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First Mn_n: I W<~nt to tell you fe 1l O'-~ S -- let me s<'{ tid S··- I , .. ant to tc 11 
yo-;;fe-llo;vs -- I have never holonged to anyttti n1; n_:Jserious n:{this -- and I 
1\'nnt to tell you all when I m<~lde this step I call it t<lld ng a ~~iant .-;te p -
'fbe thin~s \Ve do in the f)ireet that's i11 the s treet, but v;ha.t \YC do hero 
is somet !;ing Like a persun<~l trcasur·e locked up inn v a ult-- It's here to 
st:1y 

~~'!£?..!!: Now if we do somethin[~ I mean don't look for glory man like going 
out and s~1ying 'Mnn I (lid tllis last nit~ht' you know just for a big nnme 
We're not rloin[.~ this for no glory, WE~'re doint; V·is for me, you, your 
children ;;nd race · 

~{~ld: Now first thing I wHnt to sny: l•:ach person here bow down on 
both knees with your left hand plnccd on the Dible and U:e right hand ~p 
to God under oath -- Who want to be first mun? -- Good, ~lr. Jackson --
11old y r,u!frm just lilw that -- l~epeat nftcr me -- I do solemnly swe.;~r --
that I will not -- reveal -- or invnc!e any of ttl(~se -- above -- ,,ecrets 
within -- ••••••• 

Jackson (commenta ry): John Fitzgerald wc.s interested in orgardzing an 
org;nnl.zntion for the protection of Ne;;ro ~cople and u!l he invited me to 
his first meeting and wn had we met nnd took oaths and we so lcranly swore 
that we would p;ive our lives to tbo organization nnd nothing evtn• happened. 
He promisf1u there would be more meetings the next week, the next two days, 
butl never another another meeting. It WHS just a complete -- nothing w<~s 

done. 
+++ ~ ++++++++~~++++++++ 

Papa Georp~o: !Jo.didn't hire you 

J<~i:rst Han: All I want's my r:JOncy I ain't \·:orking today or tomorrow either--
All l want's my money -- And I will be back tomorrow or this evening 

f'~ f1coriJ:c: Now if you tJ;.;a ntH, rne you nnd Ossian ••• 

-Fir;=;t 1-lan: I us~ d to work like n <log when n 11 of you sitting down.-- I'm 
not g oin:.; to 

pa~ georG_£: Get off 

~: Listen I'm not taOJUnr; to yol.1 You didn't hire me -- Listen la,y off 
of rr.e, hear? I'm not takin;~ no shit I aib' t taking no stuff this mornin5 
Don't argue with t.1e 1 don't say nothing; to me because you didn't hire me , you 
unde r s tand me'l Now don't get me wrong •••• You didn't hire me 

£:~~ f.cor_:<:_£: Come here ~lama, sit ~vith Daddy 

++++++~+++++ + ++++++++++ 

~: There are men in Natchez, there are women in Natchez and there are 
children in Natchez. If the children wall~ the line you can protect them -
I ha ve one favor I want to a s k of them -- I want eve ry ma n in here to stand 
up -- Evcr·y man -- Sit down -- ,\ll I wa nt to S<!Y is eve ry r:J.Un in hero with 
idle time, if you can't walk the pictu~t line. from tomorrow on won't you come 
by si. t on the side so mewhere und see what's hr:q>!;on i n ; so that when •• if 
some of thos e people come up to hurt some of your clnldren your he<1rt will 
be ri r:ht -- I wcmt to Bee every man who stood up and sa id he was a man be 
out on th<~t picket line 

++++++++++++ + ++++++++++ 

~ckson: Tile avera[-;e cnt would say, actually the nvera;;c guy would say now, 
'if I'm on Nwt pichet line and f;ct shot dead' they tm uld s ay in thci.r mind 
they wou ld go arou nd t aU:king 'if he hn dn't been on tlm t line he wouldn't of 
t;~ }£eli X~}i.! :f(}(j J:X~liX]i fS(i Xtf) 1\t¥ ~;~'\Xl::f~ 
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got ten ldllcd.' nnd that's a lie ! could . have been at home nnd I still 
would have g;ot killed 

David: I'm like Bilbo Bilbo said there wasn't but one good nigger;tlwt'•;:; 
a de.nd nig r,:cr -- there nin't but one good white man <:tnd th::~t's a {k~Dd one, 
far <ls I'tn concerned 

Jac~: All of them isn't wrong-- You can't hate them, man --A lot of 
white p;uys is afraid jw,;t like we arc, you know? -- mte n r j~l'tilb that sign 
nnd get on that picke t line, I cou ldn't say th<'.t I'1~ 1 not afra id, man , I'm 
not nfraid but I still have fear, you ln10w -- I 1 d st <•Y right there and 
die before I turn nrot:nd 

David: --
~~: 1 r;ot sense enou gh to ll.nmv,man, ~·ou don't dit~ until your time ccmcs 

Edie: We need people dmvn -- if you see people around here who could go down 
'Anctpicket (.!own on Hnin :::itreet 

Jnckson: O.K. I sure wi 11 

Ti:die: They jus t have these little kids around twelve und thirtenn years old, 
they've been picketing all day and 

Jnckson: Everyhody's gone, huh? 

~: Yeah, and they're going to get a suuHtroke if' they l~eep on -- I'm 
going down canvassing 

Geot:e~: Are you tired? 

~: Oh, the little kids? 

Georp-,_£: Little kids? 
twelve fu!!.£: Y<;;ah, th ey're <J.!Hl thirte1.' n year olds 

Jackson: Why don't you p;o up there nnd give them a htmtl, (ieorg;e 'l You ain't 
doing nothing 

~orr.:e: No I won't ~o up there 1 ike I mn -- I blowed from last night, man 

She dnn't uderstund --She don't understnnd 
+++++++++++ +t~+ +++++++++++++ 

.Tad;:s~ (com:nentary): F.ver since the two civil rights projects came to 
Natchez, Negroes would sit round and discuss how they want to fight for 
their fre~dorn and hov; they were ready to die for it and soon as the fYl<ln 
said 'O. K . mmt, co me on, let's go up here and picket' then that's where 
everybody clo all their dying right at this time. 'I sure wish I could <~ome 
up there nnd help you out;, man.' 'Hot dog, I didn't know there was goi tig 
to be a picket today, I got to go to a funeral tod;cly .. ' Nohody never dies 
unti 1 there's ~~ oing to he a march or a picket, you know. But it started me 
thinking that tho !';c~ro was ;just fooling ld.mse lf tha t he was sti 11 ready to 
do nothing. Yeah, like man, I was :just nbout rendy to give it up, just 
about ready to turn at•otwd, when a 11 of a sudden B00}1t 

News CoW<1Cntator (rndio): H<:r·e ifr a repeat of nn e arlier nows bulletin from 
WNAT. lieor§;e He teal f, president of the !'latchez chapter of the NAACP was 
critically injure d in Nntchcz thi.a flfternoon whe n dymw:ite !Jidderl beneath 
the hood of hi a car exploded when he turned on the i g:n i tion. 'fhe 1mjur·ed 
Negro YNls rushed to Jef f erson DRvis Hcmorinl Hospital where he was given 
emergency treatment. Officials at the !1 o ~:;pi tal de eli ned to comment on his 
COtHH tion. 

;;0 



Otis : Thi s is the way I'd like to crus h those doggone Southern die-hards -
just to snuff theirlives out 

+++++++++++++++++ +++++ ++++++ 

JN~sie : Y<i~ know I want to f.'ind out about -- Hey Ace , have you been in the 
hosp ital? 

~: Yeah 

. ~.!.!'!! no w ere his e:les? 

~i Closed 

Jess ie: His eyes are clos ed? 

Ace: Ye<1h, both 

Jc~s ic: I mean they · hnve something over them? 

Ace : Well one of the m was -- Let ' me see -- the ri ght sl.de was a big knot 
over this one, but the other one we~s t?Wo llen real bad nnd closed too 

c.Tessie: ¥i'el l, will he be able to see? I've heard thnt there's a possibllicy 
that he mi ght !lOt be able to see again 

~: Well, it's <:~ccording to what got in hini --You know that 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Eve rs: America thinks the Negroe s in Natche~~ are nfra id, as I've said many 
times -- We ' rc here to let them know that we aren't .afrtili\d -- And tllis is 
CBS News an d they're going to l e t t he •.vorld know we aren't afraid any more 
It does n't mea n that we 're .going to turn t-li ssi~sippi into a bJI.ood bath 

. News man : I' m goin;r, to talti; to this man with n rifle a second . •1vhat ' s rroi n!t to 
wppen Here'? . , 

Reverend Hussc ll: I'll tell you-- Hight now, from the way tha t practically ' 
all · the Nei';roes feel, they feel that the thing tha t's about to happen wha t 
has hap pened in Cali fornia -- Whatever that y ou c all what happened in 
California -- A war or a race riot or whatever it i s , that's wha ts about to 
h ap pen h ere 

News mnn : Who wi 11 start such a riot? 

Reve rend Russell : Anybody here wi 11 s tnrt i. t, right now, ready 

Crowd : Hi ght -- Ri g ht -- Righ t 

+++ +t+ ++++ +++++++++4++ ++ + +++ 

J essi.e: Look , h ow i s Ge orv;e looking? I don't wan t to see him, I don 't wnn t 
to becnuse I mi ght go back out and stclrt shoo ting up the m ms£'s ~*xi 

t!_~: Nobody' s g oing to d isa r m us either tha t 1 s ano ther thing 

J e s sie : I'll s h oot up the nurs es , let me tell you nome tlling 

~~ Not a sou l is going t.o s t nnd and disnrm nobody 
~~- ~ . . 
J e ssle: But you sec now whnt is happening i s tha t t he peo ple are arming 
them se l~es , true ,but tonir,:h t pe ople j ust want to serve notice on the city, 
that ' s all - -That' s all they wnnt to do is serve notice, and the protes t i s 
jus t t hnt we just h oing to let these people know thn t we're tired and like 
Hr. Evers s r.ws ' Before we~ he u slave we ' 11 h e bu ried in our f!Jrave nad go 
home to our Lord and be fre•atn cl Thnts all - - Look, I h a d t his fellow g o pick 
up me n dress , you know my 1~.wx~i: dress , you know th<-~t bi g green one , I ha d 
him go pic k it up becaus e I c a n 't h a rdly mnl~c it i n t his little old ti g ht 
t h i ng -- We got to c a ll the r-iayor ••••••••• lie llo --Yes -- Oh well t his 
meet ing i s toni ght e t six o'clock over here nt. the offi c e and of c ours n it's 
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somewha t of a protest meeting-- Well, Hr. Evers will be one pors on hern, 
nnd of com·se I t i!Jnk t he city of Natche.<:: will be her-e, I'w .i us t nbnut 
sur<! t he :\<:~p;ro comnunity •:; j_J l be here, because you ltnow , thi s is a tn~d 
tirne 

++++++++++ ~ +++++++++++++++++++++++ 

lr,;d n: The southern white man only unde r.stnnds violence Unless we 
rneet the ir vi ole nee with violence , we 1 re not go i nr~ to move nny more and 
the civil ri gh ts movement i s going to tnke u hundred yea rs 

The quickest way to :freedom is to mnke violence with violence 

J<jaston : Violence~ Blo:1ck ~loslem! 

