
TO: FRI ENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF 'TH E STUDENT NONVI OLENT COORDINATING COM~IITTEE 
FRUt>l; l•l .... k~ Ml. .L 1e.c , ht.: ~; l.U n ~ .._ .c e ~ ... t:;, c u d.•~ ..... vc 
RE: RECENT SNCC NATIONAL STAFF MEET ING AND SUBSEQUENT NEWSPAPER STOR IES 

Sn ick is again in the headlines with a rrumber o f exaggerated or d i s t o rted s t ories 
abo ut its rece nt national s taff meet in g and ch ange :d n l e ade rship. The followin~ 
po ints may help clarify some of t h e i s s ues t hat have been raised (a more detailed 
statement s hould s oo n be ava ilable and c an be obtaine~ fr om the l ocal SNCC office 
by reques t): 

1 . SNCC h as a l ways been in ter ested in the de ve l opmen t of independen t Negro power 
in the South. This interes t goes b ac k t o 196 1 and t he f irst organ i z in g ef f orts in 
Albany , Geor gia and South ll!es t Mis s i ss ippi . john LeNis , Chairman of SNCC f or the 
pas t sever a l years , ahs always ca l l ed f or th e development of '~lac k poc ke ts of 
power" in t he blac k be lt (Counties 111 i t h over 50% Negr o popu l a tion ) o f the,,So uth.· 

2 . The t h ird parties f or med in several count ies o f Alabama are· a new f or m o f th.is 
independent or ganizin g . It s h ou l d be not ed that in Al abama it is le~allt possible 
t o form a third party on the c ounty l eve l. Th us , in blacl< belt · counties there<iis 
a poss ibilit y of Negr oes be i ng e l e c t ed t o th~ t ·sea t s o f county gove rnment through 
their own political party. ( The fee f or Negr oes t o file as candidates in the 
Democratic Party primary was $500 i n LO\-JnJes Co unt y . Average Negr o-.c income is 
about $1200 . ) john Hulett , Chairma n of the Lowddes Co unt y Fre edom Or ganization, 
whos e symbo l is tl}e black panth er, recently s aid 'i1at whites cou l d jo in the 
Freedom Or ganization if they wanted t o . He also Sdid that his interest is in 
establishing indepe ndent power f o r Negroes and that the f or m o f th is power would . 
vary with the l ocal situat ion . 

3. It has been SNCC ' s experienc e in the South tha '· the r emnants of an infer iority, 
c omplex still e xis t in sec t i ons of the Negr o community . To dea l 1vi th this prob.lem--:­
which is best summed up by the we ll known ghetto ph:ase, "If you 're b l ack stay \ilac k ;. · 
if you' re bro\~n, s tic k around; if you 're whit e you're right "--SNCC has decided that · 
m~re attention must be pa i d b y the or ganization t o issues of cu lture and identity in 
the Negr o c ommunity . To that end , the r e will b e an incr~ased effort t ~ deve l op 
mat eria ls dealin g with Negr o h is t ory and th e American Negr oes ' heritage i n Afr ica. 
The developmen t o f a "cultural base " nO\AJ b ecomes an i mportant aspect of the SNCC 
program . 

4 . SNCC ' s r e fus al to partic ipate in the forthc omi ng t1.hite House Confer e nce on 
c ivil rights i s based on th e or gan i za tion ' s feeling that th e Confer e nce will b e 
just anothe r ta l k sess i"n with no act i on f orthcoming . It i s also based on a dis ­
agreement with one of the bas ic assumptio :1s (I f th e confere nce . Th~s a~; s\tmpt ioft . 
was m<ldc expU c it when Cn:-t.ferc nce Chair man Ben H P.iM!man said that the CMI fere"ce ·: 
~.: ct'lncerncd \'lith hC'Iw tr- ass i milate the Negr o into Amc-l'ican c ulture . ~ ~P.1TI&rlCs 
ca l'\ be m:\de abo ut this: · ( 1 ) it is SNCC ' s explicit pur pos e t o chal'l ge n~pects of 
Am~ican culture; (2) SNCC i s oppnsed to that kind of i n t egration that leads to the 
denial of cultural uniquen es5es a nd contrib utions nf ddf fe rent e thnic and racial 
group~ to th e c o ur. try. The full text of the SNCC Statement on the \.o;hite Hou~~ 
Conference on Ci v il RigPts is availab l e fr om th e lnc al SNCC offf ice. 

·' ~ ,. 
5. The change in SNCC lende rsh ip i :> prob~b ly best unde r stood ~s a desire on the :~ 
po.rt of the staff t o have as chairman someC'Ine whot·comes out of independent County 

- .---- or ganizing in th e b lack belt and \\h o can give this dir ectiC'I n to tlie whole organi~a-
---:::;, ..r St.ok~l~ Car michnel 111orke d for about one year \\lilth the Lowndes County Free~ 

...... - - · · ~ .x-:....n Jr - 'NCC ' s th i rd natcional chair ma n (he was preceeded by 
~r~ P l ecte~ ~o t he new 10 man central committee o f 
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