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My psrtid.pation in the Miee1Baipp1 FreeAOjll 'March !4hicb begpn 
almost sponteneo115ly afte,; the aeeau.lt OIi Jmne11 Meredith wheq be be~n his 
wall< 1;rom kempbis to Jackson. was an effort on my pnt ~o get close to llhe 
civil tlghts orglllllZacians, their leeclera and troops, f1>t the ea~ of bet­
tering my unaeret~tn~ 0£ the:k goau 4nd p~"oses in. botih the 111&1:ch end 
the lDOvt!lllent. This prtmaey concern was coupled with lllY QW desire to beax 
a Witness out o! th!! several roles ~b:i,ch cqtll{l~e the basic relaU,onsbips 
of my life: a husband end a fetbet wbo though tie is white realbes that 
qe aud hie fam:tly ere not free until all men are free; a Southerner who 
bas decided that the injustices of wtlte supremacy lftU&t cease; an ordained 
Southern Baptiat llliniatet who is al:so ,a seminaxy student and who feels that 
clergy !llld laity of bis denom1ruit1011 wlticb cont:rols the Teligioua imag,s of 
tba majority of Southam churchgoers ~ sha,;r theiT l>Tothere ,,tie~e cbe:y 
should be going otb,µ tbal!, to cl\~ch, , finally ae tbe C#tlonal chairman 
,of the Student Inteua.c:i.al tl1n1atry progr11111 wluch ~ student:s worlci11g to 
the del.ta and all over the o.at1,on 1n efforts ~o ed11c:ate them to the issues 
and engage them 1n Ula 901'ilt1on of thee causes of tMe most serious BflC18l 
ia:sue of Wcatet:n cuit:ure. 

For eight days, ftOlll 8elton1 to Jackson withe side cTip to 
Phil.adelpb1a, 1'. tDarched wi.th old and young, Negro end wh:ice, mala and 
fe111Sle: slept in the t,ents, ate the good meal.e end the eltmpy ones, E!ndured 
the dtrt and hard ground, the abort nj1Jl,t9 arul the 1.oug daya-tlut alao 
shared in U,e victortee wtttl t11Q1,e wbo st0<>d up for the f!rat t1lle cand said 
oo to Mr. Chlu;lle. wno cams ft'om tbe crowds that watc:bed to join that small 
in comp9<r.iaon bmld wblcb m.arcbed on behalf of all, who reg1Bt~ed to vote,­
and neze l want to point: to tbe aigoificance of the man who stepplld fol1WSni 
t.o regiB"l'.er in the best" 0£ th<a l>att;le, lmoli!ins full. W'ell the pj>l!Sible con­
sequences afteT the marcbas were sane, lt &eesiis t.o me that this is so....-.­
wbat ilifierent fr<im slipping dowu to the coutthouee lfben no one .Ls uol,ll)d, 

1: sang tl\e &01\ga aud c!iei,te.d tbe. chant& 811d 1ceAJ'Ded tbe111 vel.l 1tt 
order to hmir witb l1IY l:Mrd ear What was baing enid 1>eb1Jld the words about 
a new tODIO!;TCill Wbeo a march l tile this would oat Ile nei::essary, .abo11 t: d~cent 
plAces tp live, decen,t wages, not baudouh bUt fa.11- co1DpensatiOJ:1. for wl\Jlt 
WIIB esmed; it is hot as btlll in tbo'>a cotton ffe.lds but 1f .it vue ft'ftean 
d:dl:lars a day inste.ad of th«e. men, vou,ep and cbildren wuld not mind 
gettlna out there so much,;. if Mr, Chulie'e houses for bis teoant:s bad 
plumb.in&, bathroOIIIII, e1ec:tuc:ity, walls, painu, insul.Atiou. a11d a good roof, 
it: vould be 4:asi.er to rest at o.1s)tt; bllt 1D0St ~rtanrJ.y • Ji' men w:re 
treated like men in lllffe eeYsona1 day-to-d.iy ce.1.ationahips and verj! !ree 
to cleterut.1D.e their own aes~cee with dignify, i.t voul.dn • t l>e so bad j uet 
to be al,ive, Tl\ts stand$ big'he,r th8ll ebe obta!ln;tng of the white :middle­
cl.ass Virt.lles m.easu~ed m gpoda and w~. 
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It: :ts tl,ith. ,great- fsc;ility and. g~11f!!, thar the 'l/h1te poV&r 
snucture through •it:s J)Te:!IS,; tel.11111:sion and -~11 news tnedia, submerges 