!~ver_!l : J\s I WCIA saying we nll nrc saddened ton i ght Hs we were saddened 
today about thi s b ruL>l attack upon our own -- I know a ll of us ;llre angry 
and no one's more nn:..~ry than i am-- We ull are tired of bni ng l!listr·t~atcd 
and vrc l ( !lO\¥ wh o's respons ible for t hi. s 

Crowd: That's rightt 

gvcrs: \\e know who 1 s rcspons i hlo for thi~J and we must use the weapon that 
we iH'e s oon going to have to get rid of it. --Now that weHpon -- let's have 
it quiet please -- the weapon, the most effective weapon, will be ns you 
luww, the vote! -- We luww that 

f: r?..v.:!!: N o : 
That won't do no good: 

!~VC~Q: 'l'hat 's cl J l right.-- Leave him alone -- 'l'hat' s their inte 11 igcnce 
showing -- Leave him alone now 

Clarence : Keep them straight, man~:' We bee n kccpint; thera straight too 
longt Keep them strai g-ht on their head 9 that's what I L'WY¥XN~~u;: 

~: You're my boyt 

Clarence : I'm your boy when you want to go out there and get them~ 

Second !!~: Let's he<1r what he's saying 

!fvers;_ The thing that we must do is stHy together -- Vie 1 ve got to stick 
together -- We've got to listen nnd be obedient and do whut you're tolo -
This i s most "important now-- We cannot go off on no wild goose chase, we 
cnn't be as ignorant as they have been 

· Crowd: Freedom~ Freedomt 

Evers: Now I was ,;ust told that Fa ther t>lorr isey here has some thing to rei'td 

}'<'ather }lorrise v: The Mayor and the Board of AhJc r men h a ve agreed at one 
o'clock tomorr·ow to have a meeting and to mo et with repr csentHti ves of the 
various e lemcnts of our co rxa uni ty -- 'l'he purpose of this rncetl.ng is not 
merely to talk thin;;s over-- For the first tir::e , <"Cco:rding to their prorn ise, 
the purpose of ttd.s mectin;; will be to actunlly fona <t permanent community 
bi-:rad.<>. l COI!ltlli t tee, and the purpose of that cor.md t tee wi 11 be to he <~ r 
grievances , to sit dO\vn and discuss grievances , t o look into whnt is wrong 
with our Co i<< ;1Uni ty and the justi fiahle comp l aint s of our Ne gro citizens 

+++++++ ~ ++++++++++++++++++++++++++~ 

Jacks on (commentary): I gues8 the ne}ct day they sele cted the comr>littee -
I really don 1 t know too much ahout it, but I had benrd thnt the F'rcetlom 
Democr<1t ic Pnrty Kids an d Evers had had HOt:Je kind of fight, and fr m:t tlie 
looks of the co mmittee, Evers must have won 

i 
I 

I 
l 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
l 
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Irw:i.n: People don't feel represented, don't you see that'? -- 'I'hc poor 
people -- Look at that G- ~AACP people -- Nobody to represen t Mississipp i 
I•'recdom Demoerr:,tic Party 

Father f.f<!_!'_!'is~t: iVh o said nobody ' s representin g you? Does somebody have to 
. h ·e unde r ~i ,<;hteen to re11rosent vo•1? 

Irwin: tlow do you suppone <-lie movement got start-ed'? 

Evers: We'll go on now 

I:c:vin: I'm t;oing to turn this table over now -- Oh yes I will -·· Yes I 
will 

Fa!_~!: H~_:::::!:.:LF~_Y..: Listen: Thnt':s frankly is the rcnson wity tl1ey Ydl.l not 
taU> to youn&er people -- Bec ause tvc don't lib3 things but we're going 
to bold our temper 

Easto~: I think 50\:?C l adi es Bi!ould be on (the committee) b ec<:1u se they've 
heen out in town picketing when the men were sittinr, down and have n 't been 
doing anyt!1in2; 

Voice : Yeah , where are the men? 

Heverend Scol_~: Suppose we put El~ on this thin[;? Let's put men on thiB 
thing 

Clarence: Could I say something? 

!k:v_;;r_end l'>aldwi.n: When we r:;o down there I cnn g o out and tell thn t mnn 
I paid two hundred and sixteen dollars t a xes nnd the ~;c p eop le down here 
we are paying them to do a jub and we're goi.ng to let t!tem know we're 
paying them to do a job ai.ul we want it don~ 

Dtlmf's: These are locnl Natchez citizens, t ax-paying voti11g citizens, a nd 
that g ives the ting a little weight 

Fathe r. ~'~OL.!'...~Y.: And anothe r thing I mi[~ht add -- In my own P.lind anyway 
it just doesn't make sens e in the space of twenty-four hours to try to 

. recruit fnom the s mall group that we might have present today a permanent 
committee 

gvers : Father, maybe I don't unde rstand, I think this co::uni t t ee here that . 
we get, we h.ope will be a permanent committee to repre sent people until 
some of them wnnt to resi gn , somebody - you always c a n ndd to a comm ittee 
but I think you h a ve a cross -section of t:nrerybody h ere , you h.:.rve a cross
section of all -- you h;:;ve layF1en, you have busincssn en, you hn ve ministers 

I<'at~.2: Horrise;y_: But if we can make provisions for D .. d d ing to our commit tee 
and \.Ve find out before we g o do wn how many 

Evers: Because too many pe ople tnlking at one time just won't make much 
heaci'way 

Man: What ' s go ing on now doesn't make much sense. 

Voice '' : '!'hat 's ri ght~ 

Mr~: It rea lly d oesn 't. Beca use thes e men , all t hey 're {'l;n±•-rr;xtr-.:x}lc doin g , 
i s they are g oing to be repres enting the different proposals that we are 
going to m<~k <-'! up now. That'' s a ll they're going their for, re l~ardless who 
they are. We are g oing to make our propos a ls h e re now . 
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Ev_::;.£.;2. : Alright .; Wl:ut ViC a re going; to do. I think we shou ld tell t }Je•u what 
tve \1:3.nt thc ra to g·o dot~l n their' nnd sc .. y . So let't:; rto\v stl·l!"t g ivint; .... -1.-~et's not 

aBk for too muc!1. Let' s nsk for about eight. <H' t eu thin,~s t h<:\ t we know we 
cnn get. Tl1e ti ting~;; th<<t .:n·e. mo<::;t pre~;s inr';. Now you got to be reasonable. 
1,hcr·e is rto JJOi.nt itl bei:uJ~ L~nre.:~sortahlc . l~fl.t ' B ;._-lfS~~ foy· thir1:-;s that ~Nc \\"iltlt, 

a:Hj want some <1 etion on i mncdintely. 

f/;,m : li'ir~;t thin !'; if it's pos s ible , to put on there [i.e., the list of 
d e;:;;mrls) tha t t he ~byor and t ile~ Board of ;\ldermcn denounct~ all rudic<< l 
orr;a;1izations , whether it' s Ku Klux Klan or any other radical or;~n nization. 

~: Let' £'J ge t t~>:c lve [ der:l<ill ds . J 

[~,~~?.!:.!: PnHco prot<;ction <1t n ll schools. 

I~ve:t·.s: Poli ce protection. We r,ot t hnt on it. 

Woua n: I thin:'> that one i mpor t ant az·e.;, we nrc forgetting nud that's the 
equal di s tribution of tm< fund s , in terms of p ublic funds. 

l~vors: The improvement of Negro nei ghborhoods . 

++-'.-++++++++++++ 

Jessie: I don't think w~ even got a t e legram-- Hello. 

Teleetl.m~~ yoi<lc.: This is Un.i ted Pr0ss calling . Is this the NAACP office '! 

Jessie: Yes it is~ 
~----

Has the cor,.;m i t tee come bQcl\ from t ho i\;!ayo1·' s office yet? 

'l' e l ephone ~: I Bee. 

~: Oh, yes i.t has. I see they are cor1ing in now. 

f'cl.ep hon,;;_ voiuc: Well, do you have any word':' 

E.! .. t~w~rald: Hello~ 

E':2rs : flclt. 

:!_c s.s ie: You lmow. ,\nd we don't im.ow whnt has been accepted or rej e cted or 
what their reaction was yet. So the chairman [of the corz-,ii ttN~] h asn 't come 
up either. 

West: The Father go t on th<~ comni ttec juf; t the s ame . 

c:vers: \'Y .ho '"l 

West: The priest. 

fitzr~~: Yeah. Couldn't stop him. 

~: You couldn't stop him. ne tool\ it over. lie diun't t a ke it over, hut 
we all lent our side. 

!':ver~: He wnsn' t the spol::esmnn thou:;h? 

West: t'cll, he wLHm't e x.:tctly, but t:m:ntijC mostly. 

I~vers: 

·we s t: No, but I got to stay ldnd of cleflr of all that. But all of us were 
able to dri.ve our points home, nnd on Wednesday ni g ht we have another meeting, 
and they s::1y t hey arc e;oi n :;. to v:ork o n every o rw of' the j'Httil:[m.::;ai~ qu (~::; ti ons 

on the list, and \Nill g ive the complete answer, and all that kin d of thi ng . 
And we had s everal clos e-ups with sor;:e of the Alderr,;e n t~fterwnrd , aft e r the 

!I 

I 

I 
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ruecting , and I'~ an optinist anyway. But I nm very enthused. 

!:::.i.!~.<2.!.:1::J;.~: Ye;\h . ;\ l:aost ~~vcryhody t1.'eatcd Y\)U n~ cl.l gtJOd . Everybody. An d 
th~ rmn como up to you and offer you-- Didn 1 t feel bad about it. 

West: I feel much bette r with the r e coptinn. 
was, hut there wasn 1 t nny hostile rect:pti.on. 

I don't know what the outcome 

~re~i_tz.: l>i ~l they s <:4y, 11 Hister 11 [us e courtes ;y t i t.J.es] ·today'? 

~~st : We wore goin; to poin t out, they goiu~ to do it so far as t ho Mayor 
tmd Bn<-1rd of Aldermen is concerned . 

J essie : That's what I mean. __ , ___ . 

~:.§t: Bu t they ·."fill not be Hble to direct p !:-!OplG what to do priv<.~ tcly. 

t1Cf3 ~11C: ! know. 
~ 

West : So far itfs o f ficial from the r~yor and Honrd of Alde rmen , they said 
that is one of the things thoy are going to work on . 

~.!:.: To work on ! ? 

~~: Well, ! meau , you know . 

!~: We l l, a s lon1~ as they do i.t fi.rs t 1 tJHm other people follow. 

