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Ifl.AY 11, 1 966 
SNCC STAl!'F CONFT:RIY CE 

ASSUlllPTIONS MADE BY SNCC 

1 ~ We c:.re uil equa l a ; 110 cc ... tter our bc:... c~ground or trc.A.ini~. 

· Thio g ener a t e d the pr0blco of penple dcoiring to colve que ofunr: 

thru con~ en:::iuc. During the 1964 Free do n StiLL er ~~~ny of tm 
decio ionn gere _oa de by oo c ulled eonoennu a ' 

2. V/8 v,;c:: r e going to c c.:..u oe c.... revolution; Gke b <...o ic poli tice:.l 

[.IJ.d ec0nocic dhungeo in th c 0untry thru tre non-violm t t rthod . 

*'We c.i. idn' t opeLk ::.bout integr <. tion. 

4. We opokc of th 11rcdh .- oe d ooci~.- t y ". In 1961 thi· 1 <· ~ o the 

c.innri t.y pooi t ion of Bc r nrd Lc:.f c:.yette , Ch<.r lcn Sherrod <..:nd 

othc;; ro. 

5. We vJOul<.l :...;c r1d pc npl L intn co;:.t md tic :.:; t o :.: t <-.y Ll.ll to g c....in 

the truot of the loc L.l 'people . 

·6. SNCC W<.:.G b r.<~:dcc.lly conpooed of young colleg e a tudenta v1ho 

would ·vmrk for SNCC a i no ; vvhi te o in th- white cooLuni ty c::.nd 

bl t.cko in the blL.ek com:.uni ty. 

7. JKoplo in the c ou: .. uni tic c c ould not <..fford to nupport u o 

becuu c they ~re too poor . 

8. 

who 

9. 
the 
The 

Dcnonotr<~tiono y:;c r e in conflict Hi th the ri~x nhi te r <lc:ktc 

would a int~in public ~ccocod~tiono. 

Our work wnuld be d one: in t}lc; blr•ck belt. We \~ nul cl C i .. b Lr<.LC O 

c ountry o0rc by throwing i up the drcga thutg wer e there . 

effect would be nutionc.l und intern t.ioru.~l. 

10. Mili t t.ncy u :.nt no .:.:c::l t:.ry. Th<. t pe0plc Hould live on c;ub­

o i o t e :u.ce . \,qo un c: .. o::..;uoption . People on the ct8.ff a h ould not . 

get uorc thc:.n the people in the coo:.1unity. B.y liniting the · 

. r.;.Llount of oonc y people could Qc;.:.rn, corruption -..1ould a e prev ented 
11. We l 8<..1r ned tb.L.t dire ct <..ction und voter r cgiotr c.... tion \vcre 
one: • 

1.2. We v;ould oupport bL:.ck c t~ndid~tc a b e cu.uoe they would help 
:.- DD"Yivn-t.u people. 

l3 . If we · r u i oed ooney , we weuld be CvlTllptcd--tlu.'t .ohould be 

left -t;.., o thc'l' ""Org:.:. n:i z..:..-ti011n. Th.i.u t:~·usht I'r cv<..~ilcd until 
:t~4 . 
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p~ge t wo-- ~ccucptiono 

1964 • 
14. Sherrod de cided i n the oucLer of 1962 tht we Ghould hve 

our1nc r pro j e cto . The i ooue of bl~cko u.nd \1hi t eo worki ng 

toge ther v~c. o fc_ced c...nd Sherrod de cided wU t eo ~ould be u oed c...o 

t < poli ticul. \?cc::.pon. · They would D<..ke vioible the t error • 

For t wo yec. .. ro t .tr r e would b e no Hhi t eo in Mi c o i c::: ippi be c t..u ce 

the c t u tc YH.:..o too difficult for then to work. 

15. Courtlnd Cox ot.id th.,..t . th ::;i t-ine <..r~d frecdoo rideo were 

t9 bre&k down the b urriero whi t eo h a d eut r.~.bliohed; i nterpre t e d 

na tiom .. lly thin \iLO ~n c.;.tteDpt to get into thh t o ocie ty we were 

k ept out of. 

