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SUIIJ'LOi/ER COU1'17.'Y: A CALL 'l'O ACTlOH 

'.t'I!E Dl!XliSION 

Ollt llarch ll, 19661 the .PU'th Circuit Court or Appeal a banded dOVll an hie· 
toric dllciaiOn liiW~in& tba llUD1c1pal elactiona in the tovtl ot Slllltlovar, 
M1aa1aa11JP1• !!hi• 4ec1a1on, vbich baa gooe alaoet WlllOticed by the netionol 
preao, 1o perbape tbe aoat illpOrtant court decree in the field or vottn& ri&hta 
for it 1o the tiret 1o....U4ation ot on election ~u.e a claaa of potential 
votara bad been exelu4ed. 

!lhe 111ao1aoipt!1 lreed001 DaiOcratic Party b.r<>vsht the ouit Ul Apl'il o! 1965 
ehortl,y attar a hderel Court J'Uled tbat the Sunflower Colurty restatrar hod to 
rectetar Kegroeo without a~n1ater1"8 literacy test.. 'lhe MPI!P a;riJUed tbat the 
tortb<:OG>iDS municipal elections 1o SUnl'lover and 1'1ve other town. in that county 
be postponed, because any Nqroes registered under the new liberal requirement• 
would be IUlllble to vote due to the four-month vaitill8 }leriocl required by etate 
lav . 'lhe District Court, which heerd the aaee originolly, tound against the 
MPDP and the election& were hold as $chedule4. lt vu tho MFDP appeal to tho 
Circuit Court ot Appeal.& that rsoolted 1o tbie biatoric deci&ion to void the 
elect1ooa . 'l!he Court ot Appeela hoe nov remend84 the caM to the Dietrict 
Court far a docree that will oet the nov election 4ates 1o Suntlo11er oi ty and 
for deoUion vitll rejplrd. to tile other five tovno in the county. ('lhe quution 
1n theoe other tive tovna 18 mefelY tothllical -- whetheJ' or not the plaint11'to 
bad atandill8 to br1"8 the &ui t.) 

Bo.ti.onally, tb.ia 
~t bar Negroeo and 
1)8.rtaent hiiiec! -the 
oet.:&aide el.eotiona 
t1on ot Begroes under the 

Circuit to 
boon excluded .,...,. the reg1otra-

Righta A<!t will DOt be just 8 P81'8T right ." 

1 SUNFLOWE!I cpUN"l'X 
1 8 A· H N~t""'f' 

'lbia case 11 vital for a number of reeaona . Sunflower County hos long 
b- a a)'llbol of Ml.a&illii!Pi polities at ita very vorat. J...,.a O. l!'eatland, 
SeMtor tram M1oe1u1w1 and chairmo.o of "th" Senate Judiciary Colmoittee, malr.oo 
bia bome in &mtlover and, in tact, owns a 5,8co acre plantation tllere. Also 
to\1114 in Slllltlover io l'archman State Penitentary -- vhere Fre84an Riders, 'Civil 
"l.tbto dsonatrators, and hundreds of others have been held, and o!tOll lll&de to 
work on cl!ain sane:•· 

To th~ Mississippi Negro, Suntlover is the archtype of his past and preo­
ent. !bat of the county's N.sre population vork the cottoo fields ot the }llan• 
tation pvnera. Cotton is killS and no proVieion is 111111e tor dternatl,ve ""'Ploy­
lle.ot wben cotton choppill8 jobs fall ott. lletween 1950 and 1960 a 5~ drop io 
agricultural joba Haulted in masa unemplo:y.aeot, tbe 1nteno1ficat1on ot poverty 
and the lligration of one titth of the PD.Pul.ation tr.an the county. ~egroee who 
are llllplo)'II!S lllllte 30¢ an hour in the cotton fi.alda or $2.50 a day i n the lUtcllena 
ot tbo vbitea. !'.any 11 vo in sheclul with no =!.as water. 1l1e county has only 
ooa e.1sbty-b84 hoap1tal to serve 1 to 45,\)1)() c1t1Zed.&• 
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A ~ PROGRAM Ill 8\JNPLOm! 

