PIPLE: . Grenads County

R R R R R N e E E e R e
DATE OF INVESTGATION: August 9 - 17, 1966
*******************'*'****************‘I’*""**‘I’"*
DATE OF REPORT: August 26, 1966

L2k Bk K B BE B OE BE SE B B BC b BE BE BE S R B O BF IR BE SR AE BF RE K O BE B B SR N N BE B B OBE OBE BR OB B B R

INVESTIGATED BY; Tom Scarbreugh, Investigatar

3

R AR R R EREESEEEEEEEEREEEE R R R R EEEEEEEEEREEEEERESESEE’
TYPED BI: Elizaheth Armald
AR E R E R R SR R R R e R R R E R E E R S E R R R E SR XN R R

Pursaant to erders from Director Jeﬁn‘lten to proceed to Grenada a.nd check with
apthotdties thore and to asslst them any way thie department cowld in the racial dis-
mee and boycosts whlch they have been having reécently, I went to Grehada on the
mm‘bon of August 9.

I chacked with Skeriff Suggs Ingram, Chief of Folice Pat m, ‘MaFor Johr
McEachin, snd City Prmcat.ing Attomy Brad Bye, Sr. 1’6} was advised that a march of
demonstrators had just ended and was ‘led by Leen Hall)® c¢/m, abeut 22 yu:rs aof age,
who 1s Martin Lathar King's aide, This march began Iﬁ the Negre kll Flower Chu.
proceeded to the city square where Hall addressed all these presént, Actw ' .
his talking to the whitn pecple as hias companions rostly were too anll to*empﬂhhd
what be had to say.

I dida't hear what Hall said, but was told he made all kind of iAfuristing
remarks absut the uhite pesple of Qrana.da and boasted that at present Negro women vere
tending white folka' babies for them and slosm.n‘ thelr houses as leﬂma.ts but. befors
they, the boycotters and demenstrators, left Grenadi, white women would bé totlng Negro
babies, Hall stated that Grenada utticillu were nothing bat liars wﬁvdruﬂku'da.
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Hall and his crew of about 50, nostly children, marched back to the Ball Flower
Negro church and dispersed until that night. No incident ef any kind happdnod that
afternson,

A
Thet aight, Hosea Williams, first lieutenant of Martin Luther Kimg, addreased
500 or 60Q Negroes at the Bel Negro church, and after the church nfeting broke
up, around 150 ¥egroes marched from the church te t.ha city square again, ' Rosea Williams
lad this march.

+  There were about 250 white pecple gathsred on the mquare at that time and they
‘began te heckle the Negroes. The whitas wers lined up on the east side of the square,
The Negroes were mostly on the west slde of the square, Someone among ths group of
whites began to shrot steel balls with sling shota at the Negroes and a few bottles and
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and bricks weres thrown in among the Negroes. Officers wers caught short-handed of men
because up until this point, no sefiocus incident of any kind had occurred. Thers were
present only the Grenada Police Depariment and the sheriff and his deputies, and a few
highway patrolmen; however, the few officers were able to push themselves in between the
two opposing groups and managed to avert having a very bad incident, if not a riot,
whereby a great many peopls could have gotten hurt., Both Negroes and whites were aaked
to leave the square. The Negross left the square cut of order as cherry bombs went

off all around them and some were hit by the sling shot shooters. Nons were hurt to
amount to anything, howevar. -

The Negroes regrouped late that night west of Highway 51 at a Negro cafe known
@s the Chat and ngwi ‘Hosea Willisme was again talking o the group and had ihe ggt,;rq

sireet blocked. askod the group to moy onk of the street so that tras
would bs able t,o “ths ug but got no cooperation g;ou the Negroes. %hs Chief golgl
me he asked Hosed :1.;5. *ud his group three times tg move and clear the street, But
th failed to dp 8o, He 28id he then asked the way Patrolmen to move them.

# time severgl u{ﬂ.tg‘_pi' ghway Patrolmen had é¥rived from Greenwood to reinforce
t.b.q o{ficers st Qpenada, _

After the Negroes refused to move from the strgot, the putrolnen t.h.rew gevaral
cannisters of tear g n\s them end they aca,tt.e Q $11 alleys and bega:n 1',9 cgrpo
and throw rockd’ef 2 nz 198" several rocks hit'i 15 £01 8ars, but no one was”injured, Wo
further troubld téfad the rest of the nigﬁt.

