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% AT IS THE EOVtRﬁY PROGIL Mé ‘ :

he POV”Tty ram 15 a geries of projects that o ore
SUDD ssed o lLelp poor peoplm , like the Jeb ior;g;
Heclutart, cta. ‘ne Ql the P »verty Programs vh“ car

hulp poor peoylss the hmost is {Le -ammunldy ;udﬁo
Program(C.A.P) ° | ,
Whai is ‘$he Commun¢ty nvthu ongrqm?

It is a way for she pJor peonles T plan programs o
h:lp *hem stop being poor. If- group ¢f poor peop.es
nJve an idéa oI a way Lo help tnemselve». hoy can ask

t'ie Unito/ Sta%cs Government for money. They might
want to have day-sare centars where & mother thas -
ncrkd can léave her children without :cving,do Balr e
dollar a qu, and WJere she knows -they wl.ll be we+, ’
Lel and taken cdre 3f.  They might- want Lo haVe frée.
- lawyers tliat ’ight for the DIOripeo Yles to maks sure’
they don'd.gev gypped. They mighy plan to Zave *rainhhh,
senters so that people ;ould get palj whlrb they go D
school and learn how ti welders oY secretaries.and
things like’ that: ~ANYTHING THAT POUR PEUPLES CAN THINK
OF TO HELP' THEM STOP BELNG POOR, THEY.CAN GET HONEY
FOR UNDER THE COMmUNITY ACT10¥ PROGRAM o

How does 1t work 7 !
The community action program is very comolioatef and
takea a 1ot of studying dn 1% to undec~stand. BUT IF
"POOR PEUPLES WANT TO mAKE SURE THE #ONEY IS USED TO
HELP" THEM, THEY WILL- HAVE TO KNOW ABOUT 17T. Manis rich
people and pesple like Governor Paul Jdhnsan w1ll try
to control the money so that the H:or peoples will ds
what they say and scratoh their reads and say " thank
you, Nr. Charlie" on? not flght for freedam., emgmber
that this is your monEr,.that Washlngton voted fop:

you To useg.

:NOW THIS IS HOW A C.4. P program should work

i
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i. Peoole in o larbe Clty or towh or county have tJ
Jorm a committee. This oommittee -galled a Community
Actirn Board(C.A.5) This C.A.B is .uppOsed to represaﬁ
ail the people--clity goverﬁment, welfare agendleg, and
especially poar pesples. The 1.A.B is supp>sed to
arrafge 1f so that ppor peocvles gan pLan programs apd
then get the money from Wamh;ngt)n to help ran them.k
For example, the people. from clty.X,; form a brard and
ask Wachlngton for a PRUGRAN UEVELOPMENT GRANT. Thisg
means money t> hire a director and pebple t» Jelp flni
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‘foué vhy pe@ple in an ares are poor, and what they need
,Q dtob peLig poor., Tﬁey could hire poor peoples $1.25
an héu; e make a survey in tLqu nieghborhoods. If tke
'vae“ showeﬂ uhau a 105 of mObhy¢S worked, that people
aidgniy hanc £00d ioks bécausé they needed trainlrg, and
ghat & ore WGPGL 7 ehough bypainegs Se o hire peov fe, then
the g A B conld agk Wasiiigion for money %o start day-care
benters, fo¢ childran of working mothers, for tralnlng
progr:ms that would be ‘reg Mdd people could get paid $35
& we ek while they were beingz tralined, and they could set
up & Zoan fund, w:th low 1ntere“u to help starv buslnessss
ard OOOpQ“atlveq and get advice and education on running
a busineds. Whonever possible goor peop’es wol1ld be hired
tJ work 1n the progrem. For é¢xample,: in the day care center:
they couid hire the mothers for the cwokin§ ‘dnd the teaching
and set up training programs so they could be gbod teachers

: THIS IS HOW- IT SHOULD WORK-wHOWEVER, IN MISSISSIPPI THERE

ARE PROBLEMS.

The rich white: people dsn't want to see the poor, peoples,

'especia;ly Negroes, runnlng their own programs and running

Aeir own lives, .begause phe rich white people know that
theh the poor pioples will start speaking out for freedom.

Wgshlngton -8ays thsa the poor penple should run their »wn
rograms. In a speech Nov. 5, Sargent Shriver, who is the
wosg of *he poverty program said that the poor peoples
houlg plan the§e prigrams right from the beginning. He
30 sald that thesé programs wouldn't be any good unless
ghe poor peoples ran them, bedéause poor peoples know more
a)out being poor tharn rig peﬂple.

The problem is thag poor peoole will have to speak up.
Sargent Shriver 1s like everybodf else--he 13 afrald he
will lsse hisg job if he fi§ ys tlhe rich white peonles

too much -and the poor peop es don't help him. He also
knows thau poor peOhles have ‘more V)tes than rich peonles.
If poor peoples organize their owx co>mmittes, and say they
want to run their own programs, Shriver will stop. being
gcared apd help them. But if the poor veople sit back
the rieh people will control the moeej.

- IN PLACES WHERE THE POOR PEOPLE HAVE RAISED ‘ENOUGH SAND,
THEY ARE RUNNING THE PROGRAMS WHERE THEY Si4T BACK, THE
RICH PEOPLE ARE IN CONTROL WHO DO YOU TH & ocuanT v

hUN THEM?
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f_ ‘HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS POOR PEOPLES CAN DO AND
ARE DOING AROUND THE STATE. = C

vil They should study on’ the G"mmunlty Actlon Pr>gram
and know all about it : ‘ N

jél They should have” meetings ané elect 1 committea o
- represent them.‘ ) { )

© 3, These c”mmit ces should find out 1f theré is a community
© action program in their area, and who is on 1t. If there
is a G.AP. the{ should demand to be on it, and cmplain

“to Washlngton f they aren'%. If they don't awe a C.A.P
'tn théir area, they should find out how 4> get one ..

- g, They should come ta a statewide meetlng to he announced -
~ ‘soon, ‘so that all the poor people in the state can, tell -
' Washington tygether that they want to run their own prog '

rams and can . learn more about them, ) - )

"HERE IS WHAT WE ARE. DOING N JACKSON \There 13 a cvmmiﬁ
_%ee of 23 rich white péople and 13 hand picked Negroes
hnd NO POOR PEOPLES that are trying to control the program -
3UT the poor peoples arse electlng thelr own committee, by
.Hav1ng neighborhood meetings. 'This commlttee hag written
~letters to’ Wnshlngton and will be able to stop the rich
‘peobles commlttee, 1f enough poor peoples come. tq the

' meetings. ' » S

If you are 1nterested in having a posr peooles eommittee‘,
~and want to knew moré about the C.A.P program and how to
form ' a committeee you can get more information and have

some one- talk to you about 1t in your area, antact

”TED SEAVER | ‘ '
 THE MEDGAR EVERS NEIGHBORHOOD GUILD
. 1525 BOOKER STREET '
' JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
948-5674
354-4289