SWitlove:r County hu reoeivl!d a $271000 grant 1'1<0111 tile Ort'ioe ot Eeo110111io 
Opport\1101 ty tor a COIIIIIl\1101 ty Action Prol!l'Oil• 1he edminist.rator e,t the progem 
1e Beyce Al.,..Dder1 the to:r~~~er pollee ohiat ot Indianola. Ale.- 1\u otated 
1n a depoli tion taken by Ml!lP levyero durl.nc the Congre111onel Cballe111e that. be 
bad broken up voter r~ation aoeetill!la aDd arr.eeted civ:O. rist>to workers in 
JzillUbl&. me a-ppoin t ot AlelC&Ddar to e.dnn1oter the SWit~or Count)' poV• 
arty JII'08l'IIID IIBltea e ~ the VI\Ole 1ntellt of the pros:raa. 'l'be \)90r Of 
SWitlower aee no help cao1ac to tha frOID the pr,ocrul further 1 the appoin-t. 
ot aueh en obViouo o;vaobol ot t»•t terror ai>d de&rl!dation aervea aa o VUI'Iilll to 
th• that &ll)' involveaoent 1D civil risbta would -~~ automat1ot.b clua1oa fJ'0111 
tile progru. 1hua 1 tbe only av:1dence ot federal -preaence 1D Suioflower c.,uoty 
1a a 11ept1ve one •• that ot a eo oalll!d poverty program ruo by a Mi;So1sa1!'P1 
ollilt ot pollee. 

MPI>P l'LANS 1011 ACTIOII 

a 
Following not1ee or this deciSion, Suotlower Couo.ty MFI>P held a meetios 

wllioh lOt -.bora were present. At that ti!Oe it was <lecidl!d to ,ruo AA.od.i=.. 
tao tor all local offices; to request a atate-vi<le lm>. P concentration on the 

SWitlowel' eleetiooa; and to Wire Attorney General Katzenba~ .i>Dediately re­
etilag a 8Utf'ieiet n!JIIber of .federal e v tm1ne'f's to etfect\.8te the d.eoi:8100• 

'l'lle State Executive COilllll.l.ttee bu eDdor•~d tbie progru aDd ia 4evel.op1og 
plana for an int.enaive effort in SUnnower, oalli!ll for D&tiooal eupport to 
<let•t Eaetland. io hi< b011e county. Soae JI'DP lb;eeutive Cca.i:ttee ~ bave 
o.t.r.4y sona into' Suntlovar to aid 1D tbe roeiatration drive. 

!he Sunrlower decision preaenta a w1que opport\1101 t;y to the MFDP. It 
11 • tmt IIOltl&'ll!ib sUit or tb11 type to be vo11, •all 1t ca~l.• tor elec· 
-uou vbi~ th_e MrDP can v1o. llotb the town aad tile co1111ty of Slmtl011er lla ve 
-ov-a 6or. Nearo •Jority. A victoey"ill Eutlan<l'• ~rd V1ll stve bope 

{_ ~
altar• ea to tbe, thouaaada ot Nearoes vllo, out ot tear, ~ve atill110t 

• 'l'hia eaat»ip1 vitb tbe I!PDP'o etate-¥ide colleeatretion, vill be 
r~··· or tbe co~··1q"'' ma e.p.i,.o..,-t ,Je..a:ia WlU.ttall and the ata.te Ol.m• 
~ iP1Wt Jaatla • .-

MFOP j)ALLS FOR ACTION 

l'rien<la 1D the llorth are oalll!d upon tO help b;y 11111111!diately: 

1. Wiriog or writ1"6 Attorn")' a...neral Ka~ch deman41nt flb&t ~ 
t ocl.e:r&l rMiatrara aDd federal protection be sent to Swlrlovar 1 tor oow ""tliit 
tbe last "lepl" outlet for discrimination has beoo cloal!d, there ia great 
f•r t11a t the rapia ta w;l.ll turn ~o violence. 

2. Wiriog or vritiog Senent SbrJ.ver of tbe OEO d-tldiog tbe l't!llloval 
ot fol'lller pollee olliet l\ryeo Alexa.nder from bis Pl'•i tioo as director ot tbe 
Switlower Co\IDt)' poverty progru. 

). Vi&it1118 or Vrit1.118 yqur coogres"""n askiag that 110bUo federal 
restatrare be ~ately ua.1gned to Sunfl011er; that AlOJCaDdar 1>• ...avocl.; 
and til&~ tedeJ::el, llXOtecUoo be 8J....,o th" P"'ple ot .s..ntlower Couo.ty. 
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In !Uliain& 1\rnde tor the Slmfl011er caa.p&iana• 

5· Cont&ct1"8 ore:an~ationa in your cOIIllllunJ.ty .for ~pgrt. ot tbe Suntlcver 
c&mpi18Jl8• 

:Q)cloaed v1 tb th1e •1l1n& 1a a post eal'd ·On wll1eh ;you can 1111Uoate the 
otepe )'OU are tak1"8 on bellal.t ot the BuntlO"er C&lllpaie:ns. U )'Oil vo\ll.d like 
to request a-peakera tor -t1"88, ralllet, or tUild-raia1"8 putioo, or addi­
tional. copiea ot the repr1nte or th1a bulletin, please 1111Ucate thia on tbe 
card. 




