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COUNTY*REPORTS—*Tamiary 20, 1966-february 5, 1966 

FIRST DISTRICT—ATTALA CO. {Kosciusko)—^ Jan. 29, there was a mass meeting attended by 
5C0 people. Lawrence Guyot'was guest speaker. After the meeting, people went to 
. restaurants a l l over town, where they were served. Three nights l a t e r , lU people, inclu­
ding worker Gunter Frentz, went to the movie t h e a t e r . White people threw ice and eggs a t 
them while police stood by. When they l e f t , they were followed by a dozen carloads of 
whites. Later t h a t ni^ht , 13 guys with guns and clubs came to the office. Gunter f i red 
over t h e i r heads, and they l e f t amid t h r e a t s . Cn Feb. 2, around 10:30 p.m. one of a group 
of votdr reg i s t ra t ion volunteers from Oberlin College was shot in the- shoulder while 
standing in front of the FDP off ice . Jus t before the shooting, a house near to the Office 
was burned down. The next day, the high school kids had a march to p ro tes t the r e fu sa l 
of t he i r -p r inc ipa l to l e t the c i v i l r igh ts workers speak a t the i r graduation. 

OKTIBBEHA CO. (starkville)--HELP report : On Feb. U, Roosevelt Vaughn talked to Miss E l l i s 
abcut Project HELP. (Welfare Dept . ) . She said she d idn ' t know anything about i t . 

CLAY CO.—On Feb. 3, about 500 people went down to the Welfare Dept. with applicat ions to 
get ass is tance- The people used t h e i r own applicat ion forms. The lady f i r s t refused to 
take the applicat ions since they weren't t h e of f ic ia l forms, but l a t e r she took them and 
s t a r t ed putting people on welfare. 30-U0 people picketed in front of the office to push 
for ge t t ing people on welfare. 

On Feb, 5, there was F i r s t D i s t r i c t Nominating Convention t o se lec t a Congressional 
Candidate. No decision was reached. 

SECOND DISrFJCT**tcARRCLL>--After federal r eg i s t r a r s had been in the county for about two or 
three weeks, r eg i s t r a t ion dropped off to only 5 or 7 people per day. Jus t ice Dept. 
lawyers came down to t a l k to the FDP. The workers urged tha t federal r eg i s t r a r s be sent 
to churches around the county so people could get to them more e a s i l y . The, lawyers asked 
for a map indicating which churches they recommended. 

The JD was also about to f i l e a s u i t in federal court against the Carrol l Co, school 
board for not complying with a court order to in tegrate U grades l a s t September, and for 
having more courses at the white schooj, However, before the sui t came up}, i t was se t t l ed 
out of court , 

HOLMES CO.—On the evening of Jan. ?6,. the store of an act ive FDP member had two bombs 
thr-owh in to i t , and another ac t ive member had a cross bumed in h i s backyard. 

On Feb. 1, an invest igator from the Department of Agriculture came to Holmes Co. to 
inves t iga te the ASCS e lec t ions . He said he would be there for about a month, and that 
there were 3 or U other federal inves t iga tors in the s t a t e . (If there i s an ASCS inves • 
t iga tor in your county, or i f anything else in te res t ing comes up around ASCS, please l e t 
us know,) 

This i s from the Holmes Co. FDP Newsletter: There are more and more jobs opening 
up, We would l ike to s t a r t keeping l i s t s of people who need jobs, t h e i r names, t he i r 
addresses and ages. This w i l l help when we hear of job openings. Someone in each 
community who i s in teres ted in working on the Labor Subcommittee should s t a r t making l i s t s 
l i ke t h i s of people in t h e i r area who need jobs . These l i s t s should be turned in to the 
Lexington FDP off ice. 

(Have you organized your subcommittees yet? Who i s on them? What are they doing? 
Please l e t us know.) 

QUITMAN CO. (Marks)-- We had a friendly with Miss Dukes of the Welfare Dept, and discovered 
the following: 1) as soon as the contract for Project HELP i s signed, three people on 
welfare w i l l be signed to d i s t r ibu te commodities. Tne Bd. of Supervisors has not ye t 
signed. As previously mentioned, the program wi l l be used to extend commodities for twp 
months. 2) The Work Experience Program (Mid-State Opportunities Inc.) has been cut in 
half owing to what Mrs. Dukes referred to as t ha t damn war. Originally lUO people were 
to have been hired from the Welfare caseload. 

