
STOKELY CARlUCHAEL 

RESPONDS TO VITAL QUEsriONS 
. . 
M~IERICA ··ASKS·· 

CIUGINATION Of .THE TERN BLACK PO:lffi 
.. 

The term 1'bla,ck pm.,rer11 has been familiar . to me, since I Has small in the \'lest 
Incjie·s and 1.,rhe.n I first came to the Uni~ed St..ites at the age of t en. SNCC 

. I .... • 

vocally started it among civil rights organizations on the Mississippi March. 
Hm..,rever even pl'ior to then Adam Clayton Powell had mentiuned the term several 
times in a speech delivered at Howard University. 

THE SUPPOSITION THAT BLACK PC11VER IS OBTAINED I N COUNTIES \ilHERE NEGROES · 
OUTNmlliERED RACIST HHITE. . 

Black power means that for once black people are go~.ng to have political pow~r~ ;: 
You see, up to this point the black people in this country have had only a ~ 
moral force . They repeatedly talked about moral power. ?hey tried to get to ·,· 
the conscience of the people so that the so-called 1 ~·rhite libera lsH, 11hatever 
that .means, .>:-Tould t hen speak. and say that the black poor people need this . .It 
is a goOd thing morally, but black ·people themselves have not had the pm-rer to ., 
sit .q9wn · and negotiate with whites. No1v if in fact black people in Mississippi 
have all the .delta they can sit . down t;(.ith Paul, Johnson, and they can say tq him, , 
1'vre . represent x number of votes . \'le W3.nt this. 11 They donit have that ncn.,r 
and that is what they have to get •. 

. , 
OBTAINH!G BLACK PClJER 

Vlhat . I think vre have to do to get bla,.ck pcnv-er is to organize ourselves politically , 
r egister to vote , and to form independent political bases which will then allow 
us the ·chance to carry out ·and make effective the . changes we need ·to bring 
about .. decent lives . 

I am saying that . in counties where black people out- number 1vhites they !>.ave 
t !1e right to organize themselves politically and, via the vote, seize ·the 
po1·rer . Just · like the Irish people did in Boston and like the Jewish people 
cUd in Nevr York .with LaGuardia . · 

THE FALSE ALARH OVER THE CRY OF BLACK PQ·lER 

Personally I don 9t s ee why the cry of. black ·. pcn.,rer should cause any false alarm. 
We are aware .that the cry of the unions was, 11Wo:-kers of the Horld Unite". · 
And they 1-rere uniting themselves • . The people "l'rorrying wer;.e their . employers 
vrho exploited them. So when pe.ople say, rtblack power1~, i :t ' seems to me . the only 
people :>·rho should be worried are the peopl e who ar e .exploiting and oppressing 
black pe9pl~. However, black p011er as it is used by the press, I feel, is. a 
creation .~.f. .. the press to. destroy the black ccmmunity. 

HO:J THE CONCEPT OF BLACK PCUER I NVOLVES COOPERATION HITH THE ~illiTE COHl1UNITY 
,. ; ' . . ... 

"The· concept ''black power" does in fact. involve cooperation wi t h. the .Nhite 
· corr:n.tunity. The question is when do you ." do tb.at. We say .that Hh~n you do it 
now,·' you . do .it fron a point of weakness • . You beg them. You say, 11look, man 
it's morally wrong for you to treat '\lS this way. We8r e rnarching and getting 
beat up . You should be ashamed of yourself". Rather fr om a point of strength 
you say, 1'11e have x number of votes . We want this road . fixed right away or 
.elso ·we l..ron9t v ote for you11 • • ~ow .that seems to me .to be a much: different point. 

GROSS MISCONCEPTION OF THE LGVNDES COUNTY FREEDCN ORGANIZATION AS THE BLACK ·. \. 

