
This p'2per was prepared by scwe.ral rnenbers of the Atlm1t.1 l'rojec t. 

The Atl,mt:, Project is an affiUaLe of t:he StudonL Non•Vtoleut 

Coordina tiug Coumi ttee which is worki.ng in the Vine CLty 1'-r1>a of 

Atla11tD on urban ghetto 01:isonizing. The position paper is not 

official policy o~ SllCC, but represents the thinking of most 

individuals on the Atlanta Project and some olhec individua l,s 

in the civil rights cpovemcnt. 

The questions raised in this pnper are not easy to articulate. 

Co.mnittme ,t and hunesty we:ce necessary for people to take 

poinful experiences and formaliz_e them .into the kind of thinking 

you will fittd here. 

lte responsible about what is said. ll<! honest in your reactions 

to what is said. Try to evahwte the e,q:,.rrienees y<>u will be 

hAviag in Mississippi in the light of this paper. 

St1lrkl-y staled, this paper is asking you to considor at every 

moment of your presence in the Ncgrq community, whe~her or not 

you should be there. Keep asking yourself wh)• you are there, 

whal yo~ can learn, what tensions arc created by your presence. 

We will discuss this p:ep<!T at. tho orient.Rtion to be held for 

a 11 out-of-sla le cesourcc teachers l'l<>rking with C:DCM thl s sum:ner. 

Ally w'tlttet1 ~eact 1ons wlll be appn,cialed. 



to enal·,~e w'1e,.e the ,,ove111ent is going, cer~ain 

q11estions have al':! sen a-s to the "· t"re roles "lliPed by wb.ite 

personnel. In orcler to make th:f s issue clea!'er, ,1e h.ave wrjtten 

a few paragraphs, stemmincr fl'om our observa:Bions and experiences, 

which cerve as a -preview to a broader stnd:y on the subject. 

Tne answers to these q11estions lead us to believe that the fo~~□ 

of wnite participation, as practiced in the past, is now obsolete. 

Some of tl'\-8 reasons are as follows: 

Tho in.oh!l•ty oi' ·wb.:itoa to .reloto to the oulturol oapeota oi' 

Bleck soc• et'f; ettitnrles ttlat. whites, conscio11sl"'l or u.nconscious-

1.y, l:lrin.,. to 1nac

1

, com ~un 4 ties a1'ont themse l VPS ( western snperiol'- • 

ity) and abont Black neonle {pate-rnalism); ina'lilH:'T to shatter 

whi te-sJ:1onsored co'1lm"n' t,,r m.,,.ths of 13lac'· inferi orit,r and self­

ne,,stion; inal>ilitv to combat the views of the \3lac'' cotnmunitv 

that white or·• ani zers, bein" 11whi te 11
, ,;ontrol Black organizer:; 

a,s -puppets; in sens itJ vi ty of l:>otn Black and white workers towards 

the hostility of the Black community on the issue of interracial 

"relationships" ( se;s); the unw.illiJl<:rness of whites to deal with 

the roots of racism wnicn lie within the wh.ite community; whites, 

thouf<h indiviclual "libenal", are s~rmbols or oppression· to the 

131-sck coromuni tv -·· due to the collect-ive poNer that whites have 

over Black lives. 

Becat1se or these res,s•ins, which f'o>'ce 11s to view Americ'e throuf!h 

the eves of victims, we arlvocate a co•1scions chan~e in the role ot 

white_s, w11; ch wi 11 "e in i:l•ne wi t.h the de"olooin" self'-conscio11s­

ne :,s and sel f-asse-rtion o~ l,he .:.\.fro-s.,,eri can -oeople. 
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ln c-onol.udi ng, wo stata that our Pos<tj on floes not stem from 

"hatred" or "racism" arrai.nst ;1hi.te l)eonle, but fr.om a conscien­

tious effort to develop the best methoas or solving our national 

problem. 



