
ALABAHA ' S Elo!ERG IN:i 
POLrrciCAL PARTY 

Sl!U1A, ALABAMA - tleerly 100 Heg:roe::: ecross th is state • ~ Bleck Belt wi ll enter 

poLitics f or the first time Ney )l'd , 85 }legroes are ca.ndidates for offi ce 

in the Democratic primary on Mey ) , The others will be chosen at special 

comentlons held at county coux-thouses that s ame day, 

The cand!dat.<a~--aod prospective cnnrlidotcs - live In Au tauga, Barbour, 

Bullock, Ch.octa~<, Dallas, Greene, Hale, Jefferson, Montgomery. Mobile, Perl'y, 

SUlliPter and ~Jllcox Cou.nties and will be aioing a t of.fices r angi ng f r om l seat 

I n Alabl'll!la 1 s senate and House of Representatives to positi ons as she r i :Cf s, 

t ax collectors and assesors and coroners. 

In near-ly all cases, the Negroes running are the first o! their .••· · 

to try f or office in their county since Recons truction. The most histo;<ic 

races wil l take place In Dalles and Lo...,des Co"ntles, both the si te of 

drives , 

Before January, 1965, there >~ere no Neg roes r egistered to vote In Lo•" :.; 

County, Negroes there now have a majori ty or the regi s t.er ed voters, d•S?i1-~ 

a whl te reg Jstrat.! on of llJ% of the e l!g i ble voters. 

Registration 1 n Dallas County- Selma is the county seat-hos increased 

!rom 300 In 1965 to nearly 3,500 todey. 

lhe Atlanta based St udent Nonviolent CPordinatlng Committee (S~tx;} 

oogan its first AlabaJlla vote campaign in Selma in January, 1963. Si rc' t hen, 

SNCC workers have conducted similar campaigns in most of the other Black il·~H. 

counties l n Southern Alabama. 

The newly formed Dallas County Freedom OrganJzation (DO"O) wl U n01:1i r e t o. 

a slate of officers in convent ions at the county courthouse l~ay J . The DCfO 

has been corn:luctlng poll t ical workshops thrPl.l!Jhout the CPunty and int.er~s 

to nominate a full slate of candidates . Their nominee for sheriff will !Pee 

e ither Incumbent James Clark, •~ose billy club ~ildlng po3sc- oen beat block 

Negro demonstrotors last year , or Se lma Police captain lolllson Baker , Who 

argued with Slerirf Clark over the handling of rac;ial protests h~re . f our 

Dallas County Negroes are r unning In the Democratic Primary. 
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There are no Negro Democratic candidates in Lowndes County, but. the 

•lnt"s at. th" convention on J~ay 3rd. 

Civi l rights workers in this area of Alabama h ave pre<Hr.t.c<l tl!ffh"•t1ty 

for May 31'd. part-Icipant~. 

'1In rnost c ounties , Ncgt•oe.s wlll be voting !or the .f~rs1. thue f n .... ... . 

50 years . In few, they will be me:et.rou in C"OHVt.: l•' i ous Jlod nom tnatlng their-

own candidat~s, i n opposi tlop to th" <~11 -uld • ., Ocu.<>.: t·at.ln Port.y structure 

'Which controls county r.nux·l.t•nuscs nnd police forces a:ross rural J\labarna_," 

SNCC Chaiman John Lewis said. " t~e anticipat e that there are l<hlte men In 

these areas who will do anything to stop Jl.'egroes from exercising the! r • 

rights, especially their right. to political expressloo. 
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