16. We c..cke d the fed~rc...1 gove r noent to ht~.nd u o oolutiono 1tothe 

prob1euo in civil rithto. Our proj e ction to the preoo urd 

&gencieo of the: governi:IJ nt uuch rw th: Juotice Departr:.c ntt 

WCJ.O an uttenpt ut vioibilitl• 

·17. John Lewio &nl dlther o t u.lke.d of "redcopt .i ve suffering". 

Hm,£~rd Uni v cr oi t.y c tudent o h a.d cont.r a.ry idcc.: .. o c... bout ouffe rir.g • 

18. We quulit&tively ::.,ccepte d the g over :ru:mt' s ouggcotion tht 

we. work in voter r egi otru. tion. Still tho ooti on \n:.o t o get into 

the:: cotubliohcd oyo tor:. . Our r e couroc v;&o ~lrnl.yo to publicize 

our c ctiono u1d contu.ct tho f edcr u.l governuont. The Murch 

in Wr,ohington oyr:rbolized yverything we hc...d \,orkr.: d for up to tha.t 

point--intogrution. 

The firot brc,c...k in our de.:; irc to integr L.t c c c...ne when Bob 

Mooe o c t c_rte d developing pc...r ellol otructur eo in Miooiooippi • 

The Miooiooippi Freedoo Deoo cra tic P<-rty Laked the · queo t ion: 

wc::.o there uny r oo t:l for Negroc o in the De;.;o r t:.tic pa rty. The 

n.now0r v;u.o: "There i :::; roon for two, but the r eot Gu ot c it in 

the b u.lcony." 

*Bchvee::n 1961 <. .nd 1964 we c.~lw<..yo u.oke: d the people Hho were 

brutc...lizing u o to oc..ke the cha.ngcc. We n ever looked to the 

bla ckevoot .unity for dire ction. For oxu.nple, May 3, 1966, 

when elcctiono wer e t~king plc:..ce in Al[.b<~oa , oone p~ople f c l t 

they h tid to otay in tho A tlhnti.~. of.ficd. Thio \Vuo uo they 
cou1.d cont .• c ·t; the prcoa • 
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1964 -- 1965 pco l-'lc tri0d to be i lLci i vicluc.l o . l3u t the y 

were bcgim. ing to r c ... li.;;.c the re io no r r)o.::.;. for indi vidu .. ,l 

bl,.ck l'COlvlc in the r..ove1ient. The e;,:,:.:;enti .... l ~1Uec tion io; 

IIoH CiO -,;c dJ technici .... no . ~.nd org'""ni~ero dcve lo:t-e the bl ... ck Cr.> !,, .n 

i ty. 
19. In 1963 Qh, ... rlec Sherrod f elt i·;e h<.:.d to free :::en•o f.i Lndo . 

Courtl. .. nd Cox '"~greed ~d th thic • 
20~ R ... l 1.h Fc.,. ther::: tone o}_-o:,e on the underly ing ._ ;.;ou::~ .l. .. tiono 

to SNCC •,,nr k in the south. In the e<--.rly c ixtics \·ve felt t hu.t 

Sou.~hcrn J •. oli ticc ruled -the c ou11try. Thio , ,_,8 ~ .~ . ia t'-ken ::::cu :.1-

v tion. During counter revolution ~ftcr the Civil WLrthe Southen 
t.iO\t"ereo \;ere, in r ... ct, the t ")')l G of tlh: Northern indth- tri~.li~; to. 

21· Southern b~ <..ck~ c ·ulci :jc '1re r c a.ily · .'lbili. ,0d . 

22. 1ii ... ny of the s;,cc ot-.. ff .=; t ,_y b c. c ,~uce of ;-er e n , 1 r u .. c 0nc- ­

hcr-?i or·,, etc • 

23. r~ ··plc it, ve to rcc -:>gr. i . . (; tl: .. t ci tie r; ,_re e :, :-enti< .. l. 

24. Ch<.,rl ie Cobb ·._, iu * ilfc ~ -:>ught our .::;cl vc u re :.:; _t~ 0l1G ible to 

t he c ountry . It '·'" c , ...:•cu ;·;ed t.l1. t if the c 0UHtry _,;..:.o infor .. ed , 

the r e \i'r}Uld follo ,; c ert<.. in r cfor .::o. Our l·robl -3;:. i . · o th,.t the 

couritry ~-; ..... ~ ignorL.nt. The _flr obl ew , ·~w f e lt, ·.-~ ... o th .. tthe coun ~ry 

couldn't o~ 15 bL-c~ \-.: or ker o in the South. The qu e s tion be·c 

... ;;·:e how to incrc <...:;e the vL.Jibili ty of the gr'1u~ of volunteerc. 

