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aev.' Fred L. Shuttlesworth, Ptesident 
hl~bama Christian Mevement fer Hum~nR ~s 
BYhar.::, A bama 

" Hosea Williams 
South~n Chris Le ership Conference 
A'Clanta, Geo 
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" 
J.~ REPL.Y· TO CITY ·AND COUN1'Y OFFICTitLSi :--.liD:'j1 OF 'l'HE NEEDS of 
'I'HE HOUR. ... 

.,:"l'he:g.'Catet!1(?·ht or'. rrEqual Rigtts·-Equal' Respollsi bili ty", published in 
sday Jan.'llth ~gham Nevis over t:c 3i c..;res of five City and 
~mty Officials is a well plar:ned p . e-f ',&oundi phrase01og~~' 

1JlIlch b~gs the questions more than statir'i t ar:SW2rs necEssary for 
re~E~, harmony, and racia good 11 in t~is area. To use the mottos 
over:i'the Court HO\lse and City 11 ef nEq~al and exact justice to a 
men 6f whate~er ~tate orpersuasion il , a~d neitie are what men make them", 
ItIculd 'amount to .offie.ials, and others wi tl" thi':::n, JT<? now pledging to go 
a~l out and pull out.allstops to atone f:r t d0cadent and incorrigible 
Jins'6f th~ms~lves and the pr~dec ssors be rethem, who built and 
t;-aintained an unjust system which ~elegatcj Negroes down, below, and 
h~ nd whit~ oplefor over 200 years. 

It' is not the. Ilmark intell i ce"Sc quate voter registrat.ion 
':::ine Q to mporary traffic jams, grocery, t. t',Er, or ticket-p)1rchase 
Unes.·· Buying a tag or ing to a. otball '1e is a personal pri v11ege; 
;lOt a fundamental 'oasis 0 Citizen~;hif-J as :-3 V~ter g-istration. These 
:')ncrable Cfficials did not a to explJi:~ t t 90,000 Negroes in 

2 County are un iscered, and thgt th~ Vcting Rights 11 requireg~ 
l1eir immediate r ;:) tration-infact pr virlo t, Federal Examiners shO;.l,lld 

1=<'/C; a adybeen ClPPclnted here. ';i 

1h~se:2,ug~st officials believe in "lccsl l~adership" encouraging 
peop ·t;oregi$~sr and\v.,<,ot,e, y S3.y. Y cannot deny that for.year.:: 

. ftlocal'-re'adershipll has-plB-d, begged, 2 pe ti t i ned in va to de.f.i\f caFS 
at City Hall.,;;md.tne .cou,rt House. They cannot deny that localleaders.hip 
has been bOrnbE::d; .mobbed,. murdered-much cf it with unafficials sanction 
of the predoce s .- se pr~3 e;n t of fic i 1 s canne t deny years of, 
t:l'ehind the acenes ta il" v'Jith lilci':31 ~;rsi' wh h have amounted to 
,acticaily ssthari nothjng in the wjy of c~;ic p0ogressf6r Ne 9. 

n cgn they deny that the in$ made-all of t m-have been because of 
the militant push of theSG who dared challe the status quo; even to 
she po t of going to jail by thousa fire hoses, d ,and 
brutality of many police officer3. 

B'ham and Jef'ferson County have nat le~rned that the day is st 
n whites n the power structure can name or pick Negroes and ca 1 

".hem illocal leaders!? of the Negro Community. The traditional method 
of white-·Negro dealing is outmoded. The leadership must now include 
~Jl~~ho lead the masses into action;for oryly they can call off 
demonstrations onc~ theX are be~~ No decislons or agreements made 
otherwi~e will stand or have ef ect. And it IT,akes no difference whethe. 
they are from San Franciso, New York, Cincinnati, Atlanta, B'ham, or 
some backwoods hamlet. The phrase "outsiders tl has no meaning any more 
in Civil Rights. 
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. Simply s~ated, N~gr9:e}i'\M'i~},; ul1oo' :rei:tid~ht~~J~ 01)· neighborh6od, 
evenl.ng and. nJ .. gh~ regls.:t~raBon six days per week* They iI').sis~ that 
Negroes be l.mmedl.ately added to the Police Fqrct;: Clerical 'and other 
Civil Service positions in the City and Count~~-'~~ey insi;t'that 
Police brutality mus t cease,~. ' I ~ ,r~ ,;,. -' , ,:' 

The local version of "Equal and exact justice tt means justice for 
whi te men-not Negroes. The p~se nCi ties are what, men make. them" 
haa been used to mean" cities are what white :roen maket.he'rrtand keep 
them". Fort:,y percent of:' trhis" popiLlation will no lorig~r be satisfied 

" ... j,'Wi:th zero p€Tcerit of its privileges and opportunities.." 
L !.'. 
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Our officials call fO'r -I'E'qual Rights'''' Equal Res ponsthili ties n. 
',' Negr~es' call for, equal rights for all with 1meg~al ~esponsjbilities 

~ 'on the. ~artof elected Qfficial~. More'respon~ibility should'rest 
upon the'$houlders of those who govern to make the government accessible
and not, just whn campaigning for-::elej;::tion. Governing Officials must 
bear ~equal responsibility for atoning for the aggravated denials of 
justice and rights in the past, If Negroes are tinedticated,whites are 
responsible; if Negroes are proverty stricken, ag~in the whites are 
responsible; for a white controlled system has taught and demanded it 

'Tc of them for 200 years. 

, ~ 

L ' 

Negroes are increasingly accepting responsibilities as they are 
allowed. They are now crusading for further opportunities to make their 
contribution to the total Society,. If "Ci ties are what men make them", 
then let the Negro man help to shape the d,estiny of the c ity- on' .hich 
he lives. If jus tice: is color blind, then l~ t colored men help to 
dispe'nse justice. " , 

" . 
'If B'ham and Jefferson County would haVe, ,tr-ef"',, , 

.i'~ ;-, schools to operate calmly; buses ~to run smoothly, Qi'l'~ ~\\;b.r·~~~ LO be 
:' ~:and demonstrations to subside; if the City and County .ould not 

i marches to take place in white and Negro Neighbothoods, then let 
them show faith by doing the elementary things asked for. Negroes in 
this age and this hour could d~mand and atcept no less than ev,ry evening 

~and nighttime, neighborhood and weekend registration. It is not right 
to expect Negro Leaders and organization to spend thousands of man hours 

,and hundreds of thousands of dollars trying to round up Negroes like 
stray cattle and bring them to the~Cqurthouse. We want the Courthouse 
brought out to the people. This will both encourage and help them to 
become good Ci tizens. It is not irresponsible to ask and expect so 
little in a time when so much is need~d. 
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