
'T'o: s·rr.r c~n tral Co"ll"ll ttee 
Au~tist 1, 1966 

'r'ro1"1\: '·farion Rarf'iy ~ ~Jr •. and Lfashin~ton S~TCC 
~~: Fr~: "".C. ""ovom~n-t: _('F'nC'-f) 

A-Ft~r t-tatchini'T the fr11strated ~fforts of iocal "!-lome P..ule'• 
Committ~·~ and Civic Orc:':anizatio-r:s losirio- .th~ rir'Tht to vote 
battl~ to a ryow~~fui C~alition on nart df the QUsineSS community 
ann Sou-t:'! ~rn r-?ci -;t Con""'t"eSc;Y'\~n, i:Jashin~ton S"'TCC d~cided to 
~nt~r th~ · ~tru'- .,.11".\ for s~lf-o;ov~rn!'l~nt in th~ ?Tat ion's capital 
an~ to trv to ~iv~ it ~~w irnpu~ers by int~oducin~ methods 
that hav~ be~n a+ least partially successful elsewhere-education 
and ~obilization of the people, econo~ic pressure on businessmen 
by tvithholdin ..... our '!On~y fro,., those ~1ho did not support the 
ri~ht to vote and, wh:n necessary, deMonstration. 

A successful bus boycott, orqanized by SHCC in January to 
~retest a nick~l increase in bus fares, gave the people of 
Hashin~ton so"le faith in their own pot-ter and orovided the needed 
mo,.·H~ntuT"l -.t:'or an action or~anization dedicated to self-government 
for the district. The bus boycott gave Hashingtonians a sense 
of power. 

Aft~r a couryle of or~anizatlonal meetings to which poverty 
~-1orkers, civil- ri~hts people, colle~e students, and· religious 
leaders were inviten. There were 40 people at the first 
meeti~~ and ~n at t~e second meetin~. The idea of launching 
the Free D. C. ~ov~~ment was discussed and support pledged •. 
The Free D. C. ·~ov~~ent was launched February 21, 1966. Bes1des 
SHCr., sun~~ort for' thP new :'lOVe!!l.ent ~-1as pledgerl by ~v tyq,lter 
rauntr~v Su-Ffran:en lishon Paul .. ·foor~ (Co-Chairman:· · D.C. 

~ion of Conscience a ~roun.or 3. reli~1ous and civil 
r{~hts or~anizations th~t h - elfare cases and 
~-~ .~ som~ nr~v1ous e . -·or-f.:' an behalf of "Home Rule D.C. 
Cha't""'.b~r or- r.o·-:1~~rc~ (pr~ooMir;.ally '·Te~ro .busin~ss ~roup) Uptor.vn 
n~o~r~ss f?n civic a~d nrofessional ~rouns) several UPO 8enters 
citizens ad vi .:;ory council (these ar~ 'th,.., ··local _"poor" people) 
and 'R.~v. EC. r1ailse e~~scti,,e dir~ctor !!AACP. 

At that ti...,e F'T)C1 ·I anr..ourced nlans to counter the Hashington 
~oaro of Tna0·;'s 81no,ooo ~ration l·.Jide Campai~n (which has been 
claimin~ local residP.nts don't really want th~ right of self 
~ov~rn'!'!lent) by ~a!"nerinP" our oNn support from the business 
~'1ni t~. h A t,Tashin~ton barber, JohndDig~s, had ag;reed to 
head una .. ~~~hr:3.nt's and-Businessmen's Committee to Free D.C." 
and to contact "1ercn~t s with GQVoT"a) requests; to .sign a 
petition for th~ ri~ht to voto; send te1o~ramc in supp"'"rt: ta 
Presinent Johnson and certain members of Con~ress; display a 
~ 7 oran~e ano black Free n.c. sticker in his window; and to 
mak~ a contribution to the movement. 

Hithin tHo days th~ Free n.C. Hovement (FDCM) had been 
branded as "e"~rtortionists", the new Al Capone's "black!!lailers" 
and a counle of other orize ohrases, by the opponents of self 
r';overnment an··=~. •n!ome R~le" in Congress. "1r. Digq:s, suffering 
fror.1 a h~art coT'1di tion t-1hich t-Je had been unaware of, received 
mor~ than 70 phone calls, includin~ one from th~ Chief of Police. 
l\1r. nio:~s re-.;i!'!ned~ nec~ssi-t:atin~ a Y'estructure of th~ rncu, 



but w~ kn~~ wr w~~~ on t~e ri~~t track-we had touched a sore 

n~rvf:!. 

In th,--. nays follo~-1inc:, the h~art and pr~ssured increased. 

Th?. PMCP decided "to ~r1i thdrat.J whil~ several church groups, 

civic or,....a.nizations cane our in support of us. This has 

causerl sev~ral chan~es in day-to-day stratef?;y. 