(Note: compare t h i s piece of information with Ed King's statement about the Vietnam 
war and the Poverty Program, a t the end of t h i s mailing.) 

At l e a s t six children wi l l go to the white school next semester. 
The roads have been considerably improved, but much s t i l l needs to be dose. Two 

g i r l s completed the Citizenship Education Program, and hopefully wi l l setvup school sooma 
About 320 children have been signed up for Headstart . 

DJ£LTA-A Poor People 's Conference was held over the weekend of Jan. 28-30 in Mt. Beulah, 
cal led by the MFDP, MFLU, and the Delta Ministry. Out of i t came a telegram to President 
Johnson asking for help for a l l the homeless, jobless people in the Delta. People at the 
meeting also decided to s i t in a t a deserted Air Force Base in Greenville t o demand that 
i t be used as a housing project , food d i s t r ibu t ion center, and job t ra in ing center . After 
a day and a half, they were carr ied out by Air Force Pol ice . Do you think the reason tha t 
Project HELP i s f ina l ly being s t a r t ed i s because they sat in a t the Air Force Base? (OVER) 
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FOURTH DISTRICT—CLARKE CO.—HELP report : On Jan. 20 *fca a committee went to the welfare 
°fx'ice to ask and make requests about Project HELP. Mrs. Triggs said she d idn ' t know 
anything about i t . She f ina l ly admitted that she knew about i t , and that she had not 
intended to hire any Negroes in the pgogram, and i f whe were going to h i re Negroes, she 
would contact the pr incipal of the Negro high school. She f ina l ly agreed to h i re half 
whites and half Negroes, and asked Rev, Killingsworth to submit a l i s t of names. 

LE'eKE CO. (Ofahoma report) — There was a meeting here Thursday night with Jesse Morris of 
the Poor People 's Corporation, since the community i s working to get one s ta r ted in t h i s 
county. People went to the Conference in Mt. Beulah. 

NESHOBA CO. (Philadelphia)—HELP report : On Jan. 2U, Rev. Coll ier went to the Welfare 
Office to inquire about Project HELP. They told him that i t hadn' t been approved yet by 
the Board of Supervisors, but tha t when i t was, they would l e t FDP know. 

'RANKIN CO.—(Fannin community) We in Rankin Co. are s t i l l working for Freedom, although 
a t th i s time of the year things do move a l i t t l e slow, and there arenot nearly enough 
fa i thfu l workers to s t i ck with a job u n t i l i t i s wall done. One of the main things tha t 
we are s t i l l working on i s r eg i s t ra t ion , even though most of the people in the movement 
c i rc le are regis tered we s t i l l have the problem of how to get the other people to the 
court house. The old fear of what people w i l l think, some older people fear t he i r welfare 
checks w i l l be cut off, others are s e l f - s a t i s f i ed . 

We continue to t e l l everyone to pay the i r p o l l t ax . 
Also in the Pisgah Community we have s ta r ted our CDGM on a voluntary b a s i s . The 

parents are very cooperative. 
Also we havd s tar ted a drive to help ra ise a portion of the $85000 for the expense 

of carrying on our FDP work. 
We have t r i e d school in tegrat ion but as ye t hasn ' t anything come of i t . The law 

of f ic ia l have frightened some parents , crosses were burned in the driveways. Do you want 
to know what the sheriff said, "Don't worry about i t , i t doesn't mean a thing, i f you have 
any trouble ca l l me." I guess he ca l l t rouble when your house get burned down. 

Our pet peeve in Rankin Co* i s our pastors and teachers and so-called sa t i s f i ed 
people, who a r e n ' t about to s t ick t h e i r necks out for themselves or t h e i r fellow bro the r s . 
I wonder what happened to a l l that love they preach and teach about a l l the time. I t ' s 
timethat people in Rankin Co. wake up and find out who the i r r ea l friends are , the so-
cal led l i t t l e people. (from) Mrs. Allean Adams 

FIFTH DISTRICT—HARBISON CO. (Gulfport) — T hey in tegrated the bowling a l ley one n ight . 
All the bes t Negro bowlers went to the a l ley , and were very we l l received. Mrs. Keyes 
i s working on welfare complaints. She plans to get the names of 500-600 people who have 
not been get t ing suff ic ient welfare. About a week l a t e r , 6 Negro guys were denied 
admission to another bowling a l l ey . The owner locked them out, and said tha t he wouldn't 
l e t them in u n t i l Mrs. Keyes talked to his lawyer. 