!!.£:?~~ They ctin ' t no r;ood an d I knon it . Soc, 1 C l:lU S2 you just smiling , ' CiHlSG 

he ~; ·!Yc you r~ pieee of brea d . But you see you're jus t as happy as n larnh 
'cause he hecn sweC't to y<'ltt t o day . No 

Fi t znra ld : Now l ook . ·- ·-----

Fi ~,:t;:ern 1<..!. : 
we c ou l<.l ;;et 

Now , these 
ri ght now . 

are tl!ing.s we could t:_~et ri1.~ht 
We 

~~-= Why , why c a n 't t hey .j u s t occcpt numb,~r o ne? 

DO\V • Thc.se are things 

t:!_:t. z_£r a ld : He wouldn 't accept this here . \'ie told him we want conm~nts about 
all of them . 

~: He can't denounce the [Ku Klux] Klan 1 

!"it~~l!!: Keep l ess o ff yo~n .. brain as you pos sible can . 'fhP c ompressi on 
ge t y ou . Nerve pressure get you . 

,Jessi.£) You know, you h.now , I think t hat the men arc going to ha ve to s ome 
more , a little :nore , cons i de r a tion . 

Fi tzr:er n ld: 
cosr:e bac k . 

We did too , we [ will] bring 
We told t hem that . 

1 , 1 with u s 
a auy a ong f e r s ecreta ry whe n we 

Jes ::; i.e: See , beca use , you see , very honest ly , and you know it John , :!.t ' s 
t he .so lad ies , people like Hr s . Duncan, ~irs. f..ia cNe illy, ~1rs . Nti1§XiJL-Hi Muzcek , 
~irs . Jackson 

• 
· .t:_~: Where were they? 

~.§..!.£.: I don ' t know. The:y didn ' t know about t he mee ting , but they are the 
people who are really getting the job done around he re . 

Ever s. : 1·ii Rs flernnrd , you got the wrong idea . It's not who ge t t he job done. 
It's t he o ne ..- ho can reprc~wnt you down there . 

J e ssie But s ome of these l adies an! intellig ent enough . 

Fit;;.'\' r <lld : We don ' t wan t theri1 . We 're going to be me n l i k e that . If \'JC Negroes 
arc not good cnou~1 men , t hen we 



~de: Lool,, I thinl: , if you're g•)in1._; to be a r:1an , I tid.nk.( you ~;!)Quld be 
n. r:~~n all thr -r-:ny· ~ Nc ... H , ck;;:J'"· , noUndy \V~~s bein~ Rt"rct1ted dov;n en the picltct 
l i11e , <FH:1 the ladies ·rere th e onvs who fou ght off those dogs. 

Fit ~3..,~.£.:':1.£: Lt' t tho men do the ,io b $ 

.!!_~~~-!!;.: I clon' t know why you aoro eo defens ive about it. 
++++ Not one , just narne ne one of them whose ni'l.mC"! is on the ~-;choo l 

desegregation thing. Not one of them walked out thcro on the picket line, 
and over· half of them ncvex• cnme , and yet whon it 1 f> time to go around to tho 
Ci ty Hall, they c an sit do-..m the re and mnkc doc i sions. !-low can thoy make 
dcclsion :5 ··;hen they really don't lmor1 what 's going on? 

++++++++++++++ 

~~~'! ~:U:.!!..2..~ {ra dio): Here is a rep(lC'lt of an (Wr lier news bulletin fro:n 
\;'NAT . T~1e l,J:lyor <m d Board of i\ l lle r~:1en of the city of Natchez, at a spccinl 
mee ting this afternoon, have t ::-' t-:en strong a cti.on to presorve pea ce nnd orde r 
in Nat chez by pass in;; a resolution involdn.<:; a ci ty-..-Ji do curfew effective 
at 1(}:00 .P ,~1. each ni t;h t until further noti ce . Beginning tonight 1 no 
per2ons will be nllowcd on any public hi ghway, street or sidewalk within 
the city between ICDO"~lJ'.~ ~ ;,a~HlXSXJO( 10:00 P. N. and 5:00 A. M. with th e e xception~ 
of parsons goi.n ;:~ directly fro rrJ home to work or direct ly from worl~ to h orne . 
'!'he only exceptions will be l!W\!ical doctor:; , l aw- enforc ement officials and 
transients. In other <:lction, the 1-'layor and Hoard an.no:.mced tll<.lt the Chief 
of Police of N>J. tchc.?. and tho Sheriff of Adams County hav~ orde l~cd nll places 
1'1~lling whiskey to cl.osc . ~down i mmedintcly until further notice. 

+++++++++++++ 

;Jncl~~: So nobody iB supposed to be on the street tonigi•t except tho (Ku 
lUu~:l l\lnn. 

£:t.~'i: I 1 11 bet. I'll be wi Uin~; to bet, though, t ha t the Klan is having 
a mectinp; tonight. 

II~: Yeah. Let's g o o n bnclc up to the r:1eeting . Soe what' s ha p pening ••• 
The thin?; t hey should talk. on tonightx is what is we going to do i f they 
doosn 8 t gi vo us n nythintt; • 

EY£.~: As we s ::lid bef ore, and I believed your appla u s e 0 . K. ed, that we're 
g oing to r;ive o ur co rnitteo a ch.:mce , we' r e g oing t o p, ive the city of 
N;:~tch ez a chance to !TOVC to us by Wednesda y thn t U;ey metm llu :-; i n e s s . Now 
i f t:wy're ;.; oing to c o ntinue to );ive us t he old run-oround as th ey have 
a hun dre d y<:>ara ,then we 're g- o ing to let ~ l ;: now T hur8day morning . 

J~<:_!~~or! ( cO!:\:ac nt <ltor): Ever since the bo:r:hing I h ad he~ n worryinf~ Fitz :r,c r <:~ ld 
<1hc•.Jt auoihcr meeting beca u s e its ren1ly rlCf!dcd n ow. And he hadn 't c Dll-ed 
two t her nec t:i.ng , Ho I fi 1;urcd t hnt the hcs t t i· ing t o <!o Waf> to try t o _s·e t 
::;om ,~thin:s r; d .ng . S o I :net t h i G f!/-'Y tha t v: as fm:. i lLH' wit h the De acons fo;;" 
Defense in Loui s i ana , C\n d •he s <li d th;lt I should orga n i ze my own Deacons 
ri ~!':. t h ere in Na tchc;->, . 

J~ckt3on: Loc<d protection, police , Klansmen , <.md a l l th""t• 

~: $hat seems to be the gener~~l rule all over . 

~-t_~: This is the st.ron!;!'wld for t he :!LLm , N<1t cl::0z 1 A dur::g Count y. 'l'hey 
got both Klans here , you know. 

I 

I 
·I 
I 
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?k'"<n: ~be Gr:md Drag;on [of the Ku IClux K l«n .l in in tte 

Jnck~on : YcCJ.h . He l:i.vcn bere. Me1cDnni.cls . He wo1·k at Red Eal l [Coupnn,y] ••• 
hut, w~;'re not inte rest~d in, yon t;now, in oth<T \''(H'ds~ ~\ll I wc:~nt ~;ir.;r.,s (the 
he~td of tt·,e Deacons i.n LouisinnH) to do is t ell ue , you know, give Me t he 
ri ght poei.tion to t8ke about here. W~ c m1 or~nnizc our m;n Deacons hure. 
All we \VLmt is the rig,ht Bteps to t ake , see . 

£'1.~ : We ll, that'B the r.1an, and I'll get you the <ltidreBs. 

+++++++++++++++ 

Jac~son : Yeah, he's the did..: mnno He's tha mnn. And he also says this, m.::tn , 

Otis: He 'll help u s , huh? 

J<-tck.'>Gr>: Yeah. ile. says this, man , people all over everywhere is tryin g to - 
he doesn't cv c;,n have time to get around to the poople that are calling hiE!, 
man you I:. now , trying to ,:;et to st~e him. People in "factu.>on [ ~lississippi], 
;\labama, even in N·~w Orleans, man, the r;uys in New Orleans is formir1g a 
Deacons, mrm, nhd New Or leans is ~just like Los Angeles, just like Cnli rornia • 
man, there's no segregation nowher~t>. 

Oti.c;.: Did you ·~sk him ItO~'/ do es he ~.;;et aw«y, you know, hovf does he get away 
~all this haras .c-:;ment, you know~with t!w ~ops and t hint_~s? I understand 
th~t ~d1.Dn t lle.Y' re GO:i.ng someplnce, they <!rive a•i;r:out ei ghty miles an hour. 

Jac~;;:~ : He got fc~ar into the whole town , mRn, tha t's wlwt I wa ~? telling 
you • 

.Qtis: They know hLn but they don't lmow vho' s under him. 

!!.,;:.c!_g;~~: They know hi.m, but they don't know his men, t hey don't knuw who';:; 
n !}~~con. 

Oti::.: The don't carr;r anyth ing hut pistols in t~leir cars, huh'? Hey Jack, they 
sc.y they !~ot souped-up cars, man':' 

Jackson: Yoa~, fast cars, man, fast cnrs. 

Oti~: ~'lhat kind of cnrs they got, do you know? 

JacJ\.son : I didn't ash him. But he .snys they're fl;\st, m~;u. Shit, tho,y g ot to 
bu fnst • 

.Q!is: Fnst for what'/ For catching a potential victi. n that thoy' rc go inG after1 
nnd ti1en getting away, huh? 

JnckY;nn: Say for instnnc~ \Vo ' t•e r~uarding t his . place, 50'1~pV1Cc, nr..d sorac g;uy 
co~~J~; by aad .shoots. We GOt t:.> c<'Jtch him, man, and shoot him. That's just 
nl:l there is to it. You don't have to ehoot him tu kill him. He say~:-1 never 
shoot to kill at first, no·,v 0 Yotl can wound him, like in the leg or shoot his 
tires, st·o!1 hin, ~RHn:tlxhi:m burn him in the leg , take h im right on doml til the 
police st~tion, man. 

Oti s : Do they h ·t the p~lf.ce know first th<lt they WC're goint:~ tc tr1ke the law 
into thei r o•;,; n hnnrls in the i·legro coP::r.unity? 

Jackson: No. This is just for defense. If a car cor.;e s into the Ner;ro con ~ :mnity 

just watch him and that's it, man. You know you can't stop peor1lc from driving 
on t!1e streets • 

.Qti~: Did you ask him if he ever bad to burn nnybody, nnn? I don't maan to 
wound, I mean to re a lly burn. 

J; 1clc~: Kill 9 mnn1 No, I didn't t<1lk on ldllinE; I:'!UCL . I didn't even talk 
with him ahout no killing , r. .nn, I .ju s t t nlkcd nbout ge tting set up. 
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I dl.".dt·'· t,·l.l!_r_· about '·,u~n,,i!·l=· coo1.'l.'".·a· ·, rn.All ... No }·la "(11"c'tl 1 £ t·~y aJlrth" • t. • • ... ,. ~ "' .. _ :::;. • " ... ~ "- , - ' - .! · " o <-~ .. j :tng aoou 
ldlling, you know. 

+++++++++ 4 + + +++++++++++++++++++++ 

Chairwoman: I think freedom deserves another rou nd of applauset 

Crowd (cha nt ing): Freedomt Freedom~ Freedom1 

Jackson (coi:1mentary): Finally came the tim~ when the I>!ayor was going to givw 
us his answer, and I knew, one way or the other. , we weren't going to have to 
wait any longero 

Rev<:_r~~ Hu.~-;se ~ 1: I want freedom ~ I want to sit down in my vineyard under my 
fig tree like others have done for a hundred years! -- It is a fact, brethren,. 
God wnnts a man -- And the Negro needs a leader -- We tha.t:k God for Jl.lr. 
Ch a rles l';vers, we thar:k him much o -- I want you to know tonight and I w<lnt 
the devil in hell to know I'm not afraid no more6 

Chnirwo:.::._an : At this· time I brinr; to you Reverend Shea Baldwin~ 

Hcver(~nu Baldwin: We do not have f).ny good news for you on the report. I 
talked with one of the aldermen this afternoon and he said they are sti 11 
worki ng on the proposa ls which \'/ C taken down :?aturday. And on tomorrow 
morning at ten o'clock, the comu ittee will go back and meet with the ?viayor 
and Board of A ldcrmen 0 

Ch~irw2~ Last week •Nhen we were ready to despair, when '"e \\ere ready to 
take up arms, this ma;1 ha d a way of bringing peace to n chaotic town, this 
man had a way of changing foar to the feeling of freedom, the freedor.1 that 
we're going to have ¥:i th the help of all of you and with our leader bere in 
1-Us s issi. p pi, the field secretary of the NAACP, Hr. Charles f~vers. 

Evers: 'l'hank you ver-y mu.ch, !-!adam Chairman. I am ,just as sad and d:i.sturb~d 
M"" you are, although I'm not disappo:imt(~d, cause I never thm .. 1ght they •;;:;re 
going to do righto We waited, we met, and we've sang, we've done everything 
we knmv to do; we've prayed and we're going to keep on praying, we've sang 
and we're goi ng to keep on singing, but we ain't marched yet. --I'll admit 
we've v;aited too long, bttt there's nothing we can do tonight lmt wait till 
tomorrow morning. We hadn't pl~mne'd to do anything ti.ll tonorrow morning 
anyc1ay. So all we're saying is this: We' 11 win. Let's lu~ep the pres;:;ure 
on. Let's keep pushing forv•.n:-\rd. Let's march like soldiers, with our 
chests out and our ::::~ad'&:ia;:xN; shoulders up and our looking straight ahead, 
and let pobod.x:, turn us around, •• Let nobody turn us ar..ound 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

News commentator (television):.oAs the 650 National Guardsmen stood by in the 
city. The National Ciuart.l Units arrived in Natchez at 6:30 this morning 
following last night's executive order issued by Governor Jolm;,;on lof 
l·tissis.si Pt.;i]. 1'he Governor in his proc lamn tion said there Wil::> im;;inent 
danger of a riot, nohs, unlawful assembly Rnd a }lreach of the peace. '1'1w 
Guard Cor:ltk':lnder, Adjutant-General Walter Johno3on 1 told ll;:!Wsnen at the 
National Liuard Ar:uo:ry in Natchez thi .s morning that th0 troops ordered into 
service l as t night by Gover-nor Johnson were not in the city to supersede 
civil aut horit~es , but to i'nsure law and order. 

++++t+++++++++++++++++++t+++++++++++ 

Jackson (co·nmentary): When I got on the scene that morning, the I<'reedom 
De1r.ocr~ti€ Party kids were tryin_'l; to ~et the people awoy from ~vers, and 
wert? trying to marcb. to tl1~ Court House rigl~t t thel'l Hlld there. 

Bill Ware: I'm going to read evcrytl1ing on here, and I'm not going to say 

anything else but what 1 s on here which was submitted by the peoplf~ of Natchez 
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one week ago e 

~lississi ppi. 
Okay. It snys: "Declar<>.tion of tho :\Tegro citizens of !\atchez~ 

Tho L:nitod Sic<tes ••• ' ' 

Dori: 'l'he mayor rejected nll of tile f)t:m<mds. 

\'l~re: I have nn annotmceu:ont to make right :low. Tho announce-ment is that 
the ()ity Conncil, I'·te just L::;en told by Miss Dori Ladner , h.ns re,jectec1 
every one of thes<:, uh, uh (stutters) def!l<UH:ls . Hejected every one. ·See? 
every one that you have Gubrnitted, they hnve been rejected. They say, "'tlo, 
you don't count." Thnt's what they say. They sny, 11 You cnn det<Jnnr. and 
demand and dnman c,, but nothin;:~ i e going to hHppon, bec ... luso >vc 'ro goinr; to 
reject them. t';e arc going to keep the Ku Klux Klan WJ.th their headquartcn: 
r:$.p;bt tl1ere, and we nre going to bor:~b r·ictcalfe ngain , nnd HtJ.Y other person 
who puts his nouth up." ~.Tow, th e question is, do you think tJwt these 
ck~·i,~ands shGuld be resuhraitted today by way of a rrnrch to tile fiity Council'! 
O.K. l\egardlcss of who t ell you to wtli t unti 1 toi;;orrow and the next dny 
and the next day, ! nm willing to go with you today down to t.h~ city conncil 
to presc::n': this. 
Firs~~: We don't want no viole nce. 'l'he r~Jan snys we're t1oing to demon
strntc ••• 

~: I don't knou who's going to lend this tit<n•ch. 

First _!i~: Listen, pcop!.e, listen. Hr. !·~vers is on hig wuy no·w. Thnt is 
why he is on the c ar tr,:{iug to r,ct you st i rred up. Just be pi-l.ticnt. a little 
longer and w<-d t on Nr. Evers. If you \'mnt to do scn~thing, get ucwm e:nd 
Wt:d t ~ 

!Y~!.: Numher one, all I want you to do is just wuj_t. 
c0me in, we don't knuw wha t. the con;l;li ttcee ha.s said. 

Tho cornnittce just 
Now I understand that 

we hnve some c11 ~ier beavers here who want to l<)<:td jWople off down iho streci 
·without an undet'f.ltandint;• Now we' rc not ~m t h i s jus t to go out nwl r~isc 
~ w~ole loi of he!l. Wc'ru in this to be sane nnd sonsihle. And those 
JXH'<3ons who w.!. ll misle<1d you here will mislead you 'wypl~::lt;c (!lse. Now .:1 11 
we nsk you to do and I' 11 mak.e this crystal clea.r, tha:t thi s itJ nu Nr'u\CP 
p..-oject 31 ong ld th the community of Na t che:.:t , und we not going to let none 
of th0 rc ;;ot of you come here and t t1ke over our project. You nndorstand 
thilt? Let's nw!~c that cle Hr . -- I vant to mn!w thnt c lcnr. Now if · th~rc 
a r c any of you people wh o come in here just to s tir up trouble, hit the 
stre e t ·now, you so bad and wnnt to do so much , go..'lhead onl Go ulHH.ld on~ 

·Now g o ahe<1d! - Go ahead! -- Now you people in tlw b nck , don't let them 
get you in R lot of trouble. We'll a.sk you to wnit patient l1cre so we can 
go upstairs and !!;eet wi th the cotmd ttee and we' 11 come b n clc down and t<!ll 
yon wlw t we are going to do. '1'!1ank you ver y muc~. 

Bert: They ('fhe NAACP] are discu.ssing or contemp l atinz marching to the White 
Hou se Cafe. 
White Penorter: Not to the Court House? 
~~~ ~----

