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THE RIDGEVILLE STORY~'l'he Inv~s~bJ.e fndian Is Becoming A Foxce 

Fq;. :.over 100 years 300 I~ians j Cherokee ances':~y hun\:2d, 
iarmed and irthahH:ed lands kno~lij as Fou\: Holes . This lo1.:1land 
count~y · i~ s eparate d from the w~ite ma~·s land by botn tangible 

_and intangible barriexs. Therelexists~ white c ommunity, a b lack 
area , ano an Indian area. The ~ree g~oups only mee t when it 
becomes necessa~y to spend mode a~·th~ tocal ·mexchan~s·. The 
cost of m~ny i~ems are higher•tp the blacks and the Indians at 
the lo.cal stores. The phi los~\' of separate and une qual permea'i:es 
~he area : the cemeterya the cnu~ch , th~ school . · 

\ . 
The Indi-ans at Fou~ Holes, par·t: of 1300 C'het"okees in t&'le 

immediate area , have been culturally depr;ived to the point. of a 
heritage disintegration. 'l'he Inc1ian and his fam:i.ly survive only 
becaus~ of his individual resourcefulness . In 1963, with the 

~ a'I.•JcU:eness that only t h rough education COl1ld they continue to 
· e:-tist i n this new mechanical age t a fet.-v Indians a~tempted to organ­
ize a co::mmmity project to bet·c.ex educa'i:e the: ... r child~en. Job 
opportunities were almost non existent for the Indian either 
oecause of his own lack of education or because of discrimination. 
(The female Indian, who is barely able to r e ad or write d h~s found . 
it impossible ·to find \tlO~k.) Some Indians have gone to s chool 
intermittently for 10 to 12 yea~s but have not gone bayond second 
g;.:adeiin achiev~ment l e ve l. This can be attributed t o the fact 
t.ha ·i: until 1963, \oJhen a. '0.-Jo classroom concrete b1oc1t. bui lding , .. ,as 

· · apeed~!y~~cted to pecify this newly vocal group, ·i:.he only school 
;--:::-;-.-.J¥Psr:l'ill!Pf' 'P!~' JILIM!!• 3•was a one room •;::1oode&'l shack wi t.h a . 

po~ belfiedr stove . 
i~. 

Alon9 ''d til the ne•.11ly constructed schooJ. came three unquali­
:i.ed teacije«s.&Afl~:...-on_e, ':ltVfL"Lta~ifieft p:ri11cipal. The teachers had 

~-..,,-.··n-c,- collcoege "t;raining and the p:cincipal n:akes claim to about two 
yeal"s cf college. Thm~e ·.-ia~ no raooo;;·t bet\'Jeen the children and 

.· the teache~s. lkmy of tl:e cl1ildr~n .;er, given menial tasks a:round 
' t he building. Some t~ere made 'i::o cl€)a.n the ·t;eachex ·~ nails and to 

comb hex hair. 

The distrust of the Indian 'Coward ·i:he school people, coupled -
'~ith the vast spread of disease among the children and the economic 
demands of the family \\1as of such an ov~l;'t'!helming na'i:m:e tha-t the 
children averaged ~ yearly attendance of 3 months . The children 
\Jexe passed f~om grade to grade until ~hey reached 6th grade. 
'::heir advancement ,,.,as made despite the lack of ·grade knm-1ledge i n 
reading, arithmetic and o"i:.her academic subjects . The chil.dx-en 
t-1ere held in sixth gzade until they became discouraged and dropped 
out ofl school. In this manner, the problem of Indian children 
going on to higher educat~on t-vas sol'lled. 

In 1966 , the Indian paren\:s requested that. ·che·ir childx-en 
ba transferred f4om t he seg~agated Four Holes Elementary School 
to the"Ridgeville Elementary Scbcol . The;i.~ requer;;t. t~Jas denied on 
the grounds of overcrowding at the Ridgeville School. ~1en for 
some reason , the school auddenlv abou~ faced and decided to allow 
12 Indian childa:-en to ente~ the- Ridgevil l e School fer t.he se~ond 
I-mlf of the l966-l967 school year. ~.'lo months lai:.e;.c# in j ust as 
s·Jdde11 a turn a 'bout .as be"'fore the 12 Indian chil ds:er: were retut:ned 
tc the segregat ed Four ~oles School without exp~ar~tion . The 
fo,_lowing year ~ a portabl e class:<"oom building vtas placed on t.he 
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1 y ~. JI.Jnas ot ·t. e E'our f'..o es Schocl and ho ·i.: lunch"'s 
· the fi&st t i me " ~ ware gi ven f or 

