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in defense of black power 
BlACK POWER 

IN THE MIDST ol the deboro over rho ooll 
for 'Black Power' In Whllo Amerlto, rodltol 
Negro leode,.. hove declared lhat they ton
not give a dolailed definition of lho lorm. 
This poalllon Ia only only conolotonl"'ith tho 
conc.epi of Bloek Pow·er - In foc:t, II reveals 
the ... ery euence of the concept: that the 
Negro people wlll the.m•el'lesdotcrmine the 
d!r-Krion of their ovtn movement In the 
course of atruggle. 

BlACK POWER MARKS lhe beginning of a 
new 1toge in the atrugglo of o peop lt towo,..d 
social liberation, o stoge oa important today 
o.s woJ the Ctvll War and R.econlfrudion o 
century ago. For the Negro il'\ Amerka, 1he 
A.rne.ticon heritage has meant cenlvrie• of 
tlovery, trontformed ol loll Into corporate 
'free entorpriso' •lo.,ctry, poverty, and phy· 
tical terror. But beyond even the lynchings 
Otld poverty, thebloodondhunger, hasbeen 
the syttemotlc attempt not only to cr·ush the 
Negro but to moke him occt.pl hit degroda· 
lion ot hiJ juat due. History ond 1·rodltlon 
*•oved o b lo n~ol of sodol lies that 
tmothered th.e Negro In his own IUPf)osed 
Inhumanity, his fltn~• only for monuallobor, 
hh awareness of soclol and e.,en phytlcol 
dependence on the power and wealth of 
White Amorita, hlo lntopobllity of running 
his ow" lile. 

MUCH MORE IMPORTANT than explltll 
1heorle1 of Negro lnferlorlly has been the 
conKious ond unconadout rodsm thoJ per
m.otes the live• of whites living in o society 
bulh an the sloapod bacb ol block people. 
even more trogtc. o great many N4tgrots 
have themselves otcepted the racist concept 
ol their own Inferiority. Dellberotely de
prived ol their Alrloan horlloge, vlrtuolly 
denied tlwo history of !heir own pasl rebell
Ions forced lntopon.rns ofdofore-bytho 
ne•J to •urv,ve, forc.d Into the mo1t menial 
1.0.. forced Into filthy olumo ond dirt rood 
ahotb, many Amorlton Negroes found It 
oooy lo octopi tho myth ol their lnf.rlorlty. 
h l• a tribute to the human roc.e In general 
ond the Negra people in porHculor thottuch 
o tyatem wo1 not completely .tfediv•, 11\at 
they could not be beater. down !Otolly oven 
by the voot _,. olignod against them. 

1'h0U1Jh IM white radlall""" ompothl<e to 
o degree with tho .. lf-llberaflng offed ol 
Black tor>Kk>...,oll on tho Negra people, 
only he who has been burdened whh the 
myth o4 his own inferiority e;on know what 
that liberation really meqns. The experience 
of tho Negro bol0<1g1 lo lhe Negro, only 
he knowt how he feela, ond only he con, 
in the <OU"',. of Uruggle against the fotcet 
that Of)preu him, determir'lt what he wonts 
ond h- he Intends lo ~~ 11. In port, !hot 
11 Block P-er. 

BEFORE ONE CAN oven bogln 1o di~Wn 
tllo political Importance of Black P-or, 11 
II absolutely ononflal to understand tho 
importance of this sen•• ol Blotk conKiouJ>o 
neu in the buildiMg oro mau Negro mov• 
ment. 

A fEW YEARS AGO o •enoollonol 'dlocuu
ion• raged in the American preu on •alack 
Notlonollam.' The grectut problem, with thb 
discussion wo.s that o good deal of U was 
Irrelevant~ The crucial question for white• 
should hove been, •'Mly?' Why were lhe 
Muslims, ond before them tho Gorveylres, 
able to get tuth sb.oble and deeJ>I'OOted 
support and porlltipotl0n In lhoghotta?Why 
were so tttcny N.grou who did not join 
•hese groups so ambivalent and deferulv.e, 
yet also to re5pec"ul to-word the.m? Why 
did the 'ptrrt of 'No'lionoltsm• pervade ao 
mOth of the interl'of hfe ol eVen the most 
integrated civil rights otga.nbation? 

