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RE?ORT AND OBSE: ,VATION OF THE PERRY A-scs ELECTI'011 

b 20 1966 I h~ d one of my great e st expcr~en-
~1"1. Sep-t .z,~ q ~ f .:. L• ·· 

c e s of my l~fq. : It wos ~Gry ad=c~tionnl n~d I feel more of 
us so-called ic d.ders should strive for ·t h :l.s type o£ e d n c a tionnl 
e x p e rience. 

As I sat \'ratching the :fr:"rr::ers b ::-.llots being rc:: c.d m<:my l 
t h ings -..ren:i:i throug~-1 ny mind. I :fo1.L.'1.d t~1c.. ·~ a s n c::ar n s I could 
detGrminc, 100~~ of all t~1c ·Hh i to fo..r::1ers vot e d o n ly f o r 1·rl1i tG 
c;nndidat c .s a nd nbout 25% to 5o% of t he Nc::gro farmers voted 
for a t l east one:: Hhi t e cc..ndid o.. te. Thci~e r;;1ust be a n educ o.·tional 
p rogram solueuhere to re a lly inform t :': e Negro of this situa tion, 
I n m not sugges ting that Negroes bo t nugh t to be racists, b ut 
t ll.e y c a n see thc.t negroes are e lect e d • In e very counJGY there 
are comrnuni ties ·uhe r e Negroes out nu..-:1b0 r -vrh i t e s f'..Iid HlJ.i t e s 
outnumber Negroes, so Negroes must und e::.~stand that ·H:;::e::..~e t :1c y 
:'lc..ve a ma jority of the votes, t l-':: is is t l1o time to integr<:t tc 
thes e commi -:: tees. 

I thi1Lk emphasis must b e p ut on t h e f a ct that until there 
is n mnjority o f Negroes elected to thos e community committees 
there won't ever be a Uegro elected to that n.ll-importc..nt 
Cou...'lty commi tto e . Base d on t !1.e lOo% racist vote by t he 1:1l:i te 
vot e s Negroes must b e taught to vote only for oach other in 
order to evc::r pc..rticipnte in the ASCS 9rogrnm from the govern
ing .level. 

These NGgro farmers •·Tore not together in the •·rhi te cc.ndi
dnte they ·Han ted to support and ns a result they elect e d n ll 
,,,hi tes by splitting on the 1rrh i t o anci nlso Negro c a ndidnt e.s • 
l-iore emphasis should be ~J lc.ced on t l1 e fi :::--st three s ;J o :.~t in 
the communities beca us e Negroes feel t bn t t h e fourth c.nd · fi~t~ 
sport on t he corrw1uni ty cornmi tte e o.:;_~e us inp ortant as o ne , t -uo 

· and three~ 

---------Tne!ri~mrr-e---.c__r-"'-v-c'7r-¥--h~~-v-e.t e -G.&l.C: t _ i,;_, - v . t.m 'f! y: :___l_?~ o u t 
of l4J2, n bo u t 82~ but 92 votes were dis ~ualified out of 1220 
to fur t her comp licate t h ings, About 98% of these votes acre 
m1signed ballots by Negroes. 

The percentage of diaouRli~y~ ~ ~ d · · 
~-~ - . ~ • • "' 4 =,t- .... ~J.~g v-rcn t. 01-·rn ~n c.ro'"'- s 1·rne :::-e 

t ~-e re .re:r e extens1. ve l/Or.K done a:r.-:td up 1rr1::.erc t here ;:rc:.o less . 
uo r k and early vot-=ng U · .,_ ~ - · · L " · . _ .... • n1. on.v o vi.-! co::T.::J.nJ. ·.,y r 0 . .... '" · - " -.. ...., 1 "' • 'l'o -'- a l vo .,_ e t • .~- ---~-'---·~ - -' -"' • 
- v . " · s c a s · Jl.2, number di.s: •unlifi .ecl 32 ( .,.., ? .... ,, , . . !- 1;--.c:t. ) 
T 1 . c . - - ~¥ 1...,1 J ......... ...... u /...... • 

... ~la connnWl.J.ty was very i.1ighly l-T..-. n·r~o ·· o "'Ul"-:-e c~ ·- - ,· 
-~- ~b .. . l:' '-·- v · '-' -l"' very -)oorl 

worl~ed. If the proper instructioD :-cc: 00 ,., -- gi vc -'1 -1-
0 

.L. 7 e... t Y o:f tl'lis . t t - ·-- ~ ....; ~ ~ - ... .... t...:.._ vo el.'""S 
coor:;uxll y, l:ere coulc1 ~.-.. :,_v,., ·" :=-_.o.J~ --' 1_· :- '"o e·~ " 1 ~ IT 
• . - - ~ - _ :~ • u c..;. .).. • e gro c s 

elected 111. this commu..>Jity. 

