
Open letter to -people conce:tning pr ogram ... (Cleve) - · -· 

-Written assessment of this meeting-, including additional names .. 
and after..:thoughts about the meeting - (Killens and Hamilton) 

Follow- up of open letters to. resource -~ople-(Killens .and. Hamilton) 

Note : li'Jork is to also begin on the pri mers guidelines .: a prec i s 
no longer than i ive pages for each· session, to include factual 
materia~_,. ··provocative questions, ·· reading lists, _ i llustr..atrtons, .. etc. 
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The 4th Ward of the city of Olicago~ wher e the SNCC office. is 
located :was originally one community, but urban renewal pas cut 

:-; i t in half so . that socially anq,, eeonomically, it is. now; two .· , .. , . . , 
., communities. The Cor:gressional-.District lines were also. moved~ .-
, · to further the split politically.' ... The northern half of our ward, 

Which contains _ the majority Of the . population iS a hard-cOl;e, _ 
black ghetto • . South of the 47th Street dividing line, is a middle

: ·class, integrated CO!I1ffiunity where_ .the . poor have been removed by_. 
Urban Renewal.· · Ou:t\ .Alderman, . like all of _the other black Ald~en 
in this city, is ~ -a- quissling, .a tool _ of the -Democrat·i .c !ll?P.hi~~~ ~ 
His power lies in the fact that he is also the Democratic Committee
man and thus controls .~. al-l. of the patrop_age . jobs in .the . . war9 • . Jhis 

. man lives in an ul tra:..m:od ern condomi ntini on the latrefront wherci ~our 
tax money built him a n~w pedestrian 1Jridg~ - across the expressway 

... to his new beach am a .new street. He lives completely cu,tt pf;f 
from the rest -of the coinnfu.pity on th~ _ other side of the x:ailt'Qad. 
tracks. 111Te intend to replace this man and his entire ward maChinery .. 

r: · ·sNOC has been located . in the center of this ghetto in the no~thern 
half of the -ward for·.:over two years and is an., aes~ted P~ .• ~:f. _t.he 
community,. - All SNOC organizers are black :vol'ilnteer_s ' (not prud)._who . . . . i . ' . . . . 

live in this community.., ._,... 

. . ( ' ... ... . . ~ .. -

We began our political organizing with what we ca:t;led a c.otinn~i ty 
awareness campaign - talking to the people ·and leafleting aJ;out 
comriiuru-e,y problems, h.ow they relate to the _ political _s~r1,1,qture of 
this ward and the city and .ho1..r to go about organ_izirig to ~ :solve them. 

Shortly before the Primary ' elections in June, we began a campaign 
against; the Bond Issue, explaining _ that the money would not be .. 
used to~help - us but to pay for more Urban Renewal . (black r emoval) 

-· like· that already c~mpleted t6, the North and _South ._of us. We ~old 
them that we are an isolated island in the middle of Urban-Renet.,al 
and that the bttllqozers are already on the wa;Y. 

At that time, we stai':t:ed pri nting the .[llessage 11The Black P~ther 
is Com! ng11 on · our literature. This message immediately .:;tttr~cted 
a number of neighborhood youths, some of whom had "been in smaii 
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nationalist group§'·t'-up '.to -clate on Malcolm· * ·ancL black b.i'storyL and 
others ~o ~~f-. Jll.OVed to join SNCC through our continuous contacts 
with al_~ pr,-~~t:r-~al stre~:t gangs~:~ Along with .some · m~mhers of.\the 
Sl\CC Youtfi\:Ufunc11, they became our ·pr esent organi~irig::team. We 
have heen_tv:o_r~i,pg daily with this team, having discussions on Black 
-~ am :orga'hlzing, giving them hooks to .reac·c and b:j:inging them . : 
into contact with others in the black community who are working on 
the same problems. el :;:·:··<-

