak~n part in an ACP program were now taking part. They were 
imtroving their land at the aame time they wera learning nhout 
baiter farming methode. 

~ Thia ia an example of how the ASCS could help farmers if th~ 
members of the ;\.SCS Commi tt~H:H5 ware paople who were intaree·tl'ld in 
hatping all the farmara in their countv. 

~ ...-..... ... 

Why ltls Important To Take Part In The ASCS Elections ,, 
In moat counties, ~hita ~lantation ownara hava no trouble getting 

ax~ra acres to plant when they ask for them. But we all know how hard 
it!is for small Negro farmers to get a few extra acre~. Also Negro 
fa~mera hava a hard tima gattidg loan•, and no one 1• lntar@stad in 
hefping them learn about naw m~thoda of fRr~ing • .. 

Th~re are 
out o :f 37 ~ 000 
:for tha f'i:rat 
Miss :tasfppi. 
Mississippi. 

about 226tOOO Negro farmer• in the South. Last yaar, 
Community Committeemen, only 75 ware Negro. Lnat yaar 
time there ware ~ few Negro Community Committeeman in 
'l'h!!H"ili' ha~ never b"'HH1 fJl N\\'~&t"o COUNTY Cm1MITTf~EMAN in 

OVI.~R 



Why it i a imp o rtan to take part in the ASCS Elections continued 

In order t o make •uro tha t we gat a £air ahara o£ land on which 
·ti'J J;'.tan t cotten~ an.d 9!:1v ·w·~ c;:l.n atart l<a~'l.rning about other programs to 
h l'21p us f arm b·ltttt ~n:' and live b<td:ta:t.'~ {!JE t:itnri<~ TO GI~' TOGF.:THF;R WITH OUR 
FH.I~';l\IDS AND NEIGTH30RS Al'>!.D ELECT THE PJWPLE: ~fHO iHLL CHOOSE THfi: 1\SCS 
COUN'CY COM\\'H'l''TB~;. \1G l:!av~~ tt~ run our own f.)a:ndlda taa fen' tht~ ASCS 
Commit tee in e ach communi t y. And we have to maka sure that sveryone 
whti ia eligible to vo te in~ *h•·AS£S eleotion takea part and votaa 
for o ur aandidataa. 

ASCS 
The i'irst tb.in%~ to do 1~ f'ind people in each ASCS Community in 

your co~nty who will work on ASCS elections~ You should try to get 
some one f':r.am ~;;ach. com,~.mni tY to be the Commun:t:t:r Captain. Th~l · 
Cr.Hrmmn i ty Captain and oth~r~ v-o1un ·t£HH"6 :rr;;·n;tlH~ c omnn.n~lt"y should talk 
to thB:l.~ wrdfghbcor~; about tho ASC~:\ electi.orts. They have to let thai:r 
n o ighhors know how important tha el ec tions are, and make &ure they 
tak0 part . Com~unity workers c an talk to their ne ighbors at maet!ngg. 
or b y going from door - t o-d oor . They should giva out leaflets ahout 
th!':: 81ecti on ~ ~ or .l<3?'!.Y•Sl th<:~m in publi c places like st or<Hl and churche s. 

I n·the AS0S· ·County 0££i c e is a list of . averyone who i s eligible 
t o V<) te t n th".? ASCS cl~;.ct:l..on. i~V!fjt"Y f'arm~·H' should make 3\.H'e he i.s on 
the County Office list. Otharwiea he wi ll not be abla to vote. 
Community workers in aaoh community should make sure that all farme rs 
are on t h e 11Bt. If a farmar ie not on the list, W@ hava to maka aura 
that ba goe s down t o the County Ofriaa with proof that ha is e ligibl e 
t o -,r-:>te. 

The pLople in each community should try to find 5 f a rmers who 
will make gcod oandidatea. The~ they have to aign petitions to put 
a::.<.<.::h of tho.tr cand:i.dat t'l' !!!l on th.a ballot~ and bring ·th® completed 
pe1~i tlo.zHJ tc th~~ ASCS County Office by November 12. 

are mailed o ut to ea ch farmer on November ")' ':i 
~-. .... ..... " Communi.ty 

t?trJrk~?:l~s 1r~ {:;!-<t~h c o~Hrnu.rittt. )r il s."'.t~l to r~nal~~<i'! sU1:'4:~ tl'tat ~ -v~· ryo.n~; k .now2 ·who 
y our oandidateB arc s o thay can vote for them . Yo~ c a n give out 
loa:fl~ ta a11.~ .. p ut "\XP po~1 tG'>!'S -~gi t __ your cand :lded;es 1 rw.tr.s s o.n them . Th6 
candidate& themaelves can talk to people at meetings and in their 
home.:5 3 

Community worke r s should kaep records oC how peop le votad . That 
way, we~ can make complaints i£ vo t es a r e lost ar changed. We have to 
make su~e that all compls ted ball ate are mail e d in by December 2. 

