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When the Civil Rio_hts March t:J,'"ou~11 :-:i::ob i.ssii>?i began l atit: Jun ..... it 11aci 

tremendous sympathy in the :'>/orth<.rn ?re~•s, nn<l among most. Northern liberal whiccs . 

The Nc•" Yo rk Time~ ediroriulizo.ed: 

The nation c.::.nnot a nd w-ill nt•t n-n:;: 1 .. 1ngcr to lcra. t:e any place 
within chis Uni_on where \''httc s hold Negroes i n economic 
se1·v1rude a1\d pol itical imput cncc a nd pily.sical terror. This 
clim.:J te o f fear ba s to lifted . 1-li <s lss ippi Negroes must: b,, 
able t o usc the f ull rang.:: of thdr ~a lents in freedom nttd 
-di gni.t.y. The Negro hero .J. ~ .. vict i m is a tra&edy too often 
played out.* 

Then , one evening , when the }farch h.:t-t1 r cllched t he De lta country of Xissi -

ssippi , people t hroughout the Nali.o tt turn <ul on Huntlcy-Brinkley and saw Stokely 
• 

Carmichael, new chairman of the Student ~on-violent Coordinating Committ!!c 

(SNCC) speaking to a small crowd of sharecroppers and supporters . 

"What do we want?," he ·ye.lle<J . 

"Black Pow.er! ~-'' the crowd answered. 

As the March continued, the par ticipants increased t o 15 , 000. In front 

of the State Capi tol Building in J ackson, C.:l.rmichael addressed tnem again: 

. 'l 
'What do we want? 

.. , ~~ 

Black Power! 

In the months that havl2 followed, mor a and more Negroes , from all economic 

cl<>sscs, are apparently echoing t hat crowd. ·In Lo·.mdcs County, Alabama, share-

croppers and tenant farmers have formed an independent political party, adopted 

a black panther as their emblem, and "black power" as their mono.'"* During 

the lest NAACP national convention, one of the delegates, an M.D., was asked 

about the concept. He said: " I '111 black, so 1 ' d be a foo.l to be against black 

power." Finally, the traditionally integra t ionist Congress o£. Racial Equalit:y 
' 

has adopted "black power" as their goal . 

*"Journey Against Fear," editorial, The New York Times 
*1tl'he Deep South Patriot, Vol. I, No. 1, "Lowndes Primary," pg . 8 
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It is obvious that the tenn has nbo ny different definition~ , but ~11 i " · 

elude che concep t o f black exc l usiv(mcs s for ~he Civil !lights Mov~mcnc . Also, 

all defi'nitions include t he assumpti on thr.t N"':;r oes nre a s eparate and d l~ Llnct 

group in our socie ty . 

I n t his pa-pe-r 1 I wil l t.ry to d~'-'1. 1 wi Lh so:ne general a t titudes th3 t h:tvc 

a lwa y.s cxi 8tcd in the Negro CommuniLY Ul'\LI ,, .. hicll , ... \ 
t hn "bl ack po••nr" concftpt . The ).' . not SUf>I'OSC~ ~ w~ ~ { \ ' ' " 

ho.vu l ctl to t ho fom.ula t :l.o n oi 

to be a comprehensive a na l ys i s , 

no r a compl e t e des.cr i p tion of t he Nc,.;ro conununity . I t i s based solely on my 

own exper iences as a Ci vil Ri ghts or~a ni zcr i n Negro ghettoes o f Mississ i ppi, 

Georgia , and W~hington , o . C . . 

The fir s t part deals with genera l a ttitudas and feelings , among Negr oes 

with wbom I have worked. I n t he second , I d<llsc>:ibe the Negro organizat i on I 

k now bes t· ·The St udent Non- vio l ent Coor d i n.:tt i ng Commit t ee (SNCC) . Thi s "!aS 

t he .first major Civil Righ t s group to call for "black power " . The specific fac t ors 

that l ed to tQis policy are , therefore , ver y important . 