Thuo :. eo~le \iCre recruited froL Stdlford .... nd Y;. le • 

25. ;·1e r..:u c t build .:--trength in the bl, .. ck co::·: un ity oo th<..t 

it .c un · ou o t a in ito own legi tioucy. 

26. John Le\l i c oaid th~t SNCC wac born out of the citu~tion 

in thE: Snuth. In 1960 , SNCC hu.cl _no progrc::e; ; it \iau c i r.,ply <4 

t ei·.por<:.r y c o: . .-, i tte e for co..:,r:.,unicution between pro te et groupo . 

Sncc ;:.u c t not be involved in rhetoric. There io n oithing ruclico.l 

c.. b out enc0ur <..ging people to regioter to vote . We im ot creute 

e pocketc of pmv'er, oupport on the internu.tionL.l l evel becu.uoe 

thio country doesn 't de cide t o do thingo becuu oe they're right, 

but bt::c c..uc e the inter11c:.:. tion<...l cl i:~t.. te de: .. <-lhl thi:.:. t. For thio 

r euJOn , we h,,ve to begin to relu.te t o groupG in Africu, Aoi &, 

e LEt in Ar.:ericc.:. r.nd Europe. 

21. Bob Fletcher At firot, hC fought for th~ right t o 

deL on:.;tr<:,te . People g0 t their he :-.. d G bet.. t and the peopl e ou.w 

Cl e urly the GL.L e po·,;er c tructure Hhich the leftGot intellem:fru.ulo 

• .tu.d opoken of the oretically . The 1 964 ou ... Le r . proje ct rten t 
____ b eyond the e ~.; oti rH1; ! 1it: '\T rd' +.n t- rl,... ,· "" ·~+- ~ +.:--.- ' - · ' 

' 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

p~ge four--~ccu~ptionc 

h Ld opoken of theor c ticu.lly. The 1964 ounner project t.wnt 

beyond the e!:.otionu.lity chf the· de r:_on ctrc... tiono, but even in th:..tt 

ge uture , ~>'e de Lonotru.tcd. Out of t.ll the prote ;..; t c , there dev­

eloped the ~ind ividuE~ '' thing i~ bhich pe oplu c~id ; " I' u g oing 

dwon South to l u.y 1 ··~y b od i e: c on the line. 11 Now, the de !.:On :::> tr< ... tion:.~ 

lu...ve be c or.:,e l eg i tir,ized, ao in the Se l tjtl. r.tcLrCht u.nd c...re done 

in a n orderl y, ci vilizod \~ <.:..y, \d th T.V. c c...:.L.c r i.J.G , e tc. We h L..vc 

bccm~e 11 CE:rtificd heroeo ". The r e i o the que c tion n ow of othur 

for r..o of expreoaion, ouch uo rio t o , but if vve ctir up rio to, 

then wh&t do we d o a ft er the rio t o? 

27. 
r·~uo t 

with 

28. 

Monr o e SNCC thinkc it know :::; \vh<... t \vork i o , but WORK 

b e." de fined • We CfLn no long<:;r de <:.l vii th c... hE.lf-<. .. ocd SNCC, 

the exceoo of uo e l eccneoo with fund::: o.nd peopl e . 

st~_nlcy WE: . i:lL.ke the U.JGUI iption theA t u.ll people in SNCC 

·u.r c in cgr£c, :dlt \v;i. th our public at <.ncc :J . 

29. We acou r!ue d tht~.t the ~ govorn;·1cn t will <...c t to cicc0r:.odo.t e u c , 

by l~wo, the courtc , etc. We h u.v e nev e r re &lly loot confidenc e 

in the govcrLoent, a lthough we h[~e no hic t or,ca i rc~o on to 

b elie ve thut the govcrtE .. ent Hill u. cco;·.a:JO(h.t c u o . 

