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On February 24, 1967, Cleveland Sellers, former Progra:m Secretary of 'the 

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, filed suit against Robert McNamara, the 

Bovernors of Georgia and South Carolina, and the entire Selective Service System on 

behalf of himself and all others similarly situated, which includes all black men, 

men from minority groups, and poverty stricken men in teneral. The civil action, 

filed, declares the Universal t1ilitary Training and Service Act unconstitutional 

as applied to Plaintiff Sellers and those others similarly situated, and asked for 
I 

a preliminary and permanent injucti~n to prevent the South Carolina and Georgia 

draft boards from inducting him on March 2, 1967 the date Sellers was ordered to 

report for induction. The courts ~ranted him a stay of induction until March 13th, 

but on that date he was granted an indefinte extension of time pending the out-

come and verdict of the lawsuit which went to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals in 

Ne<.~ Orl~s. 

In stating his reasons for filing suit against the defendants, Sellers uha.rged 

the follo~ing in the briefs: 

1. that he was ordered for induction out of turn because··he has been a civil ··-
rights activist and is and has been a member of the Student Nonviolent 8o
ordinating Committee, in clear violation of the Universal Military Training 
and Service Act which prohibits classifying registrants according to race 
creed, color or membership in any labor, political or religions organi• 
zation. His activities in the movement are will known to the local draft 
boards of South Carolina and Georgia since the South Carolina board gave 
permissiod to the FBI to review his draft records. 

2. that he and all others similarly situated declare that all local draft 
boards and all appeal boards in those two states were invalid~ appointed 
and illeeally constituted due to the systematic exclusion of black citi
zens, which is well documented in the briefs filed by the plaintiffs. 

l. that he k~1 filed medical documents with the South Carolina draft board 
proving electrocardiomatic abnormalities which make him physically unfit 
for military service and which were absolutely ignored by his draft board. 

and 4. that the actions of these draft boards deprived him and all others simi
larly situated of rights, privileges and immunities which are supposingly 
secured bj the Constitution and laws of the United States ---specifically 
the right of due process of law and equal protection under the law granted 
in the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 196S• 

Mr. Sellers suit in the u.s. District Court to enjoin his induction was thrown 
out and Mr. Sellers ~as called for induction on May l, 1967. 



The central . <IIlestion for us is not whether we allow ourselves to be' dTafted 

for we m ve resolved that this shall Mt ~ by any means. ,- But rather the cen

tra~ question for us is hew do we. the. exploitation ~r our brother~ 1 
. ter

itories and goods by a wealthy, ~.(} nat~on such as this .. I am comm.J.t.'ted to 

give support to my brothers in Vietnam as they fight to keev America from taking 

her tungsten, tin and rubber. TI shall be prepared to support my brothers in Iran 

when theY> move to overthrow their puppet regime which gives that country's rich 

oil deposits to the u.s. I shall be prepared to back my brothers in the Congo whe 

they tell the u.s. Hell,no this copper belongs to me. I shall stand ready when 

my brothers in South Africa move to overthrow that apartheid regime and say to tht 

u.s. - this gold, these diamonds m d this uranium is ours. I shall stand with m~ 

brothers in Latin Am~.I'i.ca when they throw out the American neoeolonialist forces 

who would take the natural resources of Latin .Ameriea for themselves and leave my 

brothers in utter starvation and poverty • 

I I shall not serve in this Army or any others that seek by force to use the 

resources of my bl~k brothers here at the expense of my brothers in Asia, Afric;t 

and Latin Pmerica. 