The people in the county are col lect ing food and c lothing for the people in Tent Ci ty . 

JACKSON CO. (Moss Point)—Recently they j u s t changed the boundaries of Moss Point , so the 
FDP.is now working onbgetting who now l ive inside the c i ty boundaries to get t h e i r names 
on the c i ty books. 

When Mrs. Grandison received the l e a f l e t about t h e Poor People's Conference a t Mt. 
Beulah, she took i t down toteh county supervisor. He said t ha t there were no problems in 
Jackson Co., because they had welfare and cormodities. She said she knew l o t s of people by 
name viho needed welfare andweren't get t ing i t . He said name one. She did. So he ca l led 
up the lady, arranged for the welfare dept. to go interview her, and also for the county 
to pay her $15 a month* Mrs. Grandison says she 's going t o bring a lo t more people down 
to the welfare off ice, and i f they are refused, s h e ' l l bring them to the county supervisor* 
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IMPORTANT REQUEST ABOUT CCNBRESSICNAL AND SENATORIAL CANDIDATES: 

The FDP i s supporting U candidates to run for Congress, and a candidate te run for 
Jrhe Senate (agains t Senator Eastland) th i s November. We are sure you would l ike for 
these ipx candidates to come ta lk to the people in your county. In order to make t h i s 
possible , we need to know when you have precinct and county meetings. Would each county 
please send us the time and place of a l l regular meetings—community meetings, precinct 
meetings, beat meetings, county meetings, e t c . Also, l e t us know i f you are having any 
pa r t i cu la r meetings where you would l ike your FDP-supported Congressional or Senatorial 
candidates to speak. 

Freedom, FDP STATE OFFICE 
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MINUTES OF THE FDP STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, Feb. 3, 1966, in Jackson 

Members in attendance: Lawrence Guyot, Mrs* Devine, Mrs. Palmer, Mr. Miles, Mr. Carr, 
Aaron Henry. Also George Williams, James Pittman, Mr. Cleo Jackson, and Mrs. Susie Ruffin. 

A report of Strike City was given, pointing out that there were 100 famillies 
now living there and that there was a leadership council elected by the peoples 
now living in Strike city which is made up of people in FDP, FLU, and Delta Ministry. 

It was discussed and agreed that there is theneed in Mississippi for the immediate 
placement of Federal marshall with the power to arrsst in the Stato, Aron Henry 
pointed out that in attomps of this kind that it would bo ! hajpful and nescssary to get 
the assistance of the Ciliv ^ights leadership conference. There was a discussion of 
Sundays meeting which is called to prepare to deal with tho problem that will occur in 

communities which will have this type of problem, The present attempt is to get 2 people 
from each County to attend the meeting in Jackson* Mrs. Lawrence , i 3 a a c Froster have 
agreed to attend ,, There was discussion and agro dment pending the conformation of the 
other members of the exec, Commo revejant to the filing of the suits dealing with 
changing the basic of selection forFcdefial Juries in the Notherrn and Southern 
district . It was also pointed out by A .Henry that the ipOBition•• of non-"rosponsibility 
for " Operation Help" was jointly then by Mrs* E* Gandy and the"board of Supervison 
and that consideration should be given to the migrant farm workers program. 

The person to • contact about the Migrant farm workers is ̂ om Cater s , Wash, D, C, 
It was agreeded that we would fight for the funding of the CDGM about question of the 
board based participation of toe poor* 