'I'l-?~~!1 --~.rtJtes ~' :.lll ~p r r.!t)::llrtl)~ be ocunt;st~ :::1. da y 01 .. two l. .ater at tl1a 
ASCS Of£ice. People £rom each community should go to the office and 
watch the oaunting. 

So~e time be£ore December 12 ? t he three top winner~ in aach 
comnmnity go to th ~) ASGS County Convention. All the Negro Community 
Obmmitteaaan who wwre j u ut elected should get together before the 
Convention a.ncl d~c.td.;-; l-:ho they want to elect to tha COUNTY COMM I T1'EE . 
Wa should mako aura that nll ou r winning candidates, · a s well as any 
othl)r in ter(} S t~·H_'i .f'a.r·m '<.q:· ~:;; ~ at tand tha County Conv~n.t Jon . 



Step By Step 

t. VOTING 
: ·-, .. 

; 

Arty~ne who has a legal intereat in tha cotton crop ia allow-ed 
tQ vote in the ASCS elections. Thia means that all farm ownera 1 

part owners 9 tenantt'l 1 and eharecn·opp•1f.rl!ll over 21 can vote. If' <'! person 
is undor 21 but runs or Oillfflz1 a whola farm~ the~n ha can vote 1 too~ 

The ASCS Coun-ty Of':f~d~e has a li:3t of all t:l:u" people :i.t thinks 
&'t'@ aligi'ble to vot~. Last year not everyone 'lf'lho should hav~ be?n 
~~loved to vote was on the list. 

· n;HATF ~0 D~ t. -·Fi:·a t -:r ·:l·l·t-. you ha-~~- to ~in:d ou-t ltrher~ thrt~ 
I' oommunit:y boundary lin0a in your C!]Unty are. 1'hat way you 
I can f'i:nd out what oommunitv each i"'arm.ar livea in. You can 
~ get a map showing ASCS Gom~unity boundaries at th\13 ASCS O:f.fica. 
s I 

While you ar~ at the OCfica, ask to mea the list of eliglhlp 1 
voters. This is a public list, and anyone who wants to can i 

1368 it. Make a C~';!py o!' all the eligible to vote if' you can. J! 
(The County Of':flc~ C<Ul make a copy :for you~ but they t<iill · 
charge 8¢ or 15¢ a nama.) 

'~...----~--.~----------~-~- LiN!II-

After November 2 ~ each person .,..ho is on the County List 1!'3 
appposed to gat a latter from the ASCS Office telling him about 
tP.e ASCS Commurd ty Election. This means that he will be able to 
v~ta in the elac*ion. If a farm0r doaa not gat a letter when his 
l'lf/)igh.bora do~ he should go dc.;.wn to the A.SCS O£':f!ce nn.d complaln •. 

tlhen a :tarnn~r goer:.:. to th<B ASCS O.ff'ice to f£Gt on the+ U.:s t 1 he 
mp.at bring proof' viith him that he :i.a'! 'lllligibl& to •.rot:e. 

The letta~s sent out by tha County Of'fica alao let a person 
k~ow what communi ·ty he l iv'8's :Ln. . They placo a number ne7.. t to his 
n~mao For example iC the numbar next to your nama is 300 A, thi8 
means that you live on Farm Number JOO in Community A • 

. ft~~~~--~-------=--... ... ~~--......,.._ .. ____ ---------···-~"""'"'-'"""'"'""~~-·--.. ,-~-------....... , .,~-~ 

!.WHA'l' TO DO; I:f vour 11ama isn! t on the coiint·~:;· 1 is t. or if" you I 
~ ' "' - " i! f don't gat a l~tter after November 2 1 or iC you don't get a 1 
!c ballot a:ftero Nov¢.?1~!1har ~2;;.~. go dcF..;n to the County or:f:i..<H~ with ; 
1· ~orne proo£ that you are eligible to vote • 

. ~ 

f You can vote in the ASCS election this year if you can 

I' prove that you are aligible. by December 2. I 
~ 

·~~~~~:tf' .... ..M:<-~~~-=-~-~~.,.-"""~ ... ,._.,.._,........,. __ &:,_·· -----·--~~---------.... _.._,_.........;o:lt;.4'1;-; •• J 

OV!~H 



You c an prova you are eligib l e to vote in the ASCS election 
1) if you are a fBrm owner bring your deed or raaaipts £or 

2) 

:3) 

things lika seed or fertilizer 
i f you are a tenan t bring a rent receipt or a warehouse 

receipt or a receipt ror something you bought to work 
the land like seed or fertilizer 

if you are a ahara oropper bring a recuipt of some sort 
.or you can also bring a written statement from your 
landlord aaying that you are a tenant or sharecropper. 
Thia proves that you have a legal interest in the crop. 

