
Report: Tc the Ce~\ r~l Comm · t: ea 
Fromt Prec D. C. Movement 

Dk .early J11n e , "'DCM started holding ;,treet corne r rsll 4 e s on 7th 

St. (bou'1d by New J er-s try" Ave. lOth st. Rllode ISlHnd and New York 

Ave.) 4 D"mb~r of these r al l ies were held with marchers, sinG"ing 

and t he people talking about t heir nroblems. Weekly community mass 

meetin~a were tield. Se veral hUndred people showed up a t the weekly 

meet~ l'l'F:I!I· Local o-ommi ttees were set up with a bout lR "PQr-&Ons s.igning 

" P to work on tlieir block and in th.e ne i@:h.borh.ood • 

. .. .... _, 

Ra l l ie s were· also beld on 1st. and ~h.ode Island across ' rom SNCC 

o f'fi ce . 

In earl'! ,Jil 1 'J , FDCM &tarted a serieeot' ~ o a:rt j es. Th.& first one 

•·•a " bro'·en up ·y coos. A Harrant was s••orn 011t by cops for Marion 

Barry and Lester t-!cl<"inn i e t'or holding the blocknarcy. Ma r ion and 

Leste r postP.d th.e $ 110) 00 cola te ral. Tra j l is set ~or Aug . 11~. 

FDCM use.s the blo ck ..,artiea as a mean:!I<> Of !let tin'" •·,:tHng people 

involved. FDCM ho -es to get to the point where they can hold block 

pa r ties each week. The nart ie s stressed maxium communi ty parti -

cinat ion . 

Mar ion Bar ry : 

A numb - r of SNCC p eople have rai· ed the question as to Hhy I 

am chsriman of" the "'ree D. c , M' vement . When the FDCM '-oJas .fir st 

announced at a pr~s confe-ren ce co ns ) s ting of REW. t-lalter Fauntroy 

, Ne~ro b ' shop PRul Mo ~ re C..Chairman of Coal i~ io ' of conscience 
l \1 

coalition of civ~ l rirnnt s and reli7i ous !l~oups), Ed nail e s ex 

Sectv NAACP, and John o·~rrr s local barber, t he cahi rman of the 

Merchants and B" s ine ssm, n 1 s Committee to "'ree D. C, beca u s e of tb.e 

tremendous p ressu re m ~ st ,f the ne» sons displaced f n om publ i c 

view. Ou r exryer i ences in '"ashi n@:ton have shown that a large nuillber 

of people are self advocated and have selfiabunterest ( even gras s 

r , ots and low income people ) . J n order to try to develope a sense 

of militancy in DC (which didn 't exist) , and since I ·,ave no self 

i nterest , I alonq with othe ~ s dec! ded th.at the movement women 

remain purer if I remained chairman ( .Tohn D~ g11s is case i n Point) 

The re are 1 , 000 "Leaders" i n '·lashin~ton and all of' them •~ant t o 

----- --- --- ------- . 



, ...... -.. · --- ~ - . 

'' 1-"'uj.-.·• ""•~•r .... , .. g-· ... ...~ """ant to bP leaders. 1'his is some what different from 
1 A> ..... uJco County o r rural a ... ., ,._,. o f the .south. ( I will give a b e tter verbal description) 
There has been no attempt not to projo.;:t local 'Washingtonians and we are in the 
process of finding u nun~b .. ,. n£ tnr " l vr,...hingtonians to Project as being i nvolved in 
the FDCM. 

A nwnber of person want to know what FDCM has done "outside of Marion B.a:ri':)r". 
For those who know Washington, they know of the great difficulty of getting p eople 
to put their bodies rather than their moul:hes in the movement. 

Juliu s Hobson admits to being able to get only 25 or 30 people out with regularity, 
CORE can get 10-15. The Meredith's rally and march (with all of the group's 
spons oring it) drew about 300 people, Therefore numbers and organization are 

not an indication of ones effectiveness. 

--
The-re are a nwnber of concrete things we have done in t,erms of 'educaHng. . . , 

mobilizing and organizina people in Vfashington. 

FDClv~ has distributed over 700, OCO pieces of literature ; has sold o r given away 

over 30,000 Free D. C. buttons ; has talked t o or been invovled with a large nwnber of 

groups. J. nwnber of n eighborhood rallies have been he ld. 

OutDi de of thes, I thinl: that our biggest contribution has been to break through the 

psy chological barrier of "can't do anything" to a feeling of power. Most people 

still say that "you all are beating the hell of the folks downtown", It is still a "you 

:lll11 :md 11 us11 thing rather t.'lan a we. But the "we11 is the next stage. People allover 

Yf ashington now have a sense of "believability" in themselves, Groups are now 

organizing all over town. UPO is stepping up its organizing, Therefore a lot of what 

FDCM has created doe.sn 1t feed back into F'DCM. 

P ROBLEMS 

Washington has a population of 900,000 people and :l.l'ea ofj about 72 sq. miles. 

SNCC only has l. full time staff people in Washington. (Myself and Lester) It is 

very difficult to get good people to work for SNCC' s low s :l.lary and even worst not t o 

get p.Ud at all. UPO (local poverty p 'rogram) steals all of the old SNCC people and 

any experienced fie ld worker s . Therefore experienced per sonel is a very serious 

problem --particulary skilled community organizers, In addition, some of the old 

SNCC people doe,tm't with or understand FDCM 1 s method o f operation. When they are 
a~ree 

asked for concrete suggestion s, the suggestion rarely come forth. 
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