At the request of Mr* Miles at the last meeting , Mrs. susie Ruffins was invited to 
present her side of the story dealing with the printing of the News Letter. Back grown 
information was presented by Lawrence Guyot pointing out the publishing financeing 
and content of the News Letter was in fact determined by an individuel spcifically Mrs* 
Ruff ins and not by the MFDJ? . Mrs. Ruff ins pointed cout that a bad picture of her 
being present and that she had been ask by Lawernce Guyot to act as editor of the News 
letter imjmcdiatley after the Atlantic City , and that the people of Mississippi wanted 
the News Letter and that she would print it regardless* She further • alleges that 
is a pr^sonality problem between herself andmembers of the Statte Exe. Comm.because 
of an argument that'alledgediy took place in Washington D.C. dealino- with financial 
record of !tĥ . KFDP • Aaron Henry pointed out thebasid question involed when he pointed 
out that MFDP on the case of thopubliction of any Bibel statement or articles would 
not be dealt with legally in its entirety but that the state Exe. Comm. would be answ­
erable collectively and indvidually . There was an agrccdment that Mrs. Ruffins had 
the right to Freedom of expression and id Mrs. Ruffin want to publishe the News Letter 
,Magazine , periodical or any other form of expEession , she should do so but the that 

the MFDP must live in the Political position as far as its erainies are concered would 
not allow the MFDP to be operated in the same manner it was operated in immedately after 
the Atantic ^ity, A. Henry said that we are no longer neophytes . Mr. Miles pointed out 
that if Mr.G^uyot had the right to ask Mrs* Ruffins to print the News Letter that he had 
the righ to ask her not to print it. Mr, enry ask Mrs* Ruffins if she was concerned ab­
out remainding the editor of the News tetter or was this a question of the News Letter 
being printed or of her Freedom to print it* This question was not answer. 

The Stato Executive Committee has definitely ruled that the NewLe&ter should be discon-
tinute pending compleibe rcvie by the Excutivo Committee and the formation of an editorial 
board which would be compose of those who would be legally responsible if that, the board 
did not exust* 

FREEDOM, 

2—3*_66 
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TEACH-IN on WAR IN VIETNAM PLfiNNED FOR FEBRUARY 1 3 AT TOUGALOO COLLEGE. 
The Tougaloo Ad Hoc Committee and the MFDP were co-sponsors of a planned discussion of 
the War in Vietnam. As of February 7, most of the people we invi ted to speak aeem 
unable to a t tend . So we are not sure now if the Teach-in wil l take place a f te r a l l . 

I f you are in teres ted in attending, please c a l l the MFDP Sta te Office in Jackson l a t e r 
in the week, to find out i f the Teach-In wi l l s t i l l be held. 
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Here i s t h e t e l e g r a m t h a t t h e White House s e n t u s , a f t e r tho Poor P e o p l e ' s 
Confe ronce a t ' f t . Bcu l "h 3ont - " r e s i d e n t Johnson a t e l e g r a m a s k i n g f o r h e l p 
f o r a l l t h e p o o r p e o p l e i n l i s s i s s i p p i : 

Washing ton DC, Feb . 5* 1966 
The P r e s i d e n t has asked u s t o t h a n k you f o r you r w i r e . The O f f i c e of 
Economic O p p o r t u n i t y h a s a l r e a d y funded programs f o r M i s s i s s i p p i t o t h e 
e x t e n t of n e a r l y t w e n t y - f i v e mil"1 i on d o l l a s s d u r i n g t h e p a s t f i f t e e n mon ths . 
The S t a r p rog ram and P r o j e c t H e a d s t a r t a r e o u t s t a n d i n g examples of p rograms 
which have r e a c h e d t h e p o o r in M i s s i s s i p p i / Only t h i s p a s t week we r e l e a s e d 
t h e f i r s t i n c r e m e n t of a $ 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 d e m o n s t r a t i o n g r a n t t o t h e S t a t e Wel fa re 
Depor tment t o d e v e l o p a d i s t r i b u t i o n s y s t e m f o r !ft>2U.,000,000 w o r t h of s u r p l u s 
food—which w i l l d i r e c t l y b e n e f i t t h e p o o r . B e c a u s e many of t h e n e e d s c i t e d 
i n y o u r w i r e a r e beyond t h e c a p a b i l i t y of t h i s agency t o s e r v e , the White 
House i s a l s o b r i n g i n g t h i s m a t t e r t o t h e a t t e n t i o n of S e c r e t a r y W i r t z 
( L a b o r ) , S e c r e t a r y Gardner ( H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n and W e l f a r e ) , and S e c r e t a r y 
Freeman ( A g r i c u l t u r e ) . These d e p a r t m e n t s a r e a l l d e e p l y commit ted t o 
h e l p i n g t h e p o o r . We s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t we w i l l be a b l e t o do more f o r t h e 
M i s s i s s i p p i p o o r t h r o u g h our com u n i t y a c t i o n p rogram as a l l of t h e p o o p l o 
of M i s s i s s i p p i u n i t e d i n a corn-ion e f f o r t t o a l l e v i a t e t h e p l i g h t of the1 p o o r . 
T h i s w i l l r e q u i r e t h e e f f o r t s , c o o p e r a t i o n and d e d i c a t i o n of a l l e l e m e n t s of 
s o c i e t y toward t h e o b j e c t i v e of u l t i m a t e l y e l i m i n a t i n g p o v e r t y . The same 
h o l d s t r u e i n o i l p a r t s of o u r c o u n t r y . '• g r e a t s o c i e t y i s a s o c i e t y t h a t 
i s w i l l i n g t o w o r k t o g e t h e r . With e v e r y b e s t w i s h . S i n c e r e l y . 

