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B L A C K P 0 W E a 
AJ.'JD THE 

r H I ~ D W 0 ~ L D 

we greet you as comrades bec ause it b~cornes increasingly clear to us 
each day that we share with you a common struggle~ we have a common 
enemy" Our enemy is white lt~es ·tern imperialist society., (Note that we 
use the term white Western society as opposed to white "'estern civili­
zation" rhe West has never been civilized., It has no right to speak 
of itself as a civilization.,) our struggle is t o overthrow this sys­
tem whi~h feeds itself and expands i·tself through the economic and 
cultural exploitation of nonwhite , non-Western peoples - the THI~D 
WORLDo 

We share with you also a common vision of the establishment of human­
istic societi e s in the place of those now existinge v-e seek with you 
to change the powe r bases of the world, v.;horc mankind will share the 
resources of their nations, instead of having to give them up to for­
eign plunderers , where civilizations c an retain their cultural sov­
ereignty instead of being forced to submit to foreign rulers who imposE 
their own corrupt culture s on those civilizations the y would dominate., 

Anglo soci e ·ty has been nearly successful in keeping all of us - the 
oppres s ed of the Third Wor ld - separated and fragmented . They do this 
for their survival, because if we felt our unity we would know our 
strength" Especially here on this continent, where the Anglo is in 
the minority, he has for hundreds of years succeeded in keeping all of 
us who are oppressed from realizing our common plighte But the call 
of Che Guevara for a continental struggle aguinst a common enemy would 
seem to ameliorate ·this fragmentation among those who would resist 
Western imperialisma 

We speak with you, comrades, because we wish to make clear that we 
understand that our destinies are intertwineda Our world c an only be 
the Third World~ our only struggle, for the rhird ~vorld7 our only vi­
sion, of the rhird Worlde 

Until recently, most African-Amer icans thought that the best way to 
alleviate their oppre ssion was through at·tempts at integration into 
the societya If we could enjoy public accommodations in the United 
States (motels, hotels, restaurants, ctc o) our condit ion would be 
alleviated, many of us believeda This attitude was characteristic of 
the "civil rights move ment" and clearly points up the bourgeois char­
acter of that "movemento" Only the bourgeois:i,.e are in a position to 
be concerned about public accornmodationsa 

The African-Ame rican masses, on the other hand, do not have any jobs, 
any housing worthy of the name decent, nor the money to enjoy restaur­
ants, hotels, motels, etce The 11 civil rights movement" did not active­
ly involve the masses, because it did not speak to the needs of the 
masseso 
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Wonethe l e ss, the ~civil rights movement" was a beginning , a nd, b e c aus e 
its a ims ma t r e sista nce throughout the u.s.A., d epths o f racism h ere­
tofore unr e cognized were l a id b a r e . It had bee n thought tha t the a ims 
of the "civil rights movemant'1 would be Gasily r ealizabl e , b e c a us e t h e 
Uni t e d States constitution supported them . But tho usand s of Afric a n­
Americans were jaile d , intimid a t ed , beaten, a nd s ome murd e r ed for 
a gita ting f o r those rights guaranteed by the Const itution , but only 
availabl e t o white s. 

Eventua lly , the United Sta t e s Congress p as s ed a Civil rtights Bill a nd 
a Vo ting ~ights Bi ll, a ssuring us o f those ri ghts f o r which we h ad been 
a git ating. By this time , however, mor e a nd mo r e of us were r ealizing 
t h at our proble ms would not be solved by the e n a cting of the s e l aws . 

I'he African-American ma sse s h ad been o utside the "civil rights mo v e ­
ment.11 For four y ears the y watched t o s8 e if any significant change s 
would c ome fr om the nonviol e n t demonstrations . It bec &~e clear t o us 
that nothing would cha nge and in the summer of 1964, only a coup l e of 
weeks after tho Civil rt ights Bill wa s passed , the first o f wha t is n o w 
over one hundr ed r ebellio ns occur red . The following y ear, the same 
year tha t the voting Kights Bill was enacted , o n e o f the l a rge st r e bel­
lions occurred in Watts. 