"fh .... -t 
the basic 1n tbe seconda:ry or te~ issua-"110 a11 t,o r:elJ.eve us Lrom 
C?Ot18tsntly fac1.ng the primary prob1-e.is an.i -~tmcems of tile oppressed and 
deprived. Tbe ptlmary i,tBIJall of tbe march finally cama to reside in a 
conflict of 1deolo81es amoos the three major civ;U nghts o~an.Uat.ions, 
so tar aa the r,rese was concert1~d l!nd t.hey P~'t'fed tfle u,ag~s for the 
n&U.on, You wou.ld bllve thoU&!lt tbere ,tas open confll.ct 'ff th overt b'ttles 
ug:ing tventy--fout' lrour.s a-dayo wb1'le tlte reality was dlat tbC)ll8h tiler\\ vu 
confllet, 1DO&t of it \18.11 a be&tl\y <lialo~ seeldi:tg, c~l'itf on all sides, 
When clarity 'i/118 r1nally gouen, tliere we e in,Uu between the ~r-sons 1nvol­
ved, but tt,en ll1e civil rJ.ghts organi.a-ati0ft8 have oevar been toget.tia,r ll!lY 
110ra tl\an tl,>e SOtlthern llaJ>tlsts, Catholics, and Jews have been• 110r for 11 

much greater len~n of tiale ,-beo. bri_ff encolJUtUIJ b.ave oc;cun-~·. 

r be.Ue"1! I can forgive the pu11iatent d~ li11& On the s~QO!ld.ary 
bot yl\Jlt fu:rthet dlstutbs me Js that ,hexe 11'411 1IO cli,.i:ity · there. even ,dis­
resal'cl:lng the 4llllos~ unbu•gi oable alahtJng o{"bo.i:.1:1 ,reporting and c~tary 
of tbe Mlaai.al!1pp1 -pilpera • ea-pec!Ally those 11\ J4cl<eoo 11Mch ltll):A l!IOUle ,sort 
0£ eiclcnella tbu G'iretl I aa a llfe-lotlg Sout'lietne.r c!annot {denttly, 

'l'hllt I w!ll 1eav'e to the psychologists '4rui sociologist.a. l(nat 
1 -will de.a1 YUh !s wtiA1'. the pr~s cl.ea.l.'t wltfi,.-tbf S(\~oda-cy alNa&. These 
!issues onl.y exist because of the primary iasuca. It-hoy arise lo tho cour!ile 
of see.kl:Ag ways to meec 1:he pr~ iasuee. They al'e probl- wldob 8#,..t 
:tn every revol11tion and should be do.alt vi.th aen:ou11l7 but not uclus~:Vely. 

SOllletim.._ lU~fc;ra 'I. becmne ~~•u,c1t>\•a of it• a divfston uos~ l)ew,,m,. 
tlto!le who fl@ tcbe g,oalD of !:his 11111rch ~ thru;e, .,.f the lll(IV~!: n ~usive 
oc the one haM acd !r.el •tlrl,ie on tile othet • 'tl\fl,re wolr.e \uqae wb() aaw the 
match es t:a'!t}"itll' out t~ ... u,.t~nt~s of llared.it.~ '.>£r: .¢.rig iwnsel:f end other 
Na3roes of fu>' rae this st an exc,J.n,;i.ve Ollt<''::J~. 'l'!l1o ,7ai, ext.a.Jed, bow­
eve-c. tb ~!I,; i~ of f.h.e ,;W.r:a m,m i.!1 ga~ .and a{ bis v!ol"1!ce in 
p~cu.la.r, at0 of ~ooM.:ig to ,hat Violen= -aa a 111gn tli4t it '-wti°'ld no lox: he toler11ted witlio11t reprtaal, Tbis g.rore riea to tJ\C~ c0,4:(oguc ~on-
ce t violence and non--v!ol®= wh!ch 1-s obviously a eontinu:ing IJJiiue. 