Thomas X Gee, Deputy E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y 
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HEADSTART M "Y NOT BE REPTNDED. WRITE TO WASHINGTON'. 

When we h e a r d t h a t H e a d s t a r t may n o t g e t funds f o r f u t u r e p r o g r a m s , t h e PDP 
s e n t t h e f o l l o w i n g t e l e g r a m t o P r o s i d o n t fflohnson qnd S a r g e n t S h r i v e r , w$o 

. I s head of t h e P o v e r t y Program. 

The M i s s i s s i p p i Freedom Democra t i c P a r t y i s shocked t h a t a f t e r f i v e 
months of w a i t i n g t h e C h i l d Development Group of M i s s i s s i p p i (CDGM) has n o t 
been funded by tho 0E0. To h u n d r e d s of p e o p l e i n M i s s i s s i p p i , CDGî  r e p r e s e n t s 
s e n t s a p rog ram d e s i g n e d t o p r o v i d e j o b s f o r h u n d r e d s of p e o p l e who a r e now 
r e c e i v i n g w e l f a r e and w i l l become e l i g i b l e f o r w e l f a r e . By w i t h h o l d i n g 
t h e s e funds t h e 0E0 i s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a r e l o c a t i o n of p o v e r t y . H e a d s t a r t 
c o u l d p r o v i d e economic s t a b i l i t y , a l t h o u g h t e m p o r a r y , t o p e o p l e who would 

- o t h e r w i s e have t q l e a v e M i s s i s s i p p i . We b e l i e v e CDGM o f f e r s t o t h e young 
p e o p l e of M i s s i s s i p p i o r d e r , s t a b i l i t y , and p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e p o l i t i c a l 
changes which t h e P r e s i d e n t r e f e r r e d t o i n h i 3 S t a t e of t h o Union a d d r e s s . 
Wo demand t h a t i m a e d i a t e s t o p s be t o k e n t o fund t h e s t a f f and o p e r a t i o n s 

-of 100 o r more CDGM c e n t e r s i n t h e s t n t e . 

S igned Lawrence Guyot , Chairman 
Peggy J e a n Connor , S e c r e t o r y 

M i s s i s s i p p i Freedom D e m o c r a t i c 
P a r t y 

MM • • • • • • » H m it mtw 
This copy of a telegram xax sent by the FDP to the President 

and Sargent Shriver was in support ofnthe funding of Headstart. The attempt 
to separate money and politics is foolish. Headstart should get the monoy 
that the government has available.in ordor to carry out a program that has 
benefitted thousands of Mississippians, and as Chairman of the FDP I ask 
everyone in Mississippi to write to the 0E0 in Washington immediately and 
demand that 0E0 provide money so that Headstart may be carried out. The 
letters should be sent to 

Lyndon Johnson Sargent Shriver 
The White House Offico of Economic Opportunity 
Washington DC Washington DC 
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Here i s t h e l i s t of 7 demands t h a t t h e p e o p l e wore a s k i n g f o r whon t h e y 
s a t - i n a t t h e • G r e e n v i l l e A i r Force B a s e : 

J a n u a r y 31> 1966 , G r e e n v i l l e , M i s s . 
WHY WE ARE.HERE AT THE GREENVILLE AIR FOROE BASE 

We a r e h e r e b e c a u s e we e r e hung ry and c o l d and we have no j o b s or l a n d . 
We d o n ' t want c h a r i t y . We a r e w i l l i n g t o work f o r o u r s e l v e s i f g iven a 
c h a n c e . We need h e l p t o g e t s t a r t e d now. 