The s e r e b e llions a re increasing with i ntensity and fr equency each y ear 
until now practica lly e v e ry ma jor city has s een u s rise t o say, ~we 
will s e ize the day o r b e kill ed in the attempt. •• 

Tho 11 civil rights movementn c ould n e v e r at tract a nd h o l d the young 
bloods who clearly unde rs·toocl the savage ry of whit e United States a nd 
who a r e ready to meet this · ;savage ry with a r med r e sistanc e . It is the 
young blood s who c o nt a in especially the hatred Che Guevara s peaks o f 
when h e s ays, "Hatred i .s an e l e me nt of the struggle - relent l e ss hatred 
of the e nemy tha t impels us over a nd beyo n c1 the n a tural limitat i o ns o f 
m~n a nd tran sforms us into a n effective , vio l ent , s e l e cted and cold 
killing machine ." 

rhe bl ack powe r movement h a s been the c a t a lyst f o r the bringing t ogeth­
er of the s e y o ung blood s g the r eal r e v o lution a ry proletari a t ready to 
fi ght by a ny means n e c e ssa ry for t he libe r at ion of our people. In ex­
p osing the e xte nt o f r a cism a n d cxpl o i ·t a tion which permeates a ll in­
stitutions in the Unit ed States , the bl a ck power movement has unique 
appeal to y o ung bl a ck stude nts o n c ampuses a cross the country. rhe s e 
students h a v e b een deluded by the ficti on tha t exists in whit e North 
r~eric a tha t if the black ma n would educate hims e lf and b e have hims e lf 
he would accept abl e e nough t o l eav e the ranks o f t he oppr es s ed a nd 
j oi n white soci e tyo 

This y ear, wh e n provol<cd by s a v age white · o licemen , students on ma ny 
camp uses fought back, whereas before they had acc ept ed t he s e incidents 
without r ebelli on o As stud e nts are a part o f these r e b e llio ns, the y 
b e gin to acquire a r e sistance c o nsci o usnes so The y begin to r ealize 
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that white North America might let a v e ry few of them escape one by 
one into the mainstream of her soci e ty, b ut as so8n a s blacks move in 
c o ncert a round the ir blackness, she will r eply with a fury which re­
veals her true r a cist n a ture" 

We are moving to control our African-American communiti e s as you are 
moving to wres t control of your countries - of the entire Latin c on­
tinent - from the hands of for e ign imperi a list powerso rherofo re the re 
is only one course open to us" 1/Je :must change .~Jorth .<m~erica so tha t 
the economy and politics of tho country will be in the h and s of the 
people" Our particul a r concern is our people - African-Arnericanso But 
it is clear that a community bas ed on the community ownership of a ll 
property would n o t exist wi'chin the present c apitalis·t framework" For 
the tota l tr a nsforma tion t o tal<e place , white s must see the struggle 
that we're engaged in a s being th0ir own struggle" At the present 
time, they do no'c" I.v e n though the white worker is exploited, he sees 
his own best interest lying with ·the power structureo Because o f the 
racist nature of t h is country, wo c a nnot work in white communities, but 
have asked those whites who worl< with us to go into their own c ommuni­
ties to begin propagandizing and organizing" Whe n the white worker~ 
r ealize the ir true condition, then there will exist the possibilities 
for alliances betwe en ourselves and them" 

However , we c annot wait for this t o happe n, o r despai r if it dnes not 
h appeno 

The struggle we are engaged in is i nternational<> ~~e well know what 
happen s in Viet Nam affects our struggl e here and what we do affects 
the struggle of the Viet:namese people " This is even more apparent 
when we look at ourselves not as rifric an-A~cricans of the United States 
but as Af rican-Amer ic ans of the Americas" 

At the p resent mome nt, the povve r structure has sown the s eeds of hate 
and d iscord betwee n Af rican-American s and Spa nish-speaking people in 
the l arge cities where they live" In th\3 state of California, i\-frican­
~~ericans and Spanish-speaking people comp rise almost 50 per c e nt of 
the population, yet the ·two view each other with suspicion and some­
times outright hostility.. v~E:' rc=:cognize this as the old trick of 
11 divida and conque r•~· and we a re working to s ee that it does not succeed 
this time .. 

Last week Pua rt0 ~icans and blacks too k to the streets t ogether in 0ew 
York City to fight against _the police , which d e monstrate s success in 
this a rea" Our d e stiny c annot b2 s epar ated from the d2stiny of the 
Spanish-speaking people in the Unite~ State s and of the Americ a s. Our 
victory will not b2 achieved un l ess they c e l e brate the ir liberation 
side by side with us.. For it is not the ir s ·truggle, but our struggle., 

We have already p l edged ~ursalves to do what we are asked to a id the 
struggle for th~ independence of Pucr·to rt.ico, to free it from domina­
tion by United States business and military interest s~ And we l ook 
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u p on Cuba a s a shining e x a mp l e o f hope in ~ur hemisphe r co We d o n o t 
vi e w our struggle a s b e i ng c o nt a ine d withi n t h e boundari e s o f the 
United Sta t e s a s the y a r e d fined b y p r e s e nt-day maps . Instead , we 
loo k t o the day whe n a truG Unit e d Sta t e s o f Ame ric a vJill e xte nd fr o m 
ri e rra de l Fue g o ~c o Al a s ka , wh e n tho s e f o rme rly oppr es s ed will stand 
toge the r, a libe r a t ed p eopl e o 