Can Wives Of "I . 
Some people say that wivGB c an vot~ 

people say they can't. B® sura everyone 
in ASCS alectione and 9oma 
under~tands that a wife can 

v ote in )nly throe c.::J.aes: 
1 . lC ~er name is on th8 deed of ownership she can .vote 
2) iC he r name is on the cont r a ct as a joint operator with 

har husband as a tenant or aharcroppar. I£ you don't 
have a written aontract try to get a written 
statemant from t h e landlord. 

J) if she alone i s the owner of the £arm or if ~he is the 
one on the contract (bagau~• she doesn't have a 
husband or hecauaa he doeen 1 t work on the farm ) 

If a wife doea not meet one of these three conditions, she can't 
vote in the ASCS election. 

1. How long doe s yo u r n a me hava to ba on tha daad of ownership 
before you c a n vot e ? 

--Anyone wha has his or her nama on the ownership deed by 
December 2 can vote in the ASCS elections. Also anyone 
who c an prove he or she i s a tenan t or sh~recropper by 
Decemb e r 2 can vote. 

2. If someone own s or farms land in mo re than one community in 
the same county, c~n ha vote in each community? 

·--No. You can only vot0 in one c ommunity in a county. 

J . If' someone {} Tdf'!S o r :rnrms Land in rr1ore tha n on a c oun ty, can he 
vote in €"ac:h eo t.tn t ·y 'l 

--Yes . You C.7tl'1 vot'f) onct• i ,n .r:J.Z1.Ch. (; OU!1 'f..)'~ 1...Jft9Y"S you own or 

4. If you are not registered to vote at the C?urthouao, can you 
vote in the ASCS elftctions? 

--Yes. You do not have to he registered at the Courthouse 
to take part in the ASCS elections. 

5. If you can~t rsad or write c~n you take part in the ASCS 
elactiVl1S? 

--Yes. You don ' t have to he able to read or write in 
order to vote in the ASCS elections. 



::f~:' 

l~ 

I:f you can vot.s tn th~ ASCS ~lect:i.ons. you can run in. them. 

If you can vote in tha ASCS election•, you can nominat~ other 
fa:rrn~rs to run in them • 

. You can put farnat'H"S on the ballo t for Community Comrni ttaemen 
by making up nominating p~titions f~r th~m. 

For aach farmer that you want to nomlnato, draw up a pieaa 
of paper that looks like this~ 

:for the Comnnml ty 
··<:....--.-.·~-_,._. __ ... _....,.~-----""""1>=....,.,.~-. ,..,..,.~ 

(ndctrees ox cAndld~ee; 

Sit or more farmers who liv e in the aamo community as the 
candidate must s1gn their names. 

Eacl& :fR.rrner c;~n t5ig;_n t.lS r.~HJ..rrjr patitt;.1'_ns n.s h~ W!lnts tf)~ Y~iu 

it!t.Hl t make StU'61 th<:~ t y·.cn.1 1 i ve -in th~ sanH'f commun1 ty ;o.s thtl pGrson 

you are nominating. Both you and the person you are nomlnatlng 
muat bo able to vote in the &Bme community. 

You have to, bring your completed petitioo• to the Coun ty 
ASCS Office by November 12 . 

Th>!H't'> a ro thl"'<H~ way to.'! th.a t n.anH3!5 of: pEH:<pla ca.n be put. on the 
b~llot to run far Community Committaeman1 . 

1 :io 'T't1.~ Comraw.-::.tty C~ornmltterl oa.rt ·r,ut rlatnes on tlta lH~l.lot. 
'1'hey n1ut~d; make ::~Ut'(~ that at 1:3'ast 6 fii"Hrple a.r-* running. 

2. The COUNTY COMMITT:il;:&; can pu.t nam@;a on th0 ballot. 
'T~lli5 y~H.r 'the l\:) f; ~; C0t1N1~Y (~()Mf:fi1Y'Cl~E tnt.lfl t ~~tt ths t 
Negroes are on the ballot in tha &Rm& proportion us 
-'h ~" _. . . ~, · .• . • ,, .. ,..~i' ~h, -lr.1 l'l•"'::~n«t .._hr.!·~ jf" YOUr' . ~~.A0}:r ..t:l-1.(."@" .! .. .f! ~:I"la {..:iQUf.lh""J ~ !.i. .£.--.., -~=fr" ..... ·;._::t._..~-... s ... : .~_,.,i..r. ~ ·::.. ..t 

county ie half Negro, than half of tba nama& on the 
ballot muat be Negroes. 

m.rr \fi~ AIL KNOll/ WHAT Nii.iGHOES T!:H~ COUN'r·-;:- GOMMIT·'I'EE WILL 
'I:OT ('Y~ 
_ij :~.. u~\. ~ 



'1., Farxners them~~lvGs can decidf., who sh.otl ld run in 
~ach. oom!'iitm~l ty by .2dgntng nominating pa ti tions 
tor the oandidat~s they want. 