~h~ Free n.c. move~ent first tar~et area for local community 

su~T1crt was H Strf:!et: N. E. bet~.re·~n 2nd and 15th, a shopping e:·. • . t 

nistrict coTI'lpris~rl of 400 businesses. The merchants are predomin­

ately whit~, but the nr~i~hborhoorl is primarily black. Canvassers 

visited th~ ~~rchants i~ pairs, r~questin~ their support in 

anv on<=! 'or ""10r~) of a nu!"''ber of ways fro,., an;rc~in~ to allo~-1 

literatur~ to be oasse~ out in their store, or puttin~ a sticker 

in the wind~J, to voluntary contributions to th• cause of self 

TThile the ca~vassing of the merchants was goin~ on, workers 

( nriTTlaril y S .. H'~C p~onle) distributed over 40,000 pieces of 

literaturn in the ar~a. Two educational rallies were held. 

(Abou~ ~n persons at the first and about ]00 at th~ second). 

After 1;.JOrkin..,. in the area for 10 days, all but 25 of the 400 

merchants had nlacect stickers in their t~~Yindo~4s. At th~ end of 

this 1 f1 da.y p~riod He haC' an aft~rnoon 1'1arch in the nei~hborhood. 

The ~1arclt ar~a abou-t: ? '1 0 persons (most of t-7hom t-Jere from the 

local CO'"l"luni ty). ~·1p then announc~ri plans to move to another 

area o-r= the c.i.ty. ThP announce~ent lt.ras made by Harion Barry, Fr. 

T.?ill ia"!'' r. 1en~"t a"ln Geortr"' Storey (later t~-10 liv·<? and have groups 

i!' tl-1 .... n(-:li·~~l)orhood ~·7here ~"~ ~-1er~ movin~). 

Th·~ 't'"l)C''·~ mov0d to an area.-.in ''!. ''1. t1Jashin~ton called the 

Carnoza area (]4th st. between T St. and Sprin~ Rd.-30 black 

area). Fr. l.lendt, President of University neighborhood council 



(local (Trou~ ~r-1orkin<:': on poverty-but not financed by Federal 

~overnmP.nt) and Storey a~reed to do the canvassin~ but they fail 

to rlo this. Therefore, a~ain S~CC peo~le did the canvassing 

of th~ ~rrcha~ts. Aft~r a we~k on canvassin" about 90~ of the 

~erchants ha~ ~u+ un stickers. A~ain, an erlucational meeting 

an~ ''arch was held ~o try to g~t thn local coMmunity involved~ 

About ~0 p~rsons na~ticipate~. 

Th·, FDCl-1 ~th~J: edcidect to rtove downtowh and actively picket 

a ~~nart~~~t stor~. After a month of picketing and boycotting 

~.Jhich ~.Jas 4n.:..c;oo<. effective, Kann' s department store agreed to 

put a sirrn in the:!.!' Nindct...Y sayin~ that tiThe principle officer 

of Kan~'s rlo support personaly self ~overnrnent for D.C. This 

ended t~~ picketin~. 

Porkers ar.~ work inn.: in the H. E. ~·Yashing;ton trying to getc; 

more p~onle inv0lverl in th~ FDCM. 

T-Th ~t kinct of n~ople has FnC'"1 related to? 

The nr~9is~ that FDC~ works on is that we want to or~anized 

~lack ry~o~le for power. 

T)lP~in...,. th "') '!)us boycott the stra~isy ar~a and !_)rimary organi­

zers for the CarrlozC'l ar~a ~.Je!"e from TTPO center f:3 (th~ local 

poverty'c~nter for that area). Th~ Coordinator froth~ North 

Fast v.yas T-,frs. r,!illie ~ardy-E~. Secty of "·1etropolitian Community 

Aid Conncil-fnei~hborhood cr,rass rootsxor~anized). One of the 

asseMbly points for the boycott for ~ortheast, the local 

noverty center for that area. 

Sine~ rnc1--1 came into be in"""', workers on speakers have visited 

seven of the ei~ht poverty centers and talked to the neighbor­

hood citizen advisory council. FDC~1 got support from seven 

of the ei~ht centers. 



• 

Report: To the Central Comm;ttee 
From: Free D.C. Movement 

· :m~~,early June, "!?DCM started holding street cornel' ra 11 j e s on 7th 

St. {bound by New Jerse-y Ave. lOth st. Rhode :rs111nd and New York 

Ave.) .n. n--mber of these rallies were held with marchers, sinf!ing 

and the people talking about their problems. l~eekly community mass 

meetings were held. Several hmndred people showed up at the weekly 

meet5ngs. Local committees were set up with about lR persons signing 

np to work on their block and in the neighborhood. 

Rallies were also held on 1st and Rhode Island across ~rom SNCC 

of'fice. 

In earl'! Jnl y, FDCM started a serieso:r bl:o=~k Part 5 es. Th.e f'irst one 

1.~'ar:o bro'~en np )y cops. A warrant was ST•'Orn Ollt by cops .for Marion 

Barry ·and Lester McKinnie ~or holding the bloc~arty. Marion and 

Lester posted the $110)00 colateral. Tra:il is set f'or Aug. 11th. 

