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Last swmmer, Steve Fraser, a full-time volunteer from New York
with the Esstern Shore Projeet in Maryland, and I spent sboub six
weeks in migrant labor camps in Dorchester and Caroline counties.

In retrospect, our activity was more investigstive than any-
thing else - we learned a lot.

We trisd to organlze a strike for higher wages which, aslso in
relirospect, was futile., But talking sbout s strike enabled us %o
have discusalons and meetings In 17 camps and to tslk at length with
sbout 200 persons, some individually, others in groups., Nelther of
ue feel that we wasted our time or anybody else's.

What we learned, I think, more than anything else, is that the
Ireedom movement 1s relevant and eruclal to a labor movement among
rural, southern Tarm laborers. They are ready to move if they sre
just showm how.

The farm laborer, as with other poor pecple, has a sophlisticated
and comprehensive understanding of hls own condition and has many
ideas of how to better it. Many of our discusslons ended with our
convictlon that the eonly thing a farm labor orgsnizer has to do is
get people together to talk, Then, together they will act.

The two biggest factors which keep farm laborers from acting on
thelr own are poverty and lsclatlon. Their condltion 1s a&lmost com-~
pletely similar to the majorlity of rural Negroes in the deep South.
Poverty and lsolation foster spathy ¢nd fear, which in turn incrsase
thelr sense of sllenatlon and extend the cyecle of poverty.

At the end of our efforts in the Maryland camps, we wrote a
report for BNCC on what we thought of the whole aituation. Here 1is
& gecltblion of that report:

"Here are some of the csmps we've been into. Welwe besn to each
at least three times, talking with Individuals or having a larger
meeting, and to many, we've been five or six times.

Tanyard Hoad, North - A small camp, one crew. (Most are one
erew.) Interesting Decause the wlfe of the crew leader is so strong
in her defense of farm work, prevailing waeges, piece work, the crew
system, and really proud of herself for being a farm worker.

"Kenmedy freed us all., I'se free to do what I wanba."

Part of the reason for her loud defense may be understood by
learning that she znd her husbend are planning to remsin on the
Bastern Shore, and will continue Yo verk for the zame farmer. He 1s
going to let them “ive in s sizable house, rent free.

"lobody pays rent in this camp. All they paye for ia slectrielty
for thelr telavisions."



A group of .shacks clustered in the shadews. The water comes Trom
& pump emptylng into g stagnant ditch. The water Smells.

We have & difficult time talking with the crew because she keeps
interrupting. Finally, I get her slone, and 3Steve tallks with the crew.
They hawe plenty of compleints and ideas.

Hicherdson Road Camp - If someone asks me about the camps, I'1l
gay bthey're all bad, but this onets the best.

A fairly new shed wi th family units and & converted barn and

8 chiecken house for single men. One pump for water, s good one. A
new latrine.

Small, hand-lettered signs

CHEW LEADER - CHARLES SHARP
I pay 25¢ for cucumbers and
1 for tomatoes

Thls camp has & lot of single men, including two white men.

(Altogether, in 17 camps, wWe encounter only five white men working
in the crews.)

We have thrse good discussions in Charles Sharp!'s camp, with
a lot of people talking up. The usual questions -- what if they
kick us out? How will we get through a strike? What organization is
backing you? How long will it last? When will it start?

fne men insists theye an't have a strile without being "legal,"
and without support. He is Tull of rhetoriec and Red Rose, and mayg be
a preacher. Phreses like "the nemenclature of a strike," which seem
meaningless - but Ideas sbout capitalism which are good.

"The nnly‘u&gﬂfcr everyone to have work with good wapges undser
cgpltallism is to have a war. And we're golng to war in Viet Nam.
And you and you (pouinténg at us), you'll be the first to go."

Shiloh - Owned by Werren MeWilliams.

Shiloh Camp seems to be sn old religious camp meeting ground,
now Tallen on harder times. It hes & large shed with a stage where
there masy have been revivals,

With two crews and at least 150 people, there are only two water
taps - for washing, cooking, and drinking.

MeWilliams cetches us in there one day and kicks us oubt, Per-
lodlcally after that, state and county pollice ecrulse through.

Steve and I are each talkling with &8 group of pesople when he
drives in with two other guys in the car. This isnm't Iike Mississippil

in some ways, not frightening at all. More of an opportunity than
anything else.

He gets out of the car and'wqﬂks over to look st the "Une Man,
tne V ote" poster tacked on & tree. Yhen he ¢ omes 8% ns. Feople
falling out of the housea teo listen.



"What are you doing here?"
"We're talking sbout wages. Wani to join us?”

"Woutre trash, troublemakers. Get out of here before T call
the copa,”

"Wetre not causing trouble, The troublels already hers,!
(More people gathering,)
"Get out of here before I take my car and push you out,"

"If wou try to push my esr, I will stand in front of the
bumper and you will have to bresk my legs."

