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FIRST DISTRICT-—-ATTALA CO. {Knsciusko)=-7n Jan. 29, there was a mass meeting attended by
500 pecplE. Lawrence Guyot' was guest speaker. After the meeting, peocple went to
Jrestaurants all over town, where they werea served, Three nights later, 1l people, igeclu-
ding worker Gunter Frentz, went to the movie theater: White people threw ice and eggs at
them while police stood by. When they left; they were follewed by a dosen carloads of
whites., Iater that nidht;, 13 guys with guns and elubs came to the office. Ounter fired
over thelr heads, and they left amid threats. ©Cn Feb. 2, around 10:30 p.m. one of & group
of votdr reglstration sclunteers from Oberlin College was shot in the shoulder while
standing in front of ths FDP office. Just before the shooting, a house near to the Oifice
wis burned down. The next day, the high scheol kide had a march to protest the refusal
of their prinelpal %o let the civil rights workers speak at their graduation.

OATIBEEHA €0, (starlkeills)..-HELF ort: On Feb. L, Hoosevelt Vaughn talked to Miss Ellis
about Project HELP, (Welfare Dept.). She said she didn't know anything about 1t.

CLAY CO.--On Feb. 3, about 500 peopls went down to the Welfare Dept. with applieations to
get assistance. The pecple used their own application forms. The lady first refused to
take the applications since they weren't the officlal forms, but later she tock them and
started putting pecple on welfare, 30-L0 people picketed in front of the office to push
for getting people on welfare.

fn Feb., 5, there was First District Nominating Convention to selsct & Congressional
Candidate. Wo decision was reached. :

SECOLD DISTRICTw#CARROLL--After federal registrars had been in the county for about two or
three weeks, registration dropped off to only 5 or 7 people per day. Justice Dapt.
lawysrs came down to talk to the FOP. The workers urged that federal registrars be sent
to churches arcund the county so people could get to them more easlly, The lawyers asked
for a map indieating which churches they recommended.

; e JD was also about to file a suit in federal court against the Carroll Co, school
bosrd for net complying with a court order to integrate L grades last September, and for
having more courses at the white achuu!. However, before the suit came up} 1t was settled

ocut of court.

HOIMES CO.—On the evening of Jan. 26, the store of an active FDOP mamber had two bombs
thrown inte if, and ancther metive membar had a cross bumed in his backyard.

On Feb. 1, an investigator from the Department of Agriculture came to Holmes Co. to
investigate the ASCS elections. He said he would be there for about a month, and that
there were 3 or L other federal ipvestigaters in the state. (If there is an ASCE inves.
tigator i..n your county, or if anything else interesting comes up around ASCS, plesase let
as h:l'-'nh

Tis is from the Holmes Co. FDP Wewsletter: There are more and more jobs openinp
up. We would like to start keeplng lists of people who need jobs, thelir names, their
addresses and ages. This will help when we hear of jcb openings. Someone in each
conmunity who is interssted in working on the Labor Subcommittee should start making lists
like this of peeple in their area who need jobs, These lists should be turned in to the
Lexington FIP office.

(Have you organized your subcommittees yet? Who is on them? What are they deing?
Pleasa lat us know.)

QUITMAM €O, (Marks)-- We had a friendly with Miss Dukes of the Welfare Dept, and discovered
the following: 1) as soom as the contract for Project HELP is signed, three people on
welfare will be sipgned to distribute commodities., The Bd, of Supervisors has not yeb
signed. As previously mentioned, the program will be used to extend commodities for twp
mopths., 2) The Work Experience Program (Mid-State Opportunities Ine,) has been cut in
half owing to what Mrs. Dukes referred to as that damm war. Originally 140 people were
to have been hired from the Welfare cagelead.

(Wote: compare this piece of information with Ed King's statement about the Vietnam
war and the Poverty Program, at the end of this mailing.)
it least six children will ge to the white school next semester.
The roads have been consliderably improved, tut much still needs to be dome. Two
girls completed the Citizenship Education Program, and hopefully will setvup school soom.
About 320 children have been signed up for Headstart.

