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; ·.:.:c "::..:nil::ipation", the first sizeable balloting l..y negro ~assissippians in a state­
,_._ - -~OJary, took place on 7 June---the da;r after James )"·;rcdit!l wns bushwacked on a road 
n::-·." Hernando, 14ississippi. 'This cannot be construt·~. :.s c.n i::.oJ/:1;;e1 event . Rather, it is 
on:> ··.n a series of warnings by a desperate l~isni~fii!>-_>i p•ll:i:~::..::l'.l po·•er structure that the 
:::· .•. ;) of Mississippi still inte:ld:J to cnfo::-~e ::.ta :.c::; .y,;:.r oH y.:>).icy of barring Negroes 
f 1·v. • the polls . Despite fca-:- of b-:-ute.l reln ie:tlS·· .. -(.::o -:-M~ .:-\s ed by the cowardly assas-
si· t7lon attempt on Mer~·Uth-- -::>~rl de~pite nlll:lr-,ro·~ ; il'J.~~-..L'..-ri·c:Lc<3 e.t the polls, approxi­
m·~-~ --·Y 55,000 Negroes cast their ballot.; o~ 7 Jun~. ·'•'.t:.'lou::_h .::·.:::!les Eastland was credited 
wi' .. renomination, Clifton Whiteley, the MFJ)P-·Rd<'c:-~.l D::.·.•o .. ::'1L<..c candidate for the Senate, 
on., .. :r.olled Eastland in some !Ussis~ipr;:i counties. :::- nr: ~c-·~·y nc"; to be able to give ex­
ac cletails on this last st-;.tr.mc~t, bt·.t ·i,l: s < ·, (.;;.·~ '.o t>- ' <.:-c~~J.et10ness of the informa-
ti . released by the state and th~ dif:':Jculty of ;;. .<;'.ll''lt~ h·~~~·:>rctntion of the f'acts . 

After hearing of' the shooting of t:e.":'~Hh, M'•t·::> ca!:eidat<'S pointed out on the eve of 
tr Fi:JC:o:-ies that the most effective •·ay to uphold the p;:inciples for which ~leredith was 
r.k:l :1~.:1(!, would be to turn out in large nt11ll~e;:s at ·:;he poD.s t"e nc.'<t day. However , MFDP 
e.tt orneys by wire, motioned the Federal cJ u1.·ts to si ay tl>e pri~:-.~ics because of the possible 
ad•:cxse erects of the Meredith e.ssassim·~ion attem?:; . ~!l~.s we.s de.o.ied by the courts. 
~WD"' m:.:'!:lers stood watch in ~~n:r of' the polls in th:;o ste.~c r.e-;pite attempts of election of'­
fi.;.:.a::.s in at lea$t e:!.x <:OUJlt:i.es to bar 'Vl¢Sc poll watciwrr. frcm the vot1cg preme!ieE; . Among 
othc;· proble:ns encountered at the polls ucre the y::c ::c:2r.c <-f "":::-:(1. sheriffs and deputy sher­
i >:' . • at the polls; many regis·~ered ti~groes l<erc ;-, ,t on t he vc.t:!.:l3 lists of' the election 
cl~· .. . s; despite a state vocing reguJ.atic <. that l'e(!t .irc:; pcr:;ons standing in line at the 
t:,:- ,,f closing be permitted to vote, this n.s cc:tpl.c~E>)y :!.(:!nored {in fact, there are reports 
t.C-·~ · :11 tes were pulled from ·;.be line an:1 permj_ttod ~o veta at this time after which the 
pol:•.:; 11ere closed : thus again denying th.; rights of l:e.·Toc::; to vo~e) . The election day ef­
fo . .-·~ :.1' !~? were complemen~cd by poll wat<.lte:cs f1·o:1 ! -::::~::''l COU:lT'i FREEDOM ORGANISATION, 
J:~;~ .:\L COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, NATIONAL S':U'" ·iT ASSCCL .:·tc;J, !i;B r;JJ<Ti!ERN STUDENT MOVEMENT, 
C0. ' and the STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDn;; ~- CX!>l!T'.U ;:crkcrs of l~ississippi . A delega­
ti·. 1 .:.< seven conaressmen was also on hend i;o observe > 2e bP.llotin~ . 