Our peopl G a re a c o lony within the Unit ed St at e s ~ yo u are coloni e s o ut­
side t he United st a t e s. It is mo r e than a fi g ur e of s peech t o s a y tha t 
the b lack c ommuniti e s in L~cric a a r e the victims o f wh ite imperi a lism 
a nd c olonial expl o it atio no r his is in pract ic a l e c onomic a nd politi­
c -:t l t e r ms true . 

r he r e a r e o v e r thirt y million of us in t he United St a t e s. Fo r the 
mos t part we live in sha r p ly de fin ed 3 r ecs in t h e rur a l bl ack b e lt 
a r e as a nd sha ntytowns o f the S o u t h, and mo r e a n d mo r e in t h e slums of 
the northe rn a nd we stern industri a l ci t i es. It is e stima t ed t hat in 
a n o the r five ·t o ·t e n years, t wo-third s o f .:>ur thirty millio n will be in 
the g h e tto s - in the h eart o f t h e c i ti e s. J o ining us a r e the hund r ed s 
a nd tho us a nds o f Pue rto .={ i can , i'~'I xican- A.rne ric a n a n d Americ a n Ind i a n 
popula tio ns. r h e 1~eric an city i s , in esse nc e , popul a t ed by peopl e o f 
th .... Thircl World , whil e the white midd l e cl a ss fl 8e the citi e s t o the 
suburbsc 

In the s e citi e s we do n o t c o nt rol our r e s ourc e s. VJe do n~t c ontro l 
the l a n d , the h o us e s or tho sto r e s. The s e are owned b y whit e s who 
live o utside the c ommunity. Th e s e a r c v ry r eal c o l oni e s, a s the ir 
c apita l a nd cheap l abor a r e e x p l o ited by thos e wh o live o u t side the 
citie s. vlihi t e po~~Tc r mak es the l aws and e n force s t hos e l aws with g uns 
a n:J n i ghtsticks in the h a nd s o f "''hite r a cis·t policeme n a nd b l a ck mer­
c e n a ri e s. 

r h e cap it a list syst e m g a v e b irth t o the s e b l ack e n c l a v e s and f o rma lly 
a rticul a t ed the t e rms o f the ir c o l o ni a l a n d dependent st a tus a s wa s 
don e , f o r e x a mp l e , by the aparthe i 4 g o v e rnment of .zani a (South Afric a ) . 
which ·the u.s. k eeps a live by its suppor t . 

The strugg l e f o r bl a ck powe r in this c o untry is t he strugg l e t o fr ee 
the s e c o l o ni e s fr om e xte rna l domina tio n. But we do n o t s eek t~ create 
communiti e s whe r e , in pl a c e o f wh i te rule r s , b l a ck rul e rs c~ntrol the 
lives o f bl a ck ma sse s ~ nd wh2r e bl a ck money g oes into the p ocke ts o f a 
fe w bl acks ~ we wa nt ·t o s ee it g o into tho c ommunal p ocke t. The s ocie t y 
we s eek t o b uil ..:J a mo ng b l a c k peo p l e i s not a n oppr es sive c a it a list 
s oci e ty - f o r c apita lism b y its v e ry n atur e c a nno ·t creat e structures 
fr ee fr om e xplo it a tio n. we a r c f ighting fo r the r edistr ibutio n o f 
wealth a nd f o r the e nd o f priv t e pro p e rty ins i de the United St a t e s. 

rha que stio n th t ma y b e a s ked is h o w docs the struggl e t o fr ee the s e 
inte rna l c o l o ni e s r e l a t e t o you r s truggl e t o destroy i mp e ri a lismo We 
r ealist ic a lly surve y o ur numbers a nd know tha t it is n o t possibl e f o r 
bl a ck peopl e t o t a k e o v e r the e ntir e c o unt ry milit a rily a n d h o l d l a r ge 
a r eas o f l a nd . 
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In a highly ind ustri a lized n a tio n t he str ugg l e is d iffe r e nt ., rhe 
h eart o f p r oductio n and the heart o f c -Jmmerci a l trade is in the citie s., 
we a r e in the ci t i e s., ~ith our r ebellions we h av e b e c ome a d isruptive 
forc e in the fl ow of s ~ rvice s, good s and c apita l., 