The vice chai rma n wn s a Ne~ro ( 1~ 00 ~ 
( 1 nJ t ) o -~ VO "G e s, cha irma:q. ' '~-:ito 

_ o . . vo es .:tnd t .he second ;:;,_t :)I' n:--.·.': c -r ( . -- - - ~ . LGgro J2 votes) '1"1-, e 
cna J.rr.m.n drEn-r n bo ut 7 5 or 1:10 1~o Fe ---~ · _._ ~ ' - • ... ... 4 

h ·..... _ · o -'- 0 Yo t-e..., o..:1.o t 11.e other t·uo 
W 4 lves drew v ery we ll fro = t~c l~ aroe n l ·· 

~- ~ 2. so . 

This conunu..-.·:ti ty a lso scer.:18 to --..,-i/'
0 

""' l '- ...._ 
•r J 1 f --"· ~ e 'G uhn t .... ho-y . ..... voce on Y ·- o:c ;)e onle t; h<' t 1 -i V"' .: --· _,__,_ . - . • . ... ... "' ,.,e re " o 
•·r:"'-s ,; , ,_ .... ._ • - •· -·· • -~ "' ..... ___ "---e l.c ne~g.i.1borhood T:-_.1· -"' 
• c . -":J..L."bl.S- .. r c:.·t.ea by .... 1-,c I ~. ,~ r· ,_ ~ • -.... ... _ ....... _ ~> 0 l'2 L:..!:i.08:L_._ o -,- vot e s ...: :-t 
eve yone w~ o rnu· . - rece~vea by 2l~ost 
Negroes: I~8, ~3 2 , 11~ oa 6 ~ , ~9 ,_ 
TTJ 't 8 ..Jt 7 -'1 -' _I 55, .38,38 
. ' 1l. e s : 1 J , 14 6 , lll-1 I' 

These figures a lso ca.1.1. u.t~cc:-:t ·c ; or> to t . 
fact T' D t ~· • - - ano e r very 1mn orta nt 

"' • .'.10 .:. ac t..l1a t t .:.'1ero Wel~e neve r more tha n fi 4 

, •• 

C d' • -'- Ve 1rT.t1J. t e 
an ~aat.es e..nd al't·mys fror;1 .five to fifteen Ncg•~oes on _,_, 

b!"\llot · Th ' d •t r "' ... li~J.e 
~ • J.s rna e ~ very easy for t he HeP- t ~1 ..... ~-
1 t , . , o.L 0 0 p l.J i t. c.u~d 

u mos ~mpos s1ble for the whites to s n1it 
I ... • 

In another comL'ltmi ty, Scotts, the disc:ualifyi ng 0 .r.- 1 "'11 t"' 
--r- ~ . - - - .1. 0<-. o o 
· ~~very cruc~c..l. There were 109 +ot~l v L _ ~ d .... -
disqual.:i:f':ied (abo t l2c1_) t' . - ;; u c. __ 0 ve u an • v"\'TOrlty-t :.lree 

U ;o • llJ.S 1r! O.S n l 'Te:"'l:"O "' • • t • 
uhere the voters voted befor e He ,.r,.,... b~ _._m=Jor~. Y com:::m~1·ty 
J- ·~t· -"' . '-' -0 U - C vO rece~vc ·(;~-e -, .. e ... ~ ~on o..: tJ.rtte from Un.shilJgton 'T';_,e . .., .. ....," ~ t l -- e, __ _ 