PANTHER .PARTY. · . ·; . .. , .. : r-; r · • • . · 

The name of the organization in Lmmdes County is not the 11Bl ack Panther Partyn . 
The symbol happens to b e a .black. panther. The n e is the. Lm-mdes C9unty 
Freedom Organization. I ·am very much c oncerned bout tha:t -because A.'Tlericans-­
particularly ·\·rhi.te americans--have been r eferrin to it as :the Black Panther 
Party, a:1d that is their problem \·rith sex and c o or. They do not . r efer to the 
Alabama Democratic Par ty as the 1Vhito Rooster Pa ty, and that b.appens to be 
the emblem of that party. 
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S!liFTH!G TRZ;m IN LCtlNDES COU:ITY ( A.LAB&·:A) 
'. 

Lo;.mdcz County is 80 per cent ble.ck and 20 par cent 1-1hite. It has been ruled 
by· t;1a.t minority by force, by violence and by every illegal trick that one : . 
can thin:<: of. Nm·s ·~he b:t.ack people in. Lowndes ·county ·have oreanized them_. ..... · 
salvez around the que&tion c:.nd the issue tl)at t hey have been oppressed, u~ch . 
is their blackhcss . They he.ve bcf?n . oppr~ssed simply because . they are black • . , 
And, like any other. gro-qp in the. coul)try, they hav~ or ganized around th~ issue 
of op.pl'ession ·. : · .':;·. .. . · · · r · ..... · · · · · 

- • . I ' . , . • 
J ' . 

THE SUPPOSITION THAT THE La~rriDES ·couNTY. FREEI)CJM CRGANIZATI ON LOSES THE .ELECTION 
rN'i'iill::aTND.E·s-couNrY ···--·. 

--.·-

.,lf the people l ose and it i s the democratic process, then there is · nothing t ·hat 
thGy ca11 do. Eut if i:.he~r e.re chca.ted .out of the · votes then it seems to me tl:Jat 
th~rc must. be'. Some m·eanc for them. to . acl)ieve p<Mer • ·. . ·. , . . . . 

. . : . . . ~.. ·. 

BLACK u.s. SOLDIERS FIGHTING' IN 1irErNPJf '·' . . ... _ .. : ,; ... 
'! • ;· 

I feel ·that N3groes now fightirig 'in ViettWn should J.-;:axe and come·'ba~k : h~~e · t~ : 
figl::t fo:..~ these electi-cns. Of c9urse t.hat'' has to be ·an indi vid,ual dec~sion. 
?-1y ·ci-n'i ; feeling 'is th3.t thel~e is no reason why 'black people shouMi 'oe ~fighting 
for' ·frc:e elect ions in Vietnam for 8orne other people to get free ~lections when 

· they don't have it in their o;.m country. · · 

I fc~l tb.t first ' they 5hould have free elections in their country and then 
decide 1·1hether or not in fa.ct they Nant to participate in that war . · Again; 
~:t. ~~_,~ap .. ~n-:ividual decisi~n based upon wha:~,Jhe con;sequences .are. . : . _ . 

CTUR P .. EASOi'J'S FOR.'REJECTING AN I NVITATiON TO ATTEND THE 'vlHITE .HOUSE CONFERENCE-• .. ,. 

1. The foundations of racism arP. not rooted in the behavior on black Americans, 
yeste:i.'da.y . or today. Tney are rooted in an ?-ttempt by_ Europeans an<;i whit.e 
Ame:t'icc..ils' 'to exploit and dehumanize the. de.scl;mdants of Africa for monetary: gain. 
This proc'c!lss·' of universal e:>..-ploitation·.brAfrica and her . descepdants continues 
today by the pm.·rer ·eli.te o.f ' this countr yn In the 'process . . of exploiting black 
Americans, lvhite ·Americans have tried to shift toe responsibility for the 
degrading position in ,.,hich bJ.acks nm-r find themselves av1ay from the oppressors 
to the· oppressed. The v/hite House ConfeNnce, .. especi ally with· its original - : 
focus on the Neg~~o family a ::; the rr.ain problem with which America must deal, . 
aceerituated this process of shifting the hurden of .the problem • . : . . . ~ . . . ~ 

2 . RegardJ:ess of 'the proposals which sterrmed from ·:the. conference, 1-re knm-r 
t l'.c1.t the Executive Deoartment and the Pr:esicient are' not . serious about insuring 
constitut·ional rights- to black Americans .:·. "fol.~ · example, inurd'e:rs of Civil Rights. 
workers '·and black cit izons roam free in .this ' c<;>jmtry With th~ · desire to kill 
more freedom fighters, and. the national governme~t claims it is impotent in 
many situatior._s to bring about justice . ... 