Bert: To the White Rcu.so Cafe . I i :Pagi nc that the Cheif nf Police told t hem 
that they could block off Pine Str-eet nnd n•ardl to t he White House, but '~ 
that's a ll. 

· E.£!:!_: Going to the \~hite House?! 

~~ Ro~c: Vi lwt ' s you going to the Whi t e Hou s e f or? The i'ihi te House is 
a lounge and a cnfA-- We not goi n~ to the Wh ite House in ~nshington D.C., 
hont:y, they were talk ing a hont GOin r~ to the one on Rnst Woodlawn [Street). 
\~-e 1 re not {;oi!![~ there. If v~· P.'rr. goinrr anyv~·iler~e , \ve 'y·e go i ng to tt1c Ccttrt 

Hous e. 

iJori: 'l'hat 1 s right. 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
' 

i I 



_Irw ~.f!: The movement is to create some ki.nd o.f thi.n:; where people lt'"!arn to 
use their own mind~ make their o wn judgemen t5, s~y ~dwt th<':y think abbut 
things . 

CJ.at_'_~~ : And now t:n:)y nrr~ going to st<Jrt lettinfr, pe op.l~ h.:i.r,hJr than they 
are m<~ l<:e deci s ions: P•':?ople up in society w-.1 ke decisiorw instead of t! lc 
people make dccisi.on s . i\nd th?,i 'A ~Jud:. ju s t what ' s happen her!.'!, you know , 
r'tr. Evers h us made tl:e decLd.on a ~;nin . 

Irwin: Just lik-::: the w~d.h~ umn doinf,'e 

f:£...C.£l1..2 tna. n : 'I'here 1 s nobody on t th e re rr1 ak in,!~ up your mi. nd . 

Irvli.n: Yeah. Well, if Char lie ~vers , if Charl:i .. n Eve:I:'S:l;¥:4\ g ;_ ,,y ••• 

~~co1~'! hi:-tn : !h~'s not out thc:rc thou f~h . 

I£.:'i!!: When he cm:v3. He'H coNing. r;h e n he say , i.f IH:! say , ur_~t' s go to 
the ~; hite House." He ,c;ardless of t!h~t whether gointJ; to the '.':hite Ho\.1se i B 
goin['~ to me.nn a.nything, they going to the Whih~ Hcmse bccnu~:;o Charlie 
Evers say so . Thet'ro not Q3king up their own mind . 

~~ man : Does it mean anything to go to th e Court House '? 

II·1.V i il: -- It means something . I mean, to mo it do ••• 

Edie: ••• Th<1t's righ t the majority dcciucs . 

Bert; 1 d or•' t approve of anybody from ~Jc.wkRon or anyplace else co1li'1~ down 

' t 

here and 1o-:apping· out the plans. lie [I<..'vers] has orgau izcd a!Hl. nanped cut f-

ever-y sinGle meeting . Th u people hcwen't had a d :ancc to say, " Boo," if they 
wanted to. 

W<Jre : I predict that yua <lo not narch • .And ftlrther', fvrthor, l p:reriict tl~nt 

there won • t be a f'llarch today. I 1 11 be on the front line if thert~ is a r 
march. 

Voice: AtHl.I'll bn with you! 