'l'ha f'artilf;i'£"@ in ~aoh ASCS Cor.mnmi ty should got together and 
deoids. who th~y want to run in tha ASCS elections. There are 5 
po5itiona on'th• ASCS Community Committee~ s o if possible the Negro 
!'armaria in e aoh ocnumuni ty ~hould try to .find :five .f'arm6rs who will 
maka good ASCS Committeeman to run. I£ you oan 1 t f ind :five, then 
r u n as many paopl-a e,£J yt:~u ca.n ~ one r t'lftO t three. or .t'our. 

S~x or mora rarmara who liva in the s a me community aa the 
person baing nom.i..n.a.ted tBhould then s ign JrHJlldntiting petition~J :f'or 
eaoh a~nd~date, and the patitionm 6hould be brought to tha ASCS 
O££ioe; by November 12. 

, ....... - ---"'"-~·· . l't:ll$'"·--- - ··-~ ~ 

I WHAT TO DOl. ::n.e .fat'ril$!'!'3- :l.n ~~ch AS~. S c~mmuni ty should get I 
together ana choose 5 candiDate~ Jar ~he ASCS election. Then 
th&y ehould bring complated petitions for each cand idate •o J 

1_:~e ~_ .ASCS Of'f'lc::_ :n~:f~:~.!~~,~!~~~·----· ~--,___:__-~-

When the Commu..--·d -ty Committee gste tha nann:l!s o:f all the people 
who hava been ru:;ndnat t: d, they go a.rotmd to 0e.oh :farmer and ask him 
if' he wanta t o ru.n. La~ t year, many Negro :farmars who had heen 

- nominated were warn®d that thev better n ot run . But many or them 
'ran art)rway, and 8 Negro candid~ tl85 won as ASCS Community Comn1i t tee-. 
men lag_st year. 

1. 

· If." YOU DON lT GE'.r ENOUGH CANDTDATES ON THE BALLOT .BEFORiC 
NPVEMBEH 12, !'!' IS S'riLL POSSIBLE TO ELECT YOUR CANDU1AT~S 
LATER THHOUGH A ~llE·""IN CAMPAIJE:!. 

A person cannot be a 
over 70 years old. 

,. 

candidate for ASCS 
But ha can vote. 

Committeeman i£ he is 

2· A person cannot be a cand idate ror ASCS Committeeman i~ he wa3 
o~ar aortvicted a£·a sa r i oua cri~a. suah as rraud, larceny. 
ombezZl '@ii'lGnt~ or fo!"ge r -y.. Hut hifl c a n votee 

). A ~eraan c ann o t b~ a aandidate for ASCS Committee~an if he is 
ah office r of R political party or political organization. 
This means that if a farm'3r is ari offi.:;er -dn the Democratic 
P~rty, the rtapublioan Party, or the Freedom De mocrati c Party, 
H~ cannot r un in the ASCS elaotione. But he can vote! 
- (~ambers of Coun ty Exe cn_:!. tive Commi tte~s f!r'a c'O'hsidered 
offioara of a political organization . ) 

If: a farmer who ia also an officer of the Freedom Democ ratic 
P~rty wants to run in the ASCS alaat ion, he will have to 
r~sign hia poeition with the Freedom D~moaratic P a rty. He 
aan do this by writing a latter saying he wishe1 to resign 
to his Caunty Executive Committee. He should s end a copy 
of this l~ttar to the FDP State Office, 507+ N. Fari~h St., 
Jackson, Miasiasippi. 



On Novembe r 22~ the County ASCS O£fi a u mails out the ballot 
to everyone who is eligible to vote. Thaaa ballots rnuat be 
re.iturn~i!d to tha Co urat:y ASCS O:ff:ie"l' by Daoemhrar ;~. 

~,N~k-; ~11;;· th~t ·;~;:c;;~..rh~ ie e1igihl.e r~ ceiv;;-J1 1 ballot • . LI somaona wba can vote doaa not raoaive a ballot~ 

1 h~ sh~u~d.go [.lawn to tha Coun~y Ot£1ce ~nd aak for one • . He ~~ 
1 ~noula or1ng proo£ with him, like a let~er from the ASCS 

! . Of:~c~ ~ ~n· a d:Bd _:r : r~~~)i:.~. . . . . 
1 I ~- -: .. 1 u;~ .. ~ou.~t j O.i. .... i. c:, ~a~IZ., "::) .~,·~.a.tled CI Ut your ballot but J 

yO-.ldian·" &,•.7t it~ •"<f.:!.K .•. or ,. .. no.,h~ ..• :· . onG. I :f you lese your 
llot aek f~r a n other onao The Office iu supposed to give 
ople Second Ba llots if they ask for them. 

. .... ...... J~1001lb•~ :hOE:::~~~--~~-·~--~~ -~-- . 