ROOTS OF THE BLACK 1?0WER CONCEPT 

Senator Ler oy J ohnso n ' s Speech 

On ~rch 6, 1963, in Albany , Georgia , I attended the annual di nne r of 

t he N. A.A . C.P . . St ate Sena t or Leroy J ohnson spoke . He was t he f i r s t Negr o to 

be e l ected to t he Georgia Sena t e sinc e Reco><s truction. He said, in part : 

Wha t you are doing here, i n Albany , Geor g i a , i n the shadow 
o£ fear and in t he shado~1 e>f tr~"'"nd¢us odd~ by persons of 
non- colot , 1•reptesent ~ wha L lllust l>e <lone by Negr oe.s tbr oug hou t 
t he South i1 we are ever to obtain first - class citizenship. 
The Negro must rece ive a greater apprec i ation for his ot,.rn 
acc omplis1:ments ;in order to move f o nvard . 

Today the Negro finds himsel~ corn becween cwo di vergent 
philosophies . He i s t augh t t ha t t he f rui ts of this. gr eat 
Amer i can democra cy belong to a l l the citizens , and yet 
the Negr o f i nds h i mse l f r ealis t ical ly faced with a segre-
gated society. . ·.., 

* The emphasis is mi n.e 
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Tod:>y t hrou('.houc the Southland Y.'"' 1dll fi..1rJ n n ~~~ ld nd or ~ ttitucl" 
ch3racteri~ing Lhu Negro ) a l~ind L•l <:~ ttitu,J~..• ohich s~y:; t:o the world, 
1'I will not be S:lt-is!ied with s"c;md-cb.;t. <hizcnship .1' Fot· t h" 
black boys and girls are moving L hl' LIU ~h,)u t t h).s Southland, standi nr, 
up and knc_al i l'l£ in , and prlck,ing 111- con~ciencc of Amc.ricn and ::;-ayln& 
"I wan t t o be free_, ani! 1 t.-.1410t:. t o b~ £1:.:: ~ nq\·: ~ 

No o ne nc~ds to be Diltruistic \O:it. h ~1 $ . 'Nn one neC'dS t o g;vc us any 
tl1tng . Our demands arc the dcm:.c,(i,; of s p.:oplc who belong to this 
country . America is my l a nd, anu ; c •s my cntn, cry . \~e need not be 
apolosetic to anybody , and. Lhc N..: .. 1.·o mu~.t :J t up ..fee ling so-rry for hililself. 
He mur.t stop feeling s ot:ry for bc·ing hl:Jck. 

A td.nd of cha nge is bl owing tlir ot:rh,>ut Lb•> South land . You will 
(lnd a kind of attitude cba t i s exempli fied in the little boy who 
was s t opj,ed by a white man on the :;; i..rcc:L ~ of Georgia.. 'I he white. 
man repr esence<l t he highest and bnst l.n se:;regation and prejudice . 
He ~topped the little boy and said, 'Thi~ i :; my to~<n a nd my s.trc·u t s-

·who are you?' The l ittle b l ack boy, stand i ng on the t i p of his toes, 
looked the white sqtzarely in the fa.ce and squarely in the eye, and 
s a i d to hiin_, 'I ·am somebody . • 

There will be those ~<ho .-111 say , 'Take it easy- -you 've come " l ong 
way in 100 yea r s . You've got plenty of t i me , and t ime will cu re it 
all .' They ,.ill say to you tha t the t ime isn ' t righ t . And I will 
say to you t ha t t h e answer to t hem is simp le and very clear . The 
ansve r is not how f ar we have come in t he lase 100 years, but .;,hera 
we stand today in r e lat i on co che ocher group i n soci ety . '[ sav t o 
vou t hat t here has never been a sin;-.le pc.:riod in history 'Where t he 
majori..tv group has given to the m'Lnoritv group of its (W'tm volition 
and of it-s OHO. accord . b~s i.c human right s . Ahuays the r e has been 
a necessity fo r minority groups to f i.gh t and sacrifice f or rights 
obta ined , 

We must ahomys realize that no matter how high one Negro may go, 
that he ca n ne ve r en joy to t he fulles t capacity the fruits of Ameri can 
d ~mocracy u ntil t he l owest Negr o in t he lowes t spo t and t he l owes t 
place can enjoy the s e f ru i t s o f Am-eric an democracy. 

Our chal l enge i s t o r emove eve r y vestige of segr egation a nd discr imi 
nat ion f rom this gr ea t l and . And I sublllit to you tha·t i t may very 
we ll be that black me n wi~l have to t each America what democ r acy 
r .ea lly menas . It may very well be t hat" our task here' on ea r th is co 
make democr acy work . I t may very we l l be that t he job of t he bla ck 
man i s to bring democ r acy to the 'Sou tbland a nd to t his great country. " 

. ., 
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Racial Pride 

In .analyzing these e"Xcerpts, il L'"' imp\"•T"l.;J nr. to remember t:ha.t. 