~:£,: As a mntter of fact, as a matter of f~ct, if there nre people \'.'ho 
want to march and present this to the V;ayor, r• 11 go down with you. 

~~~: Charles F.vers hcJS not rnr~dc a st<lten~o ilt yet . Vi c are organized. We 
know what ~e a re going to do, hut we have to wait fo r a time to do it. And 
they [ F'rf!<:dom Democrati c i)ar ty workers] are do'\'m there telling them, "Y 'a 11 
co me on. Let's go to the Court House, 'ctxuse Uw t,[ AACP, you knotr Charles 
Evers, is goin ~1: to the 1iihite Eouuc ••• " 

~ckr~: Wlwt ' s hnppening·?-- What's the fttBs c\bout? 

J(cvcrc nd ~11 : Let t hem go down thf} x'e G•1d m<."-l.rch . Tho jail will be filled 
up when ~·; o ~~ et there. 1'hey won't have anywh~r~ to put us. 

He 1 s rBill Ware] . . ., .. . . , 
J eE;s ie: :,Uhox-.1>! 'tlovm tlH.H' tcll~ng them thnt Cru-n•les !we »s ls i!,Oll1 ;:': to t !:e 
Mli tc;-Housc ; and that they should r.;o on and warch to thr'! Court now:;e ; 1:1nd 
that is dividing- the cm•tnnnityFmd 1t 1 s wron g ; nnd he's [ Bill Warel not hero 
for any g ood; arid we could do •rd.tllout people lH;:e him. 

He~ud .!{u~: i'ic don't wnnt ;{n!iJhndy aJ;itating. We for >-Jtrictly iwsiness 
no':'!. ?J o <~ ~~itating . And we don't want no crackerheads fdllowint; t ht.~m do~vn to 
make trouhle. 

tTes,;,.:i c: ""1:~ .-t \'~'C don't. need nol>ody with a long board looking likn Cn ,:;tro 
r;o i 111; - around wi tl. out a prwny to pay g{,i!!(; around here tel lin~; the kit~s 

,, 



13 

to {;nt put i n _iai 1. If he wunts to lead souebody [ hB s hou l d] lend o 11 
th(~se drop-outs back into s chool r~lon:; with him nnd he 'l l be doinc 

. ,-:'J 

·:T:lt!kson~ ~:he .r·c i!IJ l.tt uo~v ~; \~'be! .. e is h.e !tC+?'? ... _____ . 

;;!.Q.~~::J:..£. : lie 's <:.mt ther<! talki.nr, abou t thg t s tuff Mid he 'd he tt ~~ r :.._ee~; 
(:11-nt~les t;:vcrf3 cut of h i ri EJ ( ~utJ: <\r0"\ .. tray . 

h a re : Fhz~ t d o you W:'<nt to tnlk. abou t, mnn? 

Jc.~c~~~..'J.£: I d on't rN1.nt it publislted. 

\";m·e: \':ell, WE'll let's wa it a litth~ wLile. -- n 
I hno',\' thAt do'm t;1at jai 1 in NH.tcl1 e :c yf)u got nbou t ten peo?l{! wh o 

m·c b l nc!-: f o?:.~ every \·;h i tc person y ou hfive do•Nn t here , c:md the:r havan ' t 
eom,d. t ted any cr.ime . So the;v send you to j a i l '.vheth e r you co;u :li t c1·imt":s 
or !l'Jt. 

;!~!cl£.:?.Q~: Some cnt ...:omc up with tiln wrong stuff, you know • nnd le.td itr&yhody 
any~·;here . So if you get up n nrl preach tho wronr~ trdug there'll bea riot 
right here, ma n. 

~_?_r_£ : Now I' m not t';o i ng to sny t h is. I w<~nt you to say lt thou ;;h, you see, 
whu t ~ v~r y 0u w~nt to say. 

~rZ:\C ~£;-=?o n: ••• r;ait here. 

~ar@ : ~ai t beret? 

Ja~k~o]l: I h ear you're supposed to be f itting to go , you know •• 

· !~~~!~.~ : N•/ , )'' OU he nrd wrong . Wnit here. I ain' t goint; nowhere no peop le 
wHn t to ~o .. 

Il¥;!ln: O~n· l\~.Ctder-s ::w e nothi.ng hut 'l'OElf?~ 'rhey g o down Hntl they scrnt ch 
tf;-:;·T; h nnds · ·:l lld tlley c~ome bnd~ and sny that we didn't ~;et anythiug jus t 
li.ke the,y g oi ng to s~y when they cor;~~ ou t here. Wa tch <UH.t see . 

Etn:.:::J.~~ Da l dwi_!!: . '1 t this time, we c omo to .;;iv-3 you a s c-w rnb l.nJ 
at tl1 is t in:::, IH! c a nnot spe ll o u t to you t1l l o f t he d e tai l s . 
we wi 11 hcwe to, the cornrn i ttee will hava t o study t h i-,.; r 0port 
you at a l ater drtte what •ve are plannl n§'~ to do ahout it. 

C !_'£::_~ : Sa<.;e old t hing~ f) ,un~ old -::bing ~ 
We 've \\J H :i ted too long~ 
T i r•IC wr.it.s for i lO one~ 

' 

tho report \<'lhich, 
We fee 1 th21.t 
a nd t hen tell 

!'tev e r !':l.Hl ~!dw~.!l£ We b!'l.n g to you our Fiel<l- S•)cret.:wy , ~!r . Cha rles Evers. 

Evet>s: 'fhan~< y11u ve ry much . I pwss y ou c n n lool~: around ;ron a:1d see that we 
;;;t outn u<l b e,.ed on the n roHnd , rre ' •~c outm1n1hereu i n t:w a ir too. 

Vn..i c e : Jf von •Nait they 1 r(~ f?..:oing to kill us £myli•J'IJ~ -- - " . . ~ . 

Eve r s : Th e conn i ttee an<.1the loca l leadersh.i.p here , a long ui th Gy s e lf , a nd I ' iLl 
;~this cle.:.t r , f ee l thnt mayh~~ the t ens ion h: too hig h And too muc h ch ~:nc e 
o f th~ ri s:!" o f hlood:; hed t o Hs k you t o march down the ~S treets of Nn tchoz . Now 
I' M only go ing t o g ive it to you like we feel .•• 

1<1arch~ Harc ll ~ 1-larcht 
We ' re reno'y ~ 
?-los ~! [; led u s out fl> :l E[zypt , y (n! l N Hl u s out o f Natchez~~ t ~ 

";'. 
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Ev_££§,: We fee 1 that mnybe the tens io!l in too high •.• 

YQJ._c;~: The tension heen up since they've be <m h o r:Jb:i.nr; und <llwotinb us~ 

!:;ycr~~: !.~u t I' :n on.ly r;pc~lh.in, fs ir1 b eltu lf of t he ~oen l l cd.<.teA~ahi ·p of t !;is 
city . Now I arn lwre to do wb.utover tile locnl people ~< .:mt done td th the 
local people. As we s a id before , and I' 11 nake tills crys t e l clear , this 
is an N.4ACP proj0ct, we're not f}~oinp; to lc t no otb~r organl:e:a tLHl come ·i n 
and tuke over. We gouna do it the v-;ay ~vr.;__wa nt it done, and nny of!~ t h ose 
dont t like tht~ wny we do it hit thl'! ~;treets nmv , you're on your own. Now 
if anyone h ere wh o don 't like the way wo c onduct our busineHs , and I've 
henrd it's been Baid that we don 't condu ct l>::Xu:x-.i.:~ it tho . •.vay t lley w<m t 
it dono, I want you to let you hno',;T thrt t you h i..l VC my permis ~;ion to $J;o 
ahead on. Nohody' s !~ oing to stop you. Now r:; ince if \H::O ~';<)i ng to pay the 
bnil bond and we goint; to fur'nish tho lmvyers , tlH.Hl wn going to tell you 
yjhcn to march nntl how to mnreh,. -- I ha d hoped w;,.~ cou l d have Dfn•ched to the 
Court !louse. Hut I ·understand t hnt the Cour t House i s c los e d. '£be local 
lcad•.:r.3hip has md.d that they don 't want u s to r:l<.tll:ch; and we 're n little 
different; we do what the people ~Nant done in t be community. I don't c ome 
here to t e ll you co:nc on hccause Charles Evers •;ant it done . Whntever you 
want done 1 we' r·e going to do that.. I still said that \vc didn 1 t get what we 
wanted. We didn't get anything. 

Dori: Amen~ 

gve£_§,: But we hv.ven ' t l ont the f a ith. 'l'hc Mayor said t ha t he would meet 
with groups after the thing c ooled off. But we got tlw group r eady to know 
that thin1;s ain't never going to cool off, until they got :something done 
downtown. 

Old man : We 11, we di dn't ~got what wf: 1 vo been a fter. But , we all uo keep 
p;wy~. The Lord is <1!Jle, and I H 1 'n trusting in him. 

!_omrm : And I am too. 

Q1.£ 5 :!!.!: And he ' 11 make the way for uso 

Wor-1nn : That's right • 

.Q.!_£ !1fl~ : All we do is s tay in o ur plnco , and be right, and we 're not out 
there for no violence . 

Ql£ ~: And jus t look to_ the l,ord, and we pray for ·this ri ght now: 
you tnke i. t in charge, nnd fix it for our poor people dm.-n here. 

B.nr.bn rn Hos e: They-va not g o:i.ng to g et a nywhere argui ng amo n.1~ the mselves and 
fi ghting am ong the1nse lves . 

Edi.e: Did you s ee wh a t h appened the re? Bill Ware g ot up 
~ny . Now!!..£ was n 't telli ng: unyone to hit the s treets 
saying was t Do you want to marc h?' and f, e was putting; it 

unrJ liad so:ne tl ling 
now ._ All he wns 
to You ••• 

" 
£.£!:.2!2}'<1 P.ost~ : ri"el l he knowc d tlwt they w;mt to mnrch. 'i'hat ' s the reason 
they were here 1 they t iwu g:ht they wei·c- !;:oing to m;n·ch , t hat ' t> wlly they 
were here .. 

Edie: Do ynu UHml>: it wa s ri ~>;h t for t hat othe r· guy to ,~et U ! l and interru pt 
~like that? Did you thi nk tha t \;·as ri gt1t'l 

Ba rhara Ho s e: Yes , it wns ri gh t, becaus e a lot of them W<~S r~!<l dy to go und 
-(l-1 . ... ,t.,., f ~t-~ ~PJ )-~ n '*' t !.., o l '> f' 11 t •1·1· ~,... u tA~ o:.:: S .:~ 0 -:i n .,-:- f' n ~.,. 

i1 \ .ft1. ~ f ~i-oli' V" \-~ ~~ ~ . .. ... _..""" l. ~ ,_.. - - ~• .] l'l fv\. ''=" ""-!J"' ~• -; A ...... 4 . 

Edi e : No w y ou just contradicte d y uursc l f • 

.Qori: They c ame to rr;arc h . Tb<JY came to march . 

BHrbar n Hose : Ye ah they c n:c·e t o ma rch , b u t like I sa id it ·.vas a lot of k.i ds , 
they did;~lmow what they w•:n ;join;;; to ;na l~ ch f or, i ts jus t l ilH;J bei nu; i n « 
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!~nr:.~!£':2.,~ !~~i?_!!,.~: 'leah r vrn.nt frcedO E1 , I ~Vtlnt fr~eedorn :Just ClS bntl il.S ft.nybcdy 
<1lso , you know. 

Edie: But you didn't \':nnt to mHrch today? 

Barbara Hose: Huh? __ ._...._ ---· 
l~d!_2: Did you want to march ol~ didn't you? 

lhrb ·> r.o. Ros"' ~ Ycnli I Nantod to nu:n~ch nud when {•vcrybody else march I'm 
g{~i'l;:i~to-~1-:ch too, b u t I'll be d n nmed i.f I'm g oing down there by !<ly~wlf. 

Olu Man: Like she s<.!v though, you got to wait, you got to wait, you got to 
;art-,-you GOt to wai"t,t on your leader. 

~~rb<!!:£~ ~2!2..£ : You didn't go by yourself. She d idn't go 
didn 't go by hi.msolf; now, .tH l' ~l not goinr.; by n-;yEwlf. 
we're going to do it together . 

by herself. Be 
When it be done, 

Q.ld ~: You' vc got to wait on God. Wai. t on Him. Wait on God. Just wait 
on tlw Lord. He' 11 bring us out. 

Dori: I'rt: going to stay on my knees and pray till I gc~t free. 

Q12 p<u!: Noo 'I'hat'fJ up to you, but I'm going to wait on Him. I'm going to 
wait. 

Girl : 'They ain't got them here for to lwlp the v<'hitc folltf.l o They ain't got 
them here for us. 

Ql(~ !?2.§.!!?.: You pray, nnd lfe 'll fix it for you. 

££!:!.: Butt sec, if they start jumping on you,thc President of the United 
· States c nh federalize them lil~e he did in Alabat;Ja. 

fH d ~: Well, nwybe we' 11 get that. 

££!:!.: We 11 how' re you going to ;.;et it'? 

Ol d man: Ain't wo got somebody who is the leader . They got field me n, don't 
they?[i.e. ~ the NAACP has Char les Evers] f1? 0t'md you .ain't no field men. If 