Another exwnpl(') i::; the Pol,ice Chiefs, Sheriffs,. and officials t-.rho have · victimized, 
beaten, . and jailed bla.c'.;: people :1nd further 3upprcssed our dignity are fully· · 
at~are that ·i.;hey were in effect given a blank check by the Execut~ye Department 
of thi·s· government to inflice these }a:t~less acts upon Negroes , si!}G~ it is .corr.mon 
knovrledge throughout t he S9uth that killi!'J.f$. ?-, 17nigger11 i~ like ~:5:.;1:-;ling a coon. · 

' • ' ' • ' .' ~ : ' ' ' : • • ' J I • I • ' • •• 

3. vie feel that .. t .ne Pr.e.sident called 'the conference ~rithin the United State~ 
at a time when united s·i:.a.tes prestige i i1ternu.tionally was at a low ebb ctue to our 
involvement in .tl}e Vietnp.m Civil War, the . Dominica..") Republic, the. Congo, South . 
Africa and .other : parts 'Of the third -world. -We · cotild ·not be ·a party to ·a.ttempts- . ~ 
by the White House t o use b lack Americans to r ecoup e. loss of prestige inter- .. 
m:.tioi:~lly. .· . .. . ~ 

... . .. . .. r 
4. Cur organizat i on is opposed to the war 'in . Vietnani arid t·re cannot in good .. .. 
conscience meet with the chi~f policy ,.maker or" the Vietn.am. waz:- to discuss .· .' ' 
human rights in this country when. he · ·fl~grancly . violates "t~e human rights 9f ' · · 
colored peopl e :Ln Vietnam~ . · · · · ' · 

· ~. lJ~ l '2.l J...t.·1 .. h.~--t ct. .... · u~.1.J ~...o l. Lt._L 1--~Ui-Jl - ; 1:L10 ~ul.i"~ .. · ju.~ ... d .: h.~lc..:: L 1 l~ Ut.;ci ..,)i. GL! :.l 

about ho1·r to change <..·11d dil·E'ct their live s . 
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THE QUESTION OF FREE ELECTIONS 
.. ··. 

This country is fighting in . Vietnam. He are''droppinf;?; bomos in Vietnam ar~und 
the ·vrhole question of free . elections and the right for people to. j:articipate 
in the decisions that affect their ' lives. Now that is precisely the -same thing 
we are doing in Lowndes County. We are fighting for · people to have free elec.tions 
and that this government and :·thiS country' has a responsibility. to the black .. 
people in Lovmdes County, to insure them free elections. Now if this country 
neglects to do that then it seems to me that the responsibility of assur.ing 
free elections lies in the hands of the black people in L~~des County-and 
anybody else in the country who is willing to have free el ections the~e. , 
Whatever means to be _decided are left up to them and they are compl~t~ly · 
justified if theyhave tried every l egal means and this ' country does 'not respond. 

·. '1'·.' .. ' ' ' ," ... '. ' ' 

HYFCCRISY AND CIVIL RIGHTS LEGISLA.TION 

I think that the fact that -federal registrars have n.ot been sent into the 6.CO 
counties and the fact that the United St~tes•'has federal registrars indic.at-es 
a certain degree of hyp.ocri.sy. Frankly, I don ?t go along "':L th the fe~li,_11g. in 
this · country that the government is doing so much. Instead I give ~he : ~. 
responsibility and all the credit to the ·black people iri this country who. stood 
up and .started to rebel, that 'the :rebellion brought the voting rights bill and 
the voting rights bill had to be passed because the government was aware .of . 

