THE NATCHEZ AGREEMENT

On December 3, 1965, Mayor John J. Nosser of Nat-
chez, Miss., and Charles Evers, NAACP Field Director for
Mississippi, jointly announced the agreement below in set-
tlement of a three-month boycott of downtown merchants
under leadership of the Natchez NAACP Branch. The pro-
test was precipitated by the attempted assassination, Aug.
27, of George Metcalf, president of the Natchez Branch.
The agreement represents an wupgrading of the status of
the Negro community unparalleled in the settlement of

any similar protest in a southern city.

LL parties to this agreement
A are strongly opposed to vio-
lence, intimidation, lawless-
ness and reprisals against any per-
son and to any and all groups which
advocate or encourage violence, ha-
tred, discord and racial or religious
prejudice. All citizens are urged to
obey the laws and to respect the
rights of all other citizens regardless
of race, color or creed. Law viola-
tors, irrespective of race and regard-
less of group affiliation, are to be ar-
rested and prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

To provide for better law enforce-
ment, the City of Natchez has em-
ployed six Negro policemen, four of
whom are serving as trainees. The
number of Negro auxiliary police
officers has been increased from two
to six. These police officers, trainees
and ‘auxiliary policemen have been
assigned a squad car. As patrolmen
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they are vested with authority to
patrol any area of the City and to
arrest any person guilty of violating
State laws and City ordinances.

All police officers are authorized
to use whatever force is necessary to
subdue any law violator who resists
arrest, but no member of the Police
Department is to use undue force,
verbal abuse or brutality in dis-
charging his duties.

Appropriate arrangements have
been made with the Chief of Police
for a police escort for all funeral
processions.

All City-operated public facilities
are now open to persons of all races,
and all citizens will be protected
while exercising their rights to these
accommodations.

A 3-man advisory committee, to
be composed of representatives of
both races, will be appointed to serve
in an advisory capacity to the City
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