DELTA--=-A Foor Feople!s Conference was held over the weekend of Jan. 2B-30 in Mt. Beulah,
called by the MFDP, MFLU, and the Delta Ministry. Out of it came a telegram to Presldent
Johnson asking for help for all the hemeless, Jobless people in the Pelta. Peopls at the
meeting also decided to sit in st a deserted Air Force Base In Gresnville to demand that

it be used as & housing projfect, food distribution center, and job training center. Afier
a day and a kalf, they were carried cut by Air Force Police. Do you think the reason that
Project HELP is finally being started is because they sat in at the Alr Foree Base? (OVER)
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FOURTH DI STRICT--CLARKE CO,--HELP report: On Jan. 20 tkm a committee went to the welfare
office to ask and make requests about Project HELP, Mrs. Triggs seid she didn't lmow

about it. GShe finally admitted that she kmew about it, and that she had not
intended to hire sny Negroes in the pgogram, ond if whe were golng to hire Hegroes, she
would contact the principal of the Negro high school. Sha finally agreed to hire half
whites and half Megroes, and asked Rev, Killingsworth to submit a list of names.

LEAKE ¢0, (Ofshoma report)--There was a mesting here Thursday night with Jesse Morrls of
the Poor Pecpla's Corporation, since the community is working to get one started in this
county. People went to the Conforence in Mt. Beulah.

HESHOBA CO. (philadelphia)--BELP report: On Jan, 2, Rev, Collier went tc the Welfare
Office to inquire about Project HELP, They told him that it hadn't been approved yet by
the Board of Supervisors, btut that when it was, they would let FDP know.

RINEIN CO.--(Fannin comwnity) We in Rankin Co. are still working for Freedom, although
at this time of the year things do move a little slow, and there arenot nearly enough
faithful workers to stick with a job until it is will done. One of the main things that
wa are stil]l worldng on is registration, even though mest of the pecple in the movement
gircle are registersd we still have the problem of how to get the other pecple to the
court house. The old fear of what people will think, some clder people fesr their welfare
checks will be cut off, others are self-satisfied.

We continmue to tell everyone to pay their poll tax.

Also in the Fisgah Community we have started cour CDM on a volumbtary basis. The
parents are very cooperative.

Also we havd started a drive te help raise a pertion of the $#85000 for the expense
of carrying on our FOP work.

We have trled schocl integration but as yet hasn't anything coms of it. The law
official have frightensd some parents, crosses were burned in theddiveways. Do you want
to know what the sheriff said, "Don't worry about it, it doesn't mean a thing, 1f you have
any trouble call me.," I guess he call trouble when your house get burned down.

Our pet peeve in Rankin Co. is our pastors and teachers and so-called satisfied
poople, who aren't sbout to stick their necks cut for themselves or thelr fellow brothers.
I wonder what happened to all that love they preach and teach about all the time. It's
timethat pecple in Renkin Co. wake up and find out who their real friends are, the so-
called little pecple. (from) MWrs. Allean Adams

FIFTH DISTRICT--HAR®ISOM CO. (Culfport)--T hey integrated the bowling alley one night.
All the best Negro bowlers went to the dlley, and were very well receivad., Mrs. Keyss
is working on welfare complaints., She plans to get the names of 500-600 people who have
not been getting sufficient welfare. About a week later, 6 Megro guys were denied
admisslon to another bowling alley. The owner locked them out, and said that he wouldn't
let them in until Mrs, Keyes talked to his lawyer.
The peopls dn the county are collecting food and o lothing for the pecple im Tent City.

JACKSOH CO. (Moss Point)--Recently they just changed the boundaries of Moss Peint, so the
FDF .is now working onhbgetting who now live inside the clty boundaries to get thelr names
en the oty books.

- When Mrs, Grandison received the leaflat about the Foor People's Conference at Mt.
Beulsh, she tock it down toteh county supervisor. He sidd that there were no problems in
Jackson Co., because they had welfare and comnoditiss. She asid she kmew lots of pecple by
name who needed welfare andweren't getting it. He said name one. She did. So he called
up the lady, arranged for the welfare dept. to go Ilnterview her, and alsc for the county
to pay her il; a months Mrs. Grandison says she's going to bring a lot more people down
to the welfsra office, and if they are refused, she'll bring them to the county supervisor.