"'l'be violence and non--vioJ,"11ce advc,cat.es f<nzrrd themsel'lres iu .anothel' 
conflict and yet thi$ ,;ras not exc;LutlJ,'le;lJ' cut alc•n,1 t.t•~~e tuy,,e. '!'ha 11econd 
coafH~t arose oveT r~H! use bf tli)' platform t,y L"he v.1r4',:u11 o•~ha~o'nll; 
ware tney to 1lA¥ i_c ~Y j_t) tenu;i of estdblisll..l,_,11 r-.l •• e!lta~nr.:tc,.i, c(>ncemo 
of Lhe n14tcb 1,:,! ~I{ ~ eiioe c.o 1ncl.icle vote:r r~..z-.,t!6n, o,- au !t beco,:ie 
a p latfotm fc.r t.h"'C tc> Vuke and dellqt.e ~h!l{t vac1.;u,i ici.:u;,,4ies? tn cboollln4 
the laD'> l altenu'"1.1vc, a cou{·iacrl and dl.u\u:>t<id ~c of t.ha alrcn an.a th.a 
movement ~csultod t..r tlie tclti.>lcgt~s of tr.11 ln.ec?mll!ten an4 ~lie black pOl'e:r­
~ scented co be WlAl!l"Mblf a;!poscea ana .. p_pare.,tly ws calling -for -a !Jtllft 
Su the C<1liliill!!lit.ii,9 lllli<ll ChCil' bc.ur.ra peer,,>d through. 

It -...·· ~ J!''Nrily lmt eot !'!'!t<,lU!ifoely tbe l~adarsltlp and mrm1lera1u.p 
of the Se>utt.r.a ~~ .,..!.J..., ::.i tl:IF.CI' !p Cuo!'~r!dlco wtt!.dl ir..d.ffe:l' o~ the use of 
the tenn 11n <Joiciow" to .. os.:rlbe 1-out t.:qe goo:ls ven. They alao wet'.e the cbuf 



pl'OP,Oruill:ts of non-Viole.nee for which Martin Luther King, .1r., ts tnte-r-­
natJ.clnal.ly known. sate. orig1Q.aily preaentacl 1:10.0-vtole.nce as ~ ta_l!-tic l!l 
achJ.ev:1.ng frel'd<1111. lt wu supposed eq priok tba cot1eetance11 of the op► 
p?'essor:s a~ trule~ :U. lfll,B auccaas~ ~t aftUcmany year,, it bas become 
auspee; by tho•e. ,ibo feu, IUld r14bt.1y to, chat ~i:a aboul4 bava been 
-acCQmpllsbed by aw, 

~ ra.vo)utioo 111!e.a thQ1e wbo ca.;:ry u,out go througb tl\ree 
•b!tiea- ..i.eb rel.aU00&Mp u, ~ ld$Qlogy Wlde:i-vntoll tll,9 o,perat.e,. Tbe 
first au,e ta bel.U.'11111.fil 111. t~ '44\ol.oS:J. 'tba 1ecoa4 •t«&e t.s QBl.t.<l-vl,ng 
to belJ.w:l.ng, Tho tltu4 atllgEi 111 to ce,ae beliwjl),g, l'be.J' 11141 gc, 4uectly 
fTom the fi'rat atagtt to the third 1f there ue not <IJIOllSb ob~u• vtcc.orus 
to malta the idtology appear valf.d, tt baa to bave G10re than illterua1 can­
auten~ and logte-1.t has to 1UCA1aed, Some-whe> 4o oqt de>®t the internal 
eonstat~c:y Slid logtc Qf non-vtolence, but; they do IM>t eaa eDOu.gl\ sueca.ss 
for pursui.ng 1.t aa cha pr.iliiary tactic ill the ldeol.Qgy c,f tha IIIQ9Qlllent~ 