The myth tha-t the Negro is so·mehow incapable of liberati.ng ;j' 

hi ms elf, is lazy, etc. came out of the American e>.1>erience. In the 

books that children isead, whites are always "good" ( good symbols 

·are white ), Blacks arc "evil" are seen as "savages" in movies, their 

lang11.tge is referred to as a. "dialect", and Black people in this coLtntry 

are supposedly descended from savages, 

Any white pe1·son who comes inlo the Mov.<'!inlent has these concepts 

in bis mind about Black people, if only subconsciously. He cannot 

escape them because the whole society has geared his subconscious in 

that direction, 

Miss America coming from Mississippi bas a. chance to represent 

all of America, but a Black person from _neif.b!;r !l.ilssissippi or New 

Yo;rk will ever represent Ame.rica. So that white people coming into the 

Movement cannot relate to the Black experience, cannot ,;elate to the 

word "black", cannot relate to the "Nitty Gritty", cannot relate to the 

experience that b1·ougM such a wo-rd into being, cannot re.late to 

chitterlings, hog's head cheese, pig Ceet, ham hocks, and ca=ot 

relate to slavery, because these things are not a part o! their experience, 

They also cannet relate to the Black religious experience, nor lo the 

Black church 11-nless, of cou:rse, this ch<irch bas taken on white 

manifestations. 

Negroes in this country have never been allowed to organize them­

selves because of white interference. As a result of this, the ster­

eotype has been reinfnrced that Blacks cannot organize themselves. 

The white psychology that Blacks have to be watched, also reinforces 

this stereotype, Blacks, in fact, feel intimidated by the presence 

of whites, because of their knowledge of the power that whites have over 

!.heir lives. One white person can come into a meeting of Black people 

and change the complexion or that meeting, whereas one Black person 

would not change the complexion of that meeting 11-nless he was an 
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obvious tJncJe Toru. Penple would immediately st;a1·L talking a.bont 

"brotherhoor.l", ''love", etc.; race would not be discussed, 

J1 people must e.'<-press themselves freely, there has Lo be a climate 

in which they can do this. If Blacks feel intimidated by whites, then they 

are not liable to vent the rage that they feel about whites in the presence 

of whites---especially not the Black people whom we are trying to 

organize, i.e., the broad masses of Blnck people. A climate has to 

be created wl1ereby Blacks can express themselves. The reason that 

whites must be excluded is not that one is anti-whit-e, b,1t because 

the effol"ts that one is trying to achieve cannot succeed because whites 

have an intimidating cffoct, Oft times the intimidating ef£ect is in 

direct proportion to the amount of degradation that Black. people have 

suffered at the hands oI white people. 

It musl be offered thaL wh~te people who desire change in this country 

should go, where thal problem (of racisrn) is most manifest, That 

problem is not in the Black community, The white people should go 

into white communities where the whites have created power !or the 

express oi denying Blacks lu=an dignity and seU-determi,nation, 

Whites who come into the Black community with ideas of change seem 

to want to absolve the power structure oI its responsiblity of what it 

is doing, and saying that change can only come through Black unity, 

which is only the worst kind of paternalism. This is not to say that 

whites have not had an important role in the Movement. ln the case 

of Mississippi, their role was very key in that they helped give Blacks 

the :right to o~garoz.e, but that rcle is now over, and it should be. 

People now have the right to picket, the right to give out leai1ets, 

the right to vote, the right to d,:nnons trate, the 1·ight to print. 

These things which revolve aroU11d the right to organize have been 

accomplished mainly be~l\-use _oftthe entrance of white people into 

Missis$ippi, in the summer of 164, Since these go;ils have now been 
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accomplished, their (wbites) role in the Movement has now ended. 

