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Situo.tion 1n 1Jie Hiaaisaippi Delta l'ebruuy 10' 1966 

Tho pliab.., of 1Jio Hiui .. ippi Delta ob&rooropper and f..., vol'ltor vu I!HpbiC&llY 

Ulunratecl lut voek I!)' a '"""' ot 100 of thoao pooplo ...to tho d-thatod Jo.!.r Pore• 

Baae a1. Gremville, Miaeiaaippi . Maey of tbe· peOple vbo IIOYecl cm:t.o tbe bue b&'t'e been 

dioplococl. I!)' 1Jio mochaniutioo of 1J4Ticul ture and cutbacka io cot too &lloto.ooto. It. 

ia eatmatld tha:t by -the apring botvacn 10,000 &Dd 12,000 aericultural vorkera aD4 abar.

croppora will bt without Joba. !lot o:>ly do thooe beiDa dioplacod :fil¥1 oo aid tcrtbcooaiJ>s 

hem the s-t.a-t;e o1 •li•sissippi , but eGnt.inue t.o lind the ata.te activel.y vorki.Da ep.inst. 

t hoir ioterests. 

Tho federal iOVenoaent bas proved to bo as dHf to the pliflbt of tbtoo evicted 

people .. tho otato , ...... l'lllt- of Hiuiaaippi. All om grant, --.a lut llcrr-or 2)' 

for tho :pqrpoao of diatributina aurpl118 food, haa still ftat gooo iow ofhct. Other 

l""'•rt)' pro~fran:S io tho a1.ate consi&tont!y denied poor Hocrooo poait.iooo on their advis

or,y boards ...<! staffs. The •Uiele povorty prolfl"u vhich roached 1ho poOr NojJro - the 

OIUcb ~ &bout Hudot.e,:t - boa been w&itina to bo ro-<tlmded oioce laat Sopt..bor. 

Peder&l policies hav-e done nothing but reinforce the int.dequ.&c.iea of the at.te velte.re 

progr ... bsc..,.e ot federal inaiatenco "" working thr<>uab o~ato otruoturos !'&thor than 

involving tho poor. 

Se•ina tha:t ·i;b:e prea.eo't prog;r.u o-t ~. at&tt abd federal gOYet'ml«l't ve-re oot 

dtalina with their neecle, 'Uie evicted. and poor UDdertook u action that UlUitrated 

1.11eir drutic oi"-'ation. On ~Joncla,y, Januo.ry 24th, a call v .. s011t out to tho poor 

peoplo of Niosi .. ippi fr0111 tho MiniUippi Preed0111 n-ecrotic Party, tho Delta Hiniotr,y, 

and tlw Hiooiooippi Preod010 Lohor Unioo tc cooe to a cooferoooo to dioC\IOo food, land, 

11011oy, - jobo. ll,y 'l'burod'l)' night, 500 pooplo had arri.-..1 at the Jlt, Bouloh Cooforooco 

Contor. ll,y late Sllnd-.y, appr<>ximo.tol;y 1,000 pooplo had 001110 w diocuaa tbooo probl-. 

But tlY:re vaa lit.tle rouon to diacuaa people'• need.a; the querii·OD vu - bow to 1•t 

t.bo b .. ico of Ufo. Un4out...<liog tb~t they bod 110 weapons oxcopt tho1r .PIIraic&l 

F•••ce, the d.iapoued ot M:l.aaiasippi decided t.c. IIO'Vt oato federal ld. 

On lloDdo,y1 Januo.ry )lot, a 111"""1' of 50 people •oved oot<> tbo dooctivatod Air 

Po1'0e Be:ae •1. Greenville. 'i':.":!tt evenina, t.hey is.ued • li~..t of their d~, 'Which is 

onoloa,a. By Tuosdl\)'1 tho DUOibor at Gnonvillo had doubled. Vboo uked 'Ill)' bo.,.. at 
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the Bue, one m&D ansvared, "The man dfn't vant me no mo'." and that he bad been p.at out 

of hia homo. Then vhen n.ak.ed Wore b.e livecl, he anwe.r.M eimpl,y, '!here,•• indicating the 

Green.ville barracks. Anotbor wo11an who cue t .o -the Base vitb her children remarked that 

it wu lia.noer ia the obllldonod buildine thAD ia the h- ~ • .., vbich abo hod • ..,.,. 

After tb.e ovi.ctld vore r ... ovld trcm tho Base by Air l.'olico, they vont to Tribbett 

(T.,.t City) to joia -lo libo bad been ""icted ·trom the phatatiOIUI lut apriJ>a duri.Ds 

tbe Freedom Labor Union atr1ko. The po.l)Ulation at 'l'ribbott srov frao 40 to 200 111 • fev 

deya. The people a.t ?/ri bbott roproseot 11141\Y more because """''Y of the Adult& b6d lo~ 

their f&llilias .behind vith rela.tivea. At. pr·taent, Men are build.ina floo.rs tor tvo nev 

teat• and tho VClllll4G aro trtart.i.ng e. volunt-eer Head.etart.. !here are na'\Y other people 

.aero as the Delta. ot Mi$&loeippi vbo liiob t o join those at Tribbett. They oo·e no futuro 

for thOOISel.,.ea aod their cbUdron in theiT pnsent aituati.oo. They hope that by coad:ng 

toaetba·r vitb other peopl e i n tho .sam• c::ondi'tion, they can find aome •olutiona. 

Tr.ibbott can .no longer bold or .teed ell of tho .. dbpl""od by the state of. 

Miaaiaaippi. Land llld food .a.ro atill neod.od. Those vbo ·- toaother a1> the Poor 

Peopl•' s Conte.renco art: discuesin,g proarams to meet. their need• but eoao can"be ACCOI!t

pliahed lm't.il the ba.r·e n.eoeseitiu of l ife are supplied. 

In Wuhington, Col1jlreoomao Joaopb Reooiok baa UDCOTered ·the taot· ~luo.t oot ool¥ 
do .. the federAl gonr lllllent nfua t to face tbis "nationAl diaaator• by houaiag p<tople 

on federAl la.nd, but nov they intend to tum over the 13 million dollar flreeovUle Air 

Poroe Ba01 to tho City of Green<tille. fteaniok, yoattrda.Y oo the floor ot tho Uowre, 

calltcl upo.n the aovornaant to turn t.bs lOAd and. barra«;ka ovar t:.o t:he ~r poople of 

Missiaaippi and, since "tht! state" of t-Jiaaiaaippi has alread,y deonstratea ita umri.ll

ingnoaa to diatr.ibute government food IW'I!lUS fairly, tM Pop&r1Mllt of ~iculture to 

UDclortake tbe distribution proaraa dir eetly. 

IUOR Jm.P IS NEEOED HOI(• 

l. Fundo are neec16d tor food ond ta.nt a. (Meke checks out to MFm') 
2. Pund.a ~e needecl to purchllSG }Uld_ &iru!e the gOTtrDII•nt baa tO da.te t"a:f'wled 

to aoke fodorel lands a.vailoble. 

3. Tolosr..,. aod lott ora abould b• aerlt to tho l'>'eoidont, the Secretary of 
Agrieultu.ro, Sargent ShiJ"Yer, Speakei> ~lcCozmac:.k, St"h .. tor Mansfield, and 
your own congressman, ca.lUng upon th• federal goverment. to make all 
fodor61 l aMa in Miaai oaippi av•l.loble to the poor 66d to a.d.inioter 
dil"ect.ly an eme:rg-.mcy food program to meot the pr&•ent oriah. 