l«uy cif Cbue - puaons do not. 1■11 freei111111 u Ill .adequate 
S}'lll)e>J. eUher. 'l'bey •r,e. not op_eose.d to free.d&\11 bu.t they are. wary of. tha 
ccn,rprCl!ld1ea Ull toll:en ~enearto11a tbrow thei:r ""J as they a.eek tt, S.01111a 
of the. Stu.dent No11-Violllllt Coordinattns Committee araff epoke-11 .began to­
popul.art:ite thi. te?\11 "lllaclt pOIIIU!" as a subetit:Ute for freedom,_, Their epeecheA 
aapedtlly those of Willie Uclc:s, i~cated that thu term wae to ba used co 
1118b c;Lear vhat they meant by the t11t111 ft,adoa. Tbe genacel 'il1)puse1oo vu 
coove,-ed that this maap.t orgeniHl:io'll of the lile~o cammw:11.ty 1n auc:b. a 1o1a., 
aa to threaten and int11111deu. tt,e. trbi.te .. ,_m1t:, md stop it f:r0111 p1.1nv.ing 
1t1 pol1ciee of 'ld.0UD.cu1 ancl .Ol)}ll:il■atcm. foi: fear of violent r,prt.aal., Of 
ce>urse the internal consiecency of chu a.rgume11t wu easily IIIMl. qidc:kl.y 
refuted, It \lae never eo well antcula~ed as at C1U1t011: whera 2500 people 
wei;e eo.mplet41y immobt.l.Ued 11, 1ABCl'UIDIIIIJ:s of modem tachaol.ogy, 

Furthel: coafuatoD aRSB u to llha.thar chare liaa 11111 place for 
\ltiites 1# the black l'OWE ~- If a hladr. al.ectorati. al.acts. a black 
slat;) 1D 1111 ueJw,4ye ~r:, t~las• of wo aiaa may be ~ ou what 
platfo=• we>Ul.d tMe IIOt be t1,e. epit0111y of a black racism. or black 11!1Wll­
a.liat11 1.1hich IIO\lld soon see t:he owre48i,e>o of. the flb,ite millort.t1, 

L,eadera foe both &NCC 811.d SCLC and rlo:,d lk:Xislli.ck of the ()opgr­
on Racial Eqilality all Utempted to present:. .tnterpre.tat;ions c,f b~ powe.r 
and eatabliab a •tan!:"- 111.tb reaard to 91.ol.ence wt.ch wou.lct sl.4viata ~ 
teo.eions. 'l'be 8lac:k Powerit.es 1.Jleludug St.oklay Camicheeh were ~ccuaed of 
~ irreapouibla tD 11.sfllg r:bta can, i;,bt.ch would g'blp r:lse to dill aJll:'.i­
vhite sud black oa~ional.ist t·lltlde.ncta. on die p~r: of maoy of rt,e bJarers. 
TIiey var:a flll'.~ actacked for Co=lle.'l\ts lolbich would ancourage violence. es­
pecially 011 this e.arch whf.dl bad a 1Un.tfeato cal~g for not1-viole:nce. 
~re4\l8l1~ 1101112 c:4,Lr, begliiln t.o emerge end dectaiona we.r:,. made aliout how to 
handle, the p~aentati.ol\ of ,:he issuaa. 

1'be cJec,f,s:!.on oa11 that chant:l.11g Qf dthe-r black power or £:rpedo,,, 
wi;,ulO be discontinued while each grOlaJI voulc! be gJves,,, esual plat~on,, t.ime 
to sell lts philosophy dudng the rallies. T)le fo:rmi;r agTeement waa nevar 
adhered to becauee of the lac:lo: of d1e~tpline mnol!lJ the troops; it was a 
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·" In die preaeotatlous of tha -tdeologieS"'of the -varlous orgalliaa­
tii:,os- • cl.Al'.4y WB.B gotten tlmc- &la~ power c11d not ~n bla~ nationalism 
and was not anti-tiite, and that it wsa not to be ident1.ff.ed ~b sdvocati.ag 
viole!lce, Stokley Candcbae.l, lfl),o does uot lib to be miflCLuoted an4 deteats 
bei.ng: interp-z:etea, gaVe the: =-t· clarley aa to what stioe 10eant by black 
power 811d why thiry bad ad~ed t'b1a slogan. la case theft ts SO<De quill8t1on 
abouts it, the !ollowiDg is my intapNl:ar:ioD' of w~t~wa• meant ~ blae.k. 
pow,u; ss S'tolley pRaented the idea to ma ill both group dbcu-sstoc.s alld 111 
peraotUll coo,teonatl.on, 