A BASIC REASON lor lhl• phenomenon 
wos the f'leed for telf-ldenHHcotion artd sel•· 
resped. American block .sodety hod for too 
long o«epted lhe ideo that Negroes were 
intopoblo ol unlllng ond loading lholr 
own group1. lroditionol dvil righh orgotli:z,a. 
lions mighl "do good lhingo,' but lhe blatk 
mon o t the bottom could not lcfentify himself 
with them. What oppear.s to the w'hite com
munity to be 'integrated' orgol"'lt.otlon often 
oppeort to th• grouroott of the block c.om
munlty to b. wh1t.-domtnoted. Ce-ntral, then, 
to the oppeol of Nationalism/ even for' 
thcne: who reieded it, ho1 bHn the hun;.er 
for Black pride. &oc:k To Afrlto, o ••poroto 
tlote, Mut limlam - all theteldeos thenualves 
hardly actounl for the popularity ol nollon
oHun. They _..,.. surfoce tumbolt ol mill
laney, of a rofvool to kneoltothewhllo man. 

BlACK POWER hoa o 1-r history In 
lha Negro ccmm\lf'llty. 1n the North we or• 
fomillor with It os on Impulse, often undeor, 
tomeHmes conservoHve, tome limes rodicol, 
but o~wov• pre tent. The Negro Church, even 
with Its f'fequenl Hea to whit~, even w1th 
itt fr·equent ties to whites, e¥en with ita 
freqiHinl Implied muooge !hot 'White is 
Good, Black Is Bod,' gained oupport 01 an 
fntl rumef'lt of Negro•• · The growth 
of Negro poiiHtol mothlnoo lnoldo the old 
portio• rep•o1011tod (and depended on) tho 
ooplroflon for er""P idonHty, oven tf moll 
of the beneflfl wer·e at best vlcorlous. Even 
Undo Tom• were preferred to direct white 
control. The Negropresaondfrot.rnolgrovps 
ore alto WOY'erlng butpercepttble lndlcotfons 
tllot tho Negro wanted hlo own lnsHI\IHono 
and hit own power vr011pt,. 

ThiJ. trend Is even more marQd In the 
South. Tho control feoturo ol s.grogoHon 
'llfOI not teporotlon of the rocet , It wot the 
domlnoHOCl by ...hlteoolfO"'erle" NegrOft, 

Blod. lnolltufloruworetanlrolledby the white 
power structure. Established bloc.\ tommun
ity loadorJ depended for their p...,er on lho 
support !hey had In tho ...hlto community. 
A ~frlencr of the whtt..t ~ould command tom• 
influent• on o day-lo-day level. A white 
could workhtJpleoture on theblodtcommul'l
lty; the reverte wa.tlmpoulble .Segrego.tion 
was not tlmply two teporate e:ommuniliea; 
it was more dosely aldn t·oaronc:h, on which 
the black tottle wero penned off ond fed 
OJ tong os they aull•d the ntted.J of thelr 
while ownen; If they did not, lhey were 
oloughlored, 

WHIT& AMERICA HAS shown lhu Negra 
!hot he neod• bolh ldtnlfty ond fO"'Or. From 
this ltuon 1prfngs lhe need ond the motive 
for a Negro movement, led by and reapon· 
1ible to Negroe.L 

If 

REPliES THE LIBERAL. wo hove alwoyo 
urged tupport for dvll right• organltations 
thol oro dedicated lo bettering tho lor ol 
Negroe•. Somoh- SNCC and other Block 
Power militants teem to wont o dJHerent 
kind of movement, they don•t seem to 'WOnt 
to Integrate Into American 1oelety. As wt 
will try k) .Jhow, thit movement Is of n4K41tlity 
diHerent fr·om otherdvil right. orgonltafiona 
In Itt reloflonstomlddle..c:lonwhiteA_merlca. 
And this ciiHeronto, nol the phony thorgo 
of 'rodsm In te't'ene,• b at the heort of 
much ol the white rootllon lo Black P-er 
- o reaction thot not ontv rev&ab SNCC't 
aliena~ on from middle-clan while Ameriw, 
but also the- while llberol'a commitment to 
it. Bullo(JfirJIIokeupthloqu.,llan ol aqlmi· 
lotion 1nto American s.odety from an hislor~· 
col pel'spedlve. letu.• otkwhethar 81adtPow· 
er rad'icolly dev1otet from th.e .A.merlcan 
••perlence? 

