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Mississippians United was organized in June of 
1967, at t he Holmes County Community Center in 
Mileston, Mississippi. Mississippians United was 
organized to form a coalition of the various organ­
izations in the state, to raise moneyforBlack in­
dependent candidates. 
The stee ·ng committee is made upoffivepeople: 

.Joseph Barris - Chairman of Mississippians U­
nited 
Owen Brooks -Acting Director of the Delta Min­
istry 
Lawrence Guyot - Chairman of the MFDP 
Charle~ McLaurin - MFDP State Executive 
Committee member 
Ho 1i Watkins - MFDP organizer 

Th five man steering committee sent out a bro­
chure , "To Get That Powdr''. $incethattime, the 
s ee r il1g committee has elq:)anded with additional 
member s . These members are: Mrs. Victoria 
Gray - Hattiesburg. Reverend James McRee -
Canton. Also , one member from each o.rthe 8 pri­
orit counties. The 8 priority counties are: Hinds, 
Holme , Carroll, B~livar, Sunflower, Yazoo, Is sa­
quena and Madison. 

Each of the priority counties will get $625.00 
for the ' r campaigns. 

NHAT CAN I DO FOR THE FDP? 
YOU '~ WRITE TO P.O. BOX 447 formember­
ship ards . 
FDP is asking for a donation of at least $1.00. 
Each pe . on should fight for Negro election mana­
ge~ .:; ill .{our county. 
~ac per on sbould fight for Negro poll watchers 
:lnd wo .. kers. 

REGI0 TER TO VOTE 

The Mississippi Freedom Democratl.c Party is 
·fighting the iLlegal Missis sippi laws which are be­
ing used to try to take independent Neg:co candi.­
dates off the November ballot in Hinds, S'unilowe , 
and sorne other counties. These laws are illegal 
because the Voting Rights Act of 1965 not only pr -
vides for fedleral voting registrars but al so has 
provisions to prevent any Southern state like Mis ­
sissippi from passing new laws designed to limi 
the power oftheNegrovo e. This federal law says 
that no states can pass new laws about voting with­
out the approval of the U.S. District Court in Wash­
ington, D. C. In 1966 the Mississippi legis lature 
passed a whole batch of laws to make things tough 
for Black candidates. These new s tate laws are 
especially ha:rd on independent candidates (sho v­

ing that Mississippi is more afraid of Negro inde­
pendent candidates and ofthe tFDPthanthe state 
is afraid of Negroes working i11 t.lte regular Miss is­
sippi Democratic Party). In the law case, Wh "tley 
vs. Johnson, the MFDP went to court in October 
of 1966 and won the right to have Rev. Clifton Whit­
ley listed on the ballot against Sen. Eastland. No 
the state ls trying to saythatanyind.ependent can­
didate who voted in the August Democratic Par ty 
primaries cannot be listed on the November ballot. 
This la.w does not apply to Republicans (who of , 
course are all whi.te); it is a law to work a gai st 
the MFDP and independent Black candidates . Th 
state knows its law is not legal; the purpose of the 
present trouble is to confuse and discourage N gro 
voters and independent candidates. Mr. Lawrenc 

CON''T. ON Paqr 



• 
S I a 

The Lawyers Constitutional efense Committee 
(LCDC) is not closing its Mississippi <?ffice. 
Ther~ vc been a lot of rumors. in the tate re-
ently that LCDC was leaving Mississipp· after 

the eleC't ion in November. Thi s is not true. LCDC 
will have s ome changes in its staff of lawyers 
towards the end of thi s rear and it will continue 
to o ·at its office in · ssi~sippi as well as in 
Louis iana. 

1. The t ial against th 18 Neshoba C untians who 
' 'k llcJ" the three Civil Rights wor ers in 1964 
wa . • . eld ·n Jackson on 0 to er 9, 1967. 

Guyo , Chairman of the FOP said" t 
. ult. b, nfair to James Chan y, Andrew Good­
m<:tn, nd Michael Schwe ·ner 1ho ied for the 
M F L if tl1ose of s who keep FDP going a d for 
~.hos • 1. r us whoh:lveworkedfo ·the FOP to not a-
~nd this trial". 
~- Th , FDP will hold its monthly State Execu­
" te Committe!" me ting on S turday, October 14 
1:1 . .., t the Mt. Beulah Conference Center at one ' 
0' -~ etc in dward Missis~ippi. 

