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Bill Banta, Shcp Ferpuson, and 1ight Forcster mace a trip stopfoing at
Tent City near Greemville, Ciweland and Puleville, lississippi} and
Celma and Lowndcs County Ttnt City in ‘1abara. T'nm was tha first trip
with our Citizens Band radio, 1t works beautifully, The trip went well,
and the boye got scie really good slides, both BfV and color,

Between that trip and the onc we are paking tomorrew, we have had te
overcone another scrics of disaster befalling the truck, = e of which we
never exm eted in the north, On April 9, Bill frice wazs making piekups in
preparacion for a trip, Ye was in the South Chore section of Chicago when
fcur toughs jurped him, took the truck, md burned it at 91st and gregier,
We 1s t about 5 ton of food and clothing in the blaze, The cab of the truek
and the engine woere unharmed, as were the new tires the United Jjuto Vorkers
hed piven ug. Our radic wes not in the truck at the time, But the von was
extcnniw:]*_.r Canaged--the top was buckled in from the heat, and the scane on
the side unwelded, anc all the plywooc facing and tailgate were destroyed,
Tie wiring was aloo ¢amaged, This did not upsct ub as ruch as the fact that
vandals had then written "ni-ger go home" all over the burnt surfoee, Ve
have no insurancc on the truck except liability frenm the state risk peol,

Vie bore the brunt of the loss, which was not so mueh a financial sctback as
a shock and a heartbreaking clcansup and repair job which wasted a lot of
tire and canpower, e wish to thank the lartin Gas Station ot 'Foster and
Grecen Bag, and Rebinson's Iobilgas on Ererson for their help in lending us
tools and space, and lr, and lrs, Klciman for donating the paint, Ilesse
say thank you for us if you matronize those gas stations and let thom know
that the supportors of Freedon Irivers arpreciate their help

Ve atgeopted enother trip on /pril 28th, This time the old engine threw
a rod, The replaccrent of the éngine was a financial disaster--it €ost over
400 hundred dollars, /[lwuost all of that care cut of the pockets of the dri-
vero: DParbara litchell, Jerry Einstandig, lec Bannmor, and lon Fox, These
drivors cammot afford this cxpensc and must sopehow be raid back, Tie also
have $390,00 runm up in gas on the ercdit cards of three of the drivers, Ve
need! your help to keep o ing, . lot of people down South depend on us and
arc alrcady suffering ifron the delays we have has in getting this load of
supplics to them, They newded scrc offiec machinery and conpaigning in the
primaries in Miscissippi and /labema, %o feiled to_get it te them because
of the hijacking and burning and subscouent engine broakdown, and also for
the lack of adcnuate finmncial support. e can stand the tise we losc, the
chances we take, an’ the adeidents that hapreén. But we cannot stand failure,
tie 2rc leaving again tomorrow for Indianola, Cleveland, luleville, Greonwood,
tiarke, and Benton County btississirpi. Two of us are putting our croceit card s
out for the last timc as far as the oil ccompanics arc concerned, (ic would
1ike, after all the work we hawve dome, to keep thoe truck going, cspecially
with the expected inercasc in ci®il rights activity this surmer, "he best -
way you could help us would be to arrange a speaking enpagenent and slide
showing with your church, volitical group, social club, or some gathering,
e know there “ru other ways te raisc coney, but onc of cur purposes is to
imvolve pore interested Iorthern liberols in the Zouthern vovenent, and
the slide showing and speaking cppgapenent provides not only & fund-raising
situation, but also a situation in which people can sce for thoemselwes what
iz currently joing on in the Scuth; and wherc they can tect our difvers, who
drive and meintain a truck
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vital north-south supply line for the elvil righis movement.
Lee Bankhead, BNCC sccretary ror Washington County wrote us:

"Ferguson snd the others were follcwed after they were
stopped in Clarksdale. Bul my husband, Rev. Hughes, and Mr.
Holmes and myself saw them safely into 'Arkansas. We made 1%
over the brildge when the cops were changing shifts. The cops
are shlll convinced that theboys are hiding ocut somewh=re in
the county and keep circling the blccl looking, bub by now fher
are safe in little Rock.

this morning we tock the clothes and the Loye o the
lee 8t: settlement h-ouse. The children named the big stuflfed
bunny Mr. Freed:m Driver to rrmember the people of Chi cago.
Jome o0ld ladies who Lave had nothing bul cornmeal mush for sever-
al weeks were itreated to an instant breskissi snd some canne
frult. W2 thark ycu all fr-m the bobiom of cur hearts. The
old paaplﬂ used Lo say, “ch drops goed Ghings down your chim-
ney." Now they talk sbout s truck He sends from the north to
gshow them that there is stlll a Ged of love in this world.®

The movement In the Scuth needs and spprecilates what we
bring, but they also have the courage and tlLe ingen:ity toc gco
right shead witheut supplies, which msk2a them gll the more
vicrthwhile for us teo give to and help oui. Obtis Brown, Airactcr
of the profect in Indlanola, Sunflower County, writes:

FAs I told you before, we slready lmve the permii to Luiid
the csnter, butu we have baraly begun to werk on the cenier.
We will nol have a conarete Iicor, becauses we could not gesd
anyone to gsell us concrete for the purpose. 8o we will have n
wooden f{loor and & tin %op. What caused the changos in the fcp
was beceuaga w2 didn't have encugh money Lo do the Jch with any.
thing elge.”

¥2 knew many of you are sircd oy eonbhributing toc ke
Mlgsimgaippl movement over ai :ver sgain, IJ% ipg natural to feel
"I gave once and “hat ig enough.? Mogi o ug who drive could
feel tha same way- that 1L was annugh te pc down with the flirgt
wave of xalLrﬂeera in thefsymmer cof ‘6, and now we are ihrough.
But with the moveisn® in Misclselppi, cnes Lenth encugh. Thav
Hmovement ig being qught wown by town, voie by vote, and too
often life by 1life. Thers péver was and there won’{ be any
" onece' in this struggle. It will be day %o day, over and over,
We muei stay to hold the gaine we've msde, and try with the Tew
workers we have to @o whore we haven't been before. We'll keep
going 1T you'll keep helpingWithout exception, the drivers in
our group &are physically exhausted and 41nansiallx in debt.
PPlease don't leave us like that. And plesse don't stop ai
writing ug a check. We are appalled ai and invelved in whnt ia
going on in the South, and we wani to tell ss many people s
possible abéut, until maybe Jjust as many pecple are inuverested
in the poor man ‘e Tight in Mississippl as they sre in the riel
manis war in Viet Nam. Let ts spesk to yrur group and show slid-
es~ let your friends meet us and know what we do.

Yours for freedom,

Beroasra Mitochell
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