Senator Johnson delive r e d t he speech i n 196~ . yeats befo.r e t he 

phrase "black polier" was coined. Y,;, t: , in l!lil3 , Senator John• on 

wa-s sp-eaking about race pride, the r. ac~ssi ty frJ·r Negroes to 

~ what is rightfully thei r s, ~nd Lhc ·h yp~oc risy inherent in the 

American system. He even spoke o f whites as tne enemy of blacks. 

Because t he speech was deliver ed years aco , I thi nk it is 

valid to examine it in the process oi try<ilng to find th<' roots of 

the black power concept. 

Senatot' J t'>l· tin.>n was not a militant . Far from i t . He is a middle 
' 

c l ass Negro from the wea l thiest Neg ro section of Atlanta! At the. time o f his speech, 

he was being denounced as an "Uocld Tom, " <~nd coday be is scill so denounced . 

Also, he deliver ed the talk a t a !;>10 a plate dimner, far above what the aver age 

Negr o i n Albany cou~d afford. 

Yet, Johnson did call for r acial pr.ide. He scaced cl·enrly his opini o n , t hat 

t he Negro must receive an appreciation "~or his own a ccomplis.hments ... . He must 

stop feeling sorry for being l black. " Senator Johnson, as a Negro, was 

simpl y awa r e of the fact tha t afte r 300 y~1rs of being brainwashed , many NegToes 

themselve,s oelieve that Negroes are inferior . 

!'.any peop l e believe that: each pers on shoul d think of himse l ll "as an indi-

vidua l ," not a s a Negro or a white. However, Sena t or Johnson knew that, because 

of the years of racism, Negroes will be able to gain a sense of personal , 

i ndividual dignity, only afte r they overcome the feeling .of gtoup inferiorHy. 

Their personal prode can only devel op after gtoup prillde i s es tablished, 

The feeling that there is a need for racia l pride i s not the figment of che 

imaginati on of a grou p of young rad.icals. To ' dcmonscrate• t:'his, I would -like to 

pr,esent · t"o ~.poems ~orritten by a little gir'l f r olll Albany, Georgia . 
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'I'o be :i S.'-lCO:('s.· _::-~ : ·:~ .;:;~ , 

So-;;.c lliv...:;t =vll .:.• .. ' 1 .., .;:,r ....... ~i · -: :c.ad 
~--t .,... .,.. . .. ..... -~· ·'-- .. , · .. u .. • -.;, ..... 1 . 1.~·" · ' ,,, \ . .... .__ . .... ... (., . , 

Co-o:}~l'.:..tio:-. i ... \'•··· .:. ... '1-- .-....: ........ . 

Sit'ice 'tJe all c~n ' :.: be lc.· . dt~':.." .. ; . 
Her e. ' s t he thinU }u-:. t: ::t LO ,: o 
Co -ope!r.:;. te tv-it:~-~ th,: o':"'l c ";io ' s leociinc; 
An6 \..re arc bounc.~ :..1, ~o ~:!·:~vu;~h . 

Ther e's not flit· .... i.~.i-•U£..>-.:...;.-:..c ioY a b lnck m~n 
UI)on t::h~ f.::.c~ oi ~!.:s --..: .. · Llt 

0 :1-e or th~ t.Jisr.;.:::;. r.Kn') .; .. . .. ov0r l i v ed . 
A black mot.hvr 6 .. v.:: hi::-. Jirt.l . 

'Sl a ck is :r12ally ~·.v;.mr~bl~ 

To be bl.;lci<. is n..:y.:l·.i T.:3 b ... d 
The Bible says s ~:o;~to:: w..:o blaci< 
He '\V.:tS the wis9st::i-=..n \VC ' v .:: ha d . 

I thoughc to r.:;:.-.t:on ~:-tc.s~ thi-ngs 
Pr<:ying that yot~ ·.·J~ll ta!<c heed 
Cqme and co-op~razc 'in 
What the· b l ad< mc.n needs . 