Si nc e 1966, the cry o f t he r ebellions h a s b een " Bl ack Powe r., 11 In this 
c r y, the r e wa s a n i daol ogy imp lied which t he ma s se s understood instinc­
tive ly., It i s bec a us e we a r e p owe rl e ss tha t we a r c oppr e ssed a nd it is 
o nly with power that we c a n make the c.cc isi _:) ns g -Jve r n ing our live s 
a n :l o u r communi t i e s., Thos e who h a v e powe r h a v e e v e rything <; tho s e who 
a r c wi thout powe r h a v e n o t h ing ., Without p owe r we h ave t o beg f o r wh a t 
is rightfully ours., Wi th p0we r we will t a k e o u r birthright, bec a use 
it wa s with powe r tha t our b irthrigh t wa s take n fr om us., 

Bl a ck powe r is mo r e than a sl o g a n<; it is a wa y -Jf l ool<ing at o ur prob­
l e ms and t h e beginning o f a s o lutio n t o them., It a tta cks r a cism a nd 
exploita ti o n, the h o r n s of the b ull tha t s eek ·t o g o r e us., 

r ha Uni ted Sta t e s is a r acist country., From its v e ry b e ginn i ng it h a s 
built itse lf u pon the sub j ugatio n o f c o lored p eopl e ., rhe ~uropeans 

wh o s e ttl ed the United Sta t es systemati cally sto l e the l a nd and des­
troy ed the na tive popula ti on, t h e I nd i a ns, f orcing them e v e ntua lly 
onto r e s e rva tions whe r e thGy live t 0daJ , a me r e 0.,3% of tho t o t a l 
p opul a ti o n., At ·t h e s ame time t he Uni t ed S tate s was waging gen·:>cide 
a g a ins t the Ind i a ns, i t was r aping t he Afric a n c o n t i nent of its n a tive s 
a n~ bringing the m t o t he Ame ricas t o wo rk a s sl a v e s., 

To e nsl a v e a nothe r huma n 0 e ing , one need s a justificati o n a nd the 
United Sta t e s h a s a lways f o u nd this just ificatio n in procl a iming t he 
supe riority o f \vhi te s an;J the infe riority of n o nwhite s., v·~e a r e c a ll ed 
11 nigge rs•• <; Spanish-speaking peopl e a r e c a ll c::l •• spicks J~ ~ the Chine s e 
''chinks''~ th ..::. Vie t namese '1 gook s .," By ::Jchuma nizing u s a n.:J a ll othe rs 
0 f c o l or, it the r e f o r e bec oma s just , in the mind o f the white ma n tha t 
we should be e n s l a v ed , e x p l o ite'J a nd oppr e ssed ., 

Howev e r, it b~comc s e v e n easi e r t o k eep a ma n a sl a v e whe n he himse lf 
can b e c o nvinced tha t h e is infe ri o r., Ho w much e a sie r it is t o k eep 
a ma n in c h a ins b y ma king him beli e v e his ~wn infGri orityl As l ong 
as h e ~ocs, h e will k eep himself in ch~ins., As l ong a s a sl a v e a llows 
hims e lf t o be Clcfinccl a s a sl a ve b y t he ma ste r, h e will be a sl c-.ve , 
e ve n if t ho ma st2 r d i e s. 

rhis t e c hnique h a s been succe ssfully p r acticed n o t o nly a gainst us, 
but whe r e v e r peopl e h a.vc been e nsl a v ed , op1:>ressed a nd c xp l :>ite ::::l o yve 
can s ee it h appening to~J ay in tha schools o f l arge 0 . s ., cit i e s whe r e 
Pu e r to a ica n a nd Mexica n childre n a r e n~t all ~wcd t o s pe2k Sp a nish a nd 
are t a u gh t no thing of their c otm·try a nd t heir h i sto ry. It is appar ent 
in many Afric a n c ountri e s, wher e o n e is n o t c onsidcr c educ a t e d unles s 
he has stud i ed in Fra nce an~ s peaks Fre nch., 

Bl a ck powe r a tta cks this brainwashing by saying, v~E WILL DEFI NE OU~­
SELV~So We will no l o nge r a cc8pt the whit e man's definitio n o f 
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ourselves a s ugly, igno r a nt an3 uncultured . ~e will r e c o gniz e our own 
b eauty and o ur own culture and will n o l o n ge r be ash a med o f o urse lve s, 
for a peopl e ashamcj o f itse lf c a nnot be fr ee . 