Laat year some voters were told by the plantation owner or 
the mailman tha t th•y h a d to fill cut their ballots right aw~y. 
Tbie i:!B not true. You can fill out your ball1.)t wh~n and where 
vbu want to. Juet maka the ballot gets back to the County Office 
i;.y December =~~ ~ 

On the ballet are the namea of everyone who was nominated by 
the farmers in the community, plue fnrmera who were placed on the 
b~llot by the County Commi t tee and the Community Committee. Thepe 
a~a alao fiva blank spaces at the bottom for write-in votes. 
PEOPLE CAN VOTE FOR 1 , 2~ 1 1 4, or 5 CANDIDATES. 

Tha cand:i.datr1~ havo to bacama known in their communi tie5. 
Thsy can sper1k a.t m!@Jet:inga and WOI'kshops to oth>!:!1' f'armer$ • 
C?mmuni ty workers c~n f~'D f'rrtrn doo~·-to-t:hHJr' a.nd talk a.bout your 
c~ndidatas. They can give aut laaflate telling about the election 
with the o~ndidataa' names on tham. Pomtara and leaflets telling 
a~out tha alaotions and the candidates can bs put in public place& 
llk~ storea and churchae. 

~--~~~~~·~~~~~~·~_.,:-".;r;::.=!OU"~:Jcei;!;J.~~~~~-~-~~~""-•""-~" 'f< bO i.,.A:If:l.,.{ 

Wl-!.J' ... T TO DO~ T t t~ .!.mp ol~ .... ;an.t th~-;.t paopl e know who y<cmr c and 1dFtte3 f 

l 
a roD and vot <?l mrr .. v :for ym.u·· c:ctnd.ida-t'ili:!J. LAST YEAR MA~1 NE;GRO I 
·rr .-,,p ·~,,;l,t<''l:>c ·l,;rv·-~1"·lPn l1''(J'P !\I"~n-1~1('} C'Ar .. 'f;' TDfl.''f ·P."·C! lt>U'r·· 'I'P 11.":Y V',.Yfli'D .. r;·pr1 SO .. M. !B ~~. ;~ , .1"'-.n e.;.,r J~_ ;;:., 11" "'-~ )!. .. ~ ... , .~ ... ..!o•J.~ .... ~ - .... ~~. ... ... ':; ~~ ....... ... <~.. .. ._,.._J ~ _r;.; . . . ... •. .& r:. ..... • v .i. ,-~x . ~ .... :t 

WHITi~ CANDTIJATltS TOO BECAUSE TREY THOUGH'r THEY HAD TO VOTE . 
F'OR .'5 CANfH.:DATES. 'THIS WAY THE \ifHITl'"; CANDIDATES GOT BOTH THE . 

! ifHITE VOTES /l.ND THtC N'!ljGfW '!/OTBS ~ AND rrHEY \{ON. I 
BE 

YOUR 
'I' HAN 

SUFl~ PIEOPLE tr.ND~!)H.::J.'l'AND THA'i:' 'i"HEY SHOULD VOTE ONLY .FOH I 
-"·~-C/i!tJI.1IJ)i\.··r~:'3 t~ I~'VH;t-:.r I'F ·J:rfiS fof~!\Jqs ']~H!\'r 'rk1EY VOrf'E F'O!-t !_,.E;~:;s 

.:') PEOPLE. You can V'l{d;e :f'or 1 1 2. 3, l~~ or 5 candldatGs. · 
YOH DOK!i '1' p-,1 vr.r '!f1 VOTE' POR ~ 1 ~~-· ... :-..~~~ .. ::fO-~:~~~~~-~~:~·~~=:L:: .. :_" _____ ~----~.-.---.4~~-· _ _.,.,...._.... __ .. ~ 

tf y our oAndidftte didn't get on the ballott let people know 
that they aan write in hi R name at the bottom or tha ballot. 
Electing panple by writing their names at the bottom of the bRllot 
!~ called a WR I TE- IN CAMPAIGN or a WRITE-IN VOTE . 

ovn:n 



Last year~ many ballots ••nt i~ by Negro farme rs ware lost, 
dGstroyad~ or changed . In O:i:'der t ~ mak.e sure that Rll the ballets 
voted by Negro f at"lliHH'' i21 are OOU11 tad, it ls a good :i.d<9a to keep 
records of the way all the Negro farmera in your community vat@ 
this year. 

One way to keep a raoord of how paopl~ voted is to have 
evaryon• fill out their ballots tog~ther at a mase mee t ing. Make 
sure averyone knows who your candidates are a nd vote only Cor 
your own candidates. If ycm hava a blackboard, maybe you can 
draw a l!llample ballg'l; :.~.nd ,'IJl how people how to mark. i·t. If' a pe ·rson 
can 1-t read or wr! te • rsom'@o.ne can h~lp h:tm :fi l l out hie ballot. 