Black power is prlmsrtly poli.t1cal wwer achieved tbroogf, the 
thorough org.a,d&<lti.011. of black ccmmuntti.es • par~larly wl\ere tfie.y have 
a majotlty vote el1gi1>1.l.:1ty. 'but al.so whe.r~ tliey have a mioo-ctcy. It has 
several. p,,11:pQsas, One is to enab1.e the. eleotora.te to elect who they want 
elected usJd especilllly to geJ:: some blal:k people !.nto office, Another .ts 
lo ba'.ve the k1ml of powe:r and pressure necesss'X)' to force those 1n politi.ca.l 
office to make. deei.Bicu,; and enforce them, for the welfar-e. of d\e lleg'Co 
cemmuu:lty. 

1n ~ course of d.eveloping bblCk powet' an education task must 
~ oarrled on .t\ich eope8' wt.di the psychic problt,111 of bJ.aclmee& 1n the 
1111uds of 1li1ose wbo haVe cc;,me to cc;,nclude tha.t thia deootes J.nf~ortty, 
eyil, etc. This is needed in bot:li the blacJ,; mid white cammno:ity l)ut 
C!wt lllessilge ~l come across when the ~87=0 coamunity comes to a po1.Dt: 
of conn:o1. 

What ls iieeded u power from a political baas because this 1s 
t\'ie only kiDd of power which will move the struccurea. It was oncethoughc 
that a mot'.a1 base coolcf be eatal,llabed but the d1rep -d l)Srvasive ilrmlot­
elity of our society bas pbviously pravett chat to be -an 'illu&ioa. Tbc;,ae 
v\)o fear bl.ack power Dl?ed not fear that the:y will be aubjectell to the same 
=clst oppressi<ln that the Nesro bns f.or ~e Negrc, bas learned ~t ~ 
vic.toua thing this is 811d dqes not inteod to be BtJilty of the aJ!!IIC Vii!v of 
relatiOJJ&lli'PS, many of the black pawez advocates SIJl!gest. 

' . Ttae ·p~ rea:soa so 111aµ.y -are offended by tbe tdea of black 
1JDver resi<!es tn their own TIS.d.st 1ll1nd set. Wheuever men in the pa41= ta1lled 
about po!it:'1~ 1JOWE!r, th°"gb 1t was oevet said, it wse understood chat this 
meaot w11il:e power--tbere ws no otb.u ~:t' to be cooddned. Now ibac an 
a.lcemettvi, appears, they a~ uuder,e.ceadably tbnatcned, 

Tncl~d in tbe strategy for establfsbing black povet 111 the 
de.ctstou on the pan of SNCC to have only bla.clts ,,,q't'king 1:n the blm:Jr. c0111-
lllllt'lti::y, !!to 1110re No-rtbeni 'Whites ere beeded. 1'here ue IIOW e:liollgb qvalified 
_Negro orgauuera co c.a%rt out me task. llbttee are nther needed to organize 
the vb.ite ~m<J • espec.1s1ly tM 1oor white who stands to ga.1n ft:OQ>, f¼llY 
legiallltf:oa that the l_)oo~ N~ Qittn:s from and whoa~ vo:!ce and power can 
be1p get tbllt ¥0t~ ev1!!,l though he does not thi.nk in t~nus of ga1n1ng 11nyt.hing 
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fo-r t:he !'legro, and 111ay only be dili:ldng of ldrnself. 

