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-Dt> :roo plant ectton7 YCIII cap ""tel " llY..ord of ...... th and pl"inted leanet, OOPO 

Spnol" t.boo """do, .cros~ rural Mbrl!f!dpPi . .lIlY r~r , black or white, ....... eUgible , 

Ther e IRIS nc reg1~ t.r aticn. nc literacy ;;"st , PO poll tax. It you lie"" .. ta .... 

ol/'llCr , tenant, or sh:lrccropper, yw could vote---lI.nd tor """,WTl£ 1tIU ccrulll 

rcallJ' und!!rst.epd. y"" WOIH WUIlI Cur the ..en in )"OIU' c..-mity l1li0 _1<1 ha ... 

.. s., in what )"'lUr cotton .1lo~t _III ~ ter the codng year . 

The concept ... , ,tartlilll ' Negt'O«I \mow about the eDttOll vote , but lev "WI%' tried 

to p.a:rUc1patAl . And nov they were being 1.old that they owld be c.nd:!.dato:oa , 

With II. litUa orgardut1on , u..,. could pOllribl3' Idc, ~ l!.!!:-

Cotton 1, II. cont:-olled crop. !ae!'l yecr , the 0 . 1 , Depar~t of Agriculture 1I8~ 

• .,arketi'1l quota tor tJle IlI'tion, and an cottQfl Idtl:d.n the quay 1" digible tor 

prle. orupport . 'l'he Fillderal I~t sets .. national..."..,.,., IUOu.eut . and 

county 110 .... 1 , lI>Cal peeple take .,....,.. . Elected c.-itu-n cletendne the aDct 

.crc"s" dlcboent ter • ...".y tam in t he county. Field!! are 1!Ie.~ed . 2nd t~s 

1Ih0 ">:Celli their 8CTeap IUOtJoent an .... de to 1'10" up the nl.&d .. 0.... It h 

• IIer1C118 b.ts1null 111 t.he eotton !lute, . 

~posal . the 1n<l1v:1.dJ.al fUIIIV ...ake8 hill applioation , 1I1Id the .ereage 111 doled 

ou.t at the dhcretion of the eou.lIty eOl!ll!l1ttee . n.e ecn:dtt.ee ilio appoint/! the 

-.. • fe" <lollar, pllid to have :rcur !'1el"" F ...... mrred 01111 "''''' ",.. '"<>M'J' end 

heartache vIIen t he ec tt OTl i" fru1ti"ll ' the cotton conoi t tee" hive been a vh1te 

Oper.tion . ... Z;egro f8l'l>e" applies f or Ill! extra fou. .. ~C"IS • • 1Id 18 Vanted aIybe 



.e.., .... n.hts of ODI! . The big wtdte ~lenter gete an addi l:1onal twenty !11th 

HIIe , rlnc:. M 1.!1 general1;:r on the ecr.d.ttee. ,","" =oj th" ~l hcts at 

polltical 11t", lind cotton ," po11tlc, in )tU,1l!rl;>pi . 

!he cotton ?Ote is called the .9.0 eleetion, n-.:I tor the Agriculturel 

,St..Ibi11uUon and C~""'Tlltlon Service ot tMI D!~ at jgricul~, which 

.cF.d.n1,ters the 'ystem. Loc. l c<n!IUnity el!>cUoM are , cheduled •• ch ~er . 

Fanoers ""te tor 1'1"" c<XTn1tte«ten , and the "",n with tha tdghte,t n\tOber ot 

vote.. 18 chairun and deb:gate to the count)' "oo"'lntioo. 'MIa ,,"""tJ' con_ 

...,1:1"" tllen ehose. the C<>WIt)' cDrZ1tt.e-n. 

"nd, 7"at the c ..... nit)' ''3C electiOl'lll WWe held"" Deeftlbfto)rd . OOPO 

cIcd.<Ied to try t.o "'" cllndldate.. 1n hel"" rural """ntles . !he probl_ 

..we rlIollar t.o tbM" any 1"""",..,1. VOUj) tae", 1 too t1.rst t1%>e ""1.. !he 

Mints >IOr;,,,no tound the,. couldn ' t r,at .".lntonoat1"" on """",,,nit)' boIInd&r1es , 

Six 81:gnat~' """,a needed on e..:h can<l1<1ote ' s petition, end tMI Negr o 

tlInIIOno ...,..e Nlluctant to sign. /3_ ""0 <I1d 81m ...,.." tound to 11"" 1n 

another cCIr:oollrdty. """'Y cftn(t1",,~ had thair petl.tiom <I1,queU1'1od a nd 

had to run M ., ... it&-1m , Tho cftlHI1dew tl\elo'~el""s ...".e ga.,.,...all¥ thoee 

braWl c1tizc,,,, who had lad tho voter Nlgi,tI'aUon fight:. . 