Thia fibp -ﬂgxan’ﬁ growd of Negroes, whp Bad tha street blocked, ran bff and
left everything from awkbil]l knives to taped iron rods and other weapons when the gas
wis thrown,

On tﬂ t. 9911 of August 10 a group of Eagrou mt at the same Negro
and orgenized city square. Tharg__ygg_a 5 in this march. [egn
led the marcha:rg; 01;,1: 4] 54 marchers, my guess ia; ‘30 were under 12 yeara of age.
The Negroes had_placards g.r_gynd their nacks roaaig "Black out on Grenada,™ "Don't buy
from slave men, " "E’ aqual jobs,® "We sha ovarcouo," "Freadonm now," "Migs-
isaippi Police aina: Begroés," nsll men are creited equal,™ "Donft buy white power,®
"Don't buy segregation,® etc,

assembled in a &
policemen were batmln

going around thgh_ bh}ihlggmﬂ’ planned to deface thp s
and tie an dmerican flag around it.

Hall talked on the square from about 1:15 until about 1:45, His talk was’
directed to the whitss, He said they had no notion to try to bother the statue of
Jefferson Davis, that he wvas a desd issue and his statue stood as a symbol of sagregation,
and an epemy of the Negro, but was doing them no harm now, He #ald Davie bsat the poor
whites out of their earnings and was responsible for getting many thousands of them
killed, He said actually the whites ought toc be in lins with the Wegroes opposing such
characters as Jefferson Davis and what he stood for, but he =ald instead of getting in
line with them, they were backing up the Grenada business people, who were cheating and
wronging the Negroes out of thelr earnings.

the same route to the piuidrs’as the afternoon befors. snd
l?afrc a’st of a Con.fqdqrnta utnig:z Shariff Ingram &nd ugi:al
egroes and the statUe to grot-oct the statue ab rimorg uﬂre
fifue and perhape again élim
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He sald Grenada people are cowards and drunkards and that their women were
drunkards also. Hall said before the boycott ended, Negro people would be running
the stores across the street which are now being run by whites. He said he would also
likely run the Welfare Department and when they, the whitea, had business at tha Welfare
Department they would likely find him behind the big desk with his feet =stuck up on it.
He was blowing and going.

He said before the boycott ended in Qrenada that white folks would learn to
eat stale bread and corn bread like the Negroes now knew all about, and "when you go
to ths bathroom,” he stated, pointing his finger toward smome whitss, "them cigarettans
and cigars won't make a ...." "You white folks think we are going to pull out of hers
in two or three weeks. I want you to know I'm making my arrangements to stay here 12
to 1 months.” Hall said no Negroes were going to buy segregation.

He said he had a $100,00 billin his pocket and he was keeping it in there. i
white boy heckler interrupted him at this point and told Hall ha alao had a $100,00
bill in his pocket, but he woarked for it, He asked Hall where he got his $100.00 bill.
Hall didn't answer hls question, but asked the vhite boy where he worked. The boy told
him in a plant in Grepads, Hall told him "see there tga white bosass cover you make
two to three timgs as much as you make. You ou.gil'ﬁ %o Be on my side in my line helping
me 20 you could get what you are entitlsd to." Hall pointed his finger at the bank and
told the boy "you ca.n't. 0 1{: that bank and borrow any money." The boy told ha .
didn't have to borro'-r 8%y’ betause he had money in that bank of his own tbat he had™® =
esarned. Hall told him he could borrow nothing at the bank unless he put up his car for
it no mare than he Heself could. He said no rellef would come to people like the white
boy and himeelf until the political atructure of this country was destroyed. Hall raved
sbout everyons from Governor Johnson on down to local authorities.

He then led the marchsrs back to the church where they disperssd. No incident
of any kind occurred.

Later on in the afternoon around 3:30, all officers with the Highway Patrol,
sheriff's department, polics department, and other stats deparitments met in the
anditorium in the county courthouse and discussed strategy for taking care of the
exploaive =ituation which had devalopasd betwsen Negroes and whites in Grenada the night
before on the squars and elsewheare., Chief A. D. Morgan was the principsl speaksr and it
was agreed among all that anyone who started trouble that night, irrespective of his race,
wuld be arrested, and if the situation required, everyone would be clesred from the
square, All officers felt that the time had arrived for quick and appropriate action
to be taken.