Wh;:.t docs it mean i1 Black people, once having the right to organize, 

a.re not allowed to ,organize themselv(!S? It means that Black's ideas 

about inferiority are being 1·einforced. Shouldn't people be:, able to 

' organize thems,elves? Blacks should be given this right, Fu_rthe-r 

' ' 
(,vhite participation) means in the eyes of the !:Hac:k community that 

whites arc the ' 1b.:itl»s" behind the Movement and Blacks cannot 

iuhction withol1t whites, 
I 

This only serves to perpetuate existing attitudes 

within the existing society, i.e., Blacks are "dumb", "unable to 
I 
ta.lee care of business'', etc. Whiles are 'l!tmal't", the ' 1b:rains" behind 

everything, 

How do Blacks relate to other Blacks as such 7· How do we reac~ 

to Willie Mays as against Mickey Mantle? Wbat is our rcs-ponsc to 

Mays hitting a home-run against Mantle perI.orming the same deed? 

Is 01,1r interest in baseball ordered by our appreciation of the artistry 

of the game, or is it ordered by the participation of Negroes in 

Baseball? Ohc has to come to the c-0nclusion that it is because of 

Black pa.rticip.i.tion in !>aseban. Negroes still id,enti!y with the Dodgers 

because of Jackie Robinson's efforts with the Dodgers, Negroe$ 

would instinctively champion all-Black t.e=s ii ·they opposed all-

white or predor.iinate1y white teams. The same principle opexates 

for the Movement as it docs !or baseball: a mystique must be 

created whereby Neg-roes can identify with the Movement. 

Thus an all-Black project is needed in order for the people to fr,,:., 

themselves, This has to exist from the beginnii,g, This relates to 

what can be called "coalition politics". There is no doubt in our 

minds that sane whites are just as disgusted with this system as 

we are. But it is meaningless to talk abouL coalition U there is no 

one to align ourselves· with, bccaui,e of the la.cl< of organization in 
' . 

the white communities. There can be no talit of "h0-0king-up" unles!! 
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Black people organi:;,,e Blacks and white people organize whites. li 

these conditions arc met, then perhaps at some later date- and il we 

:1re going in the same direction- talks about exchange of personnel, 

coalition, and other m e,mingful alliances can be discussed. 

·1n Lhe beginning of the Movc•rn ent, we had fallen illto a trap 

whereby we thought that our problems revolved around the right to 

eat at certain lunch counters or the right to vote, or to organize our Ci.t. 

communities. We have seen, however, that the problem is much 

deeper. The problem of this country, as we had seen it, concerned 

old Blacks and old whites (and therefore) if decisions wete left 

to the young people, then solutions would be arrived at, But tlris 

negates the history of Black people ,md whites. We have dealt 

stringently with the problem of "Uncle Tom", bu.t we have not yet 

gotten around to Simon Legree, We must ask o,trslves who is the 

real vilUan? Uncle Tbm or .Si'tnon Legree? Eve1·ybody knows 

Uncle Tom, but who knows Simon Legree? 
' . 

So what we have now (l.n SNCC) is a closed i.ociety. A clique. 

Black people cannot relate to SNCC, because of its unrealistic, non 

racial atmosphere; denying U1eir experiences of America as a racist 

society. In contrast, SGLG has a staff that at least maintains a 

Bl.:!.ck facade. The front office is virt11:1Uy all-Black, but nobody 

accuses SCLC of being I racist". 

If we are to proceed towards true Ube.ration, we must cut ourselves 

off irom white people ... We must form our own institutions, c:,,edit 

unions, co-ops, political parties, write ou.r own histories, Dne 

illus.trating•. examplc,is the SNG.C "Freedom Pri-mer". Blacks 

cannot relate to that book psycbologHally, b<?cause white people 

wrote it and, thercloTe it·p;rescnts a white viewpoint, 
' • 

To proceed !urlher, let us make some comparisons between the 



Black Movement o! the ( early) 1900 1s and the- Movement o! the 

1960 1s -- the NAACP with SNCC. Whites subverted the Niagra 

Movement which, at the 011tsct, was an all-Black. Moveme11t. The 

name of the new organization was also very revealing, in that it ;•.·--.1:•.-a .. 

presupposed !:),at Blacks have to be advanced to tbe level o:[ whites. 

