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Fredrick Douglass, who wcrs . ."bdrp ~ - s1ave and became one of the first 
bla:ck leqders in America, one'"B>;>S~Hi' _\t.the worltd belongs to the youth." 
I agree, and for this re~s;9n fe.e:f ver;,- s:trongly th&t it is the job of 
youth --- our job - to wo.~l{ c: to .. save the world. Our generation was 
children during a· terrible ~-war; we grew up when six million people 
were sent to the ovens. W~ na~ no voice in ~hat deed. We must hav& 
a voice now. 

I • 

Somehow we must re-gaifl.'\,our· humanity and create a new humanism in the-
world. As the gre?t·· poet" John Donne said, ''The deel'th of arry man diminishes 
me, because I am i:rrVolved in (il·ankind·. Therefore never send to know for· 

, whom the bell tolls __ it toi+~ for thee." 
. . . , . . . , 

This is one reason why the fcrte of La-tin America is of grea·t importance 
to us~ We know, of· course., . _about. the independence movement here in 
Puerto Rico. ~-e know H >li tti-e ._ though not enough -- about the 
struggles in G~atemal~ and .~razil; we know a few names like that of Luis 
'Turcios Lima of_ Guatemala· and Hugo Blanco of Peru and your great leader, 

· Don Pedr9._Albizu 'C~pos. Our organization is at this very moment pre
paring-- .to tlemonstrate in the ·um ted States against President-elect 
:Arturo Costa .E?. Silva ·of Brazil, who is now visiting there. We knOW1 
that the.re will -be more examples of suppression in Latin AmericaJ, as: 
in the Domini~an R.epublic·. There will be new Vietnams in Latin Americ~ 
VTe are absol.utely opposed to the mill tary-industria-1 cmmplex of the 
United States which_ is behind this suppression, which conti·nues to 
wage war -against non-white people either by direct military action, 
indirect -political intervention, or economic exploitation. Whatever 
form that suppression takes, it is war. 

One o~ the re~s9ns wht I chose to speak in Spanieh here today, despite 
my brief contact with the language, is because I respect you!·language 

which is part of your cultural i~entity. Others from the United States 
who come h~re ought to do the same, and I promise ymu t~at the next time 
I come ·to., Puerto Rico I hope to speak Spanish better. The anuwstion of 
cultural identity is a very important matter to Afro-Americans, because 
it has been consistently denied us. The society tells us in many ways 
that to be successful, to be intelligent, to be beautiful, one cannot 
be blaok. "Fer example, when people in the United States talk about 
integra~ion it is always in terms of black children being able to go to 
white schools, black parents being able to move into a white neighborhood. 
This ammi:hts to saying that nothing black - nothing of our own -- can 
be good. The society teaches our people to try and be as white as 
possible, and so they are ashamed of their features -- they try to strai
ghten their hair. Throughout the c•untry,but especially in the South, 
black people are denied knowledge of their history and culture; they 
are taught that they are worthless. In a similar way, Puerto Ricans who 
come to the United States also experience pressure to accept the values 
of the .daminant society in order to be successful. 
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The cre'atio~ ·of wha\ "fe· eal1.;.. :t•blaok oensciotisness"- - .knowledge of 
t!n'-' .Pt:tde. in, our . ~denti ty as Afro.-Amaricans - is ·the~ore part 
of ~hat . we_ ~~~~ by black ·power. · · .. · ..... " . 

B~ck p~r.me~~ for us liberation from =oppression by tq~ facist 
white pow~r structure o~ the United States. -It means tbat we will 
contrf)l:. ~:mr -· ovm Afl,"0-American communities • . -That we will difect our 
affairs·. That we will have · p~wer ,in the p"li tical and ec~)'~omic 
arenas. In the same way, independence for y~u mean~ to .~r~ct and 

. : .r ... eontrp~ y,p_ur own lives and the wealth of your country, now 'ctmtr,lled' 
by, a for.ej.._gh pF.~r ·- the United States - and its Uncl.e TJPms l!lere. 
qur people a~e · ·a c·o-;t•riy within the United States; you · ~.re a· colony 
outside the United States. .. · · ~ .. · ·:. 

