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THE 66 HOUR MMATHON PROGRAM OUTLINE

During the presidential Conference "To Fulfill These Rights"' Howard

University students (under the auspices of the Political Thought and

Action Group) are sponsering a 66 Hour Marathon for a Free D.C. The

66 Hour Marathon will begin Tuesday, Mat 29 at 12:00 p.m. with the

arrival of conference delegates and will end Thursday, May 2 at 12:00 a.m.

with the official closing of the conference. Between the beginning and

the conclusion of the conference, Howard students representing all

segments of the campus community will be selling Free D.C. buttons to

all individuals invloved with the conference and will be urging each

delegate to support a resolution demanding Congressional legislation

giving Home Rule to the District of Columbia. As they preform these

functions, Howard students will be launching a nation wide publicity

campaign designed to sitmulate national interest in and support of the

the D.C. Home Rule drive. Each organization connected with the Marathon

will therefore play an all important role in the success of the Marathon

in terms of carrying out the Marathon program and in terms of stimulating

priceless publicity for the Free D.C. movement. It is imperative that

we all realize the gravity of the responsibility each of us has undertaken.

A&cordingly:

e it known that ws the students of Heorard University,

recognizing our responsibility to cur people and to ourselves, do hereby

solely undertake to throw our whole bodies, souls, and minds into the

task of achieving for our people the human dignity that is curs by natural

lsr, and the full civil rights and political freedoms that are ours by

virtue of having been born into this society of the United States of

America.

The white e House Conference

About two weeks before the hite House Confer-nce "To Fulfill

These Ri"hts"; Fv" was anroached by several students from

t oward (so"e of whom had been very active withY:Free D.C.)

about a nro-ra, that they wanted to darry .on during the White

TIue Conf-rence. They proposed a 66 hour marathon (plan was

attacked). The Idea was to distribute literature, talk to.

dele-ates about the lack of the right to vote for D.C. and

sell Free :D.C. Buttons. After much discussion, Free D.C.

decided to support the project. 'rot to support it meant that

we would have lost the only possible inroad into Howard because

these were the most active and radical students there.

Tn the meantim., I had received an invitation to the White

TTouse Conference. There was much discussion as to whether I

should To. com- neonle felt that there was an advantage in

noinf as a representative of the Free C.C., while making it

clear that I sunnorted the national SNCC's position. Others

filt that the conference was no good; therefore the people

there were no "ood. After much discussion, it was decided

that FDCM4 would have no delegate to the Conference (attack is

first nave of tress release). After this was settled, there

was a great deal of discussion as to whether I should even be

on the premises. I felt that my presence on the premises would

give the Howard students support. Moreover, a number of us

felt that if F or 700 delegates wore Free C.C. buttons, this

would be a victory over Joe Raub, Jr. ( of MFDP fame). In

addition, there was discussions as to whether to join Julius

Hobson's picket line. (About a month before the Conference,

Hobson had said that he would have a 1000 man all-black
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picket line). Many of us felt that if we were going to picket the Conference

(the Sheraton Park is one of the worst places to picket because of layout

and size) we should have started planning two or three weeks earlier.

Moreover, the SNCC boycott had brought forth very little positive response.

Most of the sentiment was negative, even among grass roots people. After

thorough discussion, the majority of people in Free D.C. decided that FDCM

would not join Hobson's Thursday morning picket line. FDCM also decided

that during the picketing, no one would cross the line to even enter the

Hotel to sell buttons.

Juliz had a picket line of about 75 perana. (40 .from New York and about

30-35 from Washington).

On the opening night of the Conference FDCM had a rally across the street

from the Conference, About a hundred delegates showed up. I attended the

Conference in body pnly. I never registered, nor did I attend any of the

sessions. I mostly lobbied for the delegates going on record supporting

the "Right to vote for Washington D.C.

Joe Rauh and others were trying to get "their" resolution through each

of the twelve panels. We wanted to get a "Free D.C. Voting Rights"

resolution through. After much lobbying, the Rauh forces threw in the'

towelaid Free D.C. got its resolution through 11 of the 12 panels. 'his

in my opinion was a local political victory.

The Howard students collected about 1500 signatures from the delegates

and sold about 500 buttons.

Marion Barry, Jr. aid Washington SNCC
Free D.C. Movement (FDCM)

To: S'TCC Central Committee August 1, 1966

'rom: Marion Bart±y, Jr. and !ashinerton S'CC
Re: Fre n .C. movementt FnCM)

Aft-r watching the frustrated efforts of local "Home Rule'
Committee and Civic Organizations losin .+he ritrht to vote
battle to a nowe'fui coalition onh art of the business community
anel Soutrn racist Con -ressme-n,Washin rton S"CO decided to
enter the strul--r-1 for self-go'-rnment ih the ?ation's capital
and to try to Div,- it nw imputers by introducing methods
that hav- been a+ least partially successful elsewhere-education
and mobilization of the neonle, economic pressure on businessmen
by withholdin- our money from those who did not support the
richt to vote and, wh-n necessary, demonstration.

A successful bus boycott, organized by SMCC in January to
protest a nickel increase in bus fares, gave the people of
w4ashirton some faith in their own power and provided the needed
momentum - nor an action organization dedicated to self-government
for the district. The bus boycott gave Washingtonians a sense
of power.

After a couple of organizational meetings to which poverty
workers, civil rights people, college students, and'religious
leaders were invited. There were 40 people at the first
meetin and F at the second meeting. The idea of launching
the Free D. C. Move-ment was discussed and support pledged.
The Free D. C. 'ovement was launched February 21, 1966. Besides
SNCC, sunnort for the new movement was pledged by Ret...Lter
Fauntrev Suffra-en Bishop Paul Mtoore (Co-Chairman- D.C.

Tion of Conscience a group.of 3. religious and civil
ri hts organizations th-t h welfare cases and

a-e so'n nre'vious eff_.ort en behalf of "-tome Rule D .C.
Chamber or Comerce (rdominally egro.business group) Uptown
nro-ress (2 civic and professional groups) several UPO centers
citizens advisory council (these are th- local "poor" people)
and Rev. F .Tailse e 'ecti'e director !!AACP.

At that time FDC'? announced plans to counter the Washington
Board of Trade's 1tn0,O000 'ation Wide Campaign (which has been
claiming local residents don't really want the right of self
government ) by garnerin our own support from the business
coi-'unity. A Washington barber, JohndDiggs, had agreed to
head un a hMraat's and-Businessmen's Committee to Free D.C."
and to contact herchta with oevoral requests; to.sign a
petition for the right to vo;te send teiosr-me in sure-t t
President Johnson and certain members of Congress; display a
5 7 orange and black Free D.C. sticker in his window; and to
make a contribution to the movement.

within two days the Free D.C. Movement (FDCM) had been
branded as "extortionists", the new Al Capone's "blackmailers"
and a couple of other prize phrases, by the opponents of self
government an; "ome Rule" in Congress. Mr. Diggs, suffering
from a heart condition which we had been unaware of, received
more than 70 phone calls, including one from the Chief of Police.
Mr. Digs resigned, necessitating a restructure of the FDCM,