In cbe hoped-for bumani1dng ~rocess of. aur culture wba:rem 
racial prejudice and di11cr1t11aetton. 111&y be 1>ro!:£:1 douu on .tbe. uter­
perfOJlQ.l level, .soma 1>rovi8'1Dn ~ be 1118d:!! fD · !nren:&1?131. aposure. 
SU!:~ p~ovtsto,i u ~erma l'lf the n&J.neea who .-:.Et be OY.~nir.tng ~ i.~te. 
JIDr\ black. cClm!IWl.1t1ea will be made through ~. !I..!' tb'.lt exµe_;lliient bt¥11u. 
by SIICO 111 succeasfu1. iiur on a broader b,-,,e, Stt.C .-3 not cwncaait!<i IJil th 
p_;;,r,uctng racial ba%1110ll)r -0.otl8 t?,a old wtca ~ 11~or.-1 :t!:!ies whiah ba1.'• ;;,.;c?n 
flid"Eued for decades witlttrut bria;;:_111g about ten Ta"l<U.lt.ionary changes in, 
til<:- political, economicc, a:a.d eu.1.twcal aU\leturoea t,ldch Begmaa era nov 
de!n.l!Dding. The old I/Ince UbM:"'...l. 11ne ''nrel,y b:r tngs 11nre than minor bxeek~ 
tbroJ.l&hs when c:ompared wUh tbe maesiv-• of tthe pmblem. 

The ieaue of bLncbt'!lll6/wb1'C'etle88 must assured1y be dealt vJ.th 
but the lllOre revolut.tonsry stt-,•,ii;y for de"1.Sllg •'1th .it at: the mment: ls 
tb.'l:Oli&h connQntatton T9tber t!l';,:_ conferen-Jea....;;,J.ac1t power Cbnfronting 
white poveY from a pol1t1cal po,,ai- bese rat:her il/1an a mora1 one, lloa.ling 
w1.tn the issue. of hJacknese in I.be Negro cc111mun1ty w:11.1 be done through 
orpni•f.J18 thei~ power, rcguterJ.ng the,,i to voe~. edu.csU-ng them to par~ 
t.±cipate in the democratic f'l'l'IC8$9. and tJ,,.is deve.!.e;,SDg-~ eemie. cf 
dttr.ic:y and in1:~11ri~y ••bl-ch c,1,--. Y1 th -mpar1enciJlg <ml!8eJ..f ai,; a recpc,n- • 
Sible put:icipant 1A d~oniiJU.Dg ~ljf.9 fu-t,..te, 1h:!.O ~ab\lld fllll.1) o:!.-ltr'.,l\dt;e 
the icleilt1ty crh.f,a al.oQg w1tli ot,iier psyr. ologjcal teClhJli411ea• wh1l.ch c..lt• 
Negro tllJll>r'ieXJces .tn a v1t1te vor:<l of aut.i,ority, 

'Ab.en. Ms -pol:it:ica.l et~din$ 11:ld hi,s econonrl.c security 1s 
threatened, DD doubt the 'llbial t.Ni will~ to TeBpeo.it bi.8 Of>l>Onent , ' 
1110=: WbeJl 112 has to deal ~th hi--:,, '"' an equal bl 1""'41', he lllll)' .leaJ:11. 
aorneth111g of the m,um1ng 'of tlUllll!lw.teea-<ol' so tt 1- bopad. 

At the m~meut :it' Bff.UUC&· to SNCC -!'.hnt it: i.8 =l:'llt tlte ti.Bk. of, 
some Nep<Qea 'becom:!J!,g @b.-wlu.t" 1D ol'de~ th.at masses of Negro1m may 
oll(!l'Come t:!m p~blm of be:tii.g anU-'l>la.clt. ,, 

As I vtlte thta article in., the Vest JW!e o£ ChJ.eaj!O mt~ _Negro 
ganaa aN Yomnillg t:b.tt at:reet:s, oieJ:,t:ly r-aiding white marchants, looting, 
ch..-...¢e~//; and ior'..:nitkttl:$ -.ru.ltee and -pollee and ab_out:uig 11blaclr.--power",. 
a aeoODd .f.o,ou.e ~•ed cal· ~1; ulllrch vLt:h, t'P.gard to v1.oieru:e. fa kl.gli.iigllted, 
to IM\. s~ .. qf. 1:1-.ll =« e~:.t.e:ir: 61'«&cbt.s dud:ng the n,arch in ..tch i!leas 
eonoornu,n f ighti.1\8 baut.., -s,_:e •pt'Ot;11cti<>n., and ~:!Jig: a ..Utt!!e ~Id.tee bloo4 
1tere ineludl!d, raised toe c'barge t.'>.at black power 'W'oU.ld on.1.y lead .to vi:olence 
and that indeeti thu iJ.a~ 1tc11 only 1? l;:-po,a-to sc-ir the l'eopl.c to violent 
pcolatt. The Daacons for Defet\S,. o'bnrva their rola, _, a ptotective 0t1e. •• 

