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Ull' RODUCT I OllT 

Thus far ln the civil ri~hts no~anent , the recruitoent of volQnteer workers from 

Southern caJ:tPUSes hc.s been pllinfully neol ccted--but ~1e ~>re certain that there is 

great potentin.l in this area. These stud.ents are the future leaders of the country. 

l/hethar they nre to be traditional representativas o f the lfegro Lliddle cl ass or 

lenders of a nett and better- society depeods heavil;y on the 1:10veoeot today. 

The YOil.ntJ 11egro people of the South are constantly nir;ratiog to tho !forth in search 

of better opportunities, only to end up in a sl tm, frequently u.ne~:~ployed, to live 

arul die in a oore strictly bounded l;betto than they knew in the South, 

Why do they leave arrl r,o North? The colleGe graduates leave in search of bet ter 

econocic opportunities and atteopt to escape the horrors tbnt have plagued thee to 

the extent thAt the J<orth abd ~:est, >:ith their to!cen soci al freedom , seem like nett 

worlds . 'l'he vast l imitations in empl oyment and t1ou.sing opportunities, oven for l!e­

groes with colle.!;G degrees , oinply cnnnot be seen fron behiod the cotton curtain. 

Host wocen bccoce nurses or secretaries-or tooehers earning lass than $4000 a 

yoor . I£ they becooe to~.>chera , they are pl aced in a segregated school systeo to 

teach in n segreg!ted claasrooo with inadeq~te eq~ipment and poorly prepared stu­

dents , Soon, even those who bad the initiative to come North find tbeoselves 

CO.\I&ht in the 60-porific of conple.coru:y, 1lullad first by social acceptance in pub­

l ic accomodations , the spirit of striving must be further suppressed b&eaQBe their 

jobs de;pend on bo>~ well they behave, 

liegro cen .,h., seek skillild or professional jobs have very little chance, if any , to 

find decent employcent in the South . ~egro engineers , social workers , scientists , 

pha.11!lB.cists, actors, musicians, construction workers , plQmbers , etc., have little 
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chance of acctuiring good positions in their trades. liany l~e~ro poople feel that b;y 

"esce.pin.:; to the North'' they can get away from this dil~, but the horrible truth 

is that these problems exist throughout the country. This they must learn and this 

th.e rovement oust teach before the South il; drained of its potential black leader­

ship. 

To escape the total dileoma, the l!e~t;ro people of the South and the country must or­

ganize politically and econooically in order to build a. strong base :from ~;hich they 

can cause enough change to guarantee equal opportunities every>1here. We are con­

vonced that the incentive for that organization I~ ill come from the South and that , 

at this point, the South is too re dis}lOsed to such organization. We think that the 

l·lissiasippi Project bas -proved that . 

The st11dents who >1lll participate in these conferences have a great stock in the 

fail11re or success of the moveoent . As men and woaen >Tho will soon be the adult 

c<itizens of louisiana (U they retlain) , they lfill live, ~10rk and raise their fami­

lies in dozens of cowllni ties all over the state. J<o matter ho>r much a civil 

rights staff does in a community, success ultimately rests >nth the pe.ople >rithin 

it . 

Throu.gb college conferences we hope to reach the Negro student ,.,!Jld ednoate him 

about the .. oal.s and PllXJlOS&s of the movem~tnt . We hope to provide the initial in­

centive for him to become interested enou~ to take part in present pro~rams and, 

through participation, for him to become a sound community leader. 



PIDSP3CTUS 

The follotti ne; is a prospectus for a series of conferences to be held for Louisiana 

college students . We p:ropose to co"centrate our effo rts on the following campuses : 

Dillard and Xavier Universities in !lett Orl'eans, Southern University i tt Baton Rou.ge 

and l'e>~ Orlea"s, and (}rambli n& Collette in Gramblinl{. ~:e also hope to involve stu­

dents fron some o£ the ~<~hi te colleges and universities in the state. l~e propose 

holding t>~o conferences on each of the campuses during February and •larch. · We also 

plan to have a state>lide conference in late .lpril for all the colleges in Louisiana. 

AGE!'llA mR cmr:r:m::Hc>;s : 

I. :Brief hi& torY of the <rovement . 

Tho conference ttill be.;in 1·1ith a brief history of the movement . be~inning v!.th 

the sit-ins · in 1960 . The discussion l eader should explain how the JDOvement 

has influenced social, economic and political change in the country so far and 

lead a disou.ssion on why more significant c;,anges have not been made. 

li . Involvement of colle~e students in the movement . 

This session should be a largely non- directed discussion by the students on 

their ideas and feelings about the movement and their potential invo lvement . 

The discussion will likely indicate reaso-ns llh;r colleGe stndents aro reluctant 

to become involved in ths movement. They should be presented tlitb the ques­

tion: "t.'hat happens ·to colle~e students after they gradua.te7" 

III. Problems in the .lfe.:ro cormuni tY , 

The students should be allo~ted to discuss openly and freely the problems they 

feel are pressing in their own comnunities . The session leader should il­

lu.strat1l for tho stu.dents how their p:roblems rel ate to the problems of other 

cooununi ties and the country. There should be ao attempt to have them deal 
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>~ith economic, employment , political and social problems at \lhatever level the;; 

are able to discuss thes~ problems , 

IV. An introduction to COIG's pl"Ograms to combat some of the problems . 

A. Education : There 11ill be· an introduction to the freedom school program and 

community center project . These programs should be written and distributed 

to the students be£orehand. They should be encouraged to make suggestions 

on bow they feel these programs can ~1ork ill their communities. 

D. Political : A discussion on voter ree;ietration and its importance. The stu·· 

dents should discuss bow they can impl ement such a program in their communi­

ties. There ~1ill be M explanation of the Louisiana political struc.ture and 

of voti~ ' 'requirements. There should also be a discussion on the Freedom 

Democratic Party led by someone from Mississippi. 

C. Federal Pror;rams: There vlill be a presentation on and a discussion of t he 

ASCS committees~ nd the parish elections which will be held in Louisiana i n 

August . There >1ill be an explanation of the Anti-Poverty Act , the Protp-ama 

i t includes , and bo>~ the civil rights movement can best implement them in 

Louisiana. 

PROCl'JJUJ!I:: : 

There ~li ll be two campus travGlers , t<hoee jobs .,ill be to contact students and in­

structors on the campuses aud build up intere&t in the conferences. Thoy are to 

acquire facilities , resource people and mate rials for the conferences . T.hey will 

also bol d trainin;, sessions on the campuses Vlitb smaller ;:;roups of students between 

conferences to keep students interested. 
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l•le hope to tnvolve collet,e professors in these conferences as resource people . Fo1· 

instance , "'" >lill try to ,;et someone frcm one of the la" departtlents to diseuse the 

:political. structure of Louisiana and the Civil Ri.,;bts Act . We >~ill try to get some-­

one from the sociology department of one of the colle&es to speak on the "problur.JC 

and sociology of the He(;:ro community" . We also hope to involve them in helpin;, s et 

up the various conferences . 

The first conferences , inmost cases, will be run by staff and resource peopl e . We 

ho~ to got the collet e students to p l an end run the second conferences thamselvos, 

" i th a minimum of help from staff. 

The conferences will be broken do>lll into small .,orkshops to increase individual par­

ticipation. The students >rtll rotate among sessions until they have covered most, 

if not all , of them. 

Before and during each conference , material on each itep :for discussion >till bo dis­

tributed to the students . 

The students >till be encouraged to join projects >~bere they exist in their school 

areas and to initiate projects .,here there are none . 


