Statement by Dr. Ralph David Abernathy

P dent, Southern Christian Leadership Conference

News Confersnce "

West Hunter Street Baptist Church, Atlantz, Ga. .
dan. 28, 1969 i

Ladies and gentle'men.of the press: I called this news conference this

morning in the hope that I will be able to clarify some of the misunderst.andinu

over some of my recent statements concerning the defense of James Earl Ray,

the alleged killer of my clos‘est friend, colleague and leader, Martin Luther King Jr.
I stated in my message on January the 15th in the Ebenezer Beptist Church what

I felt to be the position of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, its

and &ll of ibts wewbers in this matter.

You should all have excerpts from that speech in your hands at this oaxtic

time. Later I issued a statement throush my office while sesking to recuperate

frem two attacks of pneumonia in the Virgin Islands and you should have copies of

Reverend Mr.

that statement, also. I have stated over and over again that th

James Bevel is not a director of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference;

‘efore, he does not have the power nor the authority to speak for the Confereace

for its Board of Directors. I'm sure you realize that this right is reserved

s 5t ~ n 3 .
only for the President of the Conference insthe absence of the Bosrd of Dirsctors

itself or the Conference in annual session. e e

Direct Action. Hs chooses to call it often Politicel Deych

iatry

I have stated before and I seek to state again that when Reverend Bevel

offered to be the defense counselor for Mr. Ray, I felt that he was

add new dimensions to 1

e nonviolent anproach as practiced

T

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference beings its foremost leader. Never

> employed lawyers to defend

This dimer




RDA - Jan. 28, 1969 - 2

one person is guiity for the death of Dr. King, and to kill one person while
letting the other hundreds, thousands, and even millions be free would be an
atrocity committed on our:part much worse then that éox:mxi’cted by Adolph Hitler
against the Jews during the reignh of Nazism in Germany.

Fihally, it is my thinkingv that Reverend Bevel, as the Director of
Nonvioler{ce, was merely seeking to say that there is a conspiracy taking place
in this covntry to kill off our young, militant, brilliant l.éaders such as
Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, John Fi;tzgera'ld Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, and Martin
Luther King, and as a nonviolent organization founded by Martin Luther King Jr.,
certainly this inditidual who is purporied to have been the person to have fired
the trigger should not be'lfilled, for the philosophy of "an eye for an eye, and
a tooth for a tooth," if followed to its ultimate conclusion, would end up with

a blind society and a toothless people.
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