FDCI1 uses the block 1')arties as a means ot ~ettinr:- ~"oung people 

involved. FDCM ho'es to get to the point where they can hold block 

. parties each week. The l)art] es str-eoaod m~xium community parti-

cination. 

Marion Barry: 

A numb~r of SNCC people have rai ... ed the question as to why I 

am chariman of' the "F'ree D.C. M "Vement. When the FDCM 1:Vas f'ir st 

annonnced at a press confe-rence consj sting of' Rev. lial ter Faun troy 

, Negro b·; shop Panl Mo!re Co-Chairman of Coali t io) of conscience 

{ coalitj_on of civ51 rinhts and reliqious groups), Ed Hailes ex 

Secty NAACP, and John n-· ~P:S local barber, the cahirman of tt1a 

Merchants and BnsineasmAn 1 s Commit·tee to Free D.C, because of the 

tremendous pressure m!st 0f the peEsons displaced .fnom public 

view. Our ex-periences in 1~Tashington have shown that a large number 

of people are self advocated and have self1sb.unterest (even grass 

r0ots and low income people). In order to try to develope a sense 

of militancy in DC (which didn't exist), and since I '1ave no self 

interest, I alonq with othe'"'S decjded that the movement women 

remain purer if I remained chairman (John Djggs is case in Point) 

There are 1,000 "Leaders" in T~.Tashington and all of them 't"'ant to 
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~project ''their thing' and want to be leaders. This is some what different £rom 
Lowndes County or rural areas of the south. ( I will give a better verbal description) 
There has been no attempt not to project local vVashingtonians and we are in the _ . 
process of finding a nutnbe:r- of local V/ashingtonians to Project as being involved in 
the FDCM. 

A nwnber of person want to know what FDCM has done "outside of Marion Bp:r;;:y". 
For those who know Washington, they know of the great difficulty of getting people 
to put their bodies rather than their mouthes in the movement. 

Julius I-Iobson admits to being able to get only 25 or 30 people out with regularity. 
CORE can get 10-15. The Meredith's rally and march (with all of the group's 
sponsoring it) drew about 300 people. Therefore numbers and organization are 

not an indication of ones effectiveness. 

Ther..e are a number of concrete things we have done in terms of 'educat;ng, .. , .. 

mobilizing and organizing people in V/ashington. 

FDClvi has distributed over 700, COO pieces of literature; has sold or given away 

over 30, 000 Free D. C. buttons; has talked to or been invovled with a large number of 

groups. A. number of neighborhood rallies have been held. 

Outside of thes, I think that our biggest contribution has been to break through the 

psychological barrier .of ... can't do anything'' to a feeling of power. Most people 

still say that "you all are beating the hell of the folks downtown". It is still a "you 

all'~ .and 11 us11 thing rather than a we. But the "we" is the next stage. People allover 

Ylashington now have a sense of "believability'' in themselves. Groups are now 

organizing all over town. UPO is stepping up its organizing. Therefore a lot of what 

FDCM has cr-eated doesn't feed back into F·DCM. 

PROBLEMS 

Vlashington has a population of 900~ 000 people and area ofj about 72 sq. miles. 

SNCC only has 2 full time staff people in \Vashington. (lv1yself and Lester) It is 

very difficult to get good people to work for SNCC1 s low salary and even worst not to 

get paid at all. UPO (local poverty p~rogram) steals all of the old SNCC people anc 

any experienced field workers. Therefore experienced personel is a very serious k. 

problem --particulary skilled community organizers. In addition, some of the old 

SNCC people doepn't with or understand FDCM1 s method of operation. Vfhen they are 
agree 

asked for concrete suggestions, the suggestion rarely come forth. 

·, ..... :~<-..- -;at~~·· ·.\, .. ··'···~AI!\.=-- ..... ·,. 



..... ~ . 
PROBLEWlS CONT. 

The other problem is fundraising. The main problem is finding eomeone to devote 

full time to fundraising. Most people want to act but none want to fundraise. 

Secondly, Y/ashington· SNCC' s money base was about 70% white. Since the 

Vict-Na.1n statement and "the black power" concept, contributions have fallen off a .,... 

great deal. Efforts are now being made to change ·.the base, but that is a slo~ procesE 

FDCM still has not reached down in the community as far we would like. 

The Ylashington staff and volunteers have changed, since last summer, from 

nearly all white to nearly all black. 

The Ylork force is all volunteer with the exception of Lester and myself. There 

are about 20 hard core people ·who work every afternoon and night. 

Finally -- Y!hat is the objective of FDCM? To organize black people into a 

very powerful block in D. C. , so· they themselves can get rid of police brutality, 

siumlords, bad schools, etc. 

minutes fron"l 

Attached are copies otl FDCM meetings {which are staff meetings, other meetingr 

held in the community). TheFDCM staff meetings are held every Monday 

night at 3 p.m. 
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