I ·hav.;! wonderc cl .:hvut the ~egro 
I have. WOl~d~n~:.:: ~u-: a 10:13 long time 
Is t ha Ne~ro re~liy asla~p, or ha~ 
He l ost his r eal gooC ffiind? 
No doubc he is ~sleep c~d 
His dre~7.S a~e :~11 o£ glc~ 
But ic ' s t ime ::o:: ;iim ro ~Y:a~'e u? 

There's p l e :-::;y f.or hi o:1 co s ee. 
See you r- condition. o f t:n.z:::nyloyP~nt 

You'll decl are it's a -~~1 disgrace 
Jus t walk into so~~ of t~ie ho=nes 
And sea wha t you will :':),a,at 

Barefoo t childnm o.:td hungry .,ives 
And nothing there to eac . 
Ot her r aces a r e really happy 
They can drink and sup. 

: 
: t; 

*Both poems a.re by Marion Gaines , who was thirteen years o ld whe·n 
she comp?sed them. 
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Senacor J ohnson implies t hat lhc enemy of the Nel,';roes of Alba ny .:1ra "persons 

of non-col or." Re does not say t h.: lhe cnc;::y is a me taphys ica l conce p t like 

Jlprejudice'' or "lacK. of undc r s t:andi:.·.s bct\~·con peopl-e . " 

Senacor J o hnson was speaking in t he Dcc:p Sou t h . The only ••hi t cs t hat h i s 

audience had e ome in contact '"' i t.h l~' C.'t"C t:hcir bast1os or t o\o:n rowclil.!s ·- in o the r 

words, people who have oppressed lhC"'- I t h ink '.tha t it would be unrealistic 

to f eel t ha t Neg roes should not be n ntagniscic towards whites . Just a s Ncsrces 

snare in being discri mina ted against because t he y have ~ck sk i n , whites sr.are 

in the. qul;t simply b"e-causa t hey ar C!t.-whi t o . A N'ctro ca n ' t say , "\\1c.l l , I 'm no t: 

d i rty. Just because some other black people are di~ty , 1 s hqu l dn ' c be d iscr imi-

nated against ." And likewise individual whites ean.noc ext>ect exceptions t.o be 

made for them because t bey, personally, ar« no t bigots, I t i s natura l tha t. 

Negroes should distrust ill whites . 

Radica 1 Changes 

The SNCC position seems to be i dentif j e d no t onl,y \~ith r ace pride, but 

also with tbe demand for radical cban:;:e s in societ y . What: ax:e t he "roots " 

for this conce p t w~thin t he Negro community? 

Senator Johnson made the poin t tna t majority gToups have neve r, of t heir own 

volition, g iven minority group s " bas ic h uman rights" . 

All ' their lives, Negroes hear about America, They hear t ha t America is 

a land of opportuni ty and t hat it is a l a nd of freedom . But they see realistically 

that America is not that, at leas t for t hem. Many Negro l eaders now feel that 

''We don't want to be integrated i nto a burning hous e." They ~ee a lot of in-

equities that exist in America, aside from the race problem . 

Basically, ·the Negro wants his r i gh ts. He wants to be. able to vote; he 

'I 
wants job opportunities . lf he can somehow get these things within the present 
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system, fine, but if the pre.s<lnt AYL<m i•; mH Clexiblc enough, he will SLill 

demand bis rights . The Federal novcrrur,cnt , up until now) "has oniy been inte;rc_s-tc.d 

in keeping the peace, nor in fon.Ja t;d inr, N¢,t;r o rights. For i.nstnncc,. in th e 

Brimingham riots of 1964 the F.cderal t r oops we re sent in only after the Nc.s.roes 

startad t o riot, not t<hi,l e the "'' il i t.:> p.olic"mcn were beating up the Hcgro<>s . 

Neg-roos re-sented this vory muc.h. 

The Huslims I n 1<a·shint;ton, D. C. 

The Black Nuslims were the ! irst Nct;r o g:~;oup since }!arcus Ga rvey t o express 

t:.he. feelings of the average urban wnrl,in:;-c l ass Negro: a nt.:~.gonism towards \o.:hi"t e.s 

and wanting to combat sclf-ha t re(j . The JHuck Muslims a re very cifcc civ(l . How-

ever, theLr polit i cal goal, buyin~ or rc&..~<2iving free sev eral, sta tes i n t he. 

