
Conversation with Robert Slayton •-Peb. 16, 1966 

1. Mr. llayton pointed out one ot Sb.after• a houses on the • 
oorner ol Haynes and Mitchell where a man amr with two sona 
moved out last Friday night. He said that the ftlplf POoma 
were being cleaned up as though aomeone woUld be 111eving in. 
This house has been oonde111ned an.d it is strictly againat the 
law for Shaffer to Nnt ■N■M■f it after it has been vacated. 

2. Mr. Slayton talked about the c~unity. He JmP aaid that 
there are only a handful, five or six who are with the 111.eve111ent. 
The othera are all pulling against it. Wbich meana that there 
are, in his view, 400.1,00 people against and onlJ fivo with. 

'l.'hey say tilq that we (the movement) \18.Ilt to e;et thel'II on the 
outs with Mr., Sha.ft'el:'o Thnt we weNn' t doing notbing but 
aeasing up. 'l.'hat Shaffer's been good to us, gets us out ef 
jail and lends us money. That we don• t lalow what we• re doing. 

Mr•• Slaytons Shaffer owns thesemt raggedy houses all over 
the city or knows people who owns them and theve people rear 
getting on bis bad side. 'l.'hey fear ~-■·r+n werst than 
anything the possibility of ending out in the otreet. A.a long 
u th .. yret not on the outs with Sbat!'er tb&J: ean always be 
assured &0'318 housing as they aee it. An.d 1.!' the:, want to 
move to L1.ghtil.1ng or to the Fourth Ward they oan get a house 
from Shaffer and need not pay rent right av~y, tba.t io he 
vill let th- aove in on oredit. And this aeourity ia very 
important to people who are 'fery pooi- and are &l•aJs taoed 
vith having no money and no plaoe to live. 

'l'b.ef don't oare what happerui• they are going to ataT with 
Shatter. bit Want to atar conneoted vith...hit11 so the:, can 
move trom one side of town to another. Wtnt to be on his 
!Jood side so they oan move into another plaoe it need ~ 
DAIIX.tdl even when they- don't have thti -moaer inmed:iately. 

Slayton and his vita aay everyone is talking againat the 
111ov8111ent. There ia a rumor tba.t Shaf'fer told lll's. Luo1lle 
Middlebroolca (who ia known to own a 38) to kill Williama. 

hople everywhere are talking against Williama and an1one 
vho atanda vith hilll. They are listening tor llD1 intol'llatiollll 
they oan pick up and report baek to Shat'feJO in order to ahow 
him theT aN on his side. People von•t even talk to people 
tran BOA or the Housing Authority beoauae they :brii idan,U'y 
them with the movement and don't want )Its :bz Shatter to 
know that they have an:,ting to do with the move-nti. .Shatter 
1a going around oonstanatly talling to people, inlimidatitlf, 
tblt'III• warning them not to have an:,ting to do with a;n,.one in 
the 111ovement • 

.... 

~ Slayton says Mra. Williams next door to him said that 
Shatter told 111t1 not to let anyon.e in my house and I'■ not 
going to let anyone in 1m1 house. (She had attended flrat 
meeting at Williama' house and was speaking loudly ag4ipat 
paying rent but then Shatter apparently gotl to her-. lAlso Josie Willi&J11i,' 