1 . :· ... · '7" -:_- ' _:· ,~ ·: '") _:_;:_·:. . ·... . . -.. ;.~ :_: . J ·;.-·i t!:;_ -:--·. . . 
By the time St()kely eame to town· at ~·o-ur··request; ·gna.r spgke .. at the 
Packinghouse~: July 28th, · 1r1e had decided: to call"' -olri:'~<program the · 
Black Power Project, because of the enthusiastic respons in the 
commtmity to the whole concept of Black Power. We had some buttons 

made and Black Power car stickers and ·blanketed the community "tvi th 
posters, leafleting daily and sometimes1'going out with the sound 
equipment. We began to assign some of our people who were ready 
to wor~ :t,o._. §~~~ic precinc~s . " . . . . .-- · :, .. ,,,r ~H.J :;dT 

:- ; .i. ~::-~~ ,. : ; ;:·: ~ - · . . "-' ·'· . , .; ~ ---~- • ~· . . ·.-:~ ; ::· · : , · ;_:I; ~.QI · 

Arothei? T~®.:<'?'f - ou: 1'1"ograrrt:~e~is .:.i,nth the ref~~io~h-ip' cff"t~~-;.:::~.' ,:,· : 
~~le. an{i · the: bus1nesses in our COI11Illttni ty. We have been educatangr 
peo:Rli~'1i50ut-':nusiness and credit practices. We have been diai!ogHlg'-' 
tVi tli'·~~-};~i,riessmen in the community "about "Black POV!e~' arrl.· ·-btf.g_an.r 
Pl.~qJnf:t: :t)_n{ts 'Busipess Sttpperts Black Power'' . posters in' tJ:le roc?1§1.t; 
st~'$.~·,. -~~~ found · that· when you $end young men· out ·to. pHtce the$¢. r 6 
J?Os.~~S in t;hei!' windOW'S and ask for donatipn,s, the merchants W~e:Tf 
afraid arid screamed, "Extortion, 11 but whlri::· teaJ!lS o£ hpth men an~ . . :. 

-~om~· went together, they f\ad ·a mueh l:>_etter respoJ:lSe~' ·:- . . ~ ~ {':·-

A:r,ter we· 'dJ~tributed the. August · "Black Power'' issue of" Note~ . ~ · · 
COmment (o~ tiuarter:ty 1'1eWSlett~l:'), .1:he resPonse i~- t!1h. '~ommunity_~:-i. 
reached a, .n~ peak ?11~. W? new feel th.~ people are 1n mot1on ana_ J ~ -:.. 
r~. ~.9 · move ori. At present, the' rnone ringp c~nst~tly, unsol~;~:~ 
C]._~ed . ct!l\tributions and Black Power Project appllcat1ons co~e i~-~:: :~. 

· the mail daily and people eome to our door both singly and 1n· · ·· -'· ' 
groups from all over the city as!ting for literature, buttons and. -. 
"Hoy" can· I join?" · Ma.ey more groups.: than ever be-fore are request1ng 
S!Je'a.k,~ am our recruiting in th€(:pommupi ty tla.s ,.stepped up ~- - eac~ ... 

new ~ecru!t brings in his friends . ·· We haV'e a lat'ge group wo.rk?-"?9. ~ ~ ~-,
irlSlde the Olicago Post Office and for the first time, many West ·· .... l 
Sid~ , P~le, are coming _to the offiee. Our s· JCC g.,:oup in the Sou~h .. 
Sub\tt:'p~ . area reports the same resppnse. ' 

~:'~fi~~:, of BlaC_k. Power'' _grnbp is goin,;J to be formed this fall 
~o do ed~ation work · in the ' t,;ihite precincts in the southern end 
of th~ w~ and to_.help wit;.h :fum-raising. . . . 

