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Ladies and gen t lemen of the press : I called t his Pews con!'erence this 

morning in the hope that I will be able to c larify some of the misurx:lerstanding 

over s ome of my r ec -:-nt s ta tements concernbg the def ense of J ames Earl Ray , 

t he alleged killer of my closest friend , col leaffUe and· ls~de~· , Harti!l Lut!ler King J:- . 

I s tated in my message on January t}"!e 15th i n the Ebenezer ~Baptist C!'!urch \-that 

I fe l t to be the position of t he Soll: t hern Christian Leadc~ship Conference , its 

Bc.1~·"1 of Vi:-cctor~ , or.d all c~ its :1.c;r.bers in t hi s matter . 

You sh"uld all have excer pt s from that speech i n your hands at t his ~a::;:ticular 

t ime . LatP.r I i ssued a s ta temen t throus:h my office while seeking to r ecuperate 

frc :'ll two att:o. c!~s of pneumonia in the Virgin Islan-Js and you should :tC~ve copies of 

th:1 t st3tement , also . I have st~ted over and over again t ha t 1..he.!levB:-end 'ltr. 

J ames Bevel is not a d i r ector of t h e S'luthern Chr istian Leade:-shi p Conference; 

thel·eforc , he does J?Ot have the pmler n('lr the :-~uU1('1rity to spea:t fo:- th~ Conference 

c::- tor its Bear d of. Directors . I'm sure you realize that t h is right i s reservcO 

only for the President of th~ Conference i~•the absence of the Boc;rd l'f Director.:i 

itself or the Conference in annual session , 

Reverend Jamzs Bevel i ~ ~lie .head of a depari:lnent i n SCLC kn~wn as t;onviolcnt. 

Direct A-:t.icn . He cr.oo3C!; to C3ll it
1 
often Polit:.cCJ l =-'~:rr.t.iatr;..· 

I havt. .... tatecl befor-e a nd I s eek t o st~te 3J!:3 tn that. \o1hen Reverend Bevel 

offered to be the defense counsel or for Nr, Ray , I fe l t t!"t at he ;.~;;s s-ePkin~ t'J 

2rlci new dirnensJ.ons tc t~e nonvio~ent a'1or oar.h as oracticcrl i'1 t;l.;. ~:::: ::-:"Juntry, ~::. th 

~he Southern Christian Leadership Conference beinrrs its for emost l eader. Never 

Ct:!"b l.r.ly ~1culd i;~ ne"~<J :or the Southern Christian Leaclr:~·ship Conf erence- . 

I felt t h.:-t ~0::. :2t:Ve1. was mer0 ly sed: :i.ne t.o state \'lhat :;: hod stated on 

Janna:"'/ l)t., -'1 1.·~" ~:;:'"'"~z~r Baptist Ch11rch anri that j.s the f nct th.'Jt more tl-.;1n 
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one per s'on i s &uiity f or t he death of Dr . Kinr; , and t o ki ll one person \ll'.ilc 

l etting the othe r hund r eds , thousand s , an j even millions be free would be an 

ettr ocit y committed on 011r · par t M~ch Horse than that c ommi tted b-; Ad ol ph Hitler 

a gainst the J ei1S durinr, the r e i g'n of Naz i sm i n Gem.any . 

Fihally, it is my t hinki ng t ha t Rever end Beve l_, as the Di r ector of 

Nonvi olence, was merely seeki ng to say that t he r e is a consp i racy tak in~ pl ac e 

in this country to kill off our young,_ milit ant , brilliant leader s such as 

' Ned .... ar Ever s , 1-ialcol.m. X, J ohn Fi t zger ald Kennedy , Rob er t Kennedy, a nd Martin 

Luther King, and as a nonviol ent organi za t i on founded by Hart i n Luther King J r . , 

c ertainly t~· is indi~idual who i s purpor t ed to have been the per s on to have f i red 

the trigger shoul d not be_ ~i ~l ed , ~or t he phi_los ophy of 11 .;m eye for ~n eye, and 

a toot h f o r a toot h ," i f followed t o i ts ultima te conc l us i on, Jlou l d end uo with 

a blind socie ty_and a t oothless peopl e • 
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