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RTcwember   6,    1967

Dear  Friends,

ff he ,Freedom  Information  Service  has  been  operating  nearly
two  and  a  half  yeaLrs  on  a  variety  of  research.  writing,  and
library-building  proj6cts.     In  this  time  we  have  been  financed
by  a  few  small  foundarfeion  grants  and  a  number  of  individual
contributions .

It  appears  now  that  if  we  are  t'o  continue  tG  support  a
staff  of  seven  part-time  people  and,  hopefully,  take  on  two
new,   ±`ull-time  people  with  special  skills,  an  in-person  fund
raising  effort  is  necessary  at  this  time.

We  hope  you,   who  are  familiar  with  our  work  and   in  most
cases  have  been  financial  supporters  yourselves,  will  help
ug  make  fruitful  contacts  in  the  shortest  possible  time.

REy  tentative
November
November
November
November
November

After  this,

travel  schedtile  begins  as  follows:
Nashville,
Louisvill
Chicago
Detroit '
Syracuse , (hometown)

I  will  go  to  INew  York  City_probably  by  the  25th,
nized-far  the  24th.     I  hope
by  about   December  8th.     So

unless  a  fund-raisitig  affair  is  or
to  be  able  to  return  flo  Mississipp
ia  {fios6--aays  after  ELGvember   25tfa-wil`1  be  flexible,   depending
on  what  YOU  can  arrange,   in  the  northeastern  U.S.

If  anyone  carl  get  definite  plans  in  the  mail  to  me  by  the
13th  of  November,   please  do  so  and   I  will  reply  immediately.
Othe"ise,   please  coni;act  Miss  Carol  Hanisch,   27  West  82nd  Street,
urew  York  10024;   phone  212/475-8775.     She  is  a  former  staff
member  of  FIS  arid  has.agreed  to  set   up  appointments   for  me,
particularly  in  the  New  York  area.

Please  try  to  let  Carol  or  me  know   just  what  kind  of
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important,let  us  know  as  soon  as  possible  and  what  topics
should  be  covered.
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Our  matior   concerns   in  iR'.I.S.   are  the   .following:
i)   Phe  wr`it,itfg  and  distribution  of  a  weekly  Newsletter  of

current   events   relevant  'to  't`fie  Movements   letters   from
readers;  articles  from  other  Sources  giving  views  Gn
the  Movement  in  Mississippia   Black  poiit.ies,   inter-
natiori&1  'problems   involving  op.pressed   peoples,   etc>.
Presefit   ci-feulation  i.a  900  by  mail  throughout  REissis-
sippi,   150  by  mail  oLitside  RIississippi,   450  in  bulk
to  Jackson  are.a  colleges  and   ngighborhoods  and  i;a
Mississippi   coop.eratives.

2)   ghae  continuing  development   of  a  libra.I.y  of  newspaper
clipp.i.ngs,   p&mShletsS   books,   visual  materials,   etc®
which  will  be  useful  fao  }fississippians,   blaLck  and
white,   who  are  involved   in  movements   for   ch.ange  Qr
are  doing  research.     About   50  hours   of  work  per  week
is   now  being  done  on  this.

3)   'J}he   rese&rchitig,   writing,   and`   distrib.ultion  oi`  short
and  long  articles  on  Mississippi  politics  and  govern-
ment,   economicsS   Movement   topics,   RTegro  history,   et'c.

4)  Fne  availability  of  office  machines  and  technical
assistance  in  preparing  maiterials  fo.r  tise  within  the
Mississippi  movement.     Our  facilities  have  at  one
time   a.rt  anofaher  been  used   by  nearly   every  Movement
group  in  the  state  and  are  available  to  ail.     In  most
cases,   we  expect  groups  to  cover  costs   of  work  done
for  thefff,,   since  we  could   not   possibly8   to  date,   have
paid  for  all  the  supplies  and  staff  time*

Briefly,   tny   own  baGkgroL2nd   is   i.his:     Miss   Jam  Hillegass
age   24,   native   of  SyT&cuse,   rTew   ¥ori£.      Former  member   of   Syracuse
CORE.     Graduate  of  Syracus€./  University,   psychology  major,   in
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Founder  in  July,   1965,

en  L`enter),   and   Currently
Mississippi  Freedom  Democfatic  Par
of  the  Freedom  Information  Serviee

tTih

treasurer  and  coordinator  of  F.I.S.

We  will  need   i,a  raise,   in  check.a   or  pledges,   about   Slo,000
on  this  trip  ip  Order  tQ  Carry  through  next  June  or  July.     Phs
FIB  staff  does  ",e  work  here  and  we  very  much  need   your  help
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be   a,ble   tc>
your  schedu
you   Can).
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when  and  we  will  do   ourr  best   to  meet
course  to  indicafee  alternatives  if

rhank  you  all  very  much  for  your  help  in  the  past.     I'm
looking  forward   to  meeting  with.  as  many  of  you  &s  possible.


