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Supt. o. w. Wilson 
Chicago Police Department 
1121 S· State Street 

-Chicago, Illinois· 6o605 

Dear superintendent Wilson: 

August 2, 1966 

I was a participant in civil righ'Gs demonstrations in Gage Par!:;:. an.d 
Chic·ago Lawn on Saturday and StuJ.da,:-;r. I should .ltke ·to offer my obse.r­
vations a'1.d. suggestions on police actj.on, particula:rly on SLmday. I 
do so as a private citizen, not authorized to speak for anyone else. 
I do so, too, in recognition that the protection of .·a movL."l.g assembly, 
over u:p.f&llij..iar streets and. with short notice, poses unusual difficulties 
for thepolice. 

l· I observed no attempt to ~isperse the crowd &'1.d only sporadic 
attempts to keep them at a distance from the vigilers. For much 
of .the time on Sunday, the angry crowd was permitted to walk only 
a few feet from the vigilers. This was true on the streets as 
1·7ell a9 in the park. This action was in· sharp contrast to earlier.· 
obs~rvations I made as a member of a clergy team during .the West ·· 
Side· disturbances. on· . .ruly 14, at Kedzie and Roosevel-t; Road, I 
obseryed numerous arrests for refusal to respond promptly to . 
police orders to move on or disperse • 

2. I observed no attempt to enforce the laws· against ·explodjng fire­
works. It is my feeling th~t. the appa;rent police. accepta."lce of 
this harassing tactic in the first fe1~ .minutes. of the vigil. ~n-
couraged the mob in its more violent act·ions later· · 

3· I observed few arrests, even when there was obvious unlawful be-
havior, i.e., thrm-Ti..."lg of firecrackers,'rocks, or bottles •.. People 
who were apparently arrested would reappear in the c~mvd a short 
ti..'11e later. Apparently prisoners were driven from tlie area and 
released. 

4. \{'nen the vigilers left Marquette Park at 7lst· and· CaUfornia, 
after discovering that their automobiles were inoperative, they 
were without any police presence or protection for a spece of 
several blocks along 7lst Street. 'Whenpalice did arrive there 
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were few men on foot; police in tv10-man squad cars were ineffective 
in limiting the throwing of rocks and bottles. It was on this 
stretch between California and Western that the vigilers were under 
most severe attack and when most of the injuries· occurred. 

5· Most of the ~amage to automobiles occurred after the vigilers had 
left Marquette Park.- At the time we passed the parked cars most 
tires had been slashed, several cars overturned, two pushed into 
the lagoon and one was burning~ Apparen-tly, police protection to 
the vigil itself was reduced at this point, yet little protection 
given to the automobiles. Television films I·have seen show.van;.. 
dalism and destruction proceeding without any police in evidence. 

;: 

6. I would suggest greater use of plain clothes police in the crowd / 
to isolate and arrest people carrying stones, bottles, firecr.ackefs, 
or other -dangero-q_s weapons. 

-. 7. It was obv~ous that :some officers were torn between their duty_and 
their identity with- their friends and_ neighbors in the crowd .. • ·:::; 
Friendly interchanges are ·perhaps a desirable technigue of cr_dwd 
control-when the law is being firmly enforced. When there Iii~ 
obvious breakers of the law, such interchanges contribute to an 
impression-that the· police are acquiescing in some degree to 
violent-and unlawful acts. 

I shou1d like to -express my appreciation for the many of~icers who were 
trying to enforce the law without-partiality and, particularly, to the' 
several officers WhO assisted me when I was injured. 

I have great· confidence in the integrity and ability of· the administra­
tion of the Departir1ent ·-and believe you would want to know promptly of 
these observations which·reflect on its efficiency and impartiality .. 

cc: Lt. Robert Wilson, Human Relat;i.ons 
Chicago Police Department 

Mr. Edward Marciniak 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations 
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