America is but 6% of the world popUlation. Yet she controls 60% of the 

worlds wealth. America does, through the infamous CIA~ overthrows governments, P 

was the case of the coup against Dr. Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana. The CIA kills head; 

of state as was the case with Mr. Patrice Lamumbah of the Congo. She replaces 

these governments time and time again with the most extreme right wing elements 

these co"untries. Note the suceewsion of mill tary governments in Vietnam,.. in Ghc

in Iran and in Latin Al}rerica. My brothers around the world are learning tl:a t th( 

U.S. with her other western counterparts understand _one thing and orie thing onJ.J;' 

force - the force to move these exploiters out of Asia, Africa, and Latin ~~eri r 

I shall never be a part of the .armies which the rubbe::r industry in America 

sends to Liberia, Indonesia and Vietnam to hold and defend my brothers goods for 

America. I shall never be a part of an army sent by the Rockefellers to hold anc 

protect the oil which they steal from Iran and parts of Afnrca. I shall neuer br 

a part of Charles Englehard's army to hold am protect the diamonds llrhich he ge~-· 

because of the South African apaVtheid government which Ameri.ca supports with 

mill tary and e~ncmic aid. 

I believe, as my brothers around the world, that the resource"" of Africa F . .-f! 

for the Africans first, the resources of Asia are for the Asians first, and the 

ros o urce."' of r..atJn Amerie::~ .<1re for Latin Amerit!ans first .. 



I also take this stand knowing that black people have been systematically 

~~~ from ~ Se~ective Service System which attempted to induct me. 
This is 

inspite of the fact that the national percentage of blacks in the total population 

is 11%, and their percentage in army units in Vietnam is 23%• Their percentage in 

Army ~ombat unit"& is, according to the Defense Department, "appreciably.\· higll.er:.:• 

than that 11 • A Washington Post Ccn•:respondent in late 1965 reported that "Negroes 

seem to make up 60 to 70 per cent of the strength in the smaller cdmbat units. 

Twenty-six and nine-tenths of all Negroes were assign~d to ,cmmbat arms units, plat

tons and squads~ It is the rifle toting soldier who does most of the fightin r, in 

Vietnam and suffers most of the fi ghting in Vietnam and suffers most of the cs.sual.., 

ties. During the first 11 rn0ntas of 1966, black soldiers comprised 30% of all 

army troops killed in action. 

It is this aame segregated Selective Service System which attempted to induct 

me despite a cardiological defect which renders me physically unfit for U~ S~ ~;;:LLi

tary service. My all-white draft board allowed FBI agents to examine F. .. y :J0~; ,-:;·; t i ve 

Service records in violation of Selective Service regulations. The~::: ·'··.~··t.•).:: s, 

coupled lfith rights quaranteed by the First Amendment of the United 2·c · ; ."-:j ~>ns tii;.l. 

tion forms t.he basi.s and QSS~~e of my appeal pending in the United St;-:. t ~r: t:C1urt o.f 

~nls., 

C~eve~~d Sellers, former Program Director of the Student Non violent 
CoordJnatrng Committee surrendered to the United States .Marsha:l1 :';'; .? ;;JOp .. m. 
~~1l, .1967. Sellers w~s indic :cd by t ne FEderal Grand Ju~y jn ~-~~~ ·J..ca -~or 
i d a t~on of the SBl.ec t:t vo s cr·vlc e Act. On !·1ny ls t, he ff;er w:;~d. ·,~u '' u!:';u t to 
~ u~~1.on, claiming that NegroeE TrJ""l:-~ exch~ced from the Dr af -::. Doa~1c1:: j_n South 
an~ob1.na and Ge?rgia, that he "t-;c<.s _;nd1:c ted ont of turn because l;<c1 ~c >1 !3. Negr o, 
due t ecau~e he lS a mi~itant ~ iY:·. l r.i..t=Sht.s worker. Sl3ller:3 also c}<::•J::.::.d t hat 
surr 0 d a ~d heart he lS phys J. '::"<lJy nliit to serve. Jm>'le-::li.::J.tc:Jy ~:.::·::.~r his 
No d ~ ehr e was released C) r.. $.i; OCO bond py the United States Cor.u:J::. :.:; sionar. 

a e as been set for his t r i al. 

Sellers brought suit . . . 
but it was thrown t~n the ~. s . ~J .str1ct Court to enjoin his induction, 
5th Circuit. He w~~t' b~:'r:~;~:~~ !~ _n,ow per_;~ing in th~ U.S. Cou :L~-t. ~xt, ;lf;>eals ~ 
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