THE ANSWER. wo think, Is lhot It doe• 
and It does.n'·t. 

ON THE ONE HAND, II •hould not ooom 
strong•. for olmotl otl m1notlty groufM In 
tho United States hov• gone through anolc> 
vou. proceuet. Very Jew aroupt have tim
pty '1rona1ot.d, • •outmUotec:J:,• or 'int.grcrt.c:r" 
lnlo tho dominant ootlety.ln lcxt, behind tho 
gou.-e coVerlet of the greol 'meiHng pot,' 
•a II.Americans~unhyphenoted ~together· I" 
brotherhood,' and •every·m:Jn<onsldered
m-on~lndlv1duor ho• o!woy• b•en the reol· 
lty of doflnod olh•lt groupings !hot malo 
up our ow.n •ociety. Every poUticion making 
up a ala,. poyo duo hood 10 group •elf· 
Identification poHorno. lhelrlohtonoolldated 
tt.tmselves. 01 o gro"p· took over the church 
ond gave it new c.ontent ot on lrbh lntflt\1' 



n...., and forme<! and CO<\IroUed mony poll. 
Hcol lntHhiHont; tho J"'""bullttholrmonlfold 
ond p...,orful oroontaoHon1; thollalion1 r~ 

HcollnoHMton1; thoJewot...lhthelrmonlfolcl 
ond -rfuj oroonlaOII-; thellafiCHIIC~ 
h.red their «>ntdOWMtt a.llallant rother 
thon o1 r.n- vii'-" wh.n they reoch.d 
lhoM ~~~or .. - and 10 on. For oeporOie 
grovplng• Am•rlcon JOCiety did not provk:Ht 
tho option of limply bloudlng ln. Such a 
<hoke 11 only po"lblo whon o group be
como• tlrong enough ln'-rnolly lovHIIto lb 
force and commond rotpe<t ln,..ordly ond 
-ordly. 

IN IKIS WAY 11 tho Negro' 1 cour10 almf. 
tor lo thol of other groupt. Howev•r, there 
oro a lgnlflcanl cllfloroncet. Tho I'\OIIob
•loua Ia lhot tho colol Uno moil.o tho gull 
botwM~ whlto and Blod thorpor, more. 
over, the: other mlnorftJet COMe witt\ lntoc.t 
culture.t to be erod.cf over time, whir. rhe 
Alrl<on'a lo"ff\KKIII ond cvhuro WOI dod
motocl If no I complotoly clottroyed. And 
finally, th• Negro wot lreoktd lo thtprc> 
<Ill ol proclaimed lnlorlor11y, for morothon 
ot+.trt. fourth , th• othe.r groupa could 
begin lotronr.latoln by lncrooolngly odopllng 
to miclcll-.dou •lonclotdt ond by rialng on 
tho -.....,,, loclclor on o Iorge -1e. 
For tho •oSI numbon of Negrooa lorvoly 
t..pl unaiJIIed or 1omf.o1JIIod and living In 
on lncroaalngly filled and atraHfiocloconaml, 
lhl• couno b boalcolly not open lo thom. 

THESE FACTORS MEAN lhot the ~ght ol 
the Neero ia hord.er, tt.Grper, and of nec:e .. 
oily, moro rodicol. frH, ~ tho gool Ia tho 
10H•ra1Jing ol20 million llod Amot'-•· II 
con 001ly bo occompli•hecl by o dr- and 
thorough chongo of tho whole aocioly-lb 
poiiH<o, lb e-y. lb culhlro. 

ONE lAST POINT ahovld bo modo In roJo. 
tlon to the e:uropeon ethftlc mlftorit&es whkh 
It uvclol lo on undoralloncllng ol the tlml
lori ... ond dille<...... •lt+wb the Negro. 
n.. Evr- mlnO<IIy groupa hod ovbldo 
olllea e ven while !hoy uytlollbed their~ 
wor. n.. olllnlc groupe woro frequently 
hotHI. to ecxh other, nev4rtheleu, over the 
lo<lg porlocl ol H..,., !hoy tended lo bullt
ooch oth.r ond light lo< ....,,.... noedt. 
l'hol\ too, detplto porloda ol lnloMO botll
llty, o '-olli001<0 with tho labor movomonl 
olclod "'•-u. Glvon the cilllculty ol the 
Negro'• revolution ond, ol the aome HIM, 
hi• minority potiMon ln Amorlcon aocloly, 
tho problem ol oUionco1 11 more dllflcull, 
but crvdolly ln-lonl, 