We a-re now -aware that l:he NAA.Cp ltas grown reactionary, is con-

trolled by the power-structure itself, and stands as one of the ,.main 

roadblocks to black f:reedom. SNCC, by allowing the whites to reri,ain 

in the organization, can have its c!forts subverted in the same manner, 

i. e,, through having ··them plny important roles su.ch as commul\ity 

organizers, .etc, lndigenoo.s leadership cannot be built with whites in 

the positions they now hold, 

These £acts do not mean that wbites cannot help. They can part­

icipate on a voluntary basis, We can contract work O\tt to them, but 

' in no way can they participate on a policy-making level, 

The charge may be made that we are "racists", but whites who 

are sensitive to our problems will realize that we must deterinin.e 

oo.r own destiny. 1! persons insist on rema;ning because of their 

longevity, or because they have feelings that we are indebted to them. 

We, as Black people, must re-evaluate our history, our ideas of 

seli, the world, Africa ano her contributions to mankind. We 

must hle the credit for our contributions to this society and to the 

world. Credit will be given to white people where it ifl due, but 

surely oufr co11tributions must be given credit. These myths ( of 

infel"iority and 1'savage..i·g ) must be b:roken by Black people, so 

that no mistake ca,>_ be made ;,..bou.t who is accomplishing what for 

whom, This is one way to break the myths, 

As to the charge of "Black racism", as against white supremacy: 

we can say that the racial makeup of any organization does not a:nake . . 
it r.:1cisL, ·i, e., supreme court makeup of all white judges, Black 



churches and Black businesses being all Black. 

The naming of the newspapei-, "Nitty-Gl:itty", which served to polarize the feel­

ings o{ race, illustrall:ed in a very graphic m;lnller the attitudes that whites have 

towards cultural .uipccts- o[ our society, The whites were opposed to the name 

and Bl.i.c-ks were affirmative ·on the issue, The altcrnaliv·c was the "Atlanta Voice" 

aurely such a name could ~ot speak to the needs o! grass-roots Black people, 

Black people can say to the "Nitty-Gritty": 1 can see myself there, Can say to 

Mays hitting a home run: 1 see myself there, Can say to the Atlanta Project: 

1 see mys elf there! 

; 



In sn attempt to resolva an internal crises that 1:: 

now con.fr :-,t:tn- Sr 1CC, tho BlRclc- .. 'hi te issue ( which is 

cat1.ti11:.; ar11r,tiOi'!s that Fr-· s '3:rionsl:r ha,:ip'.lrin ~ our s tru r-,-le 

for i.eli'- cfotorf'llnation ) "'1\lst nov; be c'!calt with. 

In an analysls o:f our history in this conntry, we have 

been forced to come to t~e conclusi")!"\ t 11a t 400 years of' 

or>pression and slavery Sl'fferod in this cot1ntry by our Black 

f'or-eboar•s paralle:!.s in a vary -raphiC' way tho oppression snd 

colonization std'ferad ':ry the Afl'ic~n people. '.1!1e questions 

can be r"irhtfully asked, vihat ,Part did the white colonizers 

play in the liberation of independsnt .'\fr"ican ~la tions; who 

were the a_r:i tators i'or ,\1'rican indepandencG? ·~swers to those 

questions cor.ipel us to ~eliave that our atru rl"!'l.e for liberat-
." 

ion and self- deternanation crn o~ly be carrted out effect­

ively by 13lack poopl.e. 