' Giles Crisler, who is Iin charge of the Patrol riot squad, also made a talk
mostly to the men under hia command,

That night, A._I}_: King,el;:othar af Martin Luther King, and Hosea Williams
made talksa the Bell Flower Negro Baptist Church® ifter the meeting, aFound 9:30 P.M.,
Williams and King led d march of 202 Regroes to tho square and assembled on the west aside,
There were on the square at the time, around 250 white people, who were mostly asssmbled
on the sast side. Giles Crisler made a talk standing between the groups and told them
that if anyone started a disturbance of any kind they would be arrested and that the

square would be cleared of all persons if trouble began, that the law was going to prevail
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in Qrenada apd he sincerely hoped everyone would cooperate, Crisler had not more than
finished speaking when ateal balls began to be shot from the direction of where the
whites were assembled and cherry bombs exploded among the Negroes. Ths whites wara
run off the asquare immediately in to the side streets and ths Negroes also left the
asquare and went back to the Bell Flower church,

Several white men were arrested for not moving when told to do so by the
patrol. The quick action by the Highway Fatrolmen at this time no doubt prevented quits
& few people, white and black, from being injured, Several Orenada County officers were
disturbed and rather upaet that the Patrol ran the whites from the square, but I talked
wvith them that night and advised them that had i{ not been for the patrol being there
in force and talding the action they tock there is no telling what would have happened.
They agreed finally that it was the best thing to do.

On the morning of Auguat 11, the Hayor and all ¢ity Councilmen of Grenada met
with their attornsy and Hon. Will Wells, Assistant State Attornsy General and adopted an
ordinance, copy of which ia attached to this report, preventing any public meeting by
any group, regardless of race, on the square in Qrenada. The ordinance was to go into
effect immediately. This has been, thus far, the most crippling blow dealt to the
trouble makers in Grenada., It was dacided, howsver, by city officiala to let the marchers
assemble that afternoon as they had made arrangements to march that afterncon before being
aarved with a copy of the ordinance,

Lecn Hall again headed ths march to the mquare that afternoon with about 50,
wostly children.” Hall had been served with a copy of the adopted ardinance and stated
that he would abide by it, but he would make it a point to see that everybody else
did also, Hall toned his speech down considerably from the one he made the aftermoon
befare as we had several tape recorders taking down what he said, Actually, he should
have been arrested the afterncon befare for uaing indecent language in a public place.
No incident of any kind occurred that afternoon and Hall and his band of sarchers went
back to the church and dispersed.

.

) _p—mt night another meeting was held at the Bell Flowar church with Hosea
Willians and A. D. Ki speakers. After the meeting, about 250 Negroes marched
doun fo the square. They marched around ths square zbout three times singing freedom
songs and then marched on back to the church, obeying all traffic rules as well as the
ordinance, No incident of any kind occurred that night.

Pickets, ranging in age from 7 to 12, have been picketing for am hour or so
around the square and elsevhere in Grenzda dally for sabout two weeks,

On Friday, August 12, no afterncon marchas were heald, but a meeting was held
at the Bell Flower Church, which lasted until 9:30. This meeting was conducted by Hosea
Williams, Aftsr the meeting broke up, about 250 marchers agein came to the square and
pang as they marched around it. Evidently it was agreed at the church that soms of the
marchers would try to go onto the square, as a number of young Negrosa did try to go ’
cn the square but were pushed back on the street by Highway patrolmen. Seven, however,
did succeed in getting on the square and were arrested for violating the olty ordinance,
Thers were no whites on the sguare or in the atreets other than the officers. There were
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quite a few whites 1ined up on the south slde of the aquare and when the Kegroes stopped
and began to try going on the square, the whites again began to throw cherry hombs among
them, The riot squad again moved in and moved all the Nagroes and whites from the aquare.
No one wasz injured during the time, Newsmsn and photographesrs alsc wers moved from ths
squars.