L e
IMPORTAN T REQUEST ABOUT CONBRESSIMNAL AND SENATORIAL CINDIDVTES:

The FDP is supporting L sandidates to run for Congress, and a candidate to run for
fhe Senate (against Senator Eastland) this November. We are sure you would like for
these px candidates to come talk to the people in your county., In order to make this
possible, we need to know whon you have precinct and county meetings. Weuld sach ecunty
please send us the time and place of all regular meetings--community meetings, precinct
meetlngs, beat meetings, county meetings, etc. Also, let ws know if you are having any

partioular meetings where you wonld like your FDP-supported Congrossional or Senatorial
candidates to spesk.

Freesdom, FDOP ST.TE OFFICE
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MINUTES OF THE FDP STATE EXECUTIVE COMWITTEE MEETMNG, Feb, 3, 1966, in Jackson

Members in attendance: Lawrence Quyot, Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Palmer, Mr. Miles, Mr, Carr,
haron Henry. Also George Williams, James Plttman, Mr. Clec Jackson, and Mrs, Susie Ruffin.

A report of Strike City was given, point‘ng out that there were 100 famillies
now 1living there and that there was a leadership council slected by the peoples
now living in Strike City which ia made up of pecple in FOP, FLU, and Delta Ministry,

It was discussed and agreed that there is theneed in Mississippl for the ate
placement of Federal marshall with the power to arrast in tho Statoc, Aron Honry
pointed out that in attomps of this kind that it would bo ! hslpful and neecssary to get
tho assistanco of tho Ciliv ™ghts lcadorship conferongos Thore was a discussion of

Bundays mosting which is called to prepare to deal with the problem that will eccur in
eemminities which will have this type of problem, The presont attompt is to get 2 people
from cach County to attend the mecting in Jackson, Mrs, Bawrence , Isane Frosper have
agreed to attend , Thére was discussion and agro dment pending the confermation of the
othor members of the exee, Comm. revelant to the filing of the suits dealing with
changing the basic of selection forFedefal Jurdies in the Wotberna and Southemn
district . It was also pointed out by A Henry that the - joaiticn of non="responsibility
for " Operation Help" was jointly then by Mrss Ey Gandy and the board of Supervison
and that comsideration should be given to the migrant farmm workers program.

The person to - contact about the Migrant farm workers ts Tom Cater s , Wash, D, C,
It was agreeded that we would fight for the funding of the CDGM about question of the
board bascd particlpation of the poor,

At the request of Mr. Milss at the last meeting , Mrs. Susie Ruffins was invited to
peesent her side of the story dealing with the printing of the News Letter, Back growmn
information was presented by Lawrence OGujot polnting out the publishing financeing
and content of the Hews Letter was in fact detormined by an individusl speifically Mrs.
Ruffins and not by the MFOF , Mrs. Ruffins pointed cout that a bad picture of her
being present and that she had been ask by Lawernce Cuyot to act as editor of the News
letter impodiatley after the Atlantde City , and that the people of Mississippi wanted
the News Lotter &nd that she would print it regardlesss She further ' alléd;ecs that
is a prosonality problom betwecn herselfl andmembers of the Stade Exs, Comm.because
of an argumeng thst alledgodky took place in Washington D.C, dealine  with fimancial
record of | ‘the EFDP . Aaron Henry pointod out thobasic¢ question involod when he pointed
out that MFOP on the case of thopublic~tion of any Bibel statement or articles would
not be dBalt with logally in its cntirety but +that the stake Exe. Comm. would be answ-
orable eolloctively and indvidually . There was an agrocdment that Mrs, Ruffins had
the right to Freedom of expression and id Mrs. Ruffin want to publishe the News Letter
2Magazine , periodical or any other form of expeession , she should do so but the that
the MFDF must live in the Politieal position as far as its eminies are consered would
not allow the MFOF to be operatéd in tha same marner it was operated in immeditely aftor
the Atantic City, A, Henry sald that we are no longer meophytes . Mr. Miles pointed out
that if Hr.ﬂ%nt had the right 1o ask H.t'nﬁ Ruffins to print thc News Letter that he had
the righ! to ask her not to print it, Mr, “enry ask Mrs, Ruffins if she was concerned ab-
out remadnding the editor of the News fetter or was this a question of the Hiows Letter
being printed or of her Frocdom to print ity This guestion was not answer,

