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THE RIDGEVILLE STORY:The Invfsible ‘ndian Is Becoming A Force

For-.over 100I years 300 Iriiians : Cherckee ancestxy hunted,
farmed and inhabfted lands knowg as Fouk Holes. This lowland
country 18 separxated from the wHite mar’s land by both tangible
and intangible barriers. There{exists#a white community, a black
area, ,gnd an Indian area. The three g#oups only meet when it
hecomes necessary to spend mo at the® local mexchants'. The
cost of many items are highers®p the blacks and the Indians at
the local stoxes. The philos y of separate and unequal permeates

e a¥ea: the cemetery, the chuxch, the school.

The Indians at Four Holes, part of 1300 Cherokees in the 2
imnediate area, have been culturally deprived to the point of a
heritage disintegration. The Indian and his family survive only
‘because of his individuval resourcefulness. 1In 1963, with the
-awareness that only through education could they continue to
“exist in this new mechanical age, a few Indians attempted to organ-
ize a community project to better educate their children. Job
opportunities were almost non existent for the Indian either
because of his own lack of education or because of discrimination.

(The female Indian, who is barely able to read or write, has found
it impossible to find work.) Some Indians have gone to school '
intermittently for 10 to 12 yeaxs but have not gone beyond second
grade ‘in achievement level. " This can be attributed to the fact
that until 1963, when a.two classroom concrete block building was
speedily erected to pacify this newly vecal group, the only school
x was a one room wooden shack with a :

Along with the newly constrxucted school came three unqguali-
fied teache®saang.one.wygualified principal. The teachers had
borde XS college training and the principal makes claim to about two
years of college. There wasno rapport between the children and
~the teachexs. Fany of the children vere given menial tasks around
"the building. CSome were made to clean the teachex's nails and to
comb hex hair.

The distrust of the Indian toward the school people, coupled -
with the vast spread of disease among the children and the economic
demands of the family was of such an overwhelming nature that the
children averaged @ yearly attendance of 3 months. The children
were passed from grade to grade until they resched 6th grade.

Their advancement was made despite the lack of grade knowledge in
reading, arithmetic and other academic subjects. The children
wexe held in sixth grade until they became discouraged and dropped
cut of school. In this manner, the problem cof Indian children
going on to higher education was snxved

In 1966, the Indian parents requested tha their children
be transferred fxom the segragated Four Heles Elementary School
to the’Ridgeville Elementary School. Their request was denied on’
the grounds of overcrowding at the Ridgeville Schocl. Then for
some reason, the school suddenly about faced and decided ©to allow
12 Indian children to entex the Ridgeville Schocl for the second
half of the 1966~1967 school year. Two months latex, in just as
sudden a turn about as before the 12 Indian childven were returned
to the segregated Four Holes School without explanation. The

following vear, a portable classtoom building was placed on the
-
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