On Thuraday afternoon, I talked with Hon. Brad Dye, Mayor McEachin, and
Councilman Henry Ray concerning possibly bringing an injunction in state court against the
boycott demonstrators on the grounds that they have violated a federal court order handed
down by Judge Clayton. On sevaral occasions, thsre have been as many as 30 boycottiers
and demonstrators gathered in front of one place of husiness. I also pointed out thet
wa could produce proof that ths boycotters have threatensd and intimidated Negroes who
bave not cooperated in the boycott and on one occasion Marcell Eurat,"*&ne of the civil
righte demonstrators, drew a pistol on George Peacock; hoth Negroes, and threatened
Peacock 1if he did not cooperate with the demonstrafors. A fight between ths two ensued
and Peacock cut Burst pretty badly.

All officials present agreed that 1t certainly would ba advantageous if an
injunction could be brought againsi the agitatars in the boycotty however, Mr. Dya stated
ha felt that it would be best for the merchants of (Grenada to bring the injunction as
they are the onas who are belng injured, Councllman Ray stated he would get in touch with
Mr. Lowery Dysr, who is president of ths Grenada Businessmen's association, and he would
appreclate my discusesing the matter with Mr, Dyer.

Mr. Lyer requested that I come to his drug store and we discussed ths matter
for some tima relativa to the possibility of getting an injunction against the SCLC
boycott. It was sgreed that ths committee of businesesmen which hed been appolnted to
bandls and consider matters of this kind meet with me the nexi morning in the city hall
to diecues the posalbility of drawing up an injunction against SCLC.

Agreeable to air undsrstanding, the entirs committes of businessmen met in the
¢ity hall Friday morning et 10:00. Hon. Jay Gore, who represented thes businessmen, was
present. A diacussion of the possibility of getting an Injunctlon againat the boycotters
was thoroughly aired and 1t was declded by the group to walt a few more days to ses 1f
the situation improved in Grenada as a result of the ordinance which wms adopted by the
¢lty counclilmen the day before.

I have meiled to Mr. Dyer a photostatic copy of an injunction which was grantsd
by Judge Anderson against dsmonstrators and boycotters in Holly Springs on August L.
At the present time, no action has been taken concerning getting an injunction against
the boycotters,

Friday night, Saturday night, Monday night, and Tuesday night, through August 17,
no incident of any kind happened other than they stil]l met and sllently marchsd around
the square.

On Sunday night, August 21, a group of civil rights werkers met in a church
in northeast Grenada and dispersed around 10:30, Several of this group were arrested
and charged with disturbing the peace as they were singing and hollsring coming hack
inte town.

: From my cbservations, it seemsa that the situation in Grenada 1s getting some
better.



In checking the arrest recards, %{md that the following oui-oftown

subjscts have besn arrested: H%ﬁ%m.i__& 15 Ames Averus, Cmaha, Nebraska;
WB Johnmson Avenue, Atlanta, Georgle; James William Poll*Tclaims hs was

at D'Lo, Misslsaippl, bub gave addresass in Californis a5 Woll s Atlantx,
Gecrgia}. Poll sms arrestsd for indecent exposare. He has & long list of arrests in ..
otlher states on siwilar charges, All of the above mubjecte are Hegroes, James Bullocek,
whits male, present addreas, BNC Headquarters, Atlante, Georgls, who ag%.w ise
native of Maze sette almo wam arrested, zlong with . B, Cot depi Atlanta, Qeorgis,
snd Leon HallFAtlants, Gecrgin. Theas were the only ones arre that have not been
reported previoualy.

Martin Luther King's Southern Christiasn Leadershlp Confersnce seems to be followw
ing a pattern at (irsnada as sisswhers of falking non-violencs, yet premoting viclence
by infuriating snd insulting remarks that Lbey moke openly %o white peopls in order to
almort cartainly create an lncidend go they can yeil sither police brutality or ihat
the police failsd to glve Lhem praper protection.

They ars also satiing & pattern of suing local aheriffa and pollcemen, Arsnade
being no exception, as the Chief of Police now is being sued Zor §3,000,000,00,

Kot only is this prectice being implemented in the Orensda boyeott azd demonsirae
tion but elsswdere over tha state., Thare are at this time at least & dozen peacs officers
being susd in this state by wvaricus civil rights attorneys for unheard of suma of money.

I€ the courts of owr country do not recognise this plannad conspiracy by
civil rights sgitators of Lirst desiroying the sffectivaness of police protaéction, we
wlll scon find ourselves in the predicament of nut baing able to smploy pesce officers
t4 protect ths largs sajority of law abiding citizens,