in -::he-place o:f adeq_o.r..a l1>cal and 11ut• police 1>rotecld,On ,bi Southern 
sta!;E!I such ait Lu· •.1,i..:u -.•~ th"J' b<!~:,m. and _m Mi.ad.seippi. vh<n:,1, 
~rcl't&<s "'er,i ~1.oc~c,-J f.-.i P!tlla·l"'1p4! . .i b~ hecltla:1's anil pol.i.ce 11101ted 
51.<w.l.y and ~=l'mt:.y Co pl:8'\~nt \lh}'si<!al hart:8.8Sllimt:. 



Mississippi - U 

Thei,e a-tee few recorded instances of the Deacoos' carrying 
out t;heir philosophy a.nd many more unirecorded. But thaJ.r effectiveness 
is doubtful in the £ace of _forces lilce those 9ct: Can~!!· Tn,e 1asue. of 
violence '311d non-violence goes heiond self-defense hdwever end is more 
concerned with asgiresaion, pa'tticular1y 111 large ll!ettopolitan centers. 
The guest:11111 of success in hand-to-baad cOl!lbet u elrud}' answered. 'It 
is lq!oes1hle to invuion victO'I'}'. 'l'be ,;hiu -power atru,ctuire bas ~ the 
""a'PClne and nU the tt0ops-tlhe local 11olue, the state t-roopera, the 
st:ate mil:itle and anally Che fedei:41 tl'Oopa-eo guall .any kind of violeu.t 
p1>0teat: of an ovel'.C nature. 

Another kind af violcmce ·may be tju.J.b> effeoU>,a, however, if 
v:iolenoe J:s CO b-e pursued. hi a dfscueaJ.on b&tvaen Bev, .Jall!e8" La"son of 
~phis, TenneaBee, and some of the !DilitilnCs durltlg .e meeting the second 
night in cantan, some ~ti.tins wer" r41aed 0011ceni1J>g a ccnlltroctive. 
kind of violence adopting the go-rills warfare tactics, but: 'OOt for the 
sake ofidlli'Q8. 

'Die followtng lft'e 111:y id.eae which .ae bot11 adopted from that die­
cuaeton and added to £ram. other com,e-reatiooe: 

An ez:ample of gu.e:rtUa. V1.oleaoe Dtigb£ be tb select a 1Ues1se1ppi 
town !Ind }U8D a tbcn:!Ml&h end fa.at ~eta on all tho Stott owners about 2:00 
11,111, Thie vould produce o 'maasi.ve ~ami.c bunien oo tlie town :l.f 1>rscU­
caUy ·ill 111ercbani!ic&a was clei!tro:,ed c&ome Sul:ldi>y monutlg. Uie fol.lott-up 
dnl.ld be 1n the fo= of demanda -..!deb sbould t,e met in many cttlee to 
prevent the !N?CUrreoce of ouch en. epucic!e 1n otbe.r ~. Ooe town l,OULl 
serve ll1I a t110d.el. tf that di,4 not wJk, othe,: mode.111 1rlgbt b1> set up. 

Ao 4n al.r:e.ni.atj..ve to such me.thod& of v1Pl~nee, it bae ae.en 
offered that n.on-v-1.olence. lias not plumbeci the c!eptbi; of pqseibU.ities yet. 
'I'® iseue is that ~-'lrlol.eoce. u- a lll"'tbGd of pd.eking- the eonsciances of 
the oppressOTs bas fa.Ued to prick their couaci.e.ucea. e.ltlu>st es U tl\ey bad 
c& super-<l!go which had no concepc of ;eepeet .for J.ife snd pt'Clperty of the 
oppressed. U os,.e cannot ~t the coµscunee, theu get the poc.ket.-boolr. and 
get at the reason and lbgie o.f the oppi:eesoni who operau ttnly oi>t. of ee.l.f­
intereat. lt seems that the aJ.tomat.J.ves rill lie bet,,eeu ue'I,' .f.orti,9 of 
non--.iol.eace ot- ecan0111$.ca.lly dea~iva violence. 