'Ille necessity of c1ealin"' vii th the q,.1-:!stion of identi t-J 

i a oi' prime inportancc in otti;- o,m s t!'\11,r.le. fue sys teMatic 

destruction of our links to .\-frica, the culti.1ral cut-off of 

Blacks in this country froi.l Slacks in ;,f'ric.a are not .lrituat­

ions t!1at consciot>s l;llack peopl,e in this country are vdllinG 

to accept, Hor are conscious 'J.lack people in this country 

willinr.; to acco;pt an ·-ducatlonal syster.i that teaches all 

aspects o.f v1estorn civilization and c!is1:1isses our .'fro­

American contribution \"'i th one week o.f inadequate inforriation 

(JITecro Hi~tory \'/eek) and deals with 1,frica not at all. Black 

people are nc:t "7illin;; to alir-n theriselves with a western 

cu 1 ture that daily emasculates our beauty, our pride and our 

nanhood. It 1'ollov1s that white peoµle 'Joinrt part oi' ,-,astern 

civicization in a way that Black people could never be are 

totally inc!aq1.1atc to deal with Black i<'!entit;y which is v.ey 



to 01.tr strun-.-;le fop self-deterMination. 

rlhen it cories Lo the qt:132tion of or~anizinr Black people, 

we must insist that the people ·,ho come in contact '71 t'1 the 

:-:lacl< mass 'i.!S ~r.e not rthi te people r1llo, no natter what their 

' li"leral leeninc;s 11re, ere not eq\lipped to dispel the :nyths of 

western superiori ~J. 'ilhite peorle only "l?erve to p13rpf>tue.te 

tnese r.i:,,tbs; rath'lr, orrani:>.in(( must 11e done by Black paople 

a1.•e able to see the beanty of tbeme.elves, are able to see the 

important cul t1rra] contribv tions of 'fro-· mericans, er'? ahle 

to see that this country was hnilt upon the blood and backs of 

our Black anc1~tors. 

In an atte~pt to find a solution to our~ileMa, we propose 

th:a t o-ur or~ani za tion ( S!:CC) should lie Black sta'fl'ed, Rlack 

controlled end Bloc!< fine.need. 1're do not want to i'all into a 

si"lile:r dilema that other civil Ri~nts o:r~anizations have rallen. 

If 1,e continue to r'.'.ll;r 11:,on ~!,i t'J financial !rnpport we will 

find our!c'ehr,,s tmt>:;ined in the tentacles of the w':1-1.t.e powsr 

cot'lplex that controls this country. It is also irnr,ortan t that 

a Black or~anization { devoid of cultisn) be projectec to cur 

people so that it ct>n be demoni:,_ ~rateq ~hat s1ich o:rranizations 

are viable, 

'Jore i>nd "lore ,·1e see Black pP.or,le in this country beinr; 

used PS a tool o.f the 1•hita liberal establishment. Liberal 

whites have not bol"\ln to aadress tbemselvee to the real probloms 

of Bleck people in this co ntry; v,i tness their hevtildarnient, 

fear a:id anxiet:r nh,:in 1fationallsm is 111entlonoc1 concerninr Flack 

people. .m analysis o:C their (white liboritl) reaction to the 

word alone (?Jationalis:l'l) reveals a var:, meanin-f1.1 l attitude of 

v1hitcs of any idcolo,..lcal perst1asion t011ards "leeks in :his 

country. 
. 

' ' It rvnms that prev}oL•s sol••tions to ""1nck r-rohlems 
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in r',J s 001.,n try he v e be~n 1.1•_.::.. .l !I tho l,o to.i:>es ts of those villi les 

dealinr r1H:'1 thoo<> pi•ol:-1<'·,.. ,) r,, L in 1.he bast intoros't;a of 

'1lack peop.le in tbis country h'\ve 'ieen nade i.n the interests of 

those ,·1!li tes aealin,,. with those problems and not in the. hest 

intores~of '"'lack peo:le in this co,,ntry. •·r.,it,?s cen only sub­

vert our trt1e l!earch and strt,r;-le _for self-de termination, :i,;3lf­

idsntification, e.nd libe.::-ation in th.ls conntry. R"-evaluation 

of the w!li te anc! Bleck roles must ~10"/ take plaoJ;l so that whites 

no lonr.:e:r desii;nate 1•oles that Black peopl.e play but rather 

Black people define wb.i te people I s roles. 