The State Execu‘dve Committee has definitely ruled that the WNewbeSter should be discon=
tinute pending compledo rovie by the Excutivo Committee and the formation of an editorial
board which weuld be compome of thossa whe would be logally responsible if that the beoard
did not exusta
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TEACH=-IM on WAR IN VIETHAM PLENNED FOR FEBRUARY 13 AT TOUGALOD COLLEGE.
The Tougaloo Ad Hoo Committee and the MFDP were co-spomsors of a planned discussion of
the War in Vietnam. As of February 7, most of the people we invited to speak seem
imahle to attend. So we are not sure now if the Teach-In will take place after all.

If you are interested in attending, pleasa call the MFIF State Office in Jackson later
in the weak, to find out if the Teach-In will still be held.
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Here 1s the telegrnm thnt thc White House scnt us, after the Poor People's
Conference st 6. Beulrh sont “resldent Johnscon & telegram asking for help
for all the poor pecple in Miasisslppi:

c 3 Washington DC, Peb. 5, 1966
The President has asked us to thank you for your wire. The Offlce of
Economic Opportunity has already funded programs for Mississippl to the
extent of nearly twenty-five milllion dollass during the past fifteen months,
The 3tar program and Proflect Hesdstart are outstending examples of programs
which have reached the poor in Mississippl/ Only this past woek we relecased
the first increment of a $1,600,000 demonstration ant to the State Welfaro
Department to develop & distribution ayatem for $2i,000,000 worth of surplus
food--which will directly benefit the poor.Because meny of the needs clted
in your wire are beyond the capabllity of this agency to serve, the White
House 1a also bringing this matter to the sttention of BSecretary Wirtz
(Lebor), Secrestry Gerdner (Health, Educetion and Welfare), and Secretary
Froeman (/griculturec). These departments are sll deeply committed to
helping the poor. We sincerely hope that we will be able to do more for the
Misslssippl poor through our com unity action prograr as &all of the poopleo
of Misslssippl united in a common effort to alleviate the plight of thd poor.
Thias will require the effortm, vooperqtion and dedication of all elements of
soclety towsrd the objective of ultimetely elirinating poverty. The same
holdas true in all parts of our country. ! great soclety is a soclety that
is willing to work t ogethor. With every best wish. Sincerely.

Thoras . Gea, Doputy Executive Secreatary
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HEADSTART M/Y NOT BE REFINDED. WHITE TO WASHINGTON!

When we heard that Hesdatart may not get funds for future programs, the FDP
sent the followlng telegrar to President Hohnson gnd Sargent Shriver, who
+13 head of the Poverty Program.

The Mlaslsslppl Preedom Democratlc Party is shocked that after flve
months of walting the Child Development Group of Mississippi (CDGM) has not
been funded by the UE0. To hundrcds of people in Misslissippl, CDG} ropriascnia
sents & program designed to provide jJobs for hundreds of people who are now
roceiving welfare and will become eligible for welfare. By withholding
these funds the OEQ 1s participating in a relocation of poverty. Headstart
eould provide economie stability, slthough temporary, to people who would
otherwlse have tq lecave Misslsslppl. We belleve CDGM offers to the young
people of Misglgsippl order, stnbllity, and preparation for the political
changes which the President referrcd to in hisg State of the Union address.
We demand that Imrediate steps be tesken to fund the ataff and operations
of 100 or moro CDGM conters Iin the 3 toto.