Pouge,

MeWilliams: "Hey Nickersonl Hey Bellamyi" (Crew leaders)
"Get out here. I want bto talk to your"

To Nickerson: "Who are theses people? Do you know what theytre
talking sbout?"

Wickerson: "Ne, I Dontt,"

MeWilliams: "Did you ask them in hers?"
Hickerson: "Ho."

MeWillliama: "Did you ask them to leaveT"
Hickerson: "N o."

MeWilliems (to us): "I don't know what you're trying to do. If
my crops aren't picked, they'll rot."

"I'd rather see crops rotting than people rotting."

"Get out."

"Well, we're walting for a couple of guys who say they want to
come with us to another camp to talk sbout s strike. We're walting
for them."

"I'm calling the cops."

While hets heading for the phons, we talk with the people, st
least 60 by this time,

"You know and we know that the reason hets kicking us out of
this camp is because he doesn't want to pay you higher wages.
We're going now because we can't get arrested, we have too much work
to do. But wet'll be back,"

A1l the camps are pretty much the sams. Hot, dusty. Trash
everywhere, Garbage overflowing. Friday nights, people waiting to



get paid off. Food smells, Human asmells. Upended baskets for sitting;
Groups of peopls talking. FPeople dancing. Young guys playing estch
op shooting baskets or heading for town, Kids dragging tin cans on
wires., Volees rising and falling, Laughter., Shouts, T ruckes In from
the fields with peoples eclimbing down slowly. 0ld psople, Men and
women.

froston, Friendaship, Glime Brotherts, Spencer Jones!, Buek
Andrewg!, Esst New Market, John Hurst'e.,... We go Into seventeen
1 0

People who cantt buy in a store what they plek in & field.

Gamp near Hurloeck whers people live in rotting chicken houses.

Farmer must have built s new place for his chickens, Lots of money
in raiaing chickens.

Since leaving Maryland, I8ve spent about ten days travelling
sround the State of Florida, locking things over. Conditions in
Plorida asre responsible for conditions all up and down the East
Coast. Florlda iz the place where we must begin orgenizing.

Poverty in the mildst of plenty.

How much lenger wlll this problem confront and confound us?
Bven on SNCC wages, I am continually and painfully consclous of my
own affluence. In sadition to my background, educatlion, sand envir-
orment, much of my affiuvence is based on a simple fact - my "sub-

sistance" income is still higher than the majority of poor pecple
in this country.

My "subsistance” income sllows me to buy the food I need for
nmyself and my wife. It sllows me to live in 3 decent place with heatb
and hot water and = gas gtove and an inebox, with regulsr trash and
garbage collection. My child will be born in a hospltal and delivered
hy a doctor. If he/she (?) needs medicine, he/she will get medicine,
We have a telsphone. We have s cer which we can afford to run when
we need to. I w prite letters to relstives and friendﬂ becsnze I
Itnow where they asre living. I have been asked to do jury duty in
Marylsnd where I am a reglstered voter. I ecan tall with my Congress-
man. 1 hesve & Congressman., I do not have to steal. I do not have tc
rob, I do not have to beg. I am not strlcken with poverty.

I am not poor,

Approximately 250,000 pesople who work as migrent and seasonal
farm workers on America's East Coast, from Florida to Maine, have a
yearly income of 3500 - 800.

ifro-Americens, Spanish speasking Puerto Ricens end Cubans, end
Anglo-Saxons make up the Eagt Cosst migrant sbream, and live and
work in the "Blue 2ky Swestshop."

The time has come for SHOC to turn its mentsl, physiesl , and
splritual energies toward the problem of nlgnn171ﬂp these people 29



Lizs% the migrant stieam will joln the mainsbream of Amerlca, and
¢ DOING S0, will begin to effect the necessary changes our soclsety
will have to make ln.arder Yo include them on the basis of wanslity.

Farm workers have been excluded from our soclety simply because
thay are not paid enough to 1ive, eonly to survive. The conditions
SHCC confronts every day in the deep South extend their influsnce
wherever migrant farm Wurkers are located - as they pick tomatoes

end cucumbers in Meryland, #s they harvest apples and pobtatoss in
Hew York or oranges and grapefruit in Floride, as they bsg for
public sesistance in Virginia, =35 they sre jailed for vagrsncy in
North Carollna, as they die for lasck of medical c are in New Jersey.
or are killed in a collision in Georgia, ss they are born in the
back of & schooclbus travelling through South Carolina. North and
South, leorth and South.

Trade unlons have consistantly shied away from any sebtempts to
n“gani?e farm labor. Except for the IWW'a attempt to organize Wesst
Coast "harvest stiffs," there have besen few reguler union orzan-

Szﬁrs in Aimericat's fields and orchards, shanbyhowns and labor
samps. Unions cite many reasons for their reluctance, but I think
vnions, for the most part, are like the rest of Amsrica., They just
contt care.