that n:an hadn't n b een hero wo VHH1ldn' t hnvJ'\w singing up lH~rc • 

Girl : Who? -
Old !.!£!!.: There would have been none o.f us out. 

Gir l:2 : · Who?· Wh o? 

.Q12. r,;an : You got nobody to lead you. 

Q!!:.!: Clwr lca Evers wasn't here when we started ••• 

Ol d mnn : I sa:i.d 9 if he h adn 't of been here, we would have had no body to lead . 
Ther;-;::ould h ;:;wc been no colored meet ing b.crc at this place, if he hadn't of 
corne . But the v:ny things happen , wedl, quite naturally ~ we just have to wait 
on ti rue . We ' ve got to wait on time now. We 've got to wait. 

Dori: A chang e i s go in;; to cor:;e. 

Q.l2. !!!;~ : Oh, yeah! All we go t to do ••• 

Qld: Bu t not in the midnigh t hour. 

Old mn n : is ••• is have faith . Have faith ~ ---
++++++++++++++++++++ 
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!.T~l~: I'm sick man. I'm tired. 1'hat 's nhy I went on anJ just hu ~e; tlou 
UJJ the L1 oney'i nnd sa.y, I~ n1 (ojtl st ~;oir1g; to do r;;or;~etbin[:: , rnLto, you LL10VJ l~ h<·!t I 
r;w~an? I'm tired of rti ;~p;ers , I';;l g oing to n,;_:y nig ·,crs , mnn 

Otis: Tlwt's what they <n"e • 

• Jackson: L;ying, meeting ~ ;you kr:ow, gonna do this, man, you know \Vhat I ' m 
~about? lwd never does nothing. Just plannin(;. Ne groes i!:-3 the 
pla:mingest people I've eve-r seen , boy. We plan to damn FIU Ch man, and IH.Wer 
do nothin~ . So I'm not planning no more . So I'm just going to go and do 
it on my own. f·1an , I don o been to 135 nwetings, nnd tl.lat 1 E3 <-~11 they ever 
did was meet. Han , di<.l nothin r.; <d.se , you know? Say , for i nstnncc , the 
NA!;CP meeting;: 'i'liey ~;;eet; thc:y talk tile saule thing nll the tinw . You know, 
it''" probably g ood. But I don't u nderBtand. I don't sec why people should 
meet all the timai and do nothing . Okay, I got chmn on my bended knees, man; 
took nn oath , you !:now; ~:e liiCt that nig;ht, t~tJo r;JOnths dotH~ past , and there 
haven't been another meeting. 

Oti s : John f<' i t zp:erald would have done r;wrc, if it h a dn • t been for Char los 
[I~vers] . nut he .went and talked to C!1arlcs , Ithiuk now , and 1 think Charles 
tol d him to cool his heels, you know . I don't go for thut . 

J ackson : We 're not goin:~ to hr.} coolin:~ no heels. 

~;.1ck:;~m (comJ~1t:nt <J.ry): 
I could trust, and we 

+++++~?++++++++++++++ 

The next dny we r,ot five guys "i:o ~;c ther, 
had our first meet ing . 

that I thou;~h t 

~;.2.912: I believe just }ike ~brtin Luther King nnd (!V.erybody else , I believe 
in no!!··ViohHocH. I r eally do, man . I think thttt noD···Violcncc is the only 
way to so lve the problem , you know . On the ot!1e r hand, I be ] ieve , t hat om.· 
people s hould stop gettin;~ killed. }ian, lik e you know, pe o ple driving by 
ldllinr~ tlw;-;1. J.~ike a lot of peo ple would be in the MovHment~ n!an , li!::c 
bus iness people , if they liau s o me protect ion . We don ' t ht:tve protection 
from the police . Say, now, I've been in oc.e, ttvo, three, four things like 
th is Otis and I. First it was 11The Blnck 1Jrothers11 , they didn 't do nothinr; . 
Next thing was ••• 

Qlli: Yeal1 9 " \~o d id s o r::ething . I menn, we did it ourselves . 

JackBon : Yeah , you and I* Next ,things was the Deacpns that ,.,e was jus t in 
it witll s o rMJ oUwr guys . - They didn 't do nothing, and u fow more things tbv.t. 
were suppose d to do Homethin [.~ , you know. So, there ' s no need , man , like I 
was c.ny i ng, tnnn, there ' s no nee d in starting thi s here, going through this 
here, if we're not going to do soraethinr; . 

J.ian: Can I say somcthin.r:;? Now , I hav e h eard <Ohout those othe r things that 
s uppo se<? to !:r:ive b ee n p;oint; on , and all this. 'There ' s no use in trying to 
start something , i f we ' re not.. g oini'': to do anything , und not seri ou.~.; :< bout it. 
And 1 think we s hould. It' s ti!"ne for us to do sor:1e thin!P, 9 ri ght now. 

Jac k~>o~!: Yea h, .::md if there iH anybody .in t h i s room,rir;ht at t h i s t:JO me nt, 
t ha t isn't serious , now h1 tLc time to s a y it nan . There' s no need to wait , 
you know. Han , I •vas on my knc 28 like this , mun , ahout t hree weeks ago, tak
ing u n oath that I wou ldn't do this and wouldn 't do that~ you know, and tha t 
was the end o f that, man, and l. ain 't s~'m it l l O norc . 

Otis: Look. I know all you guys . We ' ve g rown up tor~ether lilw brothers . 
This i s one thi t!g J t:v't1nt to say: I n a ~;-; r-,.y, \Yhil c t he oth.cr or{~anizatiorts 

didn 't g et ha lf-way off their feet , some of them, that is, i s boc<1 use wn 
h a d guys who' d. t ake t hese oaths , cwd th ey were doin g it jlw t for the he 11 
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of it, jtH;t to be in sor·lcthing , but they didn't mean it~ you fuww. We ' r e not 
l"o "•~ ... t<) t-·•-,, o··th-~ "'-. ''on'"'- I'C"(' to ·lo ~~- ,.,.., "1' • t · · • ,;. -'· · •!·, .:,t·~ .._. ,., '"" • ·• ~- v ' '-' , ·"' J '-' \-'''-'" • 1.0 JUS g01.ng 'CO 1lH VC 

l1n t!ndereta.ndin£~ , a. f-~ond un dc,·l · Btnn ciiu[;; ~ ;,;"<YU t·:ncnvo I lil.;o ~~"OU . I lik.c ~.foul) 

Him nnd him , and I l:H.:o nysclf. ln1d J fi gur e tltat silence , yotl i~now , you 
knowt your tongue i.s the \Verst r;eapon ag;ni.nst you , any man. Aud I want to 
sa~: thi.s, and I IJH~an it f'z'om my heart , thut I, I sw0 n r before God, may he 
kill rne now if I don 't m0un it, fer s ::.mc thi:1g ns inpor·tant as thL-;;, I'Ll 
burn my broth~r. I' d blow his dn t:m brnins out . Aud I 'd do the snme to you, 
to hir.:i tn him, n n d to hin, you knou'l J.Jofcn·e I 1 d J et o ne ctuy mess un a lot 

· . .. . .. . . tt1e -.. ~ . " 
of g uys, J.t' e B:!J<t ll enough , you !(now , you see 1t 1.n :;;_ nuw1Jer of us. I'm not 
directing any t hi ne to an:,; one i ndi vi dt:al you understi:!nd , Lecaut>o I would w«~ t 
everybody in hc1·e to fee 1 tLc s ane wny about we. lind I feel thnt i f we all 
feel thDt \·ia.Y then PH' ' Y'C g oinJ; to, you knuw, we goint; to rerspcct e ach othe r , 
iNe going to lern~n to love c n ch othe r , to live together , to drink tocether, 
and nbovc ali , fi~-~ht h.c1rd tog·e th t~r. , push , r.wn , pW':31l , yo u k now , all of us 
pushi ;,g- in t he !'i<.Hne directio;l . 

J a ckson: Let me say this, Otis . Do you tllilll<, I'm u1:3 ufraid a s the next mnn , 
ytn.t-~w , I'd ben. daDm liar to sit he r (! nnJ sDy th;·; t, u!an, I' m not sc<U'(Hl 
of not hill?; , you know'? I 1 :;J scared, you knmv'/ I'd be nuts if I wcr<.~n't• But 
if they f~et me to the police etntion am! put a gun en 1:1y hend and cock it nnd 
.sny'H ?J i r-:;·{ier I':;1 g oing to blow you r brni,1s out if yuu don't t el l me so on a;1d 
so- ~n c1nd s~ forth ,n I got sense enougl,1 t? kt;gw tlnt ti.w y r;oiug ~o blow. my 
brn.lllS out l. f I tell them, you knmv? So .1 f ~m~ puts t h:uJ gu n Les1 de my oea d 
und say 11 I'm goint~ to blov: j'OUX' dw;1n hra:i. ns out" \vell, s !:it, chanct~s are 
still a::~ well if I don't even tell him nothing. So don't tell him a damn 
thing, j ust l(!t hir:1 blow it out 'cause you going to get it l>lowed out one 
way or tlH~ other • 

.Q.:!:..i§.: Yeah, that g oes hack to Mh<tiZXixwam.;.!-my.;in;; like I s aid in the oeginnin,g . 
If they don 1 t blow it out, and you get out, one of ua will. l.nd 1 wa nt you 
t o do the same thing to me . 'l'his is \"iha t I mean . You r brother will do it, it 
wilJ bo tnore li!:;e o mercy killing , you l;now? 

+++++++++~ •+ +++++++++++++++~ +++ 

_panola : I wish you'de qui.t running into me, you moke t1e miss it. 

++ ++ ++++++++++ + • +++++++++++++++ 

J;-wkso n (cor:)me n t ary): I guess the Freedom Democratic Party people s till 
t hought t hey could uo somcthir:g because they c al led a twctin~~ nt the 
Bri ght Star church , and all their b:i.g leaders <.lnd thint;s Cii '; IC down from 
all ov<H' the state and t hey tried to get the p(> oplc to get up and rru rch 
t hat night. 

+++++++++·+++++++++++++++++++ ++ 

Vlnre : The i•'rc c dorn Dc;mocrnti c Pnrty is cot~{lli tted to do what you wnnt to do . 
We fe e l that you 'v•~ heen diBgrn ccd here . Aft e r gettin~r, the whole world to 
believe that ttw blnclc people in N i:ss i s~; ippi and in N.<1tche~ were go1og to 
move , on Thursday noth ing happened . 

WornD.g : I don't want to march on Udn nccord: !'1.:1 not aftai d to r:wrch . 
And I've never mnrchcd . Hu t if a nwn or woman re;:dly, Hn d 1 t H:l a wo mn n, 
and if a mnn o r wom:m hits me , I' m g oing to hit hir.l b <.-i C~ . ~nd so I do n 't 
wont to get in there since it ' s non-vi6 l cnt, I d o n ' t want t o ge t in there 
anu u pset your pl<IOS that y ou hove before you. Liste n, th<:\t 1 s the re<~son , 
l' rrt not a f r aid to rnarcfl , but if h e hold n1:,' ~1~ln t~, if .:--,e stDnd i.n front of 
me , I ' 11 spit o n him . I' m not afraid of them. 

Lawr ence ~ot·: You blf.m;e you. You mi ght b e the next. o ne , You, or you , and 
~--;-:-f 1-t' ; i i.._ · t u t. o you t c> <·~c~l.' --'),;q ,. So i f you <v<~nt to --· :Jr-i!if.-r-t. tc p1t 1 · u D1Dg S LS no p •- U-
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see, Hill left out one form of d emonstration. He talk ed a bout pi c ket ing , 
he talked nbout stayi ng h e r e a f t er t e n o' cl od~: , h o t a l k e d about ~:1arclli ng , 
he talked about sit t i nr:; in, and l1e tc:dked~i'§:wu t the ki nd o f demons tra ti on 
tha t yoa have b e en do ing f or y e nrs .. Tft u t 1 s t h e kind o f dehlOl1s t ru tion by 
bei n g quiet a nd doing n o t h i ng . You're demonst r et l ng . You're d emons trat ing 
like othe r --.you're u e uons tr<: tinr, in the op;-•o sitc fa s hion from the rest 
of Africa , and the r est of the p e o p le who a r c movi nr; o Bu t you ' re demon
strating., You 1 re being heard. You 1 re hei ng understood by s i mply be i ng 