In Panola county, RobeTt 111185, a N"Vo f......,.. with 11 tn.l ot 161 

&C'_ , 2" io cott,o,'j , """ '"'""'" the t1r8t t.o ""lunt.eer. Hoi """ tt.d tds 

howIo ahot into a n"",bet' at til!Ies , and this ..-, om.,n htt PIt up wtdte 

'tOluntoeno 1n what used to be his ...."t.er ba<!rOc.l , he .... , the 'Oicu. at 1.>10 

teor g . .., boIobl! and nightly thra<lknl.ng phoo" c~lh . Miles ,tarted a Vl)ter 

r egi8tl'oticn ctr1"" 1n Panole county bncl< :ln 1958 , t>lO Y"nr. botore the 

t1rat dt-iM , 111.8 CMO led to the t"",,,,,. U . ~ . Firth Cireuit CO\Il"t at 

Appeala <!<>chi"" which !>palled the r eg1etl'ation bo<>l<!o ot Panola county ter 

one )"GlIT, !l1thout the WlUd ~ ........ ntll deaU .. \11th intcrpretlt10n at 

the ItLsrls51pp1 eOl'lllUtuUoo. 17. I'lliell i.e a detendned..... . !Ie al1"" 

"I '. not B" ... ed. 'I1xT<> ', no need of ..... nn1 .. lIwny. !tole is lIlT "-. I ' . 



heno to ~tay . 1 think. 11 1 ron . I/tIat !MI.ld happen to the re,t or the peopla 7 

Will they all I"Im--"nd if ~",," _~ rill they go? So Ilolxrt ~IC!I stays 

and 1'1,l)t.II taJ' tho doIy 1Ih~" hi, tw llttle 3"'" 11111 prncttce Ia" and .. dlc:1 .... 

in I eh.~od H1snsn7.'1 . 

Panola cwnw bor<ter~ the ll~tbenrn portion or the Mlo!3isnpp! Dllt.. 

that nat. r1ch. bl""k ~oil are:! of the ~tnte llhere land i9 highly prilcd . 

for it:'! produotivi t ,", Iceordlll£ to U, <; , CCrml~ figure" 1'(1;ro ft\l'f!\ cpe!"lItors 

outn1Jr1l)er wtdt.es in th~ cnnnty by ovt"r 500. 'IbD oom tce:r rc~pon'1'ole for 

organhi~ tho A3C vote in Panoln l1li, uoo up ot ju,t t w :<erker.- 'Mt!:I 

wtdt.e , 'ft>e 'taU of tbe l'Ne.:'<EO CIlntcrtl 10 .!h~~rl?Pi tt::! 'oce!I I'(!duced 

drll,ticallY noee the 'm=cr Project, Ono n>luntcer "",0 ph .... to "t,q 

in!5et!.n1t.>l,y 1, ~ WilU...". 1m incredible 18 l"!'.:::--ol<lwit.l> ao inex

hliu,tible SIl?pl,y of cncr~ 111\0 c_ t'roa I.clIerst , Y..1.5,achu,att:'! . 1'tICettler 

with Penny Patch. 2C }"t:U3 old lind II tI'.nr j'C{lr wterno of ce. Chri, r ode 

lip and do"" the dir t rOil"" of P~oolll County. Mlki~ to far:o owner' 1M ,hore

cropper' lind di~trlootino! hi, hOMl-fl'c;\o lonn ot,. Chrl, on:! Penny OT811n1~cd 

n,,-,"~ ' _IJ~" 1n tho f'1'113 COlllm,mit.J.<l"J (out or a tetol or e:!.<:ht) they >lCl"e 

_1<:1,. and ... "" duly virit:'! to thc1r 1«.7 cont.r.ct:'! . 

I!oralo> among tho cmtdidaW!l ~ .. :I to bot boOst.e<l rq:u.l .... l,y. In the Sardl" 

c....unitj. 1oIbcre. t"Illl sht..D ~, n..., Krcro e&ndi<ll>tc!I _ PIIt 111' . t&!"lOCr 

FeU" Webb told t.1t1" st'-'TY' "OIIr c""11".,,,y got i nto tho r-",... . the ~"."thorn 

Report.cr . 1ttr£e of the 0Ihit.e Ct:!'IJ:1d1lto.. e(l,"", CIIt to 8ce nco 'l'be7 c_ risht 

ut into the tid"" where I w~ IIOrkiTl(; . hk"" ""' . did I Imo .. what J "" 

dc:1ne? They talked mght nioo aboot it-- ju~t told ".,,, to vith"" ... rrtY nIII:lO 

All it _ld ",va .,0 8 lot ot mbm-r1!8 ..... nt . . roFC called the Dop/U'tmllnt or 

4rlrnlt..,..., and tho FiI! . J.ction _ proqot. 'ft>o wtdte chld. ...... n or t~ '-r_ 

dh c~,mty A'3C t'...a~ 8 trip to see I'r . ileb!l ;:nd ,rld it .." Db,. vitti Id. 

that "" ..... ,..." r-~'n1", . '1a7II 1':1' . Webb . -OJo 110 dcdded to ~t.ay 0'1' . " 

Chrl., WUli.,.. ..... (run>! .. l ot <>r Slmpurt r.,.. t.hB 1.'JC vote ..ore t"" Negro 



Roand NebOll on the I/.ar.I 1'1lln1,.otJlTl ~ .. k07 aethut. CI'..rUn ~ 1a . 