United _States to set up a separate nu. i on, i u obviously untenable . 

SNCC 1 s "nationali.sm" has ahrays been pol itica l and prag1113tic . They bas" 

their beliefs and methods on what they consider to be ~ realiscic ana lys is oi 

American society. 

The Muslims, on the other hand, have made a religion out of their n;;.tioMlism. 

They do not speak in px;agmatic terms, but in bi.ghly moral and religious terms. 

Brad Freeman, an Antioch student, and myself1 met with the head of Muhall):"d' s 

Mosque of Islam of Washington, D. C., Minister Lonnie 3X. What f~llows is my 

impression of the interview. 

Lonnie wouldn ' t meet us at the Muslim Mosque 1 of course, because wh i tes 

are not alloYed there . And he Youldn' t come to the settlement house in "hich 

I worked, because it was "1hite-run.. So we met him on "neut-ral" territory, in 

a Negro luncheonette i n the N.W. s lums . 

When we enter ed, I had the same feeling of co·tal alienation that I had in 

the iouth- -and I could see all the customers in the h~lf-filled place star ing 

at us . We asked the owner if Lonnie was there . H.e said, · .. ~o" , with a bored cone, 

as if he wanted us to know that he l<new we were just anotb.er couple of white 

curiosity seekers. We sat at the counter and ordered cokes • . The manager sfarted .,,..., 
·' ' 

. -·· 
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r eading "Muhamad Speaks ," a nd I bllu~.II L "' ~Ol'Y f r om thc s t<~ nd . 

Ni ni stcr L Ol\n ie fi~lly £rrt'ivt: d. He S.:t\1 us, CG.n)C over, and sat down at 

our t a bl e . He wo uldn ' t shake ou r h.:.nds . H" 11asn ' c hos ti.lc; h n simply ilid 

nol: a c kno•.<ledge our offer t o shake. 

We knew 1:ight '"'"'>' h e woul d b .: in c.om[>lcLc control of the s ituatioa . 

Lorm i.e asked Bt'.ad t o put. his oig;:c ... -- t.~ oo !..,(i.•tu;,lims are fo.rbidJ12o to Slno-ltc- , ) 

Thrcughou t the interview, h e wavc:d tq pCOi' l" coo1in:; i.n tho door . He raised h is 

ha n d , palm s t r aight up, saying "A S.ol.oa no A l..L·ichem (Peace be \Jith you) , t he 

Mu slim sallite . 

I remembered tha t Lonnie ha d a Ph . D. i n physics and mathematics . The fact 

tha .t he had deve loped a comradeship ~<i ·th so many lower-class people i mp.res s ed me . 
' 

We quoted a ~written st..s t cmenc which said , i n affect, t ha t th e Mus"lim mo v·e -

ment, was ·a react:.ion against oppression by <·>hitM . Lonnie empha tically de ni ed 

this. He said t hat I slam was base d o n the tenchings of Elijah Muhamm~d, the 

prpp·he t of Allah . Lonoi~ sai d t hat his r acQ pride was no t ·an "over .. compensation" 

to counter rac ism. He "'as proud of his race because it had created ever ything 

that was worthwhile in the world. Tbe white s were devils, created by a mad 

Negro scientisb centuries ago in order td actemp t to conquer t he wor l d. Bu t 
1'-' .~ .. 

Allah is here on earth, and will destroy the devils in t he {11·972 . 

However, Lonnie streSsed ano ther point which l eads me co believe that Isla m 

serv e s the same fun~ ti,on the "race pride" serves for Negroes in the south . He 

said that Christiani ty \JaS the whi te man ' s r e ligion . He foisted i t on t h e 

Negro to help k eep h im c!own . Cht·istianity t eaches "Be a good nig ger h e re on 

ear th , .and obey the white masters . The Lord is watching and will give you pie 

in the sky whe i+ you die." 

On the o ther hand, Lonnie said, I s lam doesn 't b e l ieve in "ghosts or spook s . " 
' 

It doesn ' t believe in a world hereafter . "Yo u make it on ea~th o r not at 'Ill ." 

When Negroes accept Elijah Muhamme d , Lonnie says , they learn that they ~hould ma ke . 
themselves better people here and now . 

• 



The Nr·w Of! iccr.s 

Lust Nay, SNCC members held a '11.'1....:-k l oq~ meeting near Nashville, Tc;;ncsscc . 