Signod Lawrence Guyot, Chatiman
Peggy Jean Connor, Zecrotary
Mizglssippl Froedom Democratie
Party

Atk gt dh el R SN 2 S

This copy of a telegram max sent by the FDF tothe Prealdent
and 3srgent Shriver was in support ofnthe funding of Headstart. The attempt
to separate money and pelitics ia foolish., Headstart should get the money
that the government has avallable.in ordor to carry out a program that has
benefitted thousands of Milasslssipplana, end as Chalrman of the FDP I ask
everyone 1n Mississippl to write to the OEOQ in Washington immediately and
demand t hat OEQ provide money ao that Headatart may be carriad out. The
letters should be sent to

Lyndon Johnson Sargent Shriver

The White House O0ffice of Beonomic Opportunity

Weshington IDC Washington DC
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Here is the 1list of 7 demands that the people were asking for when they
sat-in st the Gresnville Alr Force Baaa! {

January 31, 1966, Greenville, Mias.
WHZY WE ARE HERE AT THE GREENVILIE AIR FOROE BASE

We ere here because we sre hungry and cold and wé have no jobs or land.
We don't went charity. We are willing to work for ourselves if.given a
chance. We need help to get atarted now. ’

We are st tho Greenvlille fir PForce Base because 1% 1s lederal property
and theres are hundreds of empty houses and bulldings. Lh

We peed those houses end the land. We could be trained for jobs in
the bulldings.

WHAT WE ARE DEMANDING

1. WE %PHD FOOD. We arc here bocause we are hungry. Our children can't
be tau n school because they sre hungry. They can't even pget the food

in school becasse they have to buy 1t and don't have the money.

2. ME MMID JOB3. We are here becsuse we have no jobs. Many of us have
baen own oIl the plentabtions where we worked for nothing xk all of our
livea. We don't went charity. We demand our rights to jobs, sc that we can
do something with cur lives aond build us a future.

3. “E DEMAND JOB-TRAINING. We demand that people be trained for thinga that
they went to do end that thoy be paid while thoy are being trained.

L. WE DEM'ND INCOME. We demand that poor people ba glven an ircome Imstead
of handouts and focd commodities. Until we get an income for ‘our families,
wo want commoditlios which are fit to ent. The commodities we get now ara
old snd full of bugs snd weevils. %o want fresh vegetables, fruits, snd
meat/ We want to decide whet foods we eat. The federal government tells ua
to go directly to the state mmd county for help but when we go there they
den't know what we're telking about.

5. WE DEM/ND LAND. We sre herc because we don't have lend. Thare are
thousands of ncrea here that the govermmont owns. We say we ars supposaed to
be part of that govermment. We woent the clear lend and t he unelear land and
we'll clear the unelear land ocurselves,

6. WE W/NT "OPER‘TION HELP" TO BE STOPFED. We don't want t he Missiassippi
county boards ol sunerv!q‘ura to heve mnother chance to declde whether poor
people should got food. " We don't recognize these county boards because they
don' represent us. 'Wo want the OffTlce of Economle Opportunity and the U,3.
Department of Agriculture to hire poor people e say roprosent us. We, the
poar people, want to distribute thse ood:

7. WE DE}®D THAT PROJECT HE:DSTART SCHOOLS BE STARTED NOW. We domand t hat
the Office ol Econorlc Opportunity give us the money thoy prorised us last
September soc thet our children can be taught in the Heddatart schoola.

Wo sre rsady to esk of Presldent Johnson whose slde areyou on=--the poor
poople's or the millionalrea?

POOR PEOPLE'S CONFERENCR

THE POOR PEOPIE ON THE AIR FORCE BfSE
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FLEASE AL3SD SEND TELEGRAMS FROTESTIMO THE MAKE=UF OF THE STAWTE ADVISORY BOARD OF FROJECT
THEL P% The state advlisory board for Project HELP, chosen by Miss Bvelyn Gandy,
State Commissioner of Welfare, is integrated, but there are no poor people on it. Flease
gend letters and talegrams protesting the make-up of the Board to the OED in Weshington.
{Remebber, the MFDP sent a list of names to be considersd for the Board to Miss Uandy,
but none of these names were chosen,)

Send letters and telegrams to

Mr. Sam Yetts -
Office of Economic Opportunity’
1200-19th 5%, W

Washington DC
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Mississippl Freedor Derccratic Farty
Sund~y Februsry 6th, IG&é

The next meeting will take place on Sunday, #mooe February 20, at the Masonic Templas,
1072 Lynch Street, Jackson. I
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The meeting was to go over what came out of the Mt. Beulah & Alr Force Fase
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First Jesse Harrls gave a background report on what had happened up to npw.