IEFOitE ONE CAN oven talk oboulolllo,.. 
co>. "-over, It b lmpor1oont lo undonlond 
tho obaofuN nocowty f0< building on lnlor· 
nolly unified, atrong. onchelf ... o-lfng 
Negro movenwtnl~ Only then, wheft Negroes 
ho•o 10melhlng otrong enough thai other 
groupa oon oily with II and nol1lmply doml· 
nato I~ con one conoldor the problema of 
oll~ancot. U..controlpr......,.wlthlho Negro 
movo,.nlha. boon !hot there ha. not rool-

ly bMn - capablo ol .!:t'::l r- lnlo llocl _ ......... - "' lo ... 
-'o-ptycholaglcol ond polltlcalnoodo althe 

N~ro moue.a.. llock pow•r, 01 we hove 
-n In the pr...dlng -..,., , Ia o racllcol 
re - M lo lhot racltcol noed. 

IUT GIVEN THE NECESSARY development 
ol oudh o mov• ment, - oHJI then potl lo 
lho problema ol ol'-t. For - .... 
<Otlafn looclon wUhln and without tho O vll 
ltlghlt -vo,.nl hovo cloclored lhol the 
Soulhorn Negro Ia incooiiHon with lobar, tho 
church groupa, llborol1, ole., within the poll· 
Heal cornpou oltho DomocraHc Porly. Thoy 
coli lor tho lnlonoiflcotlon ol IIIia olllonco 
CNid condemn tho Ideo of Bloci Powor a1 o "'"thod of ltolollng the Negro and doatroy. 
lng profllaf>le olllancot. U..y ooy It moon. 
!hot tho Negro wonb logo 11 olono and !hot 
thto would bo dloaatroU>. lot ua •••· 

LET US lOOK FIRST altho aort ol ollioncoa 
that the ldoo of Blod P-or, evon ot thia 
eorty ttoge. Implies; tecond, ot the notvr. of 
tho cooliHonlol ollioncot upon which tho tro. 
dlllonol dwll rlphb groupo hove boon booocl; 
and third, o moro dolollod and opoculoHv., 
onolyalo of the polonKolallloncogr-lngoul 
of the new Negro movemenl boJ.d on the 
Ideo ol81oc,k Powor. 

Al ONE lEVEl, tho Ideo ol 81od Powor 
dearly oddroue1 iiHIJ to tho quo1Hon of 
whi'- 11udon1 oflloa. 

A RECENTlY PUBUSHEI> SNCC pooiHon 
popor pub It "llli• Ia not lo ooy tho! !be 
whltoo hovo not hod on Important rolo In 
the movement. In l'he coM of Mlttlttlppl, 
th.lr rolo woo ••ry koy In lhotthoy h.lpocl 
glvo 8locloa tho right 1o oroonlto, but liKIJ 
rol• Ia now o-..er, ond it shhld be,. Whl .. 
Slvdonb and oth.n hovo porHclpOied In a 
varioly ol olluotlon. In tho South and howo 
b.-n uuclol In quite o number. Now th• 
concept of Bloc• Power hot bMn ocl•oncod 
ond II moon• almply lhat a ologo of struggle 
ha. bMn rooched In which Negrooa -.t 
CCNIIrol ovor their -. figllt, Itt polldos, 
ond lbdotHny. Thlododtlonllbollulr f glc 
ond democratic. StrOiegi< In !hot 11 b bated 
on the boat -r lo t...llcl o ,,,_ Negro 
movement; democratic In that It ttoles thot 
Negrooa ahovld control oholr -n orgonf. 
aoHona. Any whi'- who leola !hot h• hot 
ot1 "lnh.ront rlghf lo bo port of tho loodor. 
ll!lp ol lllo _vo._t 11 only -Oiling 
hit own looling> obovt tho lftobtllly ond/or 
lhgitl-r ol Negr- lo build and load 
their own orgonbaflono. 