After El\~"t'H"YOn~ h <HJ marked hi~ bal l ot o ount how ma.ny votes 
each candidate got. Then f'ill ou t a f'{H'n~ 1 ike th:i s 1 

~r==· ==-====· ===.·~· =-=··==·=·-=--:====· ==·==·==========~==· ~ 
! On 1 de. te naonls vot~dl, (the numbe r rd ;farmers 

II eligw~"ble ::t~i"'f:S of' ASCS CommunU;;y i' .... :r"""l;;;..;;c.,...-...;~_..;.;;~:........~~ 

[;~~~:~=-=·=·===·=·=·===:===========~ 
Then write down the names of the candidates they voted £or, 

end how many votas each candidate rao~ived. 

Make ~evaral c op ies of thaa0 rec o rds and aaa that they are 
kept in safe placea until needed . You will need them whan the 
vot~e are ooun.-t;edo 

Along with tha ballot will ba two other envalapea. One 
envelope ~ill be plain. The other will have the addre ~s or the 
ASC$ County Office on it. 

' r;;:.7;-~,_"' "!"' iyn,,_._.....,, r-_..-,··. 
\ ". -· ~ . ·~ 
· ·-·---~~~ \ i i-----l I i 
~ .._,.,_.,..,~-- ~ :: . .,. ..;;o;u: ... . .~J 
! -~---~ ~ 
L;=:.=~t 

Vhin the farmer haa £illad out his ballot, he should put the 
ballot into the plain anvelope.and seal it. 

envelope a n d uaal it. 



Sealing your ballot 

On the back of tbe addreased envelope ia a · place for the 
farmer to aign hia name. This ~haws that nobody £oraed him to 
vote. IC the farmer cannot Bign his name he should make an X 
and another peraon should sign hi• name ae a witness. 

I£ th~ f'armer dO~$ not sign his name or make a mark on 
tpe addreased envelope, hia vota will not be counted. 

Mail your ballot or take it in peraon to the ASCS Of£ica. 
Y.01JH BALLOT 't-HJST BJ!~ t·iAil.tl!iD ON OR BEF'OHE DECEMBER. 2. 

r ~HAT =0 ~ M~ke·~.· ure ;lJ.::;;;;;;.;-ur;der•tand-s the c~~;;,o tvayj• 
aal and aign the ballot~ Be aura ev~ryone mails or 
ga his ballot to tha ASCS Offioe by Daoemb~r 2. 

·. ·_ . . -· 'f p ·- ' . ..,., . . --

4. Counting I he~ Votes 
The ballot• that ara mailed in to the ASCS Oftiae are 

a"}.l kept in a 1Qck~d box unt ·ll th(;) count. The counting ia 
s~pposed to taka plaaa in a public building, probably tha ASCS 
Off~ce. Anyon• vbo ia interested can go and watah the ballots 
b~ing ooun.ti!ld. 

Soma time baCora December 7, tha ballots ara counted. Tha 
A~CS Office ia aupposed to let the public know in Advance when 
and where ·the tJounti:ng at ballot~ will take place. They are 
s~pposed to put up postGr• or announce :i.t OV(;ll' the radio. 

Tbia 1~ how the votaa ara counted% Farmer• who voted ma1.led 
t~eir anvelapea hack to the ASCS Of~ica by December 2. The Of~ice 
workers oan t'illll by looking a·t the ou.taida envelope \fhat community 
ttla envelop.;;t C<.\!fH'l .from. .fld.l the t.'H'lvalopos £rom each. community 
a~a put into a ~Hspat·ato box. On th<cr day the votes R!'(~ counted, 
9?-ah box ia open;]'Jd up. 'The vo·t;e eoul"l.tat"'f!3 are supposed to l(H)k 
tbrot~h all the outside envelopes to make sure that tbey wera all 
~lgned. If an envelope was signad it is opened up and the plain ' 
e~velape with the ballot inside ia taken out and put in ona pile~ 
AJl the outside envelopes that ware opened up ara ptlt in another 
ptle. I£ any outside envelopaa were nat aigned they ara not 
qjened but they are put in a third pile. Then tha plain envolop~~ 
~lth the ballota inaida are a~l mixed up. The plain envelopes 
at~ . opened Uj:) and the YOte~~ a.r--e counted • 

Thi• way nobody can tell how you voted. 

OVEH 



Counting · the votoa, cont:l.nuad 

WHAT TO DO~ Find out when and wher~ the votes will be ~ounted.l 
EnoQuraga p@ople t(:l< go down and t'latoh the count:lng.. I 

-----------...,.,~ ~~----l 

When all th9 votes are counted, tba 5 people with tha highest 
number ··:o:r votEts are tha new ASCS Community Commi tteaman. Tho person 
in flacn community with the highest numbtn• of' vote~ ia the Chairman. 
The pe{'son with. the tJ~cond highest number of" votes iS! the Vice
Chairmft,n.. Thi9 parson with t.ha third highaet is the Membar. Tha 
laet t~o aro the First and Seco~d Alternate$. 