30. Aloo, we u.a :::mu:.1ed tht.t we L:U:J t kGt::p the uc...oo nedi& on our 

o ide. Ther efor e , we pro j octc.:d our i LL<..;.g e: t o the ~.: t..ore t h un to 

the b1o.ck COI..i:_mni ty. 

30. We aooU!:1~ ,e d thc... t i c wuo our r ecpno:ilibility to chow :_jor c.,lity 

to A:.-.cricH 

31. We worked on the &ccu~ption thut it wu.c not necessa r y to 

o:upport the c trugg l e d of Bl::·,ck Afric<: .. --uri. til, pe rhu.pEJ, a fte r 

our integr<...tion i n t o A.:1crico. . 

32. We ti.ocu i·:led thr"' t the ol d 11 ::miclcE:r :J 11 who b.u.vc been in it 

cince ito inception, by definition., know ;_;oot L.bout politico , 

c conos ic o ~nd hiotory. 

32. We u.ccUI:.ed th<.. t wh en we went into a CO I.t! .unity, we uid not 

aosu:Jo l cr.tlc.r chip ( Cn.: .. u c period ) • 

33. It i o f c:..l oe to r• ..;Gu!·tc th<..;.t the :TIJovn1<lcn County Frecdo:-:1 

Org&nizn tion e f fort i o over now und n ot t o look ~t the pocoi­

bilitieo of oubver nion, viol enc e , e tc. 

34. We uc cu uc thLt we <....r E: in the forefront of the uovcuent . 

We <...r en 't. Moot Northern citieo h<...v~ cu rpucued u s . 
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35. M&rion Bc....rry We u.cou :.!cd thut Vic oh ould exclu de colJ. cge 

· o tudent s fr o;:.:, u s , oince we wer e vv-0 r k i ng in tho c o: :: .. uni ticc . 

But \-;,·c hc....vc h r cu.l need f or the ir t c chn0logic 2.l okills. 

36. We anou ; .. L!Ccl ft:..locly thu. t we \,er e the perfe ct oocictyc.nd 

tht.t th0oc v1 h0 h c-4cl pr:->blc : 1G 11 0ut thc::rc" uhoul cl C0l1e i n with u a 

and they \Ould be c..:.ll right. SNCC would oolve: <::~11 problc rw . 

37. We uonu:·,ed that we , c...o SNCC , c quld d0 no wr0ng. 

· · 38. We c:-.. loo aoou r·.ed th<:. t po:->r peopl e \Krc good c:.nd c ould do 

no v1rong (" r~ystique of poor · pe 0ple 11 }. 

39. We c....o::m:Jeu th<... t uuch thingo c..o l u ... dc; r ohip, ::1oncy , pov1cr, 

e tc. wore by definition wr ong u.nd wer e thingo thu. t SNCC people 

ohrmld u.void • 

40. We c....o ou ucd thu.t we c ould forg e t hintory, b c:..cuuoe we we:r e 

differ ent. Vle t:..l oo felt th~t \.'h~t W8 d id h c....d no r ol u. tion t o 

tiL1~ . · We f e lt thc:.. t 'v.e coul t.i t ukc our t ii.. ... c <.. n<.l do wh n t we Yva.tntod 

whi:m we \it.nt cd . ( e .g. diocu no ion of the "outoide world c.:.nd SNCC") 

41. We CJ.onu uell thc-.t oince \ve were pure, the n thLt \ihich we organ-

ized would be e quu.lly good, purc ,incorruptiblc and dura.ble, 

un d the ... t we c ould l e: t it go t o :....ove on ito GW11. Ther efor e ' we 

lo ot 11 ohipo 11 by ne tting the !t c...flot .. t -.. ithout c... c c:.p t Lin, or ev en 

u crew . 

42·. · Mu. tthcw We <..:. oou c e tht.t thu ~ovc r.,ent w<.;.s s t . . rted by uo 

in 1960 and f orge t f"~lbnut the wh:->le hi. n t ory of the fr eedor. otruggle 

in thi o c ou ntry. We d0n ' t hc:...v ~.; t o g o b r.clc t 0 Afric& t o find 
th:-tt h F; rj t cge. 

43. We pre t e nd thc... t we a l one Lr t..; the :10V0:.1ent ·. We h nve closed 

ouroelvco in in a h~ven LllC the sovcuent hus p c:..o t ed u s by. 