To lon 1 have Tie allov1et1 r•hl ta people to interpr,t the 

importance and meanin~ of ~he cultural aspects of our society. 

•-,e have allowed them to tell. us 71hat was rood aho,,t our !\.fro­

Amo-rican J:!Uslc, art and literature. How many Black critics ao 

we have on the II jazz" so,me? !:low oen a white person who is not 

e part of the Black psyche ( ezcopt in the oppressor's role} 

tnterpret the meaninr of the Blues to us who are r,anifes tations 

of the son rs t'.1ens el V'9:;? 

It must also be y.,oint-ed out that on whatever ltivol of con­

tact that 7l2cks and "1"'.11-tos cor.1e to .,.e th-:,r _, that 1:1ee tinr.; or· c---:1-

fronta tion in not on the levol of the Blacks lll1t alr1ays on the 

level of v1::i1tes. 'Ibls only means that our evtiryday contact witll 

'1hi tes is a reinforc<J"\ent of the myth of 1·1hi te supremacy. '.0:hi tes 
, 

ore· tlll ones who n:ust tr'y to raiae thei1selves to our hu~anistic 

level. '7o are not, al't,1r all, the ones nho ar9 responsibl~ 

for a ~enocidal '1er in Vietnam; 1•:e .!'re not the on"'ls vs!:lo are 

responsi1:lle '.or Ueo-Colonialisn in Afl"iaa and Latin 'merica; 

ue are not the onos w'10 h'llcl a people in ani'l!elistic bondar,e 

over 400 years. 

~;e reject the _\merit.an ·orean as clsfin~a by ,•;hi te reople 



' and MUst wo!·k to construct an l\mor1can rcal1 t7 defined 

• 

•' 
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One point I would li 1ce to 't'r.·::'1~ .e;_;_s is the fni lure on the 

}Hwt of' conscio'.1s whites noc' Bl. 0·c:,1.1i 1.n cle,iling ,-ilth the 

American retlity- in t;erms or dif1'&roncos. We are beginning 

to emphasize the analysia of the differences bet11oon Blac 1t and 

14hite people, 

There has been an escap 0st attitucle on the part of SNCO 

of J..,~¾ing at the problem ns if race did not matter. This .,,,, ............. 

negates the special history of ~lack people in this cou.ntry, 

mainly the slavery period and the inhum1'1n forms of segregat­

ion ,-,e have be-en forced to su~fer, !\nother important point 

is that most Blac'cs and whites tencl to view ~lac~ci; in the 

light of the myth that the power structure has created an(l 

perpetrated in this country. 1llac1t people are consi!iered as 

"citizens" along the same lines as ivbita people in this count­

ry, when ln reality, Blac\, people are a semi-colonialized 
• 

people, victims of a domestic colonialism. Our introduction 

into tbis country occure<l during the same time as the par­

tition or Africa anr! Asia by the Euro!'ean powers, so that 

the Ame:rican institution of slavery \~as, too, a form or 

Western Colonialism. Tbere:fore Black people in this countr;r 

aat in the same way as ao other colonial pe>o:,les to their 

environment and experience, but tha myths of America labels 

them citizens which is an unreal attitude. 