1 98 • ... .. _ ~-'-'-'"~;:>e:r. J.re e mnn rece. . 
on y votes I D.nd qui tG n c-cu of t•..,esc ,.,e -~c l'.Je . <-~ J.- 1VeG ~ 
TflJ.erens o ut t . , ,.... -- · ··- "' --- . ,.., :.., _,_ - . groes • 
~ tL op vo~e-gettGD s o~ ul a d1 I Ierence of 17 vo -'- e ~ 
,_ .:.J. OS G 2J b"'1lo~S h d .L ' .J ...,, 

- c · '-- - " n nov oeo:1 c1i,..,0'1"1-if'i : t " · 
"':t":vc out-po~~cd the thmrd 1 ~,.... . ·~. o.J .~ - ·---. ~o, .lUS mnn HOL.'.ld 
nnnao t h:-:J t 95c:t. "' Jl c. ,_,e t.h ... 1to c a.:1d 1 ·oo+c Th." . 
_ • • 

15 
- " - ,o 01 t he dis c~ uo.lify-tn,. b 1 ' u • ~"" ~s 2.ssu-

tlfeY.: ·w·ould 1u::.ve voted .coo_: - - IT_ ... o n_lots uere Negro and .J..r,"'t 
· ~ L •ne egro. V~a 



There '\·lore many 1·J'hi te 1vomen. voting in Perry County also; but 
Negro women were not informed t~2t they could vote provided their 
names nppenred on the f:-crm d e.:::..d::.; · c:.:::: did. tho so 1vhi to womens 1 name s . 

Thoro are some tha t might feel that my estimating of the Negro 
perscmcnge of disqualifications 1vas u. bit high, but look back a t the 
rosul ts · of prcdomin2..ntly 1vhi to communi tics (Oak Community, for in
et a nco)• Total votos-105, number disQualified two ( u.bout 2%). 
Compa.re this to t he prcdominu.nt ly Negro comu uni ty of Unionto1vn 1vhoso 
total vote was 312 out of which 32 ·were disqu2..lified ( 2-bout 10%). 
Or tho ~;rhi to community of Oldto1vn: Toal vote ll:5 a·nd 7 disqualified 
constituting nbout 5~ comparod to most ly Negro Scotts whore a total 
vote was 199 and 2J wore disqualified ( a bout 12%). 

There '\·J'ere also strong evidence t hat ithe Negro comr:.1uni ty rcpudia 
ted tho Negroes that u e r e nominated by t he county committee . Evidcnc 
of this c a n be seen in this example: 

County Committ ee Nominees: Negro petitioned nominees: 

Bqyd 2 Scott 15 
Brand 0 St el·l3.rt 15 
Carli so 0 Osburn 20 
:Fo1voks 0 Ca rty 80 
Bailey 4 IGnnrd 99 
I-Iaruor 19 Avery 81 
":Jright 2 

I could oontinuo, but I think t ho picture is clear. Tho Negro that 
tho County Committee appointed uo.s n ot r epresentative of tho Negro 
community. 

;r: conclud e thn t in order for N0groos to bo elected in Perry 
County, and mG.yb o in ma n y others, t he follouing things must b e done: 

1. More N~groos must be qual±riod to vote. Thoro woro 
Negroes who Horo qialifiod but didn't kno>v that they could ci 
declare themselves so beca us e they wore not actually 
farming. 

2. 

J. 

4. 

Te a ch Negro e s to vot e for only Negro Candidates in 
those areas 1vhero they have a clear majority because 
whites will vote for thems e lves. 

As soon as t ho Negro r e ceives his ballot, begin to 
have him fill it out (about two or three d ays a fte r 
rec e ives it, they should all bo fill e d out) o This 
cuts down loss. I fool tha t a team should 0 u from 
door to door to soc that tho b a llots arc fi~led o ut 
and properly signed, d a t e d and returned. Th is is to 
be done onl~ whore thoro is a groat chance o f winning 
( Unionto1.•Tn, 1'-larion. and Scotts~ ? inotuckc y is a lso a 
possibility.) 

Dema nd tha t we not have Negroes nomina t e d who do not 
r epr esent t11.o Negroes und thd.t t horo not bo as ma ny 
Negro n amoo on tho b a llot . 

If this procedure is follovod ue could vin in at le a st three 

out of' si=~ communiti e s, a nd possibly n fourth one. 

I 

Albert Turner 
State field Sec r etary for tho r 
Southern Chriotian Lo '~dorship 
Conference 
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