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" I saw the doors close and now I have seen them open again. 11 

Rev. W.G. Middleton 
Batesville, M:i.ssis·sippi 

Rev. Middleton ·saw the dobra ciose in 1890 when he was io years old. In that 
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year Mississippi in effect r ·epealed the i3th1 .14th, and 15th Amendments by dis­
enfranchising almost the entire Negro population of th~ .. state. F.or . 74 years, 
Rev. Middleton and almost one million other Negroes lived under the 11M~ssissippi 
Plan1t ... a legal and soc:i..al system that kept them silent, powerless,· ·and terrori­
zed. But in, 19cq these Negro ·citizens b'egan to spe'ak out through an organization of 
their own creation - the ')iississippi Freedom Democr.atic Party, · ·. . . . : . , • .. . . , I 
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'lhe MFDP is .. urrdertakin8: ·· -~ · ·· ~ ·· '· 
~ . -. 

.-:- .: 
1, A state-wide ··voter registration drive; 

' ,, ! I , , . . . ·. ... . ' . . . 
2. Campai~s with MFDP cm1didates running against· all five Congr~ssmen and 

Senator Eas'\;land; . . . · · . 

. . 3o A drive to get mobile registrars; 
1: . ,,. _ •· .. ..... .................... ... ... • : : ...... .. - .... . -. . ... - ... ·-·-

4. Intensive political organizing to develop local leadership; 
•,• I 

5, A r~appo~ionment suit calling .for · ~edist;i6tin~ · · or .the State Legislature .. 
···and new elections; , .. , , . . - ,: ... 1 ' .' • .. ..· • : • 

... 
6e Demanding recognition as :the only fun.c~~on~ ·Dem9c~atic Party 'in · . : · ·. 

~ississi:ppi · from theN ational Democratic" Par'ty; . 
. . .. :"'~: ~r . . ~·· ·. . , ... . : .... . 

7 •• A driv:e tc;> get :: federal registrars in'ti:> ail ' 82 Mississippi counties. 
I , 
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InoJ:ider . lol" ~ ·all ot . . us ' to · O..co'ompli~h thee i:·seuascwiuch ,we·-·are· now tn<.l6rtalqng1 
flt · is very impozr:tan!ti thQ t everyone involve tAemse~:ve ~ a .sub-;commi tteeo . e:~:·:; 
f'!lrough these sub-committees ":16' .can begin tb organize in our communi ties, 
gain local leadership and explore the PfOVision of ~~ various programs · 
offered us on the state and national levels. 
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We would urge everyone to take an il)te~est in the sub-co~i ttees and ·tal:O ·note · o.f 
d:;..."!::~ .. o.fsu'b•c'OJTDnittee meeting in fUture 1~ilings. 
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