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On the above dats I went to Crenada, Mississippl, to confer with officials and to
see 1f there wyay any poasibility of trying to make contacts with the Negro leadership who
is resporisible for bringing sbout the chacs which has been golng on in Grenada for almost
three months, R N

: The first perdon I talked with was City Councilmen Henry Ray. Mr. Ray advised
me that conditions in Grenada had not improved since my last visit. While standing in
front of his bank, I oheserved seven pickets; all but one I guessed to be under age. They
- ware carrying placards which read: "What color 1s the white man's God?" "Qur dod is &’
Just God, " "wWhite man jails us for going to church,™ "Black and white togethar,” "Freedom
now," end "Blackout in Granada." MNr. Ray stated that Negroes nmumbsring from 100 to 250
have been marching around the square at variocus hours at night for three weeks. He atated,
howaver, nothing of consequence has happensd in the way of violencs.

~ In checking ylth other officials in Grenada, I have found that a nsw organismation
which 1g & subsidi of SCLC, Martin Luther King's outfit, out of Atlanta, Georgia, has
recent]ly arrivad in Grengda and at least 20 paid workers are busy working throughout the
Negro community encouraging Negroes to send their children to the (renada whits achools,
This new arganization goes by ‘the name of "Cruspds for Citizenship, Inc.""afid their checks
are drawn gh the Firsy Natipwsl Bank in Atlanta, Georgla, and afe signed by Rev. Ralph
Abernet M. L. K%___ It 1s estimatad that close to OO Negroes showed up at

" QGremada white achools Tor emrollment.

' I found the situation in Grenada to be very fluid at present, and it is doubtful
Af any one hy makling contacts with both sidee can bring any relief to the situatlon.

I came back through Grenada on my way to Jackson this morming and learned that
a number of Negro children came on their own to the white achools and sntered without any
trouble; howevar, about 100 Negroes marched from the Bell Flower Baptist Churc the _
direction of the Granada school but were stopped by white parents and dispersed. Officers
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ware not :hla to cope with tha situation and none of this group wers parmitted o entsy
khe school groundas. At the time this group mede their maroh, school was already in
Wcsa of begirning clasfen since it was arcund 130 A, M,

< So many Negroes showed up 1n Grenada at the regular opening of school, which
uk on August 33, that schoocl arzicials suspanded the opening until this mming Santem-
her 12.

Whitse peoplie of Grensds bave orgenized and begun to marcsh slew, The situation
up there i very fense at this Lime. A mwall incldeni of mome kind could ignite & fu13
scale riot whersby many pesopls could get tmurt,

; Priday night around 100 Negroed marched gmun& the mquars s usual, Lollowed ty
lbwt 50 z&}ites sarshing and carrying plscsrds, Ssztusrday night, the whits marchers oute

" musbered the Negro marchers; howaver, last nmight the Negro marchers cutnusbasred the whites
lmt: Itol, 0 I wms told.

I was told thls morning that whes the Negroea asrched Zrim the equare last night
sopsons hit Coblonrsader;Twho is & Negro legder working for Martin Luther King's organiisa.
tion, OI1iC8cs atiled, bowsvar, they could not find any ons who saw any one hit Cottonreader;
however, oos officer told =me that he had & kmod on his head which moat likely he &id not
intlict nimeslf,

The situation 4n Grewmade 1s véry sriticzal and extremely explosive at thHs tinme,
Conditiona must gat better there at once or else something bad 1s likely to happen.

I have observsd the sirategy used by King's gang from the begirning of the

touble in Orenkda. I bave ssan it at one time detericrate to almoet pero. I give oredit
to the federul ragistrars coming into Sranmads Tor (le purpose of appessing King in opdar

tc save his face from 2 total fallure thers for sccelersting and brisging on the bad recisl
situation whaich now exists in Grensda, It geve Hosea Willlams and others of his salider
somathing 15 polnt €6 and to ‘assure the Negroes that the federal povermmsni wks behind fhem
and to make other promiasss shich they canpot dellver but which were believad Dy tha Nsgross,
who sre following King's group's leaderasiip. I wae told thie morming that federal murshals
are aiready in Grenads sbserving what le going on.

No ons sceus to know just wbhei is best to do at thig time. More reporting will
b made on Orenada 1Y there is any cszgi.

In checking in other countles, I find the racial sliustion not too good slso, Whiie
_ peopls are very resentful of the Depariment of Health, Bducatlon, und Welfars farcing the
Nagrosa intc whits schools even agalnst the Negross' wishsa. Calhoun and Chickkssw Counties
gent out applications for snrollment inm achocl 3o all parents of achool childrsn, which gevs
thwm g choios of either golng to white or Negro schools,

No Nagroas in Calhoun County made application to enter white schools, ait&;:f
they had a choige of deing so if they desired. The Justice Dapartmnz moved in sod Piled
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" a suit againat the school board in federal court. Judge Claude Clayton rulsd that the
school board should again give the Negroes of Calhoun County an opport.un.i.t.y of attending
white schools by having them to re-~-reglster.

o I am attaching to this repart a threat which the KKK allegedly made agalnst
parénts of Negro children in Calhoun and Chickasaw Counties and some school teachers of
Chickasaw County and at least one school board member, . Although I do not consider the
racial situation in these counfies as being dangerous, knqwlng some of the people in
these two counties gs I do, most anything could bappen as some of the pecple whom I héve
in mind would carry out the threats set forth by the KKK in the attachad sheet.



