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T h e l a ws of /. l a b ami=\ p r uv i rl,. -If'\ ,.. t'h ,.. r t- ,"\T" t in t,; u! r• ~ .. .,. 1·n 1 ; t ; ... ., · 

p:~. rties . T i tl e 1 1 , se c ti o n 3 3 7 s n y s : " /', :n " " ,. •• "' lJ 1 a C e o r 

o r e<l.niz a tion of el e ctors which , a t the g ener a l e l ec ti on !o r 

st a te a n d county o!!icers then next p rece d in (l t h e p rimary , 

c " &L u"'""' t hn" t.w~ n ty pe rc en t of th e en tir e vote cast in 

a ny county is hereby cleclare d to be a p olitic a l par ty within 

th.,. Tne n_nine' of this cb a p ter within such county,. , " 

Th us t he law implies tha t there is a way of g ottin c n e w party 

can d i da tes on th e g ener a l e l e ction ballot , in or de r th n t the 

t w enty p erc e nt requi r e tnent m a y be f ulfill ed . (It is a (!O ner a 

rule of jud ici n l inter p ret a tion of le c isl a tio n tb o t le g i sla tu re · 

cl 0 not en a c t 1 a w a ! r i v o 1 o u s 1 y o r cap r i c i o u s 1 y - - h o n o " t h " i n> p 

lication that, if an or gani£ a tion of e lecto r s ,. , ,. ' l ' " 'H ly ' "' ~ 

party Only by (;O ttin e a ccrt:'lin p r <>j.><H ' li. O U O f V O tOS for it S 

c a n d i d ates , th a t lo c i"l " tu .-.~ mu s t have p rovi ded e. w ay of 

e ettin g th <! c a n •li•l a tcs on the g ener a l e l ection b allo t.) 

H ere is where th e difficulty is e vidence d . Se cti o n 1 4 5 o f 

/ lab 'l m n co.:l o et :'l tr •o: "The p r o b"to judg e of ea ch cou nty 

sh cl l C'!- usc to be pr. inte tl on the b allots t o b e use d in the ir 

respecti v e counties, th e n a mes of a ll th e c ~. nd i cla tes who h a v 

been put in nomination by any c a ucus, c o nv e ntion , m a ss 

meeting, V · ".,., " r Y election or o t her assembly of a ny polit ic a l 

p a rty or faction i n this IILe.te , a n d certified in writin g a n d 

fi l ed with h i m not lesa tha.n sixty •l ::\ye p revious to th e tlay o . 

the e 1 e c ti on . " 

5 e c t ion a 41 3 and 4 1 4 o I t h e /. I a b ;:, m a c o d e p r o vi cl e th a~ s u c h 

mass mectin r; shall be h e l cl on th e s e con d T u e s day in M n y 

at or in the immediate v icinity o f a p ollin g p l a c e in th " 

county . 



pap r- t vvtl - 1"'1~ rlr ar C"t u nr1 o .u. 
f r • e cl en-. c 1 e c do n s 

.. r t .. u. s ; c. wv11 1 .-1 fl~OTT" rtcar t.l~ z. t the l aw ,p r ovides this 

nomination b y m a ss meet in g as a way of e ett in e the n e w 

p a rt y c a n d i da tes on th e eene r a l election ballot a n d cn o.b l i !! 

th A n e w pa rty t o q ualify by g e ttin !l twenty per c ent or mO:t' e 

of the v o t e . 

H o w ever , se cti on 145 a l so p r o vides for tho nomination of 

"indepe n dent" c a n d i dat es by pe tition of tw en ty fi v e v ote r s , 

So m e l a wy e rs think th e p rovisi o ns f or m as s mectin e s r efe 

on ly t o a lre ad y qualifie d po li t ic a l par ti e s, a n d th a t the 

laws in tend n e w p ar tys t o ce t tll e ir c a n cl i cl ates on the 

g e ner a l ele cti on ballot thr ough the pe tition p roce d ur e , 

tl'her e is ab s o lutely no w a y of d eterminin g be f oreh a n d whicL 

wo ul d be a n ac c ep t ab l e p rocec':ur c- - particul a rty sinr.e t~a 

a ccep t ab ility o! t he pro ce d ure chos e n will be rul ed up on 

by wh at we c a n on ly a nticip a te will be a hostil e cour t. 

It a pp ears, th e refore , th a t the o nly s afe way of p r ••cee di n . 
is to ·n omi n at e c a ndida tes b y both m th o d s a n d oee w hi ch 

one sticks, 

H owe v er , it i s i mportant to ke ep in m i.n d th at t he Lo 'W'"ldes 

c o unty fr eedom o reanization at no tim e in t ends t o no minat 

c a n d i da tes who a r e indepe n d en t in the sense th il t t hey hav ~ 

no conn e ction with a p olitic a l or s a n i z a ti on . The incl epen dr 

nomina ti ons will be m ad e only becau c e there is no w a y 

o f tl e t e r min i n e be f ore han d w h e th e r an / , t ab a m a co u r t w i tl 

rule th a t this is t he approp reiate p roc e d ur e f or new party 

can d i d ates . 

t 



pa e e three- - bAc;k g roun d on 
freedom elections 

On Mon d ay, May 2 mo ninatinc petiti o ns will be file d w ith 

Lvwu.l" "' c;o•>ntyjj'l robtltc J ud g e Harre ll Hammon d , nomin a tin lJ 

13 c a ndida tes t o various county officeG (Th e l aw re qu ires 

th a t the petitions be file d before th e first tues day in M ay . ' 

A ll pe rs o n who h a v e d eclare d them selv e s , can d i da t es cl!o r 

the se v e n county positions o pe n will file a s in dep e n d ent 

can cl i dates . In the mass meetin g on May 3, seven o! these 

c<>.n rlirln t e s will be nom inated by the Lown de s Co unty F r eed 

Organiza tion for the seven office beit~ g so·u ght . ll. t t he 

app ro p ri a te time tbe othe r si lt cl\ndi<l"tes will with d r a w 

from the r a ce. 