Also, one of the mai.n blocks in terllls of Black self­

recognition anc1 self-identification in this country has been 

interference from the do111ing.nt white society. From the 1900 1 s 

to the p1•esent time Afro-American ·1riters and thin!cers hsve 

had to contend with tbe encroachmen1; of l·!bite intellectue.ls 

":hite intellectuals e.nc.roach upon their thought and culture 



1=11r u, .. y Llrotte;ht to 1t U,uh· wbolf'I 11.mer.i.ca.n 

bac 1(ground of racism an.cl patermilism so tl1at Black culture 

was potrayed a3 so,ue thinq being base, second-rate or be lo,~ 

the culture of the United States, which ,ms consi~ered "serious" 

or "real 11, One graphic example of this is moclern J\fro- American 

music. This music which is rooted in the whole experience 

of our people in this country was not even named by Black 

people, tlo<iern Afro-/lrnericgn music is namecl '1jazz", which 

is a tarm that is derivecl from nhito American society. It 

is white slang for sexual intel'course; so that our music which 

mny be called the ma.inst ram of our culture was loo 1ced upon 

as being base and second-rate or dirty and containing sen­

sousness, seXU,"? li ty and other eXdticisms. Tbis however 

says more about the white American psyche than it does about 

aspects of Afro-American culture; 
I • One of the criticisms of white militants anc'l radicals is-

' that 1-1hen we view the masses of white people we view the 

overall reality of America,ue v:i.el-' tbe r-aci.sm, the biiz.otry, 

and the distortion of pcrsonali ty, we vie1•1 man• s inhumanity 

' to man; we view in reality 180 million rac1.sts. The sensitive 

white int<l'loctual and radical Hro is fignttn~ to bring 

about change is conscious of this fact, but does not have 

the coui,age to adrnit t!-sis. 11be,n he aomits this l'El"ality., 

then he must also adn,it b.is i_nvolvement because be is a part 

of the collective uhita Acerica. 1t is only to t;,•e extent that 

be recognizes this tbat he •.1i.ll be able to chRngc this real.ity, 

Another concern is ho1·1 docs the white radical view the Black 

Commuai ty and h0t-1 does b,e vievi the poor white cor.irrunity in terms 

of organi:,;ing. So far, we h&,ve found that Jl]ost white radicals 

have sou~ht to escape the horrible realitv or America by going 
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into the f.:lacl< Community and attem9tinr, to Ot"ganiz.e 1:llac'I< 

people while ne~lecting th<• or",ani.?.ntion of their o•m 

people I s :racist communities. ~,ow can one clean up some-
9 

one el~,<C ~ yo.rd when one I s own yard is untidy1 Again we 

reel that SNCC and tho civil rights movement in general is 

in many aspects similar to the anti-colotiial situations in 
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the A1'1•ican and Aoian countries, '•le have the ,1hites in the 

Movement corresponding to the white civil se,.,vants and mis­

sionaries in the colonial countries who have , 1orked with the 

colonial people ror a lons porioc of time ancl have developed 

a paternal.istic attit\1cle toward them. IT'he realit:, of the 

colonial people taking ever their _o,~n lives anc' control1-ing 

thciir own destiny must he i'acecl. Havirw to viove as icle and 

letting tbis neturl;l.l process of growth anc'I development taking 

place must be faoed. 'rhese views shoulrl not be equated with 

outside influence or outsiae agitation .. ut should be viewed 

as the natural 9rocess of gro1•1th and development ~iithin a 

movement; so that the move by the Black militants in "l~CC 

in this direction shouln be viewed as a turn towercls self-det­

ermination. 

It is very ironic ancl cu1,iou,:, how e"are whites in this 

country can champion anti-colonia~ism in other countries in 

Africa, Asia., and Le.tin t,.merica, but when Blac•-c people move 

towards similar goals of self-determination in this country­

they are vieued es racists and anti-white by these se.ine pro­

gres.si'le whites. In proceeding further, it can be said that 

this attitude derives from the. overall point of view of the 

white psyche as i.t concerns the black people, This attit1.1de 
• 

stems from the era of the slave revolts when ovr;n•1r wbite man 



was a potential deputy or sherii'.f or r:unrclian of the rltatc. 