Beca us e our c o l o r has been us ed as a weapon t o oppr -ss us, we must us e 
o ur c o l or as a weapon o f liboratio n. rhis is ·the same as :>thor people 
using the ir nationality as a weapon f o r the ir libe r a ti o n. 

rhis corning t ogethe r a r o und o ur race wa s a n inevita~le part o f o ur 
struggl e o Wo r e c ognize , h o wever, tha t this is n o t the t o t a lity, o nly 
the n e c e ssary beginning. 

Blacl< powe r r e cognize s that while we are rna.:Jc t o f ee l infe ri o r, this is 
only s o that we may be more eas ily e x p loitedo 2 v e n if we 8 cstroy 
racism, we wo uld n o t necessarily -::Jestre>y exploitatio n. rhus, we must 
c o nstantly keep o ur eyes o n both o f the bull's horns. 

Col o r a n -i culture we r e an::-1 are l<e y in o ur oppr e ssio n. The r e f o re o ur 
analysis o f histo ry an.:J o ur a c o n omic analysis are roote~ in the s e c o n­
cepts. Our histe>ric a l a nalysis, f a r exampl e , views the Unite~ State s 
as being c o nc e ived in r c cism. Altho ugh the first s e ttlGrs thems e lves 
we re e scaping fr o m oppressio n, an~ a lthough the ir armed uprising ag­
e.inst the ir mothor country was a r o un::J the aggravations o f c o l oni a lism 
"·taxation withou·t r epres e nt a tio n," etc . - the whi tc :european s e ttl e rs 
c o uld n o ·t exten-:::: the ir l o fty theori e s o f :Jemocr ac y t o the In:lian, 
whom they systematica lly extcrnimated as the y expanJcj into the in­
t e ri o r of the c e> untry. In~ec~ , in tha t same t o wn whe r e the s e ttl e rs 
s e t up the ir mode l of governme nt base.:J o n the t heory of repre s e nt at ive 
demo cracy - in tha t s ame t own the fi rst s l a v e s we r e brought from Africa. 

In our e conomic analysis o ur interpre t at ion o f Marx c ome s not o nly 
from his writings , but fr om h o w we see c a pit a li sm 's r e l at i o n s hip s to 
peopl e of c o lora 

rhe l abor mo vement in the United St at ~ s , whil e in tho beginning c o n­
t a ining s o me great l eacers in the struggle against the abs o lute c o ntro l 
o f the e c o nomy by the industrial l or2 s, e ssentially f J ught o nly for 
mo re rnone yo rho s o few who h a.J the vi si-Jn o f e xt ··nding the fight f o r 
wo rke rs• c o ntro l o f pro~uction, n 2v e r ~ ucccode~ in transmitting the ir 
e ntire visi e>n t o the rank a nd fil 2 o This l ab:) r f oun::l itse lf asking 
the inclustrial l or:.:i s n o t t o give u p their c 0 ntro l but merely ·to pass 
out a f e w rn:)r e o f the fruits o f this c ontro lo Unlike us, the y do n o t 
r a is e que stio ns o f r ed istributing the wealth inside the UoSo 

rhe r eby j i d the Unite~ States anticipat e the p r phecy of 1 a rx an~ avoid 
the ine vitabl e cl a ss struggl o within the coun·try, ~y expand ing into 
the rhird Worl d a n d e xploiting tho r es:)urce s a n d sl a v e l abor o f people 
o f c o l o ro 

UoSo cap italists neve r cut down o n t h e ir r]omestic p r o fits t o share 
with tho wo rke rso Inste ad they expanjed inte rnatio nally an8 threw the 
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b o n e s o f the ir p r o fits t o t h e ~~er ic an working clas so 

I'he Ame ric a n wo rki ng cl a ss e nj o ys th~ fruits of t he l a b o rs o f . the 
I'hir-j ~N0rld wo rke rs o rhe p r o l e t a ri a t h a s b e c o me the ·I'hir:l ~·.Jorl cJ ~ the 
bourge0isie is white We ste rn s oci c tyo 

The true p o t e nti a l revo lutio n a ri e s in this c o untry are the bl a ck 
y o u t hs o f the ghettos~ tho s e who · h a v e J e v e l o p e3 insu r genc e in the 
citi e s a r e Afric a n-Ame ric a n a n 3 La tin c ommun itie s whe r ;;:; pas t r ebel­
l ions h a v e t a ught import a nt l e ss o n s in J e a ling with the g ov e rnme nt 1 s 
arm8~ r e a ctio n to our uprisingso 

r heso r e b e llio ns sho ul 8 no t b e t a k e n lightlyo In the past three 
y ears, the r e h a v e bee n o v e r o n e hund r e8 up risings in the inte rna l 
c o l o ni e s o f the United Sta t e so I'he s o a r e n0 :Joubt r e p o rted to yo u as 
~minor d isturb a nce s initiate~ b y a . f ew malcontentso~ The s e are ma j or 
r e b e llio ns with numbe rs o f particip a nts who a r e d e v e lop ing a consci o us­
ne s s of re sist ance ~ 