44. Mike Mille r We h t:vc uu.U.e c..oour..:ptiono ub ou t fundr Lising 

wh1ch wcru erroneou nw1d h~v~ h~d ~ b e...~ off c ct. These wer e : 

a . If pG 0plc in the North r eL.lly knt:w wh u.t \ie he r <.:: d0ing, yvc 

wouldn't be ~bl~ t 0 r~ioe ~oncy. 

b. the r e i o c::. fixed <:::.-Junt of i.1oney th <. ~ t SNCC c &n get . 

45. Fred Mc cly We a oou ::.e thu. t WG ournelveo h~.vc not been r.ff e ct­

cd by rucio~ , unj th&t c ert~in pe0plc do n0t h~ve okilln. 

46. We &sou1.:c thr. t b <..lclco, p0or whiten ttnd Mexicc::no will bel: a 
able t0 s olve thio probler., u.lone • 

47. We L.DGUr1c: thu t people wh0 a r e no t fiel d people a r e eoc c...pio t 



·puge oix-- ~oGunptiono 

4.8. Stokely We c:.sou:.:E:;(..;. th~ .. t we c nuld organize 8.round iC.eu.lo, 

ouch u.o g~odncuo, juoticc , e tc. 

49. We o. oour:cc! the: t thio c ountry i o r cc..lly t. dc:...ocrucy, v;hich 

juot i on't working. We ht.d n o con.cept ,of h ow brutc..l it coulc.i be 

if we otu.rtc.R !:lCOG ing it up. 

50. . Frti.nk s:· :i th We c..s su:.cd tru.. t once. bl&cko u.nd v;hi t eo g0t 

togo thcr thc-.t c vc1·yonc woul d. be 0quul (and con.fort £,blc). 

51. We auy <:.11 of the thingc which h ti.Ve to b e c~ onc in the 

co;_,;_,uni ty ,_.nt.:_ then we ou.y tht .. t the govcrn:_ent hc::.o to d0 it. 

This utti tude perpc:tu£~teu the problc ;.~ of thinking tht- t thE.. whi tc 

follw :will d') things for you t.nd tho:. t ooue th.ing i n only worthwhile 

if·the . whitc folks do it. Negroes tnnt do it for thc~oelvcn . 

WE. r:!uot find th<.:1t ntick the... t frighte:no the nc...n-anrl he C8.1J t t give 

it to you. 

52. ·We ussua ed after 1964 th&t thcie would be & f~rcc l eft in 

Mississ ippi th b~ld t oge thEr ~11 thooc C')ncopts thct we hLd 

, dcvolopC;d_thcru . 

(We know oee hn\~ f< <r the govcrlL<..:nt io ·\tilling t ;o go to pe rpe tua te 

white oupreuacy t-nd the i c~c~4 thu.t Negr oes ;_,re inferior. 

' 53. Porter--We aocu Le<l iha t we ct:..n ' t fir f: s tt:ff 

54; -We c..osuued thu t the l cL.ders in ih<:: CO t.,:..:mJi ty oh~uld c0r.' e ~n 

stuff. 

55. B~b St tith We W')rked uncc r the c-.ssu:. 1pti~n thut g~od collge 

otudentn would c o :~ t o us. 

56. Mi tchcll Zi:...: .. 0r .. Ln We a1::wur. ~0 s~•-•8t i t.cs thr..t nincc rcv~l­

·utionhry chL.nge ic Lieoirc..ble, thu. t it io ponoible. W0 :..;unt <..ok 

: ourocl vcn "c c..:.n we'/ 11 c..nc. "ho\v?" 

57. J0hn LC:\do VIe u. sou:...;ed th~t YYG h t.ve <i ; . • onop0ly on truth 

and thut ~e ~re per oc the bes t organizern. 

58. We usou r·,ed tht:.t the r;c.y t:1 opcrL. t e in thr0ugh ll">nGviolenc e . 

-""' 
59. Black pc:Jplc hav e c..csu :.;ea thc.. t thoy c~n g<,in pm;er in e:.ny 

aprticult.r c0unty, city, e tc. in the C0ULtry. But thin will n0t 

oh~ngc the b~oic structure of the n u.tion. • 