"Wetve gobt what we want and the rest of the world can go to Hell."

But a strike by agricultural workers in Kern County, Calif.,
is giving hope Yo those who are more than just "concerned" with
poverty stricken farm laborers, those who are willing to work to
begin to change things as they are.

HUELGAY mesns STRIKEY in Spanish, end that!s what 3,500
grapepickers and thelr sllies sre shouting. They are shouting 1t
loud snough to be hsard in Saeremento and San Francisco, in Wash-
iaghon and on Well S3trest. And, more important, they are shouting
it Joud enough sothat they can hear it themselves.

They know what they are doing.

They are shouting "down with the Blue Sky SweatshoplL" Down
with shacks and labeor camps. Down with agribusinesa. We want decsni
vages and a decent life. We want them NOWL

Here is an exeerpt from the Natienal OGuardlsn:

The strikers are getting substantlal help
from many organizatlions including the TING,
Teamsters, the L& County Pederction of Labor and
pther SFL-CIQ unions, SNCC, Frogressive Labor,
CORE, the Du Bels Clubs, and some Young Democrats
and CDC clubs.

In addition, sbout 25 clergymen from the San
¥rencisco areahave been making btrips to the
(Delano) area teo aid the strikers, Four clergymen
wers arrested on fhavgez of unlawful assembly
sfter they refused to stop urging the fleld workers
to join the strike, (ne minlster had been
reciting Jeck London!s definition of a scab:



M eevea bwo-legeged animal with a corkscrew

soul, a waterlogmed brein, a combination backbone
of jelly end glue, ...z traltor to his God, his
country, his wife, his children, and his class.”

I believe the grape pickers are going to win their strikas,

Their victory will signal the beginning of farm labor uniocnism
g1l up and dowm the West Comst, from the lettuce fields of the
Imperial Valley to the spple orchards of Washington 3tate, And if
vther people learn about th&ir vietory, it will signal the end of

economic and politiesl exploitation of farm workers egll across
the country.

But how will & farm worker in Belle Glade, Florids hear about
the grape-plekers! victory in Celifornia? Will he read about it in
the Belle 3lade Herald? Will Glades growers put out a leafles
vxplaining the stpike and how the ctrike will benefit him?

I doubt It.

Well, than, who ls going to tell them? Who 1s capable of
telling tham? Who wants to tell them? Floridets Governor Burns?
The T,S5.D epartment of Labor? The directors of the U.S, Sugsar
Corporation? The NAACPY I doubt it.

The Student Nonviclent Coordinating Committee? Why not?
WHY NOT SNCO?

Hasn't 3SNCC discovered by now who really controls this country?
Hasn't SNCC found out that the ccurthouses and city councila, the
city cops and the county ecops end the state cops, the state legis-
latures and the federal govermment, the peoliticisns and the rednecks
and the goons, dn not econtrol anything at =2117%

Haven't we found oubt they are controlled by the greatest
egpregation of praw power this world has ever known, the American
Corperate Emplre? Haven't we discovered that decisions are made not

by politielans in smoke-fllled roome, but by company directors in
corporate sultes?

Tt isg pot Washington but Wsll Street which runs poor peoplets
lives, And if we haven't discovered this yet, what have we been
doing?

A Tarm worker's organization will begin to combst the corporate
power structure known ss Agrlbusiness from the place where it counts,
from the bottom up. aAssisted by civil rights organizers and by

militent and independent trade unions, the farm worker and his
orgenization will be instrumentel 1n not orily changing the condltlons

under which he lives &nd works, but in Zny community in which he is
present.

Lilee the Teamsters, for Instarice, and the MI'DP, a farm lahkor
union will have & strength and an Influense .nll out of propoytion
to Ets actusl gize.



There are thousands and thousands of people who are not considered
farm workers, but who are part of the farm lasbor force. Thess people
are located up and down the East Coast, mostly in slums and ghettos
of ecivles and large towns.

During the harvesting season, they work in the fields hot becmuse
they want to bub because t hey have to, in order to live,

There sre thousands and thousands of peoaple who worl steadily
for B0 eents or a dollar or a dollar twentyfive an hour. They want
and need more money. But the rural, agrlieultural interests also
control loecal and state politiclans and keep wages low and unions

out.

Foverty is s one-wasy streset and the only way out is up. I
telieve that SHNCC, with its experience and its resources and its
apirit, is the only organization which is able snd willing to begin
to orgsnize East Coast and southern farm dbbor. It will not kxm be
an easy jJjob. If we think we have met reprisals slready,wait until
we beglin to organize around econsmic problems on a large scals.

in organization of American farm workers can be thought of as =@
wedge to thrust open the door to a bebtter 1life for millions of
people in the South, blasek m 4 white, and in the Nerth, black and
W ite,

Unorganized labor is sixty percent of the imerican working
people.

There is a lot of work to be done,

When sre we golng to get started?

Gren Whitman
SNCC stsff
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