It is with increasing c 0nc2 rn tha t w~ s oo the Unit e d St a te s will b y 
a ny means n e c es s a ry a tte mpt t o pr . v e n ·t tho liber a ti o n struggle s swe ep­
ing a cro ss ·t he .I'hi r .::! ~vor l d o Bu·t in p ..... rti c ul a r we k n o w tha t the Uni te~l 

Sta t e s f ears mo s t t h D l i ber a ti o n strug g le o n this c 0ntine nto I n o r d er 
to securo itse lf g eog r a phic a lly, tho United Sta t e s mus t h a v e Latin 
Ame rica , both econo mica lly, p o li ·tic a lly anJ culturally~ It will not 
:Jo f o r the Anglos t o be isol at e~ o n a c o ntinent o f h o stil c so 

Bl a ck p o we r n o t o nly a ··"! :J r e sse s itse lf t o c x p l 0 it a tion, but to the prob­
l e ms o f cultura l i nt e g rity a 

Wh e r e v e r i mpe ri a lism h a s gone , sho h a s impos E:-:::! h e r culture by f o rc e o n 
othe r peopl es , f o rcing them t o a 1 opt her l ang u a g e a n 0 way o f lifo o 
Wh e n Afric a n sl a v e s we r e b r o ught t o this c o untry, the Anglo saw that 
if h e t o o k a wa y the l a nguagG o f the ,;.fr ica n, h e bro k e o n e o f the b o nd s 
which k ept thorn uni ·t e-:J. a n::J strugglin<] 0 Afr i c a ns we r e f o rbi:ldcn to 
speak t o e a ch oth~r in the ir o wn l angu a g e o If the y wc r e f o un2 Joing 
s o , the y we r e s a v agely beate n into sil e nce o 

We ste rn impe ri a lism h a s a lwa ys un8 erstJO~ the import a nc e o f l a n g u a g e 
t o a peopl e 1 s cultura l c o nsci o usne ss a n ::J int egri·tyo \..vho n it mo v ed in­
t o t h e rhir .:J WorL::l , it h a s mov o :::: t ·:> i mp ose its own l a n g u a g e ., In 
Pue rto Rico , whe r e Ya nkee cult u r a l imposit i o n is a t its h e i ght, English 
is 't a u ght in a ll hi gh sch0 o ls f o r thr e e y E:.ars, while Spanish is t a u gh t 
f o r two y earso 

Angl o s ocie ty l earne~ o the r v a luabl e l e s s o n s fr om the e nsl a v eme nt o f 
Afr ica ns in thi s c o unt r y. Wh e n y o u s e p a r a t e a ma n 1 s f a mily, a s wa s 
jan e t o the s l a v e s, yo u aga in weak e n his r e sistance ., But c a rry the 
s eparatio n furthe r o I' a l(e a f ew o f the weal< e r sl a v e s an.:J the n tre at 
the m a s h o u se pets - the li ghte r s k i hned sl a v e ( o f f spr ing o f the 
ma ste r 1 s r ape o f the L'.!.f ric a n woman) - wa s p r e f e rre :::1o Give him the 
crumbs off the mas t e r 1 s t abl e an-::1 c a st-o ff clo thi ng a n .:l s oon he will 
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fear to l o s e these sma ll c omf o rts. rhc n us e his f ears by getting him 
to r eport o n the activitie s o f th 3 ba~ sl a v e s, r epo rt the impen~ ing 
r e v o lts a n -:1 uprisings.. Distrust a n:'l ~ issent is creat e:! amcmg the 
Afric a ns, a nd thus they will fight a mo n g the ms e lve s inste a~ o f uniting 
t o figh t their oppr e ssors .. 

ro~ay•s j c sce n jants o f Afric a n sl a v e s b r o ught t o i~erica h a v e been 
separate~ fr om their cultura l a n J natio n a l r oots .. 

