
NITTY 0-RITTY URGES LAUNCHING OF TENANTS RIGHTS MOVEr-ffiNT 

For too long Atlanta b.as been a haven for land.lords and a hell for 
!!I 
poor tenants, especially poor Negro tenants. The recent city-wid.e 

exposure of tb.e housing conditions in tile Markham street area aha 

clearly demonstrated this% fact. There fami.lies for years have lived 

without heat, often witnout elect±ricity, not water or adequate 

tdlilet facilities, while paying $40, $,50, and even as much as $60 

a month rent. And all the t~me the city government has taken no 

action against the landlors who profit from these conditions. 

We insist that every citizen who is a tenant 'Glas a basic rigllt to 

safe and sanitary housing at reasonable rents. bmxsociety dedicated 

to people is a society wh.ich puts tenants rights above sordid greed 

and profit. The vxcessive powers of landlors in Atlanta must be 

curbea. SU 

But this is un-American we are told• A man should be fl'ee to use 

his property in any ~ay he sees fit. 

The Nitty Gritty stJ>enuousl;y disagr,ees. It' a man opens a restaurant 

he is subject to certain health and safety regulations. No onellt 

would question these regulations. N0 KIDX one would say that the 

government has no right to require that a restaurant meet health 

requir·ements because a eustomer is free to eat somewhere else. If 

someone govs to a re.stauraat and dies from f'ood poisoning, no one 

would say that it serves him right :for he was free not to go to that 

restaurant. 

bJI% Yet this is what Mayor Allen te1-ls tb.e p·oor tenants of this city. 

He says (as he did to a delegation DXi' from Markham street) if you 

don't lill:e where you live now you are free to move elsewnere. In 

other words, the city government bas no responsibility to protect 



tenants because such protection would be an interference with 

a man 1 s property rights. But we are well familar Witb 
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