If two people get the same number at votes, something will 
have t~ be done to br~ak the tie. A tie can h~ broken aithe~ by 
ohance~{for example tos~ing a coin) or hy hRving a ravota. The 
candid~to• can choose the method of tie-breaking they want .to usa. 

WHAT to DOt I£ you kept a record af how people voted, you will 
b~ 4ble to tell if any votes wera lost or change~. For 

I 
exa~ple, according to your raaords FarmGr Johnson got 80 votos. 
Wheri the votes are counted at tba ASCS OCfice, you find out 

· th:(t Farmer X only got JO votes. Then you k.now that 50 ballots 
got : lost aomewbero. 

The C9unty Convention 
Soinf!· time betwaen December 5 a nd 12, the County Convention 

will bL bald. The ASCS Office should announce when and where 
the Cn~nty Convention will be held. It mu~t let all the nevly
electe~ Community Committeeman know abo11t the County Convention 
so thai can come and vote. Anyone who wants to watch the County 
Convention can oo.m® also & 

-"I 
:} 

Al the County Convention the Chairman, the Vice-Chai rman. 
and tb~ Member £rom all the n~wly-alected Community Committees in 
the Go~mty choose f'ive farmers t.o ba on the COUNTY COMHIT'fEiL 
Tha 5 ':farmers elected to the COUNTY COMMITTEE can be any 5 :farmers 
in the / county who a.r~ eligible to vote in the ASCS election. 

' 
..-~-·------------------· --~--·-·-· --··--------------~---. WHAT tO DOt Make aure all your winning candidates know when the 

Cout1ty ConvEHl·tion will be. Sae that ever:tone who is supposed. 
to ;yote attend:;; the County ~t1011~ 

.... 

~1e Negro farmers who ware elactad to the Community Committee 
in E!lac'f;. community should all gat together be:fore tha Convention 
and da~lda who they will n.omi.nate nnd vot~ for to hfii on tlH~ COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

-~ 

If any of the people ne elected are Altarnates, they should 
also hel.p decide who thay want to elect to th!!> COUNTY COMMITI'J'l~Io~ 

and they should gc to tha County Convention. Alternates do not 
usualli vote~ but i£ v oting members are abeant the Alternates 
will vote in their place. 



' 
TIMETABLE 

DATE THINGS TO DO 1 ==================::t:= ·-··-··---~-~----.- -===:::;::;:;:=="•=w••=" ou=-=··=-•=--=-·=---
A$ soon al!1l possible -~to A:s'cs "''6cnmty Of'f:to9 i get map showing--

community boundaritHli gat list of eligible 
voter/5 if' p<Msible 

--Find people in aach community wha will work 
on ASCS elections 

!
!: --Find a place in eaoh community where meetings 
: and workshop• can be held 

I --Each community should have meetings to choose 
thair 5 candidates 

--Have 6 or more farmers sign a petit:i.on f'or 
each candidate 

--Any Carmer wbosa nama is not on the county 
li~t muat go to ASCS OC£ice with proof that 
he ia eligible ta vote 

... -..;.... ___ . --------.--·-------l··---~------·-----~----·-------------··-------·--·-·-·-·----~------·-···-·-
November 2 - Letters I --Co~munity workers al1ould canva8a everyone in 

from ASCS Of~~ca go I the community door-to-door to find out i£ 
to farmers telling I people got a. l'!}.tten if not they should 
about election , tell farmers ahout ASCS and enoourage them 

I ~o go to.ASC~_or~ica to !et thelr name$
1 

on 
~h• list, may~a take peo~la down themselves 

I --Any £;;,rme:tr who did not g~·t 1\ letter should go 

-·---------------1---•o_:scs ~~H-oe :ith-=e£-th~ ~~~-i~~:=·~~ 
November 12 - 1 --Be sure all nominating petitions are brought 
~. ominating petitions! to ASCS Office by November I~ 
ftav8 to be brought 1 
to ASCS ofrica · ..... ·rry to get the ptl::)tition5 -to th~ Of'Ltoe a .few 

day• earlier. That will give you tirna to gat 
another petition •igned in oaae fir~t 
petition ia di•qualified 

--People in each community should be canvassing, I ta.Hd.ng about l$lectit:H1s and. their oandidate:f;! 

-------------------------·--L-.. -. '"-· --· -·-·-·-------·-.. ··--------· ·---·~-----------------~-----------... ~.--- .. --
N6vembor 22 - Ballotm 
mailed to farmers 

--Anv ~armar who did not get a ballot should go 
t~ C~unty Office with proof that he 19 
.c.l ·t ~·! 'ol ,.,.· tr• ··~ ... -~ . ., ~~ • .A.~; ..L "''" -..::;1 \I;,.;< v '1).$ ...,.'(';,> 

..,...,If a farmer k.n%)Wf3 h~ is on the county li5t 
but he didn 1 t get a ba11ot, he ~hould go to 
ASCS Office and aek for a Second Ballot 



TIMETABlE CONTINUED 
1 

, . . • ~~~·:ua: aA'ili · :ez&!>E il~••. 

