
A OONGRESS!<'.AN SPEAKS 
about Ml..esi ss1pp1 and Del ta :Ministry 

"There undoubtedly are some ::Leftwlngera and other assorted 
characters agitating 1n M1as1ss1pp1, anxious to turn the 
distress of the Ne5l'o to their advantage. 

"But if th1a 1.e true, it is only because of the almost 
tota::L failure of America's respectable white middle class and 
pol1t1caJ. leaders to take tbe necessary initiative demanded 
by conditions in the Deep South. 

11There are too few OJ'SB'll1ze.t1ons 11.ke the !ll11s1ssi-ppi 
Freedom Democratic Party and the National Council of Ohurohes, 
which, through its Delta 1'11nistry, baa done a magnificent Job 
in attempting to alleviate the misery 0£ the Ne5ro refugees. 

''The victims of tbs rural BlUIDB, the viotiills of this 
di·eaater, have moved north and west -- to New Yol'k, to Chi­
cago, and to Loe Angeles. A study bl M1eaiaa1pp1 state 
University has shown that some 114,460_ Negroes le£t the State 
1n the t950's from 11 Delta eoun.ties alone. 

"Many of thetn now live in the e1 ty of New York, and New 
York is proud that they are now her citizens. But the 
depressing fact :l.s that, untU ·,10 have massive programs in 
Ollr cities, our cities cannot absorb this overwh~Jming 
11111lltgrat1on. 

* * 
"It .ta one thins for us to alt in Washington e.nd establish 

programs and policies. It is quite another thing, however, 
to nave them executed out in the field by individuals who 
were born and ralsed out in the local areas and are affected 
by the samti local prejudices -t;hat their lifetime neighbors a.re. 

"The Federal paycheck does not cleanse a .man's soul, 
rebuild his character or crurnge his allegience. 

Spoken on tbe floor of the U.S. House of Repre­
sentat1 •1ea, February 9, 1966, 
by Consressman Joseph Resnick, Democrat, .Ne.r York 