Black child r e n a re n o t taught of the g l ory o f Afric a n civilization in 
the histo ry o f -.:.1::-;.1 .;: ii."l ~7 the y a r e instead taught ab-:Jut ~~fric a:: the de..rk 
c o ntinent inhabi t e ::l by man- eating s a v age s.. rhe y a r e n cYt taught o f the 
thousan:1 s o f b l a ck mar-tyrs wh::> d i e_] r esisting the whit E:! sl a v e rnasterso 
They are n o t taught o f the numero us u p risings an1 r e v o lts wh8re hun­
:J re:J s o f b r a v e r. fric a ns r e fus .;:;:l t o submit t o sl av e ry.. Instead , the 
histo ry books r ead o f "happy sl a v e s singing in their fi e L ::J s ...... c o nt e nt 
with the ir new liVCS 0

11 The 11 few 11 sl a ves who -:l i d r e sist a re c a ll ed 
"tro ublemak e rs, 11 11malcontents," '1 crazy .. " 

Black chil :Jr en in North Americ a gr o w u p aspiring o nly t o enter white 
s oci e ty - n o t o nly because white s oci e ty Gats better , is h o used bet t er 
and cl o ·the d b e tte r a n :J. c an make a bett e r living - but because the y 
h a v e been bombar Jo:1 by the white -co ntro ll ed c ommunicati ons med i a and 
educate.:l by black t eachers with white min:1 s ( o ur petty Yankees) tha t 
white IS bett e r, white is beautiful. ringl o f eatures, mann e r o f s peech 
a n ::! a s p ira ti o ns a r e to be a cquired if o ne is t o be succ e ssful, e v e n 
WITHIN the b l a ck c ommunity .. 

rhe white man har~ ly n ce:J s t a police his c o l o nies within this c o untry, 
f o r he h as plunde r e d the culture s a n:l e nsl a v e"' the min::l s -of the peopl e 
o f c o l o r until their r e sista nce is par al y ze·- b y self-ha t .. 

An important fight in the rhir:l World t ' ercfor e is the fight f o r cul­
tural integrity.. Wh e r e v e r West e rn s o ci e ty has gone , as F r antz Fa n o n 
tells us, she has imposed thro u gh f o rce h e r culture .. 

Through f o rc e an:1 bribe ry (the g iving o f a f ew crumbs to a f e w petty 
Yankees)the peopl e of a c o nque r ed c o untry begin t o believe that West ­
ern culture is better tha n their own .. r h e y o ung peopl e begi n t o put 
a si je the richness of the ir nat ive culture to t a k e o n the tinse l o f 
Weste rn culture o They bec ome a sha me ::.:: o f the ir r oots an:1 ine vit ably 
c an only be trappe d in a li fe o f s e lf-hat e a n d pr~vatc p ursuit f o r 
s e lf-ga in .. 

·rhus doe s the v~e st e ntrap who l e p eopl es with littl e r esieta nc e o 

One o f o ur ma j o r batt les is t o r oot o ut c o rrup t Wes t e rn v a lue s, a n j 
o ur r e sista nc 8 c a nnot p r e v a il unl e ss o ur cultural integrity is r e s­
torej a n d maintaine j . 

It is fr om o ur people 's histo ry, the r e f o r e , that we know o ur struggles 
a nd y o ur strugg l e s are the s ame . We h uve -::l ifficulty gett ing the 
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inf o rmat ion we need o n tr~7ha·t is h appening in your c ountries 0 In so 
many ways \-18 a re illitera te of your h e roe s, y our b attles and y our 
victories a 

we a r e working n ow t o increas e the c onscio usness of the African­
American so it will exten~! in-t e rnationally 0 The United State s f ears 
this more than anything else , no t only because such a c o nsciousne ss 
woul:J d estroy wi·thin black communities the minority comp l ex s o c a r e ­
fully cul ·tivatcd by the Z:mgl o s, bu·t because it knows that if the 
bl ack ma n r ealizes tha t the c ounter-insurge ncy efrorts o f this c o untry 
are :J irecte:'l against hi s brother, he will n ot go, h e canno t goo Then 
it will become crysta l clea r to the world that the imperialist wars 
a r e racist warso 

During the past year we instituted a b l ack r esistanc e t o the draft 
movement, not only because we are against black me n fighting their 
brothers in Viet Na..>n , b ut also bec a use we a r e certain that the nex·t 
Vi e ·t Nam will be o n this c o ntinent o Perhaps Bolivia whe re the r e are 
now 11 speci a l forces ad visors, b perhaps Gu a temala, Brazil, Peru or the 
Dominican Kepu blic. 

