FDP
THE CONVENTION CHALLEMNGE

many friends of the FDP have expressend concern and confusion
as to why the FDP delegation at Atlantic City refused to accept
the decision of the Crenentials Committee. Ihat decision gare
Dr. aaron Henry and Rev, id King votes As Dalagatqs-at-Lar§a
required thatthe fegular Democratic Party of Mississippi pledge
support to Johnson Fumphrey in bovermer, andprovided for a
con dittee to work on requiring that the 1968 convention all
delegates be chosen through processes which donot exclude Nezro
registered voters,

In analysing'uh; the FDP did not acecept this compromise, it
is important tg underzsand first what the FDi 'dnlasaniun represented
and what it accpmplished at the convention, The FUP delegation
was not simply and. Yalternative™ delegation chosen by Fesro instead
of white Mississippians., The VDP is not a Hegro party, bal an”
intefratad party, open . to all whites., 1t grows directly out of the
civil rights movement in Hississippi It came o Atlantie
City demanding, not simply that “esroes be represented, but that
racism be ended - in kississippi and in the Lemocratic Party

lioreover, the condiclons under vhich the FDF delegation
was chosen were certainly unigque. Though the FBF delegation
was chosen according to the laws ol iississippl, its role was
only partially political. This is so because uimpl? Lo take
part in political procesces of the state mukes the Fesro in
idssissippl automntically a rebel against thesepsrezated society,
hisrenhsthat he is in immediave and zrave danper of losin -
his job, his home, and poiuibly his life. wny of those vho
represented the D at ktlantie City have sul'fered the riost
brutal and continual reprisals ever sirco they besan working
for ¢ ‘eir political rizhts., This lends a seculiar and unigue
air to the> elforts te atte)d the Cnnvention, and means that
they were litera.ly gamblihgz thcir lives against the right of
being seated in atlantic Ciuy.

The third thinz that must be understood is that the FDr

+had the supgnrt it needed to win the fight at Atlantic City.
“ithin the Credentials cormitiee thede was suffici-nt support

to zet the FDP's demands on the floor of the Conveition, throush
the signinz of a minority report, On the floor, there uas
sufficient su;jort to force a roll call vote. Once a roll call
was allowed, most observers agreed that the FUr would have been
seated, ‘Mhat prevented t¢his was the massive pressure from

the White House, Lhrough the mediation of Hubert Humphrey. The
FDF delegation was aware of all of this, and it therefore knew
that the leadership of the party and the Lonvention was denying
it what if faet it had the popular support to win, This kind

of dictatin, is what Hegroes in idssissi pi face and have always
faced, and it is precicely this that they are learning to stand
up against,



.

The soecific ressons for the rejection of the Committee!s
decision follow:

1. Qupport.r: of the comprimise argued thet the two seats
would have great symbolic value, But 68 symbols would have been
a lot better than two, We must stop plraying the game of accepting
token recognition for real change and of allowing the opposition
to choose a few “"leaders” to represent the people at larE -
espacially if, as at the Convention, the opposition is all white
and the people are all Negro, If the E;nple are 7oin to be-
heard in this country, then we must :ia vhe country talk with
and listen to them, and not a handpicked committee, The - -
people sent 68 delegqtes that they chose in open eonvention,.
he delezation could not wiolate that trust, - ' '

2. the firat provision of that comgmnmisa-was that the

Regular delegation would be fully seated and recognized, The

FDP did not go to ..tlantic City to vote for a proposal which A
would recoznize the Hezular party as the Democratic representatio
tive of Mississippi. The FDP came to unseat the regulars because -

they don't represent the people of Misaissippi ZIven the two -

scats offered to the FOF would not have been Missiesippi votes,
but merely votes at large, ; '

3. The compromise made preiense ot setting up ::ons of

challenging delegation 1n'19£& from states which Interfers

with Hegro Eﬂﬂicip&tinn in the part; But the Credentials

Committee, in private talks iith the PDP delegation, said that

it would not ziarantee a single registered voter added to the

lists in the nexxr {four years. .Less than 6 percent of voting-

are hegroes are now regiscerced in the state, In order to

participate in regzular democratic party politics in Mississi

you muast be a rezisterse voter. ¢ compromise proposal t

only with iyotersh, do, wven if llegroes are pormitted to attend

meetinzs in 1968 to prove the party is "open”, they don't stand
real chance of having a voice in the decision of that party.

L. “ome supporter. of the compromise argued that the FDP
was representing all Nezroes in the codntry and the two seats
offered would mean a lot to them in Northern gl.ics, where
rioting has been taking place. But the 68 persons came to
Atlantie City to represent the Hegroe of Mississippi and not
the ¢ountry as a whole., That is the nature of all delemzations
at the convencion. It is unreascnable to ask the Mississippl
.elezation to bear the burden of the ontire couniry = especially
since it is one of the most powerless groups in the country to

/actually affect conditions, Ther: is no reason why the Negroe
uflhiisiasippi should be saecrificed on the alter of Htiona
politlica,

5. The compromise offered no precedint for the future,
essecially since it was not based on any precent in the past, -
It offered the ¥DF nothing in che way of permanent rdcognition,
patronage, official scatus or a guarantec of participation in
the 1968 convention.  The compromise was a completoly one-shot
affair; the FDP is not, 3



6. The committec sct up to review such matters for the

1968 conveition has no official status or power-with rogard to
the 1968 convention. It may look good on paper, but its strength
lies there on' the paper and nowhere else, :

7. The compromise was an eifort by the administration
led by President Johnson, to prevent a floor fight on the issue
at the convaention, The cumgromiaa was not desizned to deal with
the issues raised by the FDP in challanging the regular delegationl
‘he FDP delezaicon came to atlantic City to raisc the issue o
radm not sin ly to demand recognition, It could not accept
a token decision which has as its goal the avoidanccof the
gquescion of racisn,

Finally it must be understood that the FOP delacation did
not come Lo atlantic Clty bez for crumbs, They camc demandnng
full rights, for themsclves and For 1,000,000 other human beings,
They would have acceptod any hanurabia compromise betwesn reason=
able men. The tcst was not ‘hecher the FPDP could accept "political
realism', "but rather whothor the Conveiton and the Hational
Democratiec Farty could accept the challenge prescunted by the
F'gl?'. Thg Convention and tho Pational Democratic Farty failed
tnat test.