We a r e a t tho G r e e n v i l l e Air Force Base b e c a u s e i t i s f e d e r a l p r o p e r t y 
and t h e r e a r e h u n d r e d s of empty h o u s e s and b u i l d i n g s . • • , 

We need t h o s e h o u s e s and t h e l a n d . We cou ld be t r a i n e d f o r j o b s in 
t h e b u i l d i n g s . 

WHAT WE ARE DEMANDING ; . 

1 . WE DEMAND POOD. We a ro h e r e b e c a u s e we a r e h u n g r y . Our c h i l d r e n c a n ' t 
be t a u g h t in s c h o o l b e c a u s e t h e y a r e h u n g r y . Thoy c a n ' t even g e t t h e food 
i n s c h o o l b e c a n s o t h e y have t o buy i t and d o n ' t have t h e money. 

2 . WE DEMAND JOBS. We a r e h e r e b e c a u s e we have no j o b s . Many of us have 
been th rown o f f t h e p l a n t a t i o n s where we worked f o r n o t h i n g x± a l l of o u r 
l i v e s . We d o n ' t wont c h a r i t y . We demand o u r r i g h t s t o j o b s , so t h a t we can 
do s o m e t h i n g w i t h our l i v e s - and b u i l d us a f u t u r e . 

3 - WE DEMAND JOB-TRAINING. We demand t h a t p e o p l e be t r a i n e d f o r t h i n g s t h a t 
t h e y want t o do and t h a t t h e y be p o i d w h i l e t hey a r e b e i n g t r a i n e d . 

l\.. WE DEMAND INCOME. We demand t h a t p o o r ' p e o p l e be g i v e n an income I n s t e a d 
of h a n d o u t s and food c o m m o d i t i e s . U n t i l we g e t an income f o r ' o u r f a m i l i e s , 
wo want commodi t i e s which a r e f i t t o e a t . The commodi t i es we g e t now a r e 
o l d and f u l l of bugs and w e e v i l s . We want f r e s h v e g e t a b l e s , f r u i t s , and 
m e a t / We want t o d e c i d e whot foods we e a t . The f e d e r a l government t e l l s us 
t o go d i r e c t l y t o t h e s t a t e and c o u n t y f o r h e l p b u t when we go t h e r e t h e y 
d o n ' t know what w e ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t . 

5 . WE DEMAND LA.ND. We ore h e r o b e c a u s e we d o n ' t have l a n d . There a r e 
t h o u s a n d s of a c r e s h e r e t h a t t h e government owns. We say we a r e supposed t o 
be p a r t of t h a t g o v e r n m e n t . We want t h e c l e a r l and and t h e u n c l e a r l a n d and 
we' 11 c l e a r the u n c l e a r l a n d o u r s e l v e s . 

6 . WE WANT "OPERATION HELP" TO BE STOPTBD. We d o n ' t want t h e M i s s i s s i p p i 
c o u n t y b o a r d s of s u p e r v i s o r s t o have a n o t h e r chance t o dec ide w h e t h e r p o o r 
p e o p l e s h o u l d g e t food . ' We d o n ' t r e c o g n i z e t h e s e c o u n t y b o a r d s b e c a u s e t h e y 
don' r e p r e s e n t u s . Wo want tho O f f i c e of Economic O p p o r t u n i t y and t h e U . S . 
Depar tmen t of A g r i c u l t u r e t o h i r e p o o r p e o p l e we s a y r e p r e s e n t u s . We, t h e 
p o o r p e o p l e , want t o d i s t r i b u t e t h e food* 

7- WE DEI'AM) THAT PROJECT HEADSTART SCHOOLS BE STARTED NOW. Wo demand t h a t 
t h e O f f i c e of Econoir ic O p p o r t u n i t y g i v e us t h e money t h e y p ro r r i s ed us l a s t 
September so t h a t our c h i l d r e n can be t a u g h t in t h e H e a d s t a r t s c h o o l s . 