They c:ried to define t hei r positio n o n some basio questions, and e l .:>cceci 11cw 

officers . John Le,..lis, who "had scrv(;d tJS Si':CC chairm:1n s inoc 1963, •.·J.1s r~...plCJc~.d 

by Stokely Canni'Ch~al ~ :1 young m..'ln ~- .... :.t·cd i.1 the slumr.;: o f th..:! Heat Indio:~ .ond 

New York City , edueated at HO\·Jard Unive>r$'ity, and now i.dentifi<>d wi.th the ne~v 

all-Ncsro political organiza:i ons he h.:>d "parkl d i n the Blacl< Belt of Alabarna . >' 

Jim Forman, "'ho has been executive sc.crctary of SNCC since 1961, did not 

run fot re-election but r~mains a ke:y fignr iJ i:n the organizti6n. He sim!'='l/ 

decided t hat instead of spending mo's;: of h i • tLone fund- raising in t he 1:\orth he 
• 

wanted to concentrate on dcvolopinS; new lcadnrship among Southet~n Negroes . ·:.-k 

He was replaced as executive secretary by Mr. Ruby Doris Robinson, former 

S1>elman College student in Atlanta, one of ehe earliest sit-in l eaders and an 

original foun'der of SNCC who hlls been a lcildcr in the orga nization ever since. 

Cleveland Se l lers, who Wa6 named progr<;lm secretary i'' 1965, was re- elected ~o 

that post; he too. i s a long-time SNCC worker and was a key organizer in Mississippi. 

These tbree-- Cami:chael , Selle r s , and Mrs. Robinson--make up the present 

gover n i ng "secr<>tariat" of SNCC. The faot tlult all.tchree h<1 ve been act ive in 

SNCC since i ·ts fOrmation is significant. It i s obvious that, as individuals , 

they -have been reacting to the trends that have been gradually developing in SNCC. 

Basic Trends 

The current call for •black power" is only one of these trends, and it 

cannot really be understood except in the contes.;t of a~ least three o thers : 

1, The first is the movement of SNCC toward an i~Jreasingly close idenci-

fication with the disinhericed Negroes of t he South a~ of the entire country. 
*~i 

This began when SNCC moved away from campus toward co...:..nity ' orgilniz.ing in 1961. 

' It was decided t hat campaigns to integrate lunch coun~lts were not very important. 

2. The second basic trend in SNCG is the movemell · away f rom dependence 
Y:Anne Braden, "The SNCC Trends, Challenge to f-lbitc AmaT1ca ," The S<>uthern Patriot , 
Vol .24, No .5, May, 1966, pg.l,2,3, 
t*Unless othezwise noted, a ll comments I make about SNCC personali-c.ies are based on my 
t"> .... u Ov4nt... u"i ~ ... ~~,·:·, .,,:.\•- "-1. .. -- ------ =~ -----~ -~--~-----~~~~~~==== 
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on tha Feder a 1 Go.vtJ.rr.:rc nt --either f lYr pr o tc.c Llon, .or for a ct ions that could chnng-e 

poor pe.op le' s li ve·s. 

This star t ed when civil rights tv<>r ken; ' Mlls for help brought much tt> l k 

but littl e actio o , when FBI agE>n t s k c:-> C t ak::.ng voluminous notes bu t pcoric k~:pt 

tetti~g Shot and bcate:n and kil l e d, \Vhc n 00~>7 1 4ol'I1S \1.1ere passed but sCant i ly en-

forced and noching r eally ch~ng<J.cl l n the South . ..;: 

3. The third basic trend has bee n SNCC ' s slow but steady move toward in-

dependent p.o litical organization--in:dc pe.n\lt. nt, th:1. t isl o f th e old polit ical parti.:s . 

This has alwa ys be<m the o rgan: o:~ ton ' s g<>a l-- to hel p previous l y powerl ess 

people organize their own poli t i cal v~hiclc·5 . 

The Mississ ;i.ppi Freedom Dcmocr'! t i c Pa rty (~tfDP) was act'!ally a move to~;ard 

independent politics. It was peo [>l "' o r ;;aniz inl'; for t hems elves-- even thoug h 

at that point t hey hoped to work witbin the framwork of the national Democrat ic 

!'arty. 