AS WEHAVESEEN,llboco"'elncrootingly 
door tho! the floht ha. lo bo wogocl by 
dlgelng dMpor and moro por-t •
....._ the Negro pooplo lhom10l- In tho 
South. ConMqUOnlly, the-"'"" ol whr"" 
In loodenhlp roiloa booatno lncnooolngly 
ornbJgwout. Their very preMnce, no mohr 
how well-~nten~CM\ed, wos ol some vorlonce 
w ith eh• need for Involvement of bkld oeo-
ple. one Negro. moro than ony-, -hod 
logo through tho.,...,.... ol rocognlllonlhol 
blodoo oro oble 10 load, howe 1dooo, and 
- ........................ At1kulolo,odvon. 
~aged. mlcldlo-doa whit• •tvdonb lmpodo 
lhl1 pr0<011 of rocogniKon. Gtvon thh noocl 

and the <ontervotl"" al lho Negro'o olli01 
- labor, libo,..b, and 10 forth- lllodovolop
menl of mo .. blodt MOvements hot become 
ol crudollmporlonco. 

8ITIEI EXPERIEN~E with,_. and"golna' 
wroned fr- federal onda-gov•rnmonb 
haa ah-n that they hove llttlo con'-nt 
unJeu llher·e flo P"''-•rful mou movement on 
the SUM to force compllcmce. The need to 
lnv~ve moJ ... s of Negroes means a blodt 
movement, but It doet not mean th• end of 
ollionoo1 with wftl'- rodl<ola or aodol mo•• 
monb ol whltu. Qullo tho oppooilo. n.. 
SNCC alolomonb hovo •JOPII<l~y oclvltod 
..,hiM octivilb to orgonlte rn their own com· 
muniHea. In foct, tho hope lor thlt oorl 
of blad.whllo olllonco doponds In a roof 
""''on the activity of ~hUe rodtcolt In svch 
predominately ._.hit• movements o• the lo
bor mO¥emenl 8Jod Power it not o policy 
ol .. HI.ololion, t...t o alro'-gy fo< building 
o alrong, unified Negro rnovoment ond o 
coli IO< moro moonlnglul ollloncoa. 

BUT BEFORE wo dlacuu moro fully tho 
noturo o4 thoto (potontlof) now alliancoa, 
""" ohould uomlno !he nohlre al tho cooll
lionlu ollionc:e.s ol the o&d~ine dvU rightt 
QfOUpt.. 

BLACK POWER COMES at aconcr•lotlmo, 
In rtsponM lo contrtle conditions o~ con· 
tret·e alliances.. The trouble with rhe recent 
ollloncoa Ia thot thoy redu<o tho blod oily 
to o subordinate 1totu s. II hot IHcome 
ob•lovo thai the price domonded by tloo10 
ollie• Ia tho obonclonmont ol mlliiOncy ond 
ond milllonl demondt. l'horeol worlholtho 
lobor bureoucrota ond 11bero1Jcsollfet 
wot ciei'N>ftstroted c.ondutlvely ot the 1964 
Or.moerotk Potty cottvenUon, ..,.,." rhe MI .. 
olNlppl FrH<Iom Domocrobdomondod lobo 
MCI1ed o• the only loyol clologoflooo fr-lhot 
JtcMe. The Negro.t' 'frienctt• put p..-euvre 
on them 10 copllvloM. Such o mp;tuloHon 
-lei hovo moon! tolling out and d01troy. 
I"Q the tnoll movement of N-aro.J In Mit · 
ollllppl, but lhotwoo 1ocondory 1o tho need 
of the labor t...rooucrolt and liborol•to play 
boll with Johnton. 

IN THE PIIESIOENnAI. compolgn !hot foJ. 
lowe<!, tho otteonp41 by tho ltb.fob• 1o high. 
pret~ure the Negro movement Into a tnoro
tor I u ft'l on clemon.trottona or.ti rnllltont 
octlvlly underlined the noturo of th• 
'alllan<O.' fo«ful that auclo octl•lly -ld 
crooto o w h llo baddoah In fovor ol Gold
woter, th ey tr'-<1 to ptetent o picture of 
happy Negrou <CNINnlod with thoir golna 
and moiling no further domondt on Whllo 
America. As we hove Jttn,, the morolorfum 
did nol prowonl o whlto bodlooh; II merely 
po ra..adod 11 lo vole lor Johnton. A roo I 
ollan<O woulcl hove fought lo< the Negro, '* lor ,._,_ AJ the l- It c.ovlcl hovo 
forced John- 10 ....... - con<odlona 
lo the Negro lnalood ol rnovlng to the 
riQhllo lncorporoto tho whl'- bocldooh. 