3. ,..,he MFDP has moved its ~tate Office f rom 
.)c,. t: snn, Miss. to 8unflo er, Mi s . The new ad­
·1 ·~- ::: i3 MFDP, .0. Box 447 Sunt1ower. Miss. 
T · .~1; ) e: Sunflower 17. 

1. e tate E ecutive Committee of the MFDP 
d P.~ r;.ot abridge or d ny reedom of speech or in­
qt ir. 011 any matter, to any county organizations 
an / .._ members, and/or supporters of its policy 
c.: r ,w· Jvitie"'. To dosowouldcontradictone of he 
m~.}O.L' r-easons for the existence of he :F'DP. 

Q [ T 

.AND ANSW£RS 

Questions to be answered and mailed to the MFD 
office. P.O. Box 447, Sunflower, Mississ ·ppi. 

1. Do you believe that the United States should bt;'} 
involved ln the war inVietnam? Yes No 
2. Do you believe that women should serve on a 
jury? Yes No 
3. Do you believe CDGM s hould be refunded'? 

Ye.. No 
4. ~o you believe that there is starvation in Mi -
sis s-ippi ? Yes No , 
5. Do you believe the Mississippi Welfar Depart­
ment should give 100% aid to those on welfare , o "' 
s hould the welfare department continue to give 27% 
as it does now? Yes No 
6. Are you a member of any political par y? If so 
which one? Democratic party 

Republican party 
MFDP 

7. Do you attend your local P.T.A. meeting. ? 
Yes No 

8. Do you believe that Mississippi has the worf-'t 
s chools in the country? Yes N J 
9. Do you believe that young ladies with childr .n 
who are unmarried should be permitted to attend 
a public school? Yes No 
10. Do you believe that any organization wi 
mos tly all black member is bad? Yes No 
11. Would you support Robert KennedyorLyndon 
J ohnson for President in 1968? K J 

12. Do you believethattherewillbe riots in Mis-
sissippi? Yes No 
13. Do you support all black independent candi­
dates in the November general election? 

Yes No 
If not, why? 

14. Wili you serve on a campaign committe ·n an~ 

oth~r county if you do not have any black candidateE. 
running in your county? Yes No 
15. Do you know that White Mississ1ppians are en­
couraged to participate with FDP activities ? 

Yes No 



MISS SSlPPI F.Rt£DOM 

The Freedom Democratic Party believing that ra­
cia l equality is only the first step in solving the 
basic problems of poverty, disease and illiteracy 
confronting American society, welcomes the par­
t icipation of all Mississippi citizens in a joint ef­
fort o realize the goals of economic growth and in­
dividual self- fulfillment in a spirit of humane con­
cern for the welfare of every person. 

With a ll humility we ask the guidance of Almighty 
God in these difficult times. May His power and 
spirlt ill us all as we approach these problems 
that beset us alL 

We ple ge to support thecandidatesandprinciples 
adopted by the National Demo ratic Party at its 
conve tion in Atlantic City in August 1964. 

NATIONAL AffAIRS: BE IT RESOLVED 
1. That we suppol't the 1960 National Democratic 
Pa ty platform specifically insofar as thefollow­
ing principles · apply to the State of Missi sipp ·. 

a . Full employment as a fundamental objective 
of national policy and the necessity for federa l 
aid to the depressed areas of Mississippi and 
t.!te rest of the nation. 

b. ~Lro g state and national action to eliminate 
art· icial barriers to employment based on race, 
se ligion, or national origin. 

. The right to a job requires the full restoration 
of collective IJarga'ining and the repeal of anti­
alx>r legislati~:m· designed to prevent the effecti've 

or ization of unions. 

,. 

DEMOC O.TIC PfiRTY 
d. The right of every farmer, tenant, sharecr J­

per and migrant worker to a decent livingthroug 
the raising of farm incomes and wages, nationa~ 
and state legislation affecting wages and living 
conditions food stamp programs to feed needy 
children, the aged and the unemployed, and the 

. expansion of school lunch and milk progr ams. 

e. Medical care benefits to be provided a p t 

of the Social Security ~urance sys te m . 

2. That we wholeheartedly endorse the pro am 
e mbodied in the Civil Rights Law of 1964 and that 
we demand both state and national officials to im­
plement the principles of thi s law. 