Jesse Hapria --- Attemp was made irmvolve poor people who hed never had
aﬂuhan:e to work in tgg poverty program, also those kicked off Dalta
plantations. We ealled a Poor People's Conventlon and 600-7ee people came.
Out of our discussions came the decision to go to the Greenville Alr Force
Base, to go there to meke our derends. /About 60 out of the B00 went.

rfter 2 deys we were told to lesve by the clty officlals. When we refused,
people were carried out. So they went to Tent City. They =ald they want
no part of the government, they want a 1ife of their own. Thosa peapl?
elscted their own leaders and are reqdy to start & new life. They don b
¥now anything sbout the FDP or the Freedom Labor Union or the Delta
Ministry. Our ides is to bulld e city with training programs. They

waent to buy up some more land around ka=w them and bulld a new olty. i
Things have made those poor people mad. Has it made kmmmm the FDP mad
Most of them hsve not been involved in ecivil rights or nothing.

After Jesse gave this introduction, the people there discussed the problem
of the peopls in Tent City and others wlth the seme problers, and what
could be done aboukt & ham.

It was mentloned that there was a cholce whther to set up Tent Cities in
other aress, or just make one big city. Guyot sald we now have to go
beyond voter r eglstration to land =md jobs, because if even 1f Negroecs
t registered, we still have to worry about keeping them here. TIsnac
ster saild thet the land at Tent Clty in Tribbett ia not enough for
averyone who wents to live thers. Mr. Steptoe, who had led s workshop
on lend at M. Bsulah then apoke. He offered 100 mcres of his own land,
with t imber on 1t, for people to llve on, and asaid he knew several other
men who had land and timber to offer. He also sald we should atart
Egﬁvidiug i@bﬂ for our own poople and not asking the white man to do 1t.
ster seld that the people in Tent City hed laarned thay got no help
Tfrom the federal government and they are thinking more lndependent of the
overnment as well as seonomically. He added that there were about 1000
amilies without jobs who would come to a new ecity.

Jease Harrls sald that he thought the poor people in the Delta would
want to stay iIn the Delta, and that poor people in Amite Co. should use
Mr, Steptoe's land. Mr. Steptoe said that the land he owned he would
let people live on and build on for as long as they needed, but if they
moved the houses would go back to the owner. Robert Jamcs asked If 1t
wouldn't be BBtter to let the people buy ths land and be independent.

Ted Seaver llsted three ways we could rslse money to buy the land we
needed-- 1) raise it ourselves; 2) get it from the Poederal Government;

3) get it from foreign countries. OGuyot sgld that we should try to make
the federsl government move by going shesd snd bullding houses ourselves,
saying You wouldn't do 1t for us, so we'll do 1t ourselves.

Jeke Ayers asked about t he people im Tent

government, did they meen an independdnt city, or independant of the
United States? He slso asked why these pecole weren't here to speak for

themselves, why we were tal king about and making declsions gbout them.

He sald some way should be found so they can bu 1
want bo. ¥ y their own lasnd if they

City wanting a indépendent

Jac Wasserman told sbout a federal program that pald t
cost of housing for migrant and farm wnrﬁarff Than tﬁa paggia ::ézh:nd
accepted a motlon to gat as much as land s possible thst con be used as
long as necessary, to get ms much technical skill as poaslible, and to
try to get federal money.
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Mrs. Davins seld that nothing had been done about Operation HELP on the
local level until the sit-in at Gresnville. It is now sterting Feb. 7.
FPgople should go down right ewsy and spplybfor the joba. (32es cther pags
beginning with "Counties particlpating in All-Necdy Surplus Food Frogram.i





