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Election Das

7 “nce "Izancipation"”, the first sizeable balloting by Negro Mississippians in a state-
Vioe roomary, took place on T June==-~the dav after James !aredith was bushwacked on a road
ncor Hernando, Mississippi. This cannot be construs? a3 cn isolated event. Rather, it is
onz “n a series of warnings by a desperate Mississipoi politicel power structure that the
cinle of Mississippl still intends to coforee its L0L.yezr old policy of barring Negroes
froi the polls. Despite fear of brutel reprisals---cizaractorised by the cowardly assas=-
siiation attempt on Mer-lith---and despite mmerous irresuloriiiecs at the polls, approxi-
matzely 55,000 Negroes cast their ballols en T Junz. Althoush Jomes Eastland was credited
wit . renomination, Clifton Whiteley, the MFDP-=zrdor-cd Dzmocratie candidate for the Senate,
ouiu~nolled Eastland in some Mississipri ecounties. e ars sorry net to be able to give ex-
act details on this last sizteme:zt, bul Wilis 15 dus %o th: incorpleterness of the informa-
tics released by the state and tha difficulty of aseurate iaterrretation of the facts.

After hearing of the shooting of Meradith, MIP candidates pointed out on the eve of
ti: primories that the most effective way to uphold the principles for which Meredith was
mar:bing, would be to turn out in large mmbers at the polls the next day. However, MFDP
attorneys by wire, motioned the Federal cuurts to stay the primaries because of the possible
acverse e’fects of the Meredith assassincbion attem>t. This was denied by the courts.

MFD® merbers stood watch in many of the polls in the siale despite attempts of election of-
ficlols in at least six counties to bar ihese poll watchers from the voting premeses. Among
other problems encountered at the polls were the prcsence of armed sheriffs and deputy sher-
it7s at the polls; many registered legroes were 2ot on tha vebing lists of the election
cleiis; despite a state voting regulatici. that recuires percons standing in line at the

ir~. of closing be permitted to vote, this vas completely ignored (in fact, there are reports
thot whites were pulled from the line andl permitted to vole at this time after which the
polls were closed: thus again denying the: rights of Nerrozs to vote). The election day ef-
ferin of MFDP were complemented by poll watchers fron I0T@DS COUNTY FREEDOM ORGANISATION,
IL7UAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, NATIONAL STURTHT ASSCCL.TICH, W13 LORTOERN STUDENT MOVEMENT,
CJ™. and the STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDIIE.T. CMMIT EE werkers of Mississippl. A delega-
tica £ seven congressmen was also on hand o ohzerve *he bealloting.

SOATIDE EROGRAY
The MFDP, heartened by the large *urnoui despite the irtimidations and other election

Nov:iber as independents. Coupled with thase campaigzns vill be o massive voter registration
drive already underway in conjunetion with the continuatlion of Mzredith's march to Jackson.

SUITLC ER PROGUOSIS
As a result of the organising effort in the town of Sunflower, approximately 80% of

%" L2groes registered there went to the polls to cast their vote. The responsibility for
get.inz out the voters lay eatirely in the hands of the block captains of the town, since
the rtaff were needed in other towns iz thz county. This large twnout was despite the
fact that a great deal of the Negroes had teen placed on incorrect books by the registrar,
and that MFDP poll watchers were barred from the polling places. The turizout in the other
towns of Sunflower County ranged from Z% to 8G%.



<D=
SUMMARY

It is indeed clear that as a result of the organising efforts of MFDP workers in Sun-
flower County, the large participation of Negro voters demonstrates the express intent ¢f
the community to take munieipal office in the forthcoming elections. The MFDP calls on its
friends in the north to:

(1) redouble htheir efforts to pressure the Attorney General to assign mobile

federal registrars to Sunflower County in particular, and the 600 other counties

across the South that presently do not have federal registrars. This will under-

line the original and continued demands made by the MFDF since last year, and it

will also be in support of the principals of the Jackson march of the present.

Your senators and congressmen, and the President should be re-notified of this demand.

(2) aseist in the summer voter registration drive by providing salaries for commun-
ity peopl= so that they can work full time with the MFDP. FPresently, the MFDP

has only fiv9 paid staff and feels that it is mandatory that local people receive
subsistence to free them for full time voter registration and education work with
us. There are a dozen persons in Sunflower now working full time with us at no
salary. This situation i4 duplicated throughout the state.

(3) The need is desperate, also, for funds to pay for the increasing phone bills,
costs of telegrams, rents, and other indispensable services. Immediate fund-
raising in earnest is needed.

MFDFP AND THE MARCH

Through the efforts of the MFDP, the continuation of Meredith's march has increas-
ingly come to deal with the vital problems of voter registration confronting Negro Mis-
sissippians. The march has been slowed in order to register Negroes, at the rate of 200
per day, along the route of the march. HNeedless to say, MFDP local leaders have been in
the foreground.

Cn another level, the press conference held by James Meredith and MFDP Chairman
Lawrence Guyot was inaccurately reported in the news releases. Both Meredith and Guyot
read prepared statements which were ignored in the reports. The essential statement by
Meredith emphasised his support for the aims of the MFDP and in particular his support
for MFDP senatorial candidate Clifton Whitely. Guyot's statement pointed out the signi-
ficance of the political organisation done by the MFDP. He emphasised that this was
supported by the fact that 12% of the votes tabulated went in support for the MFDP candi-
dates. Guyot's second main point was the MFDP attorneys are filing suit in the Federal
Courts to have the 7 July cut-off date extended to 7 September so that persons who will
have become registered during the summer will be permitted to vote in the November
elections.
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