We a r e r e a d y t o ask of P r e s i d e n t Johnson whose s i d e a reyou o n - - t h e p o o r 
p e o p l e ' s o r the m i l l i o n a i r e s ? 

POOR PEOPLE'S CONFERENCE 
THE POOR PEOPLE ON THE AIR FORCE B/:SE 
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PLEASE ALSO SEND TELEGRAMS PROTESTING THE MAKE-UP OF THE STATE ADVISORY BOARD OF PROJECT 
"HEL P" The s ta te advisory board for Project HELP, chosen by Miss Evelyn Gandy, 
State Commissioner of Welfare, i s integrated, but there are no poor people on i t . Please 
send l e t t e r s and telegrams protest ing the make-up of the Board to the 0E0 in Washington. 
(Remetober, the MFDP sent a l i s t of names to be considered for the Board to Miss ^andy, 
but none of these names were chosen.) 

Send l e t t e r s and telegrams to 

Mr. Sam Yette 
Office of Economic Opportunity' 
1200-19th S t . NW 
Washington DC 



' ' KEY MAILING # 7, p . 6 ' ' , 

M i s a i a a i p p i Freedom Domocra t i c P a r t y 
Sunday F e b r u a r y 6 t h , 1966 

The next meeting wi l l take place on Sunday, xxstux February 20, a t the Masonic Temple, 
1072 Lynch S t ree t , Jackson. 

R e p o r t of a m e e t i n g t h a t took p l a c e i n J a c k s o n >i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
t h i MFDP from a l l ground the s t a t e , p l u s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Ten t C i t y . 

The m e e t i n g WHS t o go o v e r what c a r e out of t he Mt. Beu l ah & Ai r Force Ease 
MW»wi««»Mi<1IM«MMMMM«MlM«»M«MMMMMMMMMMM*M 

F i r s t J e s s e H a r r i s gave a backg round r e p o r t on what had happened up t o npw. 

J e s s e H a r r i s — At temp was made i r rvo lve p o o r p e o p l e who hod n e v e r had 
a chance t o work i n t h e p o v e r t y p r o g r a m , a l s o t h o s e k i c k e d o f f D e l t a 
p l a n t a t i o n s . We c a l l e d a Poor P e o p l e ' s Conven t ion and 6 0 0 - 7 e e p e o p l e came. 
Out of ou r d i s c u s s i o n s came t h e d e c i s i o n t o go t o t h e G r e e n v i l l e A i r Force 
B a s e , t o go t h e r e t o make our de i rands . About 60 ou t of t h e 800 w e n t . 
Af t e r 2 days we were t o l d t o l e a v e by t h e c i t y o f f i c i a l s . When we r e f u s e d , 
p e o p l e were c a r r i e d o u t . So t h e y went t o Tent C i t y . They s a i d t h e y want 
no p a r t of t h e g o v e r n m e n t , t h e y want a l i f e of t h e i r own. Those p e o p l e 
e l e c t e d t h e i r own l e a d e r s and a r e r e q d y t o s t a r t o new l i f e . They d o n ' t 
know a n y t h i n g about t h e FDP o r t h e Freedom Labor Union o r t h e D e l t a 
M i n i s t r y . Our i d e a i s t o b u i l d a c i t y w i t h t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s . They 
want t o buy up some more l a n d a round haxx them end b u i l d a new c i t y . 
T h i n g s have made t h o s e p o o r p e o p l e mad. Has i t made JsbiBmx t h e FDP mad? 
Moat of them have n o t b e e n i n v o l v e d i n c i v i l r i g h t s o r n o t h i n g . 

A f t e r J e s s e gave t h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n , t h e p e o p l e t h e r e d i s c u s s e d the p r o b l e m 
of t h e p e o p l e i n Ten t C i t y and o t h e r s w i t h t h e some p r o b l e m s , and what 
c o u l d be done about t hem. 