IIh1te pl.nt.er IIlth J , OClO I:cr~ in t.! ... Cl ....... tIall cll,IOIW\ity. !!:I.gllt hund:red are 

in eQttOfl . ~ U ehoinlllln ot U .. C!'.,.".h .... ~ ........ o1tT ~'IC cOIIIIIl1ltee . Forty 

llhueeroppi,. tlllldlies U ... OIl hi" Lv.d , rAi,", hb crtIp!I rl1¥" hiJo , and r.ce:l ... 

the prof'1t$ rrc:. hlllr or \lhnt they produce, IlliTIUII operlting , hauU~ , and 

tertiUaer cxper>te8 which ~ ""t.crIII1T1C'1 . , ,.. ",ara • ~h.8recropper can 

IIIIIko nothing a t .11 . Hio IIlte uoually _leo a" • <IIQ' l.cborer, tor )0' , n 

hour, ten houra ,day. Mr . Neloon didn't tccl it wuld be too wUa to rIln 

clireetly ag"" .... t hu boIIo...., Hq!I(IIho could thn> .. IdJo eff the land at lin)' 

tiJooo), but ho c:ctively supported th .. ca nd1dacy ot Mdroll Curt1.!!, "Negro 

fln.l;l' rIlIIII1 .. l1li II wr1~in, c:t.r1!I ,nc! I'1InrI7 _de rrequent w1sit$ to the 

unpc1nud IIOO(! "h£ek belonging to the Nel"tIn flllflly, wtdch, lue1d.17 rer thG 

001"0 people. rlt$ r1,ght 111m,; 111"" ot the country road llhich rIlM through 

the \Jc;y{ plent.nt:1on. • pla..ution 111 prh1ltc propart;T. and aF) 1IOrl<er8 

ar<l rIlJI off IIhcne,",r t.he7 ar<l lI!'Ctl.oed. t'har h.ve tound it boIIt to to,,,.,l 

a t ni&bt """" • "tr .... e"" 1~ 1":~ I"".3:1ble , 

TIle interior Qt the Nelllon ~hllck 10 unadorned U'C.pt fer tl/O lUKe 

e .. pa1&n poIItera . One i, of ~ck!1lt JohnIItIn, lind the other ,ho1r.I the 

nd.U ... blMk tlee or ',nnie Lou IIuoer , Fread01ll Daoocr.tie PartT cand1d,te 

tor ~~II . Mro. """"''I' ""lI her"eU e ohnJ'ecroppcr , berore ,1\0) """ thro"" 

off the lttnd tor ber rlKhto ""ti'OitT. 1I0bon and hb lI11'e &rO ~t.ered 

voterl! ' Chrb lind Pcnl:Q' pllid .. 1~1 t,..M1rNto 'Oillit to Roland 1I .. 1aon t he da1 

betor" the .VJC ""te. N.J.."., i~ eonf1dent he C~n r ound up a lnrp gl'0Ilp of 

Ilhuecr"PP"'I'" ror the veti... . "-th1~ 18 011 hia Idnd. ..... .. hid " UtUfI 

_tJ. .. rlI>CO "" oall 1"" I llllt , O>riJI , " he mlcd . '\o/fl h.nvc ,,_ oc.nndl 

hcJ'c for the bee, ..... n . . 1\11 ,bolle Chr10 • pa1nf'UllJ' han6-lettorCl'd Uot, 

an oight..-hnur day for tho Mn<b, at $I. an hO\l'l'I regular pay-crt ~aturday 

.. t 12 noon, i .... t.ead or when 1'Ir . IIIIJ'I'I gote 11'1' lind to itl payiOCnt b7 c'*F""a 

bail II1l1ght, tlllltead of gin IIII1&ht. Chrta atrllggle. to under.tand tboo 

II1l14ht Pl7*mt llroblC11 , 11>0 harni .. 
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0", pell ... teller .....-ested. nCtoT1~1 one Ifcl'l"o C~tT e __ tt ... eheir

.an dected in Ka<!hon CowltYI ".,. NC&l"O eha1 .... n and tilt> dten..tM elected 
lei- Itt 

in Ho~ . Res>olts or .. ail t.llotina: in ethCT ccunties w111 be \mo,", 
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