THE FACT THAT tho AFl.OO hot rtUI not 
cleonocl lh ilooiM ollnt.rnol d!tcrlmlnotlon 
and lh lolluro lo i19ht for tho low•IOnlorlty 
and unt~mployod war._,. (o lorvo porun· 
loge ol the Notro community lo In theN 
two OOtieeorles) rend.r1ll on even more clu
blout oily ot thlo time. 

8UT EVEN THIS is not tho worst oopo<t 
ol the present •olllonc• ' when we turn our 
gCRe on tho South. 

CONTRARY TO tho hopot ol rodkolo, the 
ilruggle In the South did not como about •• 
the result cJ o poor N.gro-poor wh1t• oi
IIOftCe. Tho South hoogone through o ropld 
trontformoHon olnce World War II. It lo ,_ 
more u~ban than rurol, If only by a few 
percentage points; whole o.reot ore now 
highly lnduttriolited.. 8 u t while economic 
power hoo shHted to the dHe1, poliHc:al 
P""'•r hoo logged behind and htndedtootoy 
1n the hands of small• town busll\eumen ond 
l""'Y"" ond plonlolion ownert In tl.e biCJck 
belt. The DomocraHc Party and the tloht 
leglllotvr·es ~,.. otmost e.-.cluslvely porlc 
barrel tnodlng pooll. When the tt.reol of 
a CIO orgonltlng drive receded, tl.e urban 
upper ond middle douta •ried to chong• 
"'•lr poiiHcol otatu1 from tt.ot aljunlor pori· 
nor Jor-urolond,moll fownln terest.s to senior 
portner. This wa• the ,.oson for the reop
po<lionmont light• In the bonder and more 
lnduotrlolotot.J. The >poorhead ol thlt fight 
WOI Ol"' olllonce of flnondo1, Cndu•trfol, and 
mermntilt inr.rttb plus tfte new, more t o.,._,,tkot.d, middle e:losses. 

THE NEGRO STRUGGLE c1 ,,. ·so. wo• 
concentrated in urban oreoa. S I ow 1 y on 
olllonco emerged botwoon tho Negro lood
erahlp ond the urban vPf)l'r dou•s~ For 
.. o..,plo, the 'pr<>Civil right.' Moyor of A~ 
lonlo (tt.o bonking center cl the Soutl.) I• 
tho fo<mer head ol tho Chamber ol eo ... 
merce, ond lhe Vke-Moyor' formerlY led 
the roolty lnteretll cl tho city. Tho pottern 
It duplicoted through much cl ihe develop
ed South. Sometlm01 tho coalition II oaoy: 
tOtneHm•• the butlneu LOmmunity Ito mo1t 
grudging 'oily.' The labor movomo"t I" the 
South ploy• virtuolly no role. 

THIS COAUnON hoo r01uhed In proclou• 
IIHio lor tho Negro. Tho polltkal oornplo><lon 
ol hls o1He1 range1 from conservative Re 
~~ to John tOn Oemocr"'. As 0 re.tult, 
alier ogonillng strugglea., the N-vro' J go!ns 
have been onty tol.n In moel o reot. 

THE GOAL OF !HE Southern white mode· 
f'Otel II rodo1 peooe. But the lmpoverished 
NegrO community ,eed1 a soc~al, economic. 
ond t"Odol revoh,;tron. The urbof'l whi .. up
per do1M1 will go only so for af\(1 no further. 
They t.nd to moderate tholrolroody-made<l 
goalt ln order loU.pthelrollles ln the rural 
.Jreot. The rural uppe r dan •• wont to 
modemiz.e al\d industrioli.te, 10 they ore be
ialnnlng to move toward tokenltm to ochieve 
socloA peoc.e. lu o ,.._.ult, the oppoaitioo 

to Negro demand• It 1hifflng from tho town 
bvtineat-oriented White Otite.nt CounciiJ 'o 
lower tovols ol tlto while population In tt.o 
torm ol the Klon. 