PLAFS OF THE I .SISSIPPI FREZDOM DalOCHATIC OARTY

*Under the impetus of the Convention Challenze at Atlantic
City, the Froedom Democratic Party has undergone sroat zrowth
and solidification throuzhout !ississippi. Local leadership
is taking over a large’ and larger share of the organizational work
of the party and the rclated efforts of voterregisiration and
education, District, Gnunt{, and Preeinct meetingzs are being
held all over the state to furthor these proszrams, The main
tads of the #DF in the pext few months will be o see that focus
in given to tho politicnl work nnd that materials arc available
to Turther the educitional wrogram. Theso elforts yill center
around the ¥reedom Vote and the now Freedom Primers.

THE FREDDOM vOTT

the main c.Tort of the I'DP in the noxt six wecks will be a
Trectlom Vote to be held Octover 31 and Hovember 1 and 2. ‘The
F.-eedom Vote will o 'obn o A& poopls, - ro aud white, reglster-
ed or unrezistercd, who 4dre at lcast 2L una rcaidonts of Missia-
sippi. Lyndon Johnson and Hubert Humphery will be placed against
Bary Goldwater and William iiller in the Freedom Vote, Thc FDP
will also run Dr, aaron Henry for the Sgnate, lr, Harold Roby

for Congress in the lst Distriet, Mrs, ¢ ¢ Lou'Hamer in the
2nd Distrist, Frs Annie Deyino in the 4th District, and Mra.
Victoria Gray in the 5th District.

The FDP is also supportinz the Johnson-Humphrey ticket in the
rezular eloction liovembor 3, The FDP candidates (except Mr, doby}
will enter that election as Independents., The 'DP will be the only
major group in Mississippi supporting Johnson-Humphrey in Kovomber.
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The Regular Democtatie Party of Mississippi has openly endorsed
the Barry CGoldwater-William Miller ticket,

The FDP is Huppﬂrtin% Johnson and Humphrey cven though it was
Johnson and Humphrey who blocked the seating of the FDF at Atlantic
City. It is doing this because it recognizes the importance of-

a Johnson-Humphreoy victory in Novombor; and because it believes,
despite Atlantiec City, in the ultimate ability of the Dembecratic
Party to moct the_chailenge of the FIP and eliminate racism from
its ranks, It also knows that support for Johnsb's will help inits
fight a?ainnt the Regular Democratic Party because of the latter's
opposition to the candidates and Platform of the llational Party.

But since 94%-of Migsiasippi's Wegroes of voting age still
are not registercd, the VDF can offer only token support for
candidates in the rogular-election, Instoad, its efforts will
focus on the Freedom Vote, where anyone cah vote,. The importance
of the Freedom Votoc is that it gives to Mississippi's disen-
franchised Fezroes the chanto to participare in politics and
indicate their political prefercnces,

The FDP hopes to have more voies cast for its candidates in the
Frecdom Votg than are cast for the opposition candidates in the
regular election., In this way, the Freedom Vote will show, not
only that Mississippi's Hegroes would vote if they were allowed to
do so, but that the oubcome of the elections under such circumstence
would be radically different, It would also show that legroes would
be-.elected to publiec offices in Mississippi il the Negro half of
the state's population were allowed to voto.

The 19564 Fre .dom Vote will lead to further challonges on the
national lever, In Januagy the FOP will attempt to have the Mis-
issippi representatives to Congress unseated on the grounds that
they were chosen through a discriminatory voting progedurc, . The
FDP will show through the Froedom Vote that some at leoast of the
regular candidates would not have been eleocted if Megroeg had the
right to vote. If this effort fails, tho ¥DP will ask the Democratic
caucus to stri@héll-ﬂidsiﬂdippi repregentatives of their senierity
in Congress, is will also be done on tho zrounds of voting discerime-
ination, dnd on the grounds of rogular part disluﬁaluy, The FDP
expeets to cmorze from the Freedom Vote with a much strengthened:
organigation at the local level and with much broader awareness of
its goals among the licgroem of the atate.

THE FROBDOM PRIMGELS - The fDP has launched a major new educa=
tional program in tho state through the use of Frecdom Primers.
The Preddom-Primers are ahort1 simple booklets on differont phases

v

of politics, cconomicu, and civil rizhts as they cffect Mississi
pians, Ehe first primer concerncd Ihn_Ennxnnnian.ihnllnazn.anﬂ.ﬁﬂ;
F .

e primers will be distributed to MFDP activists and to
students in the Mississippl Project's Frecdom Schools. As much as -
possible, MFDP distribution will be made through local officers of
the party. In this way they will serve an organizational as well

as an educational function,

The primers will be used ‘as the basis of discussion at precinct
and county moetings and at voter registration mectings. It is hoped
that - the primers can be piublished once every 10 days for a full
year, each issu> on a different topiec, It is hoped the primers will
pruv{dc-a breadth of facts and concepts more vital to the growth of
political understanding than a more rigld educational program.