q u iet and sittin;:, b<ick nnd stnying in your p laces . 'l'hc most c owardly 
thing I have eve r heard is for some one to say 111 ! woul d go with you all 
but I a in't non-violen t ." 

Un~ Blr•ckwe ll: It's downright pitifule The !Mtn is in critica l con dition 
and peo p l e have walked o ut. Eve rybodj' 1 s in a big hurry to p;o home, and 
you know I wEH3 sitting there think i ng about my child's at Lon:e , he burne d 
his leg, I twed to be the r e too. See th a t 1 s t h e way we c a n all go back 
and t!dnk of tl 1ing s tha t we need to he doing , you know'? Uut I am 
c oncerned, people . I 9 m r e ally coricE~rne d. And tha t 1 $ t he reason I'm here 
toni ght. I'm fro m Issaquena. County, the sma lle st cou n ty, I think, in t h e 
state. But people , I came here with such ••• you know •.• folks done go t .... 
Nation;ll Guards out evcry\>here 1 police running round everywhere. .And 
people sitting up just look like they ain ' t concerr.ed. I t's •• it 1 s pitiful. 
And I' m jus t full, you lcnorv . 'Cau s e right now thi s chur ch n e ed to be 
pac.ked, we sl:ould move .. Whe n ten cll'clock come , people should be talking 
about anyt hing t hey want to t a lk a bout. You know , p e o p le not here not 
even inter e s ted in what I'm talk i n g about. But I stil lvmnt to do it . 
B:::cause I nm concernetb;:xxt.tl:md ;:xabout what h as hap;,ened to lJS blnck peop l e o 
Now we E3it up and holler n)[es r:1a 1am11 and "No ma ' a m.," I don 't ~~now about 
you a ll but I'm tired of ite And ! 1 1-:~ tired of p e o p le tt~lling me t hat 
thi s here is curfew an d I do n ' t kmn;;~ nothiug about it .. S orae body else 
t he ~byor. Now we ca n 't even dr ruv up a pie ce of p a p e r and t nkc it up t h ere 
to him and they t e ll yot: 11 Go home ni gger s and shut upt " And I gets mn d der 
a nd madde r c And I don't unde rstand it. You 're right. You ain 't qualified 
to g o up there because you a in't mad enough. Do you know folks, there ain 't 
no telling \vhat I mntht do ? We ll th ere ain ' t. And t here ain't no telling 
what all of us mi t;ht do. But at least get up, people, and tryo 
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DOCUMENTARY FILM 

7Y fHllchez, Lovely 7Y at chez 

I recently saw a film that is a valuable 
historical document. In one hour, years 
of argument and rhetoric are neatly 
and quietly compressed, but also 
brought to life. The film is Black 
Natchez, and it was done by Edward 
Pincus, a graduate student in phi
losophy, and David Neuman, recently 
out of college. I suppose they would 
be called "amateurs" by those who 

Black Na~chez (Pincus & Neuman) 

like to know exactly who is who and 
why. On their own, with m eagre 
money and rented equipment they went 
to Mississippi in 1.965, determined to 
stay for many months, not to "do" a 
movie, but to live and learn, to find 
out whether their presence could even
tually become irrelevant enough to en
able the kind of film foo tage they 
wanted. 
They chose Natchez, "iovely Nat

chez" we used to call it in the so's and 
early 6o's when I lived in the state. We 
had' no civil rights problem then, only 
"pe<'1.c~ and tranquility," as our dis
tinguished governor, Ross Barnett, 
used to remind us when "violence" 
broke out elsewhere. The city is in the 
southwestern part of the state and 
stands on bluffs more than 200 .feet 
above the M iss issippi River. During 
steamboat days its port was busy, not 
only with cotton but people, slaves be
ing transported or fine families stopping 
off for food, rest and gambling, wh ich 
fl ourished there. The Natchez Free 
Trader kep t its readers up to date on 
river news, and just before the Civil 
itVar Frederick Olmstead was able to 
say that the city had "the best hedges 
and screens of evergreen shrubs . . . in 
America." To this day thousands go 
there every year to see handsome ante
bellum homes, about two scores of them 
as I reca!I, enough to keep the serious 
visitor severa l days. 

In 1.963, George Greene moved to 
Na tchez, and because he w-as a SNCC 
fi eld secretary he found it inconvenient 
to visi t those homes. He even found 

itt 'inconvenient to do the kind of work 
m,ust civil rights workers do in the 
S'!J.!Juth, because along with those homes 
Natchez can dairn many Klansmen. 
l flhe terror in Natchez and adjoining 
A:dams County in a sense turned even' 
Greene and one or two others into 
S~IJK:ial scientists; for a year they did 
rnr>thing but document incidents of 
'-1i1olence reported to them by a few 
N.egroes bold enough to do so. 

H well remember what historic, scenic 
Natchez did to the mind and spirit of 
Gceorge Greene in one year. I also re
caill the hours of debate when the 
J'\.Sl:ississippi Summer Project of 1.964 
w'as being planned. How could anyone 
de~ anything in that fortress of racial 
"s;,it,a bility"?-

B~r 1965 no part of M ississippi was 
s;;:fe from "agitation." Negro children, 
sor.ane of them 12 or 1.3 ·years old, had 
the nerve to picket stores, demanding 
b-etter jobs for their parents. They 
w·anted other things, too, like access 
to t he town's library or auditorium, not 
t <Zt mention its voting booths and the 
"<D<ther" school system. In retaliation 
G eorge M etcalfe, president of the Nat
ch~~z NAACP, was critically hurt by a 
b(();'lnb attached to his car. The town 
w·as upset. Tl1e Natchez Democrat re
ported the mayor's words: "Natchez 
is a peaceful, law-abiding community 
w~iose citizens deeply resent violence 
in any form." A reward was offered 
to he(p capture the would-be murderer 
- «end- Negroes were arrested by the 
ca::doad for picketing, then shipped in 
chartered Trailways buses to the in
fa:Z':nous Parchman State Penitentiary. 
Ev~:ntuallv the National Guard took 
0\/'i'.>..r the ~ity, in the face of continuing 
ma-rches and protests by an aroused 
N<o~gro corr.munity. Tn the end (after 
sta:'iled negotiations, resumed talks and 
nE-wv federal laws) an almost standard 
Somtlhern solution occurred: a few Ne
gr;;~ police were hired, a few Negro 
fa;;;:;<:s appeared here and there in the 
white world . It is safe to say that the 
following (1960) stati stics for Natchez 
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THE ·NEw RE P UBLIC 

and the rest of Adams County still 
hold: The population is half and half, 
but the median family income for 
whites is $5,6oo, and for Negroes, 
$1,994; school expenditures per pupil 
for whites come to $162.81, and for 
Negroes, $99.05; the number of whites 
making under $2,000 per year is 369, 
and the number of Negroes, 1,944; the 
number of whites making over $9,000 
per year is 996, and Negroes, 24. Over 
a quarter of a century ago that situa
tion was described in a matter-of-fact 
way by the avthors of Deep South : 
they used the words "white power." 
The two young men who made Black 

Natchez came there well before the 
NAACP official was hurt, before the 
city faced a major crisis. They did not 
arrive on scene because ''news" was 
being made, nor did they try to .make 
news, or a "story" by arranging and 
rearranging people or ~ituations. They 
lived in the town, the black side of 
the town, and over the months be
came familiar with it, and known to 
its pzople. They knew how to keep 
their equipment under wraps, how to 
live and observe. They were no "cam
era crew," nor did they have any dead
line- or cause to fight. When they 
started filming they did so around the 
clock, to learn. 

Eventually Natchez settled down, and 
eventual!y the two filmmakers retired 
to do their work, edit over 9o,ooo feet 
of synchronous sound film. (The result 
will be shown on National Educational 
Television this spring.) What have they 
produced? Cinema verite (direct cin
ema) it is called; everything "from 
life,". with no "reconstructions," no 
'~interviews." Yet, a movie is more 
than the technique its makers used -
though today that may be an old
fashioned assumption. In this case 
the city of Natchez provided the two 
observers a bonus they never dreamed 
possible, a drama with rising and fall
ing action. A situation of "ordinary," 
stagnant injustice suddenly exploded 
into a noisy, stirring emergency, with 
its aftermath of bitter fatigue and 
resignation. 

The film is done without interpretive 
narra tion. It opens with some Negroes 
talking about forming an organization 
like the Deacons to defend themselves. 
They are ordinary men, not leaders 

and not civil rights workers. They are 
afraid--afraid of whites, afraid of their 
ovvn weakness, their own useless, 
necessarily subdued anger. Above all 
they are afraid to do anything, even 
to arm themselves, because they have 
no conviction that anything they try 
will make the slightest difference in 
their everyday lives. The camera moves 
from face to face, then moves outside, 
to the town, to black Natchez, whose 
houses command no tourists, whose 
people are lucky to eat, sleep and love 
unmolested by white intrusions of one 
sort or another. 

From the sight of Natchez as a repre
sentative Southern town, we slowly 
move to the experience of a particular 
moment of political conflict. Children 
are p{cketing and trying to get more 
for their parents, for themselves as 
future parents; and a white organizer 
tries to inspire Negroes to follow suit, 
out of shame if not pride. "She don't 
understand," though. We see exactly 
what she doesn't understand - how 
they feel, what they see, and what a' 
request from her of all people means. 
Ironically, once again the white man 
reduces the Negro to fear, to excuses 
and to the further calculated display 
of apathy. 
Then the bombing, the almost suc

cessful assassination takes place, and 
Natchez:js a different city. A thousand 