Because when Black people ,·ot to-15ether arnonJ1 the«selves to Nork 

out their problems, it becarr,e a throat to 1-•hite people, becouse 

such meetings were 1~otent:ia1 slave revolts. It lil'an be maintain­

ed that thiz nttitltde OJ> way of' thinl.cing has perpetuated i tsalf' 

to this current perioo and that it is part of the psyche of' 

,~bite people in thi& C'>Uotry 11ho.tever their politic,al per­

suasion might be. It is part o:f the vhi.te f'ear:-guilt cora-

Pl"X resulting ft>ohl t"ie slave revolts. There have been 

examples of whites who sta~ed that they Qan ilcal nith b1-ack 

fellows on an innividual basis but beco~oe threatened or 

• menaced by- tb~ ;:>resence or gr.:-ups of. l'llac~s. It can he main­

taJ ned that this attitude is helcl by the majority of progross­

ive whites ;in this country, 

It is a very grave error to mistake Blac!c self-assertion 

for rach;m or Black supremacy. Dlaclt people in this country 

more so than the colonial peoples of the norld kno~J what it 

means to ~e victims of racism, bigotry, and slavery. Real­

izing; OU!' nr'edictament frot11 these inhuman attitudes it would 

be ridicu1-ous f'o1' us to turn around and perpet1mtc the same 

reactionaJ?y outlook on other people. '•Te more than anyone 

else r~alize the importance of achievi:1g t-he type or s-ociety, 

the type or t••orld 11bere1:ly people can be vioHed as human heings. 

The mean:c of reaching these r.oals n:ust be, howeve1•, from the 

poi.nt o-r view of respecting the differencos between pooplc;s a 

and cultures and not pretending t'. at everyone is the same and 

the re.fus"l.1 to respect d.iffci•encos is one of th.e reasons that 

the uorld is exploding to(lay: A1-so expanc1 in£ upon tbe c"iffer­

ences a:11ong peoplelil end tbe re:ipect; it sboulc1 be accorded: 



• 

perpetuating tl,e l!lyth of white SUJl"'emacy. One is saying 

that Blac!t:;i- have nothing to contribute, anc1 shoulcl be willing 

to assimi1-ate into the ,ainstrea!'l of Great wh'Lte civilizatl.oo, 

i.e, the ,~est, 

A through re-examination must be made by 'ile.ck people 

concaroini; the contributions that we navE) made l.n shaping 

this country. If. this re-exam~nation and re-eval~ation is not 

10aoe, and Slack people /:.re not given their proper due and 

respect, then the antagonisms and contradi.ctions are goinp: to 

l.:lecou1e ,,iore and more glarinf, more and more intense until a 

national exp lesion ms.)T re~u.J. t. 

1,fhen peonle attempt to move frol'!l theso conclusions it 

would be f.a1llty, reasoning to say tbey are or<ler•ed bf racism, 

because, in this country- ancl in the tiast, Racis"'ll has functr­

ioned as a ty-pe of white nationalism \ihen dealin~ viith B1aclt 

people. 1.le a1-1- know the havoc that this l;lA.s created through­

out tbe worJ.c and particl.lJ.arly amen{! non-'•1rite pe-09le in 

this country. 

Therefore any re-evaluation that ue must m!'.Jce will, for 

the most part, deel 1-,i th identification. Who are Black 

people; what at·e B1.ack people; 1Ibat is tbeil' relationsbil) 

to America and the 'lorlcT? 

It must be repeated to.at tbe whole my1;;h of "J•regro Citizen­

ship", perpetuated by the ''bite ?ewer Ellte, has confused the 

thinldn:; of ra('ical and progressive bl~c 1.<.S e.nd Hhi.tes in this 

count1•y. The broad masses of Elaclc people Peact to American 

Society in the sa~e ~annar as colonial peoples react to the~ 

west in Africa, arid Latin American, and have the sania relati.ort-, . 

ship~ that of the colonized touards the colonizero 