THE CHAMBER OF COMMEitCE will hard. 
ly odvcxote o program thot con make o 
dlllorencto In the dolly lllo cl tho overoge 
poor N19ro. In AUonto, fo rexompae, wh.re 
Negroes con vote more or len freely, 
until reuntly only o few aow voting ot o 
meaningful wov to chan9• their llve1. The 
cott Of the alliance to the Negro wot that 
the block community could nolbeoruonlzod. 
Any P'09'"''' ol Bloc .. Powor or ol rodic.ol 
etonomlc. demands would be Inconsistent 
with what could bo cajoled from the busines.s 
ond mlddle..clau grout» that dominate the 
olllonc.e.. 

WHERE THE NEGRO PEOPlE hovo bHn 
solidly orQOniz.ed Oh independent lines, a t 
In the Mlu lu lppl freedom Oemo<:.rolt Ottd 
tl.e Lownde-s County freedom Orqoniz.oti_on, 
their fo r rn e r wt.U• 'olllet• quickly dilop
peored from view. Phony olllonc:e-J cannot 
continue ... hen the real ospirotlona of the 
Negro ore put larword. 

IF THE PRESENT olllonco po~ern contlnueo, 
it moons the end of a ny possibility of dC· 
veloplng dooplyarootod Negro orgonbo
tiont In the South. Instead, a coollll0<1 will 
come Info being be.twaen whlte busineu 
ond th• ~o~pper lew•h of the Negro comn'H.I• 
nity. fhe gr·eot moss ot Negroes <will still 
bo ovt ln tho cold. 

THE REAl QUESTION lor the Negro mo•e· 
ment "' not, whether ort1ot to hove ollloi'ICJtl.. 
The qve-Jtion it, whol lUnd ol alliances. With 
whom, o.nd la-oord whol ench? 

BLACK POWER MEANS,Ifcorrlodthrough, 
the rupture of presentolllooc-esandcha•• 
In Notro toaderohip. Alliances beiween 
I or g e social grouping• ore no I broiNtn 
oltorply or In one doy. Sectlont oldoporHng 
ollles hong on ond Mt"ve os broke• on *'• 
movement. Moderate leodera hong on 01 

long 01 they oon, The publicity glvon them 
In the mon medlo give tf,•m the appear· 
once of Jtrength. They con ev•n gain tmaU 
sucrou~, bv oreuurlna their white cohorts 
to give o little ond oYett a more m111to:rtr 
leadership. Revolutions ore orousse-.1 thol 
0.••~ over Hme. lhey wone oncl WeD.. 

lt~t If tk pr ... nl aiUoncet dleapF 10r, wh• 
th.r slowly or rapkl·y, what~ CM\111 Mem 
ll .. ly? Or will the Notro movomontltoloto 
ibetf? Vtt.ere It the South, In Am•rko, 
con now -iol olllancet be forged1 

BLACK POWER DOES NOT preclude futuro 
olfionc... Tho Ideo thot It dooo orl••• lrom 
confutlon. If tho Notro community organ. 
lz•• u .. lf, future ollfes will hov• to reaped 
ill po-r. They will not be able to •ub. 
ordinate It to h ir own needs. But l'hit only 
means thot any tut.h a ll ian ce will b• 
genurne. 

IT IS O NLY in llberolmytl.otogy thotmoon
fng:ful alffanc:es occur on the bol~JJ of bro-. 
therly love. The best c:eme.nt for on aHtonc:e 
Is eommon inllrett. 

THE MOST fAR •. REACHING ond lntotrated 
aHionce that hot e'Yer Involved the Negro 
in the South was the PopuHtt Party. S. 
Vonn Wood...otd Of\d other hhtodans hove 
pointed to thit fact, olthough tt.o plobion 
Neur-e>-whltc felottonshlp wos It mpor or y 
ond sporadic. The Joinl effort thot occ~o~rred 
ol that time was the result ol o recognition 
of common inleretlfi by fwioteporoleorgoni· 
zoKont . A white lormen~ orgoniz.otion ond o 
black formera' orgoni1otlon come togeJher 
tn rhe Populist Partyoulofcommonneceuity 
and foft:ttd mutual respect .• The Southern 
poor white and the Negro 1oved each other 
no more then than now. lnn~grollot', to the 
ellr;tent that tt oc:currctd1 wos o side resuh; the 
mutual goo I wa.t economiC. t«fal, and pol H. 
leal odvone:emeni. 