The African-~merican has trie~ f o r the ?ast f our h~nd red year s t o 
peacefully exist insid e the countryc It h a s b e en t o no availo 

Our histo ry demonstra tes that the r e ward f o r trying to peacefully 
coe xist h a s been physical and psychological murd er of our peopleso 
We h ave been lyncheA, our h ouses have been bombed and our churches 
burne-:1 o vve a re n ow being shot :Jown in the streets like d ·'Jgs by white 
r acist policemen an:J we c a n no l ong e r a cce?t this oppression without 
retributiono We must join those who a r e for arme j struggle around 
the worl J o 

We unders·tan::J tha t a s we cxpan.:J our resista n.-::e and internationalize t he 
consciousne ss of o ur peop l e as our ma rtyrecl bro ·the r 11alcolm :X: taught 
us, retaliation fr om the government will c ome to us a s it ::J i d to himo 

As the resistance strugg l e escal a t es , we a re we ll aware of the rea lity 
of Che Gue vara 's words that the 1

' struggle will not be a mere stree t 
fight a a 0 but will be long an:-:1 harsho 11 In the en:~ our c orn.111on brother­
hoo j sustains us all, a s we struggle for ou r liberation by a ny means 
necessaryo 

But black powe r means that we s ee ourselve s a s p art o f the rhiru World 7 
th~t we see our struggle as close l y related to libe ration struggles 
aroun~J the world o V.Je must h ook up with the se _struggleso we must, for 
example, ask ourse lvesg When ~l ack people in ilfrica begin to storm 
Joha nnesburg , when Lat in Americans r e vo l -t , wha·t will be the role of 
the United States a nd that o f ~frican-Americ ans? 

It s e ems inevitablG tha t this n atio n will move to pr8tect i t s finan­
ci a l interests in Sou·th Africa and Latin i'~me rica, which me ans protect­
ing white rule in the s e c o untri e so Black people in the Uni t eG States 
the n h ave tha r e s ponsibility to oppos Q, at l east, to ne utralize, that 
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e ffo rt by tha Unite~ Sta t c so 

r his is but o n e e xamp l e of ma ny such situati o ns wh i c h h a v e a lready 
a rise n aroun~ the world - with mo r e t o came o 

Th e r e is only one p l a ce for bl a ck Americ a ns in the s e s t ruggl e s, a n d 
t hat is on the side o f the Thir4 World ~ Frantz Fan o n, in The Wretche~ 
o f t he Earth , puts f o rth clearly t he r eas o ns f o r t h i s a n d t he r elat ion­
s h i p of t h e c o ncept o f a n e w f orc e in the wo rldg 

"Le t us d e cide :no t t o imit a t e Europe r l e t u s try t o create the who l e 
ma n, whom Europe h a s b e en inca p abl e o f b ringing t o triump h a nt birth. 

"Two c enturi e s a go, a f anne r Buropaan c o l o n y C'ecic1ed t o c a tch u p with 
Europe . It succeed e ::l so well tha t the United S t a t e s of Americ a be­
c a me a monste r, in which ·the t a ints, the sickne ss a n ::\ the inhuma nity 
of Europe h a v e grown t o appalling d i mensio nsooo 

"I'he rhir -:1 world t oday f a c e s Europe like a c o l ossal ma ss who s e a im 
sho uld be t o try to r e s o lve the p r o bl ems to which Europe h a s n o t b e en 
abl e t o fin .:! the a n s we r s • •• u 

It is a que sti o n o f t h e rhird World s tar tj_ng a n ew histo ry of man, a 
history which will h a v e r egar d t o t h e s omet ime s prod j_g i ous the s e-s which 
Europe h a s p ut forwa r J , but which will a l s o not f o r get Europe •s crime s, 
o f which tha mo st horrib l e wa s c omn1i t t e d i n t h e heart o f ma n, a n d c on­
sisted o f the p a tho l ogic c.. l t earing apart c f 1-1i s functi o ns and t h e 
crumb ling a wa y o f his unit y . 

No , the r e is . no que stio n of a r e turn t o n a ture . It is simp ly a v e ry 
c o ncret e q uestio n of n o t j r a g g ing men t owar j muti l a tion , o f n o t 
imposing u pon the bra in rhythms whe ich v e ry qui c kly obl iter ate it a nc9 
wr e ck i ·t. 

Th e p r e t ext of c a tching up must n o t be used t o push ma n a r o un j , t o 
t ear him away from himse lf o r fr om h is p riva cy, t o b r e a k a nd kill him_ 

1\Jo , we C!o n o t wa nt to c a tch up with a ny::>ne . \!\th a t we want to do is go 
f o r war d a ll the time , ni ght and c a y, i n t he c ompany o f ma n, in the 
c ompany o f a ll me n •• oo 

****** ************ 

This speech was given by St oke l y Carmichael , former chai rman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinat1:ng Corrunittee, at a meet­
ing of the Organization of Latin American Solidarity (OLA S ) 
held in Havana in the sumner of 19 6?. 
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