:. ~ ,) ~~' I •,. 

But_ .o~ vision is not merely of a society in which black . ~-en have power 
to rul~ t~e J.ives of other black men. · The $OC:i,ety we seek t~ build among 
black .. J>_eqjle . is -~:hbt an -.ppressi ve or capitalistic society~ . It is a 
soGietr Ar'·'.YvfrLch \h~ spirit· of cemnnuni ty -and humanistic l~~e will 

· prev~i1~ .. --:. We do.~ p.o~ ·want merely to see black-~~nf;!Y g• int!~obla-ck :r~c
.- .. · k~~~;- ~~ ~wa~t t• ,s.ee. ~'i t go into -the communal pocket. . w~ ~Y!~t t~ 

: see ~he c?n~er.ati:ve ··: concept applied. in ;busi.nes~ aui banking and 
h•us1ng. In sc_h«t~ls, we want the cernmuni·tY::·;.tf" decide hgW. . the schools 
sh.-uld b~, r~ - n<?t a gr,-.up n.f administr_p_p_ors whn do ~ot _. }mderstand 
:th~. P!~l:?lem;:> ef _the ·· cfml~uni ty. · . . · . 

. " . 

· We .:{.~·~i~--:_._,;the~.efore-to change·.:· the pcmer b~se~--- of the yrrorld • . r The pow·er
:~e~~- iitll9U.~q :n:~ .·~egin·· t~ have power. · TJ:xk~. is •ne_ reason: why we r~ 
f)lse _·t~ .. ti.gnt·'~ n-'·the·: Anlerfc.art ··Army aga:i;B,.?

1
t ,the Vi C!'~J:tamese peop.£ • 

The American ''Artrry · takes · ad~anta~ ;•f. the J-4-:.fr~Ameri. c~n mas_ses. It 
uses them t. fight our" ovin b:r'others.=- -I~? tells us thCF.ti we ·are going to 

.. ;s...f:J;.ght for , a .s~ca],_letPdernocracy' but we-:·Iffiow the hypocri'gy of that 
· c:+pim! .. We know, "'ih·;,~mr .. nesh and. in ~Fblo,.d,_ wh~t "Amm_can dem._ 

cr~cy!~ means • . F,t this' reason we · a-re :~1ut~ly ~ppo.s'ed- I rep~at 
ab~olutely -- to the ; Crra:rfting of :tO'mll~cpecp1e of aey _.'n$ti.>I1ali ty 
wpo are apprcss~d like us. Tf we ar~ t~ fight, we ~11 fight~--
but i!l our ,.,wn· c~:niritcyj" ·to ~i.bc:r;4:te o~lr-pe<PpJe. We have·· only --.ne-
answer _eo the . draft·: Hell? r~l ·. · · ,· ·,.. . ~· . 

- . ·_, .. ·· ···;_ r··(. ... · ' · r. , .. . • ·,. ,. 

We, yrpp s~arid yn th th:e~· ?J0r · .,f,: the. e~~th, must u,n:!te· • . Brothers •f 
Pue_rto Rice, let us unite to achiev~ _our ·.g~ls. The f•rces of 
eppr,essin·n,. although very. :p.,werfuJ-, are_ only a mi.~~ri ty_ 'C?mr"a:red to 

... the. pow~r whicri· all the 'ppresAed., 'V tne .w•rld can wieTd~ l!e sheuli 
remember these words: . the po~r shall. never.. be cru.!;hed because- they 

... ~re t ·•o cl•se to .the eart~ · ···: .. , .. · . . . . · · 
• , ', ... . I 

I would like to concl1tde with the$e.-_words . of the Hebrew teacher and 
1 • ' 1 r. 

scho~ar; ·H:i 1lel: - · ~· •.:;· · 
. ~ . . . ... . . . ) 

•'"'\ •. --~ .,. . • • • • ._. (':. • l. . · ··' rr r ·· am not :ror myself, ~TJ:lo will .l1-e.' rt~ . ~ , ~~ly '·f•r myself, 
Who am 'I?- - 'If not n"'w, J~~en? . And if n'~~l9,U1 Wbe"? 

. ···-· .; . ; f-'- .. 