psychological and sociological truths 
are shattered, turned into splinters by 
the fact that violence can sometimes 
generate a new relationship between 
victim and oppressor. Crowds of Ne
gEoes assemble, full of anger and deter
mination. The press arrives and tele- . 
vision cameras, so that one camera can 
show other cameras at work, influenc
ing by their very presence the people 
whose actions are making news. That 
v<>gue abstraction "the community" 
suddenly becomes tangible, visible. 
Charles Evers is on hand to exhort 
people, to give them direction. Others 
are there, too- young men and women 
from the Mississippi Freedom Demo
cratic Party. The battle is joined, be
tween minist ers, busin essmen and 
teachers on the one hand, and young 
"activists" on the other. A committee 
that is to bargain with the mayor has 
no members that had been picketing, 
none that are poor, or young or worn-

,l 
I 



en. The struggle is by now a familiar 
one, but the experience of seeing it 
tmfold at close quart ers in a movie
house is altogether new. 

Events conspired to furnish additional 
drama for the film. A curfew was 
called foll owed by the entrance of the 
National Guard, with its helicopters, 
jeeps and drawn guns, showing once 
and for all the force and power that 
keep voteless, impove rished people re
spectful indeed of what sounds so 
right and good to the res t of us when 
it is urged- "law and order." There 
were night mee tings, and day meetings, 
with inqeasing tension and increas
ing despair. The committee of Negroes 
was rebuffed by the mayor, and of 
course had to save face with the crowd, 
temporize, strive to keep pressure on 
white Natchez and the momentum for 
change alive in black Natchez. All this 
the film captures unforgettably: the 
leader's eyes, both wary and confident; 
the mixed faces before him, impassive, 
tentatively hopeful, disbelieving, full 
of zeal, ready to die, unwilling for a 
moment to lift a finger; and the guile, 
bluff and make-believe that all sides 
practice, part of what politics is, 
I suppose. The moderates of Black 
Natchez show their corrupt, pompous 
side, but more than a touch of arro
gance and cruel insensitivity appears 
among th~ radical youth- including 
one scene that finds a white, northern 
civil rights worker trying to sell Ivy 
League logic ("You've just contradicted 
yourself") and Robert's Rules of Order 
("That's right, the majority decides") 
to legitimately confused and agitated 
people. 

The end comes swiftly and is true
to-life. Fervor subsides; weariness and 
a sense of futility return; the decisions 
will be made by negotiators, who will 
determine what those who have must 
give to keep those who have not more 
or less "quiet." People scold one an
other, or scratch their heads in be
wilderment. How did it happen, so 
fast? What made a promising moment 
die? How is it that people can change 
overnight, abandon their lethargy, be
come willful, then put back on their 
old masks? Who speaks for Black Nat
chez, for Harlem or Watts? 

I know of nothing in print that can 
match what Black Natchez offers: a di-
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CHUNG HAE KYUNG, KOREAN 
AGE 6. One of three children. Mother 
dead. Father TB. Grandmother stays 
at horne to look after her sick son 
and his hvo younger children. Eldest 
sister, l S:. sells vegetables in market. 
Earns $1 per month, family's only 
income. ! Jive in one room. Rent $2 
monthly~ No facilities. Children al
ways hun rgry. Winters cold and hard. 
Insufficicmt clothing and blankets. 
Grandrnrvl.her unable to buy medi
cine for $Dn and sufficient food for 
children .. Help to H ac Kyung will re
lieve her g randmother's worries by 
bringing :.'!cad to the entire family. 

Thousand},; of children as needy as Hae 
Kyung anxfir:>us ly await "adoption" by you 
or your gn li.!J, p. Choose a boy or girl from 
Greece, Sou!I:th Korea, Viet Nam, Hong 
Kong, the F'rbilippines, Colombia, Ecuador 
or Peru. YC!lur child receives $8 a month 
of your mon~y in cash as well as blankets, 
household cnuuipment, clothing, medical 
care-and s clucation. EVERY PLAN 
CHILD W£.1DST ATTEND SCHOOL. 
You receive:;a .case history and photograph. 
Each month, y ou write and receive a letter 
(original a:ll'ld translation ) . Learn how 
your "adoptii:am" benefits the entire family. 
Soon, throufi!h the regular letters and prog
ress reports you and your child develop 
a warm, lov.ii,ng relationship. 
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never empL:a,ys professional fund-raisers. 
We eagerly <offer our financial statement 
upon reque:;,it because we are so proud of 
the handlit:tg<of our funds. 

PLAN Is ::!I non-political, non-profit, non
sectarian, i'madependent relief organization, 
approved hy the United States Govern
ment, regishered under No. VFA019 with 
the Advismry Committee on Voluntary 
Foreign Aiil1l_ of the Agency for Interna
tional Dev1.elopment and filed with the 
National Imlliormation Bureau and the Na
tional BetterrBusiness Bureau inN ew York. 
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rect look at a· community, and one 
seized by a crisis, as well as an honest 
look at all sorts af things that social 
scien ~ists study and study and study. 
If I were applying for one of those 
" research grants" to "·evaluate" Black 
Natchez, I would say the film deals 
with real big things - like crowd be
havior, social change, ideology in ac
tion, the ethnic politician, the genera
tional gap, Negro n ationalism, :black 
power, class structure as it determines 
individual behavior, and all the rest 
of it, the deadening phrases and life
less terms that are guaranteed to make 
the eyelids become heavy. 

In any event, for an hour I could look 
and not read, and see p eople I have 
known all along in other cities brought 
to life. I am told that films like this 
are rare, and not encouraged. There is 
no money for them. They are a "risk" 
and not very "useful," though millions 
are available today for every kind of 
incomprehensible and absurd venture 
by the most incredible assor tment of 
"investigators." I suppose there is a 
reason why. Pounds of wordy reports 

re. Ci1n help US dally forever over nothing. 
t5ii A film that records what is actually 

An wn reg:r.~cr.ted trip st re55ing ind ividuo ! · ~ hapfJening leaves us only one clear-cut 
freedom. Low cos~ yet covers a!l tr:e usuai 
plus piaces othe r tours rniS5 . Un less t he stand- alternative, to remember or to forboet 
ard tou r is a ''must " for }'OU , discover t his 
uniq ue leu r before you go to Eu rope . very, very hard. Things being the way 
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BOOK HUNTING? 

ANY BOOK LOCATED! No mat
ter how old or long out-of-print. 
Name the book-we' ll find it for 
you! Write to-Dept. NEW 

Union City, New Jersey 07087 

The Sunday Ramparts 
A new weekly newspaper of na
tional significance, published by 
Ramparts Magazine. For free 
sample copy, write Ramparts, 301 
Broadway, San Francisco 94133 

they are, we perhaps find it cheaper 
emotionally to forego an inexpensive 
Black Natchez and invest in costly, 
evasive language. 

RoBERT CotEs 

Correspondence 

Sorry 'Bout That 

Sirs : 

Although .I cannot supply the statisti
cal information you reguest in your 
January 7 note ("Sorry 'Bout That") I 
can, as a member of one of the medical 
teams in Vietnam supported by AID, 
report a few personal observations 
~hich, cast into numbers and multi
plied by the entire country, would pro
vide the raw ma terial for such infor
mation. 

Civilians injured by Allied troops 
(mostly in automobile accidents) are 
seen occasionally at our hospitaL They" 

_ . .._ -

are greatly outnumbered by patients 
such as these : 

1) Villagers (mostly women and chil
dren) vvounded by mortar shells deli
berately fi red into th eir ha mlet by the 
Viet Cong, because the people refused 
to favor . the communist side. (The 
number of these patients may h ave 
been reduced by the Viet Cong threat 
to ki ll a!! the injured wh o sought help 
from the government.) 

2) Children burned by a phosphorus 
g renade thrown by a communist ter-
rorist who wanted to dissuade their 
parents from voting in the national 
elections. 

3) Members of the Popular Forces 
shot by the Viet Cong and North Viet
n arnese, b ecause the Popular Forces 
are able to recognize an invasion of 
their homes by . foreign troops and 
persist in defending them. 

Also relevant to the guestion of civil
ian casualties are the facts that re
fugees fleeing Allied troops are non-
existent, refugees fl eeing battle zones 
are not common, but refugees from 
communist control are numerous. Peo
ple whose families have been kilied 
accidentally by Allied arms are difficult 
to find ; those whose families have been 
killed deliberately by the Viet Cong 
work with us every day. 

Regarding the degree of concern for 
the lives of civilians of the various 
con testants in Vietnam, it is note
worthy that the communists have 
killed 1oo,ooo of their countrymen 
since coming to power. This figure will 
undoubtedly be improved upon if they 
seize control of the en tire country, 
_since six percent of the population of 
South Vietnam fled there expressly to 
avoid living under redrule, and all the 
overt anti-communists in Vietnam are 
in the South. 
If you are truly concerned about the 

welfare of the Viet people, let me sug
gest that you will do more good by 

NoTEs ON CoNTRI BUTORs 

Roger H azelton, Abbot Professor of 
Christian Theology at Andover New
ton Th eological School, is the author 
of several books about religion. Don 
Carlos Buell lives in Cambridge, Mass ., 
nnd is working on a novel. 
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