· the fact that if they did not the black people would move to dis:rupt this·· country, 
and that internationally this country could not afford that. So it had to pass 
the voting rights . bill. · .. ,. · · ·· ' . · 

It should be noted that the Voting Rights Bill is .very tricky . To cite just .. one 
example; ·' the literacy portion of that bill expile> on August 6 of 1970 and the 
literacy test can once again be :·used. Now what tl-.at means is that if federa.'l, . 
registrars are not in Mississippi and black people do not vote , that Eastland.· 
can· move to reinstitute literacy tests by 1970 and be elected again by 1970 
too, because he will block black people fran voting. And the goverP~ent has 'not 
spoken to t}-!at issue and they will not because Eastland 1'1appens to be a very 
powerful figure. '" · · · · 

.QOALITION 
,. 

If people vranted to be really serious they would look at the Alabama primary of· 
May 3, 1966. They would realize that there are no white JI\Oderates in Alabama. 

···That state voted wholeheartedl y for \'iallace . ·. · · · ; - · 
• •( • r • • • _c . 

. . . . . . . I 

If there are to ·be :any '\vhite moderates and if there is to be ·any ·c'oalition, then 
peopl:e· ·have to· go· into the white corrununity and develop that base . : .What we are . 
saying .to the' 1-1hite •·rorkers in ·-the Student Nonviolent Coordinating :Corrunittee 
is that'·y6u have to get into that corr>Jnunity and organize that base~ So t pat . 
when we talk about coalitions, we will have somebody we can have coalitions · 
with • . Not the George Wallaces and not the 11Di.xiesn in the South. 

. : ' ( 

INTEGRATI ON -- AN INSIDIOUS SUBTERFUGE FCR WHITE SUPRWtACY HHEN INITIATED BY . : 
BLACKS 

Integration is an insidious subterfuge for vrhite supremacy >-.rhen initiated -by '· .. ·:. 
blacks. What I mean is that throughout this country since 1954 there has 
been •. a move for integration. That is all we talk ab-out. NCNr what has been 
happening in this .country is that you have poor black kids, for _examplE;l, .. in 
the South that q.re:·told ·to go to l'rhite school s because they are · good~ ' They 
leave their black schools •-.rhich they are told are bad. The problem is :tl:lat 
during· this process there is no one who speaks to the issue o(.that ·b+ack 
school l'rhich nol'r has in it the rest of the students. · --

In the North you take black kids out of the ghettos and you bus them t.O white' ·-~ 
neighborhoods, agairi to good lvhite schools. This process definitel y heig!'ltens . 
the inferiority process in those · ·children Nho are l eft <t -here and· 'who . go . there. 
~~te kids never initiate a move for integration. They .only yery rately move 
into bl:l.ck schools. 1tlhite people \'rho · believe· in integ:ratj,on--Westchester·~ 
and in HollyHood--never move int o Watts or Harlem- -if 'they truly beli_eved in 
intoer n:tion thiu would not. .bo tho c:...:;o . J\nd wk~t I run :J3.ylnc :l.s that whn.t 

' ' 

l. 
.,. 

; . 

•,. : · :' . I. 

.•', ' I , ; 
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black people have to do is to, among themselves , develop their communities 
first •,·: .They must control their school boar~s and ·when they control their· 
school ·boards .t hey vlill have good schools ., After this happens then you can 
ta+I{ ·about i ntegration. Then .you .can send ·v1hite kids to black school s and · ····' 
.:;;end black kids . to Nhite schools. Unt il you do ~hat you have an i11sidiotJ.s · · 
subter+.'lfge f.or 1<1hite supremacy. because you have black ·peqple being ·asked to · 
forsake t.heh. neighborhood. : · · ,, , 

··r r • :" '": 1 
·. ·~ "}' I -' 

THE TRAGEDY . OF THE · VIATTS RICJr . • ·• ' ~· ; • r ... , : , • 

. ~ .. ·. ; . 