• • . l 

We have many . allies jn other .~mmt¢i .ty .. o~.aJlizatlons. . Just this.: · ... · .. · 
week. for example, siV-eral member organizat'ions ~f the a:::co got. · · 
together and approached Us to join:t.hem in try~~ to do s~meth~ng . . 
aJ;out. the problem of the CCCO and K~ .fu he<?:!3-tJSe,, ~ey felt 1 t wa~ . : . 
tlme f01:' the public to be informed of the ~efl~tits that are go1ng 
on ~ that Black Power was the only solution t,~ our _problemS. 
The __ also want us . to help them ~rk $ ut. ed~ational progr~s on .·· , ;. 
Blrek:' ~"'~ ·:f'(>«' thv.t- ~'-V~ ~ 'fhe e.Ld<2't'm<an-lo e:L~t..i o~c; tnll be 

-~:- ."'( . . . : . - . . 
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hc:i.J next Spring. he LH.J not ex pec.., \:,hf '- VJ <:: ;,,·ill g;:·o·;.,- s'c-L'OfliJ enocgh 
to elect a new Black Power Alderman at that time , no1~ do we h:.:we 

_ crnY candidate in. mind, but we, feel that we .;can m~e a power shmv-, 
~r -pe;tiaps by ,askh;g _people n~t to vote and "tf1e1t f?Y itself will hurt 

··· · :'-'~2 ::, · 'the .machine. We c'l9 not intend to make a mov;e until we have real 
; - ~-:-r .. '~· _- . · · ~tre~gth; . in. all of the precincts of · the w9;Cd. ·_ -We wi 11 take just 

· :as long as . lS necessary to do our . organizing block by block until 
the people become a:LJ'are and take control of their precincts. 

As before, this is a self-funded project. Becaqs~ we have gained 
so many new supporters in the black community over the past two 
months, our fund~raisJng b_ase has shifted and we .are no longer 
dependent upon White 1ibera1 donations. 

MINUI'ES FROM THE MEETII\G CF TilE SECRETARIAT 
- - ~ CICoiO -- - ... - - - .... - - - - - -- - - · - -

Se~inar on Apartheid: 

MOl\ROE SHARP 
CHICAGO SI\'CC 

JJI).ited Nations International Seminar on Apartheid to · be held in 
Br,azi 1. We .-;dl.scus.sed this me~ting in terms of::- our own desires 

.t ~ ·; • . . to initiate · an ef£ectiye .propaganda project against<Sout..h Africa 
. and h0:\1 .· SUCh a project WOuld !'?late,- to. other groups in the WOrld, 
.. especially the African;. g~oups with which we hav.e:- beg·un to establish 

· · _. , · .s.ome,.relationship. ·The discussion was prompted by the receipt of 
; J ";'; :.a letter (see end of .report) from the Pa.'1 Af'ricw..ist Congress, a 

group in exile from South Africa (operating ' out of Cairo) who have 
communicated 1-vith. us several times in the past and have expressed 
a desire to become involved in cooperative actions;; .:., It was decided 
that we should seek available funds to send a representative to 

. , 
01

,, :l:,he. meeting • 
. ,.. i ; ·:--· .. 

' ·: ~ , ' ~eeting < with the Messenger: 
. . 

On the Sun::'ley · f()llowipg :the August meeting of the Central COllh"lli ttee, 
two membe.rs of the seqr~tariat, by prior, · arrangement; visited with 
Elijah Mtih~~ed in Chicago, Illinois. The meeting turned out to be 
a casual chat with Mthammed and Ali, resulting in full stomachs for 
.those who attended. 

There was, h-owever, some disct.1Ssion of the draft program--what the 
Muslims have been doing and what SN:G is planning' to do. Some 
questions regarding a n j oi nt11 campaign in this . regard were raised. 
The possibility of a national tour of the ghettos ·by'.Ali and Car
michael was thrown out in the form of a proposal and the program 
secretary was given the responsibi 1i ty of': follmJ'-up• • · (This would 
he specifically in reference to the anti-draft program that was 

. -~ · :"f. adopted . at the l-ast_ meeting 'ancl was discussed with Simmons and Fox.) 
. · · ::t •• - .. 