'rhe b . a ck c.~. nd Indian e o mzmlA.d ties f elt that the court: wa s 
~n ~ . .c:- , ~ .. .. • '"f d ~ ... s en ... J.. ,_.:t ve ::.:o ·c!leJ.:r neeo.s an ;a noycot.t of the Four Holes School 
v1a3 called . :t:n add it.ior;, a. boycott of the local merchants ~las 
called . Af·ce:r: a shm7t p e:i::iod, ~the school b c a r c1 voteo. 3 - 2 to have 
the RidgevU .le Sch oo l e nroll a l 1 t he I ndian children. '!'he super­
intend ·::n:c of schooL; advised the Indian pc:tr ents to enroll their 
chi ld'i:'en -;:;.he f o l lcwing day. 'This was on a Pr :i.day and on lt"~nday 
to xc= b.l. :i.~T.l ·;,:J :~th ·the neces:.sary money to pay for t:he school books. 
The ::enC.it:EA. pa:!:er.ri::.e. reported as directed on i"icnday and were promptly 
o-deJ:'e C\ o f f 1;;.he school grounds and told they would be subjec~ 
to i m::t:,:?dia:<·.e arrest if thev resisted. Seve;cal wer.e arrest.ed 
that. day and several IDOi.'e on ~.::.he follO\<Jing day at a meeting held 
on pr i vat.e pX"oper t y. It became apparent t .hat. over the weeker1d 
the school board had buckl ed under. the pressure from th~ white 
po'lt'er s t!:uctt.!r e • 

At 'i:h is point 6 an Indian Freedom School was established 
unc1e :;-; ·the leadership of a black \'>'oman~ rllrs. Victoria DeLee, 
em I:.:~d :i.an '\>lorr.~m~ l"irso Gertie Creel, and five University of South 
Car olina s t udents. The U .. SoC. students hecarne enthusiastically 
invo l ved i n ):he project and they soon left the universii:y to 
devote ·their time completely t o the Freedom School. 1\11 but seven 
o f t h e Fcm: Hol e s School chi l dren l e f ·t. 1:o a ·ttend the Freedom School. 

~vithin several weeks, the Welfare det-"'lar:tment ctrl:. off fi11ancia. l 
aid to f i ve families due to the children's attendance at the 
Fse edcm School . Al l Fedex-al food stamp d :i.str. i btrtion was also stop~o~d. 



-. ~ 

Th0 parents were told that all aid woul d be re~urned aa s oon 
a s t he child~en ze~u~n~d to tbe Fo~r Hol es School . 

.tn spit.~ of t nis intimidation the Indian F-£~edom School 
has p~og~eo~Ad and g r own. 'rhe school houra are f~oro 9:00 to 2:00 
P .l~~ daily. Full course instruction in such subje ct· a r eas as 
r ead :lng , mathematics, h ft.s":oi:'y , and writing are given. Plans for 
hygiene , nut~ition and Indian history on a~ adult level are being 
worked ou't for the communit.y. Community parents l"oJ:king togathez 
for the fir s t time a~e preparing hot breakfasts and lunches for 
the children. ;\ mobile hea l th unit of the o ., E~O .. has bee n nble 
t.o mea\: with "i:.he children and ~raat them fox such dis~asea a s 
conjunctivi·t~.s, intes~c.inal parasites and staph i nf ection . 

In o"tdar to maintain and hope:~uU.y expand this txetrtendoue 
c;!ffort, a gr~at deal of assis·tartce is needed. Outs i de h:alp has 
t:ae n good but it is not enou9'h- There i s a need fc:-c rooney, c lo·\:".h­
ing and shoes {childzen' s I men' s a nd ., .. ,omen • sj I cann'!d foods of 
all va ::r i eties. 

AJ.l checks"' .1bould be w.ade ou·t to: 

Four Holes Indian Freedom School 

All contr3but ions may be sen~ to Mrs. G~rtie C~eel 
Rou'C.e ~* ~ Box 140 
Ridgeville/ South Car olina 

OR -- --

For fu~the~ information contact Leon Guthe~z 
Woodlands Ri9'h School 

or 
Phone 914 BES- 7762 
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