I think ~t-hat .a tragedy of the \;Tatts riot ,was that it wa:s -romahticized by · : .. : 
white people i n their articles about -11let9s get whitey11 • I feel that the 
'black people of Watt s, and not anybody el se, should deci de ,.,.hat steps are 
taken to solve their problems. I will never say that the people who rioted ._· · -
had no ·rigl')t to riot or that is outside of · the way to get' whatever t hey i'lant 
to . get • . They ·have the right to decide- whatever. means they want to use to . : . 
achieve :that , .and that is .up entirely to them • . They .live in Watts >vith ·rats ·::_· 
and roaches. -They a-r.e ·che ones that li v:e in Har l eJll, Chicago, and the delta .. ·. · 
of HississippL They are the people earning three dollars a day . · They are 
~he poverty . striken people and they have to speak to the ways to get, .out· of · .: :·· 
it anc\· .I : cannot and will not tell them th,at they must .do it a certain.- -\vay . ·. 

. . . ' . 

. THE USE OF VIOLENCE 
..... \ 

. I . don't organize around violence or · around nonviolence . J~e Student Non- !,. 

violent Coordinating Committee organizes black peopl e to get certain thi ngs 
that .they have to get like decent houses, -decent jobs, decent schooling , and 
a right to parti cipate in decisions -tha.t aff~5!.t their lives. The question of ·-­
violenv.e or nonviolence just l:tappens to be t-actical as far as we are concerned: 
arid 11.e· have ·made· that clear since 1960 • . : · -.-

··. -· 5• 

THE CIVIL RIGHI'S MOVEr-lENT 
"j" 

I think the civil rights movement has to stop acting as a buffer zone·betweerr 
the black corrununitJr and white community but to express the feeling of the black 
conununity in the tone of ~he black community. 

SNCCtS .DIRECTION 

As · I see the problem in this country, i t ·is . an .. · economic problem in terms of black 
peopl e being oppressed and exploited. We are, mind you, pr opertyl ess people 
in this country • . t;Te are property- less and v1e -have to seek to redress that and'· 
the only means 9pen to us now are political: rrieans. ' So '1-Te gr asp that political 
power now and then, w~ see how we can work-wi th that political povrer to then · · 
achieve economic power . It is quite true , that we never received our forty · 
acres and a mule • . _, · ~r- ·. 

If we had political power the Chief of Police of Indianola--who was the Chief 
of Police· ~ast year· t hat beat up black people-- and is. not1 the C .A. P. director 
in Sunflower County, Missi ssippi--,.TOuld not have had that power . 

FINANCE ·· . I•' 

I think 11e are going to lose -a lot of money ,£rom a nu,mber of whites-'who will be 
concerned that. we . are no longer acting t he way they define that we shduld act 
and tha.t. no,.,. \'le~re t:acting out". t·Jhen 1-1e t ook our Vietnam stand , against the · 
\·rar and in -sympathy wi th ctr:art · resisters , ·We realiz.ed ·that i t would mean a sharp 
cut in funds. However, · it has a l;.1ays been . our. policy to never l et funds deci'de 

. for us what we will say. ' 

NESSAGE TO HHITE AMERICANS 

What .whites have to realize is that psychologically the Negro has been in · a box . 
that -he could .not -get ,out of. and that v1hat he .wants to- do now is ·to do ,.;hat 
everybody else in the -\vorld has done . · He wants to build · something of his Ci-m; 
something built tvith his hands . And that is not anti ~1·1hite . .v·lhen you build 
o;· .... r .. ..,, r-· ~•1 l , ,-.. 11 ~1""! ..; ,.. f""l ,.,'""\,.... • ~L tn _, . , .,., Ll , ...,L """ f'\f 1 .L ,...,." (),.. , .. , .L.JT"" h .... ' l'"': ~"'~ ,- ....,..,...-.. .-,... ·~h...., -~ - .., _L ' 

·it j ust mcu.ns t.h.J.t y ou•ru bu:J. :Ldii1g your O<•lll houso, :·.J l1i -c0 .:;; :J.li tl.i:.; couu~:,lT lJ;..v <J 
to under stand t hat black pcopie don9t want to have to look to Tom, Dick and 
Harry. Negroes want something that they can otvn and controL That- s what 
everybody in t his world wants and if white people are sincere i n this country 
about freedom they have to reuliz.e that. 

:"• '· : I 