--·~-~ .. -.. . ~-~--~-~Hi~G~=!o=· ~=D=O=; ====~=n=--==h-
Nov~mber 22 - Ballote -·~Ei\) · ~tn·>'!ll p1$opl® know who your candidates 
mailed to farmer0 are and vote only £or your candidates 

· ( eonti.nu~d) 

1
- -If your a~ndidatea are not print®d on the 

, ballot, 1et peopla know thay can write 
! · tha1r namas in 

--People in each community ehould keep 
record~ of how folk~ voted and how many 
sen t in ballot!S 

-~-l 
December 2 - Ballots 

have to be baok in 
ASCS Office 

1 --B~ $Ure that people know how to saal and 
1 sign ballots correctly; ba aura a ll 

I
. ballots are brought or mailed to ASCS 

O:ff'ioe by December 2 

I 
Between December 3 ...J~,·--· 

and 7 - Vote Counting --Find out when and where counting will 
taka place, encourage people to attond 

B~fore December 12 -
County Convention ' 

--Check vote counting 

----------------·--
--Winning candidates from all communities 

I 
should ~eet before County Convention 
and deolde who they want to choose for 

I Coun t y Committee 

--Only the tap J from each community . vote 
at the Convention, but anyone can attend; 
find out when and where Con~ention is 
being held and encourage paople to 
attend 

- · -------------+~--·-·----~ --· ··-- .. -- _ ........ ------·-·------ ---
Duri~g tb~ whole 1--Kaap recorda o~ complain ts 
elec~ion ~ariod · 
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Clyd~ Co tt onseed 
Box 10~ Rt. 2 
Kirksey, Mi s sissippi 

161 81 
Ll5B 

! 
l---------·----~-·--..------_,..-----------~"''Q ............ -. ..... .,....... .... ---~--------------·---·-·--~·-....... ~......-.-~--~-... _.. ___ ,...,.,..,-.,--.. -~ .... ----~-----·--................ ,_--.J 

Th~s is the back or the envelape that 
goos back to tbe County ASCS O:f:fice . 

Sign it where it says "Signature of 
Voter" and vrite in the date. 

Thi.s is the front of the same envelope. 

'"'. . 

r.~,;;;;;rs.q;:;;s [);;,"fV",..il'I~Jt1· tR ~Jt''-'tf:;.q,.t~-- - · -····--fi:~i:-·f;;r-·i 
A~tl<;df>..~ r-J) i SK.b, it' a<.l1-i<)i'l ·~!'loll lv iiSf1'' 1 ~( h'tYJ ) ,;-11/;("f 14~ (h:. ft ; C' l\"3' . ! 

~H·"' i;r·ts ;~i 

I 
l 
i 

l 
'-~-----· ___ ..,.._ ____ ,..,___.,._, ________ ~---------------- ___ .,...__._,..._,_ __ ,.. ____ ~_.,..,.,...._,;.,, 



t"· i~~ .. r~~~ re ~ ~ c ~ I $ t " ·" 
;;·~~ ,:3 K ... rJ i 0 r fii a g 0 i1 g; 'U ~~1 '\'i!ii lj1 ~ . "' '{)' 

"" ~:J~ L ~ !i8 ij,._ J 
]; '"' _,_: .:fo:;:-: t>J;.:;.t :l.on. 1n thia hH~dbc .~k carno from the :fol low i ng 

''P''l G: YJ fH1C1 f l'O n Y ~. si t ~'l and t0lephone calla to the S-ta t ~:rA SCS 

r~ you would like to ch~ck on something in the handbook, or 
;uu waEt more inCo r~a tion about someth~ng~ look in these 

:·~ : .. ~- ... ,~'? .. A ·0 6f ~-: 

.. '·1 ,;f ~;h:a:~o p h;.:;r .. ph l ~ts a .. e put ou t by: th~ United State:~ 
~· tr(;,¢;1 t; ()1;. ... \gr .... :l.ctll ture. l4ri t ~ to: 

Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D. C. 20425 

~ ..::~~.~-· (:.(d.li ~t ;r t~.Z5C ~-:i. ()f'f'ice s110 t..lld ~.I so l1o .. Vf:~ copi~5 of' t h es~~ 

~nl 6t s. I£ t hey do not, you will have to wr i te fo r the m. 

'i. d.o:;;. • g .,,:;;.{ :pilu.mphlrd; ahou.t ASC S ::~.nd other f';t:r-m programa 
~~:; lie;(; -~~~~ .... t)ft?_P-2J:!llntc.o!;~ F·a.rsn .r~t:Of5 ~a~~e 

e~t Lt. write to this a d dreea and sand 60¢: 

United States Commission on Civil Nights 
Washington, D. C. 20425. 