Most of them concluded they couldn' c do. i t. The r ejecUon of RFDP at the 

Democr<>cic National Convention in Atlantic City in 1964 and the failure of the 

Congressional Challenge in l9oS had a profound i nfluence on SNCC workers. Many 

decided then and there that there was no ~>a.y for Negroes to build political 

strength within the American cwo-parcy sys tem. 

The next lol\ical seep was to try buil tling their own paJ: ties where they had 

the numbers and condit ions to do it--a nd t hat is wha t has developed with the 

Black Panther parties i n Alabama . 

Coalitions 

The fact t hat SNCC wqnts to build independent political parties does not 

mean that SNCC is rejecting t.he idea of co;>litions for all time to com<>. It 

is rather obvious that in a country where Negroes represent only 10 per cent 

'• 
o.f the population and even in the South do not have a majority in any state, there 

must somed.ay be coalitions with someone . 

*See AP.pendix 

•·. 
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The quostion SNCC a sks itself th ·h' i s: co.Jlit i.on \.;hort: _, when :'lnri \,J i t h 

tvhont . I t is s.aying th11 t i.n or do.r l o•· ::1 r:lc~n ln:; rul co::.li r: ion to take pl ate.-, 

"-l l east two cond i t ions must ~xist : (1) Tht !h.,o;ale t..rho hnve bee n pcwcr l c s.:.> n:u ::.L 

create a po~er o i their o\~·n ) else t hl..'rr.:- -wi 11 be. no· c o.:Lliti_on but only a si u :;:.t ion 

in which t hey "'ill b'o a bs·orbe:d and <:o,, t rol l c: cl by thos e who hnv e a ll t he pot-: ~r; 

Si nce the SNCC orientation is t o J 1>olH ics o f power for poor peoj> l e> , th i s 

makes tno.aningful coalition with "'hi t et: i mposs ible at thi s momen t , s i nce or~nniz.ed 

gr oups o f white pe ople t..'"h O al:" e poor r:i mply c~() t'IOt exist . 

l<ha t .about t he traditiOnal conlit i on bc tweecn poor blacks and '' liberal" 

whites ? 

Some SNCC people deny that "white libera l s " exist in the Deep South. This 

probably depends on ho~ the t erm i s defi ned. But one essential fact is that the 

people usually described as " liberal" -- the whi t e people and the Negroes who 

form coalitions with them--are generally people who never knew or have forgot:t·en 

what it is to be poor. 

SNCC si:nply does not believe that these people, even i f t hey were st rong 

enough to win elections in Alabama or elsewhere, are. going to make the so.cial 

and economi~ changes necessary to improve t he l i fe conditions of poor people. 

They think poor people mus t do it Ehemselves . 

The "Freedom-High" Element 

~·rom the beginning, SNCC has b·ecn loosel y organized. 'Ibis has been i ts 

genius, since it gave free rein to i ndividua l creativity, bu t: it had also been 

its weakness. Creativity sometimes became over-weighted by was ted effort when 

people came into SNCC seeking the "new wor ld" and were more interes t ed in finding 

their own freedom the"' than in doing what mi gh t be needed a ~ t he moment to build 

that new world. This became kno"'n as the " f r eedom- high" movem.ent in SNCC. 
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serious about ma.kins a social 'l"evol uli.on lh~.-rc art cc rtai, organiztional r) L:..ci -

pl i ne-s tho.t arc nCc es!:i tics o f the bl1:ug;:; 1e . 

Toe Non -Viol ent" Philosophv in SNCC 

Another development is that nlot1 t 1""'1"1 -> in SNCC have r e j ected the idea of 

nonviolence as a philosophy t:tnd i n mo:> t oltu.J l ion s ¢von a s \l tac~ic . 

Li ke the o t her· trends, this one has been developing ov.er the lase f iv.e 

years, but has just now been brough~ i nto publ1.c focus . 

It i s important. to add qu i ckly, howe\·c.r, that thi s i n no W?Y means that SNCC 

has turned to advocati ng viol ence . 

As <1 matter of fact , those ••ho jump to chis conclus ion should s top to realize 
' . 

that SNCC' s emphasis on ser ious pol i cical organiztion is the d.irect opposite o.f 

a dvocacy of violence. Effect:ive independent: poli t ica l o r ganiztion =y b e the 

last, best , and only hope of avoiding wi despread violence as a means o f attacking 

the racial situat ion in ~~erica. 