'The MFDP, heartened by the large •urno~.:t despite th~ ir. ~imidat1ons and other election 
11:.:.• <llarities, has announced th!'.t car.eidat -:s will be r~r:::--.in:?; in the general elections in 
Nov -,:t'.::er as independents . Coupled llith tr.~se cempaig:J3 ~Cill ben ::Jassive voter registration 
dr.:.:c already underway in conjunction'· ·.th the cont1m:::o.:.o:1 of !:crc1i th's march to Jackson. 

SUJ;:n.c· 2R PRCGl!OS:iS 
As a result of the organising ef'f•)rt in the town of S.mi'lo••er, approximately 8Cf{, of 

•·· ·.-.Jgroes registered there went to the p':D s to c:>.st their vote. The responsibility f'or 
eet· .i n:; out the voters lay e:-1-tirely in th~ hands of the bJ.ocl< captains of the town, since 
the ~ t.'\f'f were needed in other towns 1:: the county. 'Ii1is large turnout was despite the 
faci· > .. hat a great deal of the Negroes had been placed on incorre::t books by the registrar, 
and ~•.:at MFDP poll watchers were barred from the polliP.g places . llie ~-.:~ ·:out in the other 
towns of Sunflower County ranged from ;: 4- to 8cJf. . 
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It is indeed clear that as a result of the organising efforts of MFDP workers in Sun­
flower County, the large participation of Negro voters demonstrates the express intent ct 
the community to take municipal office in the forthcoming elections . The MFDP calls on its 
friends in the north to: 

(1) redouble htheir efforts to pressure the Attorney General to assign mobile 
federal registrars to Sunflower County in particular, and the 600 other counties 
across the South that presently do not have federal registrars. This will under­
line the original and continued demands made by the MFDP since last year, and it 
will also be in support of the principals of the Jackson march of the present. 
Your senators and congressmen; and the President should be re-notified of this demand. 

(2) assist in the sUll!lller voter registration drive by providing salaries for commun­
ity peopl'!' so that they can work full time with the MFDP. Presently, the MFDP 
has only f"•>r x;aid staff and feels that it is mandatory that local people receive 
sUbsistence-tO free them for full time voter registration and education work with 
us. There are a dozen persons in Sunflower now working full time with us at no 
salary. This Gituation is duplicated throughout the state. 

(3) The need is desperate, also, for funds to pay for the increasing phone bills, 
costs of telegrams, rents, and other indispensable services. Immediate fund­
raising in earnest is needed. 

MFDP AND THE !-'ARCH 

Through the efforts of the I(FDP, the continuation of Meredith's march has increas­
ingly come to deal with the vital problems of voter registration confronting Negro Mis­
sissippians . The march has been slowed in order to register Negroes, at the rate of 200 
per day, along the route of the march. Needless to say, MFDP local leaders have been in 
the foreground. 

On another level, the press conference held by James Meredith and MFDP Chairman 
Lawrence Guyot was inaccurately reported in the news releases. Both Meredith and Guyot 
read prepared statements which were ignored in the reports. 'Ihe essential statement by 
Meredith emphasised his support for the aims of the MFDP and in particular his suppoct 
for MFDP senatorial candidate Clifton Hhite1y. Guyot's statement pointed out the signi­
ficance of the political organisation done by the MFDP. He emphasised that this was 
supported by the fact that 12% of the votes tabulated went in support for the MFDP candi­
dates. Guyot's second main point was the MFDP attorneys are fi~ing suit in the Federal 
Courts to have the 7 July cut-off date extended to 7 September so that persons who will 
have become registered during the SUI!'illler will be permitted to vote in the November 
elections. 
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