It is as susmed th a t som e t'im e between M ay 3r cl a nd 

Septemb er 3 some d e ter mination c a n be re :t ched "bo ut 

which w ay th e can d i da t es shoul cl h a v e been n ominate d il c 

th ey can appear under the black panther on the e ene ral 

el e ction ballot . This will cl oubtle s s involve li t i 8<! ti o n 

o£ some kin d , but just wh a t kin d it is im poss i ble t c- .: et e r ~ 

mine at this time . 

The following two let·ters h a ve been s e nt to day, / . pri 2.7: 

M r. Jhon Doar , J'. sst. A tty. Gen. 
Civil R i g hts Division 
U . S. !~De partment of Justice 
W ::uhin ~ ton, D.C. 

Dear M r. Doar: 

O n Tqes clll,y , / . p ri,l ~6 , M r, John H ulett , P resi de nt 
of th e Lowndes C.ounty Fre ed om Oreanization, M rs. 
L illian M cGill, !v' e mber of th e E xecutiv e C omm ittee 
o! the LC .FO , M rs. Willie M . S trickl and , Can d i dat e 
for Lown de s County D o a r d of Ed uc a tion a n tl M rs , / . lice 
1\l: oorc , Candi d ate !or Lown d es County T ax / . sscssor, 
c a lle d u p on Lowndes Cwunty Sh:e riff R yals t o infor m 
him of thci:r intention to im p lem en t th e p rovi s ions 
o ! Title 1 7, sections 1 1 5 , 4 13 and 4 lt, , J. l abama Co <'e , 
to nom in a te c a n d i d ates of the Lown de s Coun ty F:ree t' rnn C r 
e a.niza ti on for p laces on the Novemb e r e ener al o l e .; t io n 
ballot . 



pace four--l>nck g roun e on 
freedom e lectiona 

S be r iff R y e.l s i n .f o r me t1 the r 'e p re 11 f' n t" ti v" e of the 
LCFO that they wou l r1 be unable to hol cl th o i•· "" " oi nnl in t;; 

m~"G ~ ~nH•q:; 1 ,. ~l>P. vacant apace a d jnceut to the L<>wu cles 
County Courthouse J.>,.,., .. , ,.., th o """ "tiu c woul d "ca u !' e too 
1.uuch confusions , " 

To the best of our knowled ge an d beli ef, an d u pon the 
advice of coum.sel, th e mass meetin g is ::.. procedure 
p rovide d for in the stat·utes of /. l abama for the no m in ation 
o f c an cJ i cJ ate s but s u c h me e tin g , in or cJ e r to be e f£ c c t i v e , 
must be held in or nea r the County Courthouse on May 3. 
Under the fo1·e eoin g circumst a nces we h a ve nocchoice but 
to hold th e meetinu at the p l ace in d ic ated a n d we in tend 
to do so. 

Since Sheriff R yals has put the LCFO on notice that 
he will not pel'mit holdin !J the mass meetine , we feel the 
responsibility for providin c such protection as will 
pe rmi~ the orderly and uninterrupted concluct of the mass 
mecotinc without un d ue p hysical dan g er for the p :..rtio.:ipAn ts 
revolvea upon the U.S , Justice Dep,..rtment , V/ e woul l.! 
al'l'>l.-ec iat e honTin g from you at you1· e a rliest p ossibl e 
convenience as to what p 1" 0tection the u.~ . u overnm e nt 
will fuui sh . 

If we do not h oar from you, or if the U . S. Covern l'l'l <'nt 
d oes not fin d itself ab le to protect the partici pant s in the 
mass me t tin g w e shall be fora::ed to look to such r esou r~ ~ c 

::~.s we c an muster on our own to p rovid e such protecti o t>. 

Lowndes County Board of i.t evenue 
::? rob ate Jude e H arre 11 Hammo n d 
Sheriff Ryals: 

Very Truly Your s 

S tokl e y C a rmicharl 

1~ newly for ne d or a aniz at ion, the Lowndes County Freedo 
Oreanization , is se eki n c politic a l power in Lowndes C ount: 
in accordance with section 4 14 of the. /. labam a co d e. V!e 
woul d like to hold th e meetin ll on the l a wn in front of t h e 
courthouse. In case of inclement weathe;r, we wo :~ l d l iJ· e 
to hold it in the Courthouse upst<'tirs. 

We are tryin c to obey the l aws set by t. tnba=;ian s . V'o 
ho pe y o u c) o the s am e . 

Tbanldnc you i~ advance . 

' 

John Hulett , Chrnn. 
Lowndes C t v . F. O . 