But most people who "(ark witb SNCC in the Deep South--and for that matt<;,r 

wit h other :>ivil r i .ghts groups- - simply reject the idea of turning t he other cheek. 

They believe in peopl e 1 s right t o de fend themselves agains t t he continuing and 

unrelenting violence of white racists . 

The idea of nonviolence as .an aggr essive weapon of social change-- t he concept 

of nonviolent revolu t ion- - has , at l east for the time being, disappeared as a 

significan t factor in the South. 

The Integration Philosoph¥ in SNCC 

Stokely Carmichael has said many t imes that : 

"Integration is irre l cv;lll"t when 
people in the present s oci ety. 
solve t heir basic problems . "<< 

*llraden, .QE.•ill• pg.J 

initia.t ed by b l a.ck 
It does nothing to 

. \ 
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Most people in SNCC agree with hi•·• · Uh~t white people must r ealize 

is tha t in t egration has been prese 111. cd .. 1s a m,tLtcr of N'cgrof!S being 

" integr ated'' (or absorbed) i nto while soc iet) . On th(! [.ace of it, this 

plainly says t ha.t what i s white is bet t e r . This has been a raw insu lt 

t o Nesroes; many have l ong felt it, uml nv« tht·y are saying t hat they fee l 

it. . 

AskEld r ecently how he def i ned ine.,;,p·o.tion , Jim Potl!kln said! 

Movit'lg Negroes ilinl o the llh:tinotl'~i.tm of Ame:.rican life 
~nd ico ae:copLcd valve -. .. ytJLL'm - - whl.ch 1 rej e-ct . ··'' 

this is no t what ev<lryone in t he hlov"'"~n t ho.s <n<lant by intcr;ration . To 

s ome ic has mean t the literal meanin(.; of the word "inr. eg1:atc11 
-- to make 

• whole . That is , co make whole the humon race . lt 1neant inccgrat:i,on of 

peoples n o t i n to t he e x i sting society, but into a new so~iety , where 

d ifferent g roups of people could enrich each other ' s lives , where all 

men could be free, and whe r e it was pos$ible for me n to live as brothers . 

I s SNCC Racist? 

SNCC is n ow saying t hat , a lthough many white people have helped the 

Civil Righ~s Mov~uent i n the past , it i s now t ime for t hem t o move 

over. I t is now time for Negr oes to "go it alone." 

• .•.. psychologically the Negr o has been in a box t ha t 
he could not get out of, and .... . what he wants t o do 
now is to do wha t everybody else in the world has done . 
lie wanes to build something of his own, somethi ng that be 
builds "it h his own hands J~'' 

Is this "ra,ciszn in r everse", as has been charged? I t is ver)! com:non 

today t o read editorials a.nd see car·toons the equate SN!lC and other "black 

power" group-s with such racilsc groups as the Ku Klux Klan . Thtl questio n 

is comple;x, and not easy to a nswer • 

*ibid , pg . 3. 
., 

*1•Stokely Carmicbael, SNCC Charts A Cours.e , interview with Wm. A. Price , 
National Guardian, New York, 1966, pg. 7. 
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Carmichael hims e lf gav e an .:~.nsw•. r \dlici· :i !, not complc l c.1 buL ih 

very sue cine t : 

. .•• that i s not anti-,~llt, . . 1-.1 '" you bui1J your o.,· n 
ho~sc , it dot:sn ' t tn~.:ln ;,-v\1 C":It· l.. ~o.Mn t:hc hou t> e. tJ.Cl.~P~~ 

t he SCU!<:t _,-, 

SNCC bel i eves "integration" can ne ver cx ~ ~.t until thflrc is cqu.1li t y 

i n strength between diffe reot groups of pe opl e . l t b clievc.s t ha t the 

human race can never b.e 11mad\;" \<1h0le " until Lhos r.; \<~ho have been opp r essed 

c.:111 crcv tc ( or thc::mse:lves t heir o•-.•n ~itr:engl h . The concep l of white. 

supremacy, which \o..•c mus t rea l ize ha<> bCH~-n th..:.: corners tone of ou r 

society , mak,es this impossibl e toduy . 

*.!!?.!.!! , p s . 11 I 
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