3. That we insist that all officials of the stale and 
national governments take steps to insure the im­
partial r egistration of all qualified voter s i t•1-
8tate of Missis ·ppL We urge vigorous nforce­
ment of the civil rights laws to guarant ~ the nght 
to vote to all citizens in all arf'as of th com ·y 
We urge the abolition of the literacy test as a vot­
ing r equirement. We further urge use of the 14 

Amendment clause which allows for a reduct" on 1 

Congressional representat ion when qualified vo­
ters al'e not registered. 

4. That we vigorously support ~he8upr me C urt 

school desegregation decis{on o{ 1~:54 anddemc:· ~ 
that immediate measures s hould be und .r ta.ketl > • 

~ 

the state and national governments to guar nt Jt 

that the decision b. enforced in the tate ~f Mis~ · s· 
sippi. 

~----------------------------------------------------------------



5. That we support the ~upreme Court reappor­
tionment decision of1964 ~d call for a just system 
of repres entation in every legislative body in the 
United States consistent with the principle . that 
eac:h individual has an equal vote. 

6. That we believe that an extensive job retrain­
ing program should be vigorously pursued by both 
the state and national governments in order that 
middle-aged people who are victims of an era of 
economic transition may continue to be self-suffi­
cient members of the community. 

7. That we applaud the start which has been made 
toward the amelioration of poverty under Presi­
dents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson in 
such measures as area redevelopment. a broad­
ened minimum wage, manpower training, food 
stamp legislation, and the omnibus anti-poverty 
measure. We call for the intensification of these 
programs during the nextfouryears under contin­
ued liberal Democratic leadership and for the inte­
gration of these efforts with a creative public 
works p~ogram. 

8. That we strongly endorse the efforts of Presi­
dents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson to 
achieve international development and cooperation 
through such measures as support of the United 
Nations, a vigorous foreignaidprogram, attempts 
to bring about the control of nuclear weapons, and 
the creation of the Peace Corps . 

9. That we applaud the advance of freedom 
throughout the world and advocate American co­
operation with the United Nations in a peaceful ef­
fort to eradicate tyranny in those areas of the 
world--such as South Africa, Angola, Southern 
Rhodesia, Hungary and East Germany-- where it 
still prevails. 

10. That we oppose attempts by any nation or ide­
ologies--communistic or otherwise-on any 'other 
nation. 

11 . That we vigorously condemn extremist and 
hate groups such as the Klu Klux Klan, the White 
Citizen's Council, the Association for the Preser­
vation of the White Race, the John Birch ~ociety, 
and the Black Muslims. 

BE IT RESOLV.ED: 

L That we urge careful consideration of the ::; 
of federal funds in Mississippi to insure that su h 
grants will not beusedfortheperpetuationof seg 
regation. 
Specifically: 

a. That we oppose the use offederal funds for 
the construction or maintenance of segregated 
community facilities in Mississippi. 
b. 'That we advocate the establishment of a state 
Fair Employment Practices Committee to as­
sist in reviewing cases of employment discrim­
ination. 

2. That we advocate careful supervision of the use 
·of federal funds in order that the withholding of 
·federal funds will no longer be used as a means to 
threaten and harass Mississippi citizens who ry 
to exercise their constitutional rights. 
31 That we look for the appointment of federal re­
ferees to supervise all Mississ ippi electoral pro­
cedures--from the first attempt to register to vote 
to the final counting of ballots-- mtil all citizens 
of the state can restassuredofameaningful voic 
in a democratic society. 
4. That we advocate a substantial reduction in the 
state sales tax and a proportionate increase in th 
income tax. 
5. That we condemn the use of state tax monies 
to support the ~overeignty Commission and other 
organizations whose aim is to perpetuate the seg­
regated society. 

CON'T. PAGE 1 

Guyot, state chairman of MFDP, and A..ttny. AI 
Bronstein of the LCDC in Jackson are certain tha 
all our candidates will be on the November 7 bal­
lot. The candidates are still campaigning. This 
trick by Mississippi did not. work in 1966; it will 
not work in 1967. Black independent candidate , 
supported by the MFDP, will be on the ballot on 
November 7. 1967 --AND WILL WIN! 

Support all committees working towards the e­
lection of Black candidates. 
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