Along the. non-violeni:.e -line, wltat -1.f Gll!Saive traffic tJ.-ps 
~ caoded ou1: 1.n Cs"N?ty major c,ity 111. the United States, drive-h>s qn 
ai~orts • effe..:civ-e bloo.ld.og of pub,11.c tranapcrrtatlon syste!D6, uss.tvo 
factory walkouts in an end;x.e .city not j~st f~ p~-!u.kes but. for better 
job poait:ione. 

'lo accompli$h &11Glf fe.ats would neoe.saitate awiatrJ.va o-r,genuatLon 
and 4tacip1ill.e ~s 6111811 coRDDando un:1.t:s ociµ.ld accompllah the rtolent 
tact.i.cs, 'In tem,e cif the pree.i; of tiir,e, 11beer logic lem:is in fttVar of 
econOJld.c vJ.olence as QVO.Tagdni>t the long-tern process necessary for aon­
violenc.e.. Such t.s the g,;iel ot IIIAUY riots b11t tlots ~ 11eld011 weU planned 
a1thoug_h lllB.llY believe tbat. th:.ts trend 111 cbaogi113, 



rf eCOll,Olllic violence 1s to be cattied out in major cltle11 U 
11118t l>e carrte<i out on the main street.a, Mad1Bo11. au.4-Michigan IIYemiu, 
not in the al\11118, It should not be carTted out 111 the form of looting, 
but in such a vay ae to leave tl1e wrthless, useless goods OD the bands of 
Cbe awmers. Economic .-tol~e. 1D8y include sabotage of powu sourc-es vbJ.cb 
'<IOll.ld crtppla ent1.re c1t1ea, ~iie of public tt'an&portation systems, 
and other such tacttcs vtdch WQU-ld 08Uae great aconomic 1.nconventaµc:a to 
the 1/bite power sttuccui::e. 

It ahou.ld be alear t:ha.t_ such ec.tlvtuaa ba ea.rrted out in 
conjunction ¢,tb overall- 11lane fo:r !!Brti.cu.lA:r demands t.o be met an_d how 
those de!llBilds ara to be met.. Slleb acttvi.t:J.ee can.tad oµt 1.n_ a react:1onary 
fo.sh1.on, 1n )latl;'t!d and bit.t:erneait ld.11 ptobab1y accomplish little. 

A ft.nu issue which t would patticularly be concerned (fitl) 1it the 
19911& o( d1sc1p.l:1o.e, No l,'evolul::1.on !las e11er been succea11,ful withouc dis• 
c1pUne. Some of the ci,til rlght:s oi-gani~a.ttons are begton1og t:o r<;mlUe 
chla but are doing 11.t!~ about. u. SCLC 131:&ff spa begfnn1ng to talk a.bout 
diacipllne btlt they (liUst coma a loog way to perfect it. 

SNCC and SCLO both seem to ba,re captured the awsi::anha of the 
nee.er for common cause and for pl.atm1.a8 fur their t1'Dops. Without a dis~ 
cipl;t.ned teak fotce to carry these planB out; how81!'8-t, succe11i; 1.a doubtful. 
Bea-ides tltl.s • the plans are U11Ually incomp.!Jate and too mu_c.h dev~oped from 
the top down instead of doing the Vftt:,- thing 1n the n.voluUon t~t it ls 
a11ppo11ed to GCCQ!lli>l.ish--1.nvolve tile peop-1e in the decuioo maJdng pY:<>cess. 
However. 11nce tbe de~:ion le ~aehe4, 4:lse1p11:ne 1s aecessary 1D both 
tra101og for and carrying out the tJ>Ct~c,s. 