I t was men t ioned t h a t t h e r e was a c h o i c e wh the r t o s e t up Tent C i t i e s in 
o t h e r a r e a s , o r j u s t make one b i g c i t y . Guyot s a i d we now have t o go 
beyond v o t e r r e g i s t r a t i o n t o l a n d and j o b s , b e c a u s e xt even i f Nogroos 
g e t r e g i s t e r e d , we s t i l l have t o wor ry abou t k e e p i n g them h e r e . I l a o 0 
F o s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e l a n d a t Tent C i t y i n T r i b b e t t i s n o t enough f o r 
eve ryone who wonts t o l i v e t h e r e . Mr. S t e p t o e , who had l e d a workshop 
on lond a t > t . Beu lah t h e n s p o k e . He o f f e r e d 100 a c r e s o f h i a own l a n d , 
w i t h t i m b e r on i t , f o r p e o p l e t o l i v e o n , and s a i d he knew s e v e r a l o t h e r 
men who had l a n d and t i m b e r t o o f f e r . He a l s o s a i d we s h o u l d s t a r t 
p r o v i d i n g j o b s f o r o u r own p e o p l e and n o t a s k i n g t h e w h i t e man t o do i t . 
F o s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e p e o p l o i n Ten t C i t y had l e a r n e d t h e y go t no h e l p 
from t h e f e d e r a l government and t h e y a r e t h i n k i n g more i n d e p e n d e n t of t h e 
government a s w e l l as e c o n o m i c a l l y . He added t h a t t h e r e wero abou t 1000 
f a m i l i e s w i t h o u t j o b s who would come t o a new c i t y . 

J e s s e H a r r i s s a i d t h a t he t h o u g h t t h e p o o r pe-ople i n t h e D e l t a would 
want t o s t a y i n t h e D e l t a , and t h a t poor p e o p l o i n Amite Co. s h o u l d use 
Br. S t e p t o e ' s l a n d . Mr. S t e p t o e s a i d t h a t t h e l a n d he owned he would 
l e t p e o p l e l i v e on and b u i l d on f o r a s l o n g as t h e y n e e d e d , b u t i f t h e y 
moved t h e h o u s e s would go back t o t h e owner . Robe r t James asked i f i t 
w o u l d n ' t be e b t t e r t o l e t t h e p e o p l e buy t h e l a n d and be i n d e p e n d e n t . 
Ted S e a v e r l i s t e d t h r e e ways we cou ld r a i s e money t o buy t h e l a n d we 
n e e d e d - - 1) r a i s e i t o u r s e l v e s ; 2) g e t i t from t h e F e d e r a l Government; 
3) g e t i t from f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . Guyot sa.id t h a t we s h o u l d t r y t o make 
t h e f e d e r a l government move by g o i n g ahead and b u i l d i n g h o u s e s o u r s e l v e s , 
s a y i n g You w o u l d n ' t do i t f o r ua , s o w e ' l l do i t o u r s e l v e s . 

J a k e Ayers asked abou t t he p e o p l e i n Tent C i t y w a n t i n g a i n d i p e n d e n t 
gove rnmen t , d id t h e y mean an i n d e p e n d d n t c i t y , o r i n d e p e n d e n t of t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s ? He a l s o asked way t h e s e p e o p l e w e r e n ' t h e r e t o s p e a k f o r 
t h e m s e l v e s , why we were t a l k i n g a b o u t and making d e c i s i o n s % bout them. 
He s a i d some way s h o u l d be found so t h e y can buy t h e i r own l a n d i f t hev 
want t o . ' 

J a c Wasserman t o l d about a f e d e r a l p rog ram t h a t p a i d p a r t o f t h e 
c o s t of h o u s i n g f o r m i g r a n t and farm w o r k e r s . Then t h e p e o p l e made and 
a c c e p t e d a mot ion t o g e t a s much as l a n d es p o s s i b l e t h e t con be used as 
l o n g as n e c e s s a r y , t o g e t as much t e c h n i c a l s k i l l as p o s s i b l e , and t o 
t r y t o g e t f e d e r a l money. 
Hfti"fini*innnnnnniiHnintiiiiBBi>iiHniimiM<i 
Mrs. Devine s a i d t h a t n o t h i n g had been done abou t O p e r a t i o n HELP on t h e 
l o c a l l e v e l u n t i l t h e s i t - i n a t G r e e n v i l l e . I t i s now s t a r t i n g Feb. 7 . 
Peop le s h o u l d go down r i g h t away and a p p l y b f o r t he j o b s . (Soe o t h e r page 
b e g i n n i n g w i t h C o u n t i e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n A l l - N e e d y S u r p l u s Food P r o g r a m . ) 