SAMUEl lUBEll ho.t documented the pol· 
cern& ol Nogro and white -voting rn fhtt 
Sourh. He thows that, whll• Negroes and 
th" upper strata of thewh1te communltyvoto 
similarly on rO(.fol h.sues, on etooomtc 
i» uet the poor whites and Negroes tend to 
vore alike. We k11ow rhof hirtocic:olly there 
ore grf!'Ot c.lau divbions ln the<whiletommu
nity, d lvls I ont ti'lot hove ohen led to 
violence. We know that -ttroins 'till exbt
unemployme-nt, under-employment, and low 
woge le.,·idt appren the poor <whit• os 
well as the Negro. More over,thereftgrow. 
lng ruenlment omong poor while• taword 
the rodol polldes ol the white upper doss 
whose policy of token1sm oHects only 1he.m 
and not the big shot.. 

CAN THEOIFfERENCESbetweontheclou. 
01 In tho whit. community be crytlotlltod 
10 that o new olllonCJe Clan occur between 
ooW.orgonlzed poor blocb ond poor white•? 
Obviously, given the exiating rodolenmlty, 
no Qf\e con give ouut·oncea of thl.a. Bu 
there Of'e pouJbUitiet thot offer o way for· 
word. The white woricor and the while poor 
wtll not be orgonized on tt.e botll clfigM· 
lng lo< the rlghlt al Notrooo, but they oon 
be organized to fight for their own noedt. 

WHEN SNCC CAllS FOR whlto •tudonlt, 
•-lolly white ooulhorn ttudenlt, to orga
nize tt.e whlte poor, It polnh too nec01olty. 
Thlt In lhelf will be vootly dillkuh, but 
wlortunotely even mQf"e It nfteUQt"y. In 
the 1880• and '901, whllo ploblon1 lent a 
hand In helping to orgonl1e block groupo; 
tl\e r·evers.e 1-. now n•eded. Obvio.nly, 
rhit da.a not mean Mndtno Nes~ro orgont· 
a:ert lntowh1t.communittes, butltdoe• mean 
that Notro groupo ..!II hoveloodoptoporH. 
culor stance toword th• whHe und•r group. 
Thl• olonce ..!II be bvlh upon tho truth, tl.o 
way tl!o Not•• and white "oily IMI: 

I) 'The Notroeo you deopiM hove organized 
to fight for their needs. and or• winning 
tomothing .. Will tt.e poor white do the Jomo 
or h he a pt"rmanent pottyr 



2) 'Wo oron'o onxlout to 'lnlogrot.' Into block boll, tho ro It Ius need for olflot . 
the while c ... munlty. Wo wont tho rlghl Thoro oro lo-r to bo found, ovon poton
to go whore - pi- or t il whore wo tloUy, and In ony coso tho Negro I• not 
llko, but wo doft't lftlend to .......hour own In o minority. lut oo tho fight ooponclt, 01 

cornmvnlty to do I~ boao- we hovo our it """~ and 01 moro roclkol Ntgto force> 
prtdo. Wo will contlder tho ldoo ol ' ottl- - r the ScMIIorft dtfoo. they- o _. 
mllotlon' when willie movements worthy ol <-'- - · Thoro org...tnd block 
r......, oreroody to help utln ......,.......,,1'18 - r wll bo .., only In np onole block 

•ocloty.. ~~~~. but _..,.. -· within ""'" • 
fnolflullofto. 'Millo thoro will bo (Ofld ollould 

ntE NEGRO, IN PRESSING hlt demands, bo) blod. unlono llloo tho Moryland Froecloon 
will wldonthomand""-tt.otthooedomandt Union whore tho whtlw unions roluto oven 
hove mtoftll'lg for tho poor whllw oo woll. to orgonl1o monos of Negroot, tho10 ore 
For uamplo, tho South nood o moulvo pu- lmportont unlono with lorgoblouofNegroot 
bile -kl - dorn1. power plonh, hotpltolt, 
Khoolo, librorlot . Thuo would glvolob• to 
thoutond• of unoldllod ....dtoml·tldllodwor\. 
on, the bulk ol the Southom lobar force, 
b.,th block ond while. Notll>ot tho Fedorol 
or stote governme"h, controlled bv tM Two. 
Pori)' utobllthmont, oro likely tohoodth.,. 
de mand•; they will como through with the 
noodod bllllono only for the purpooo ol-. 

olroocly ln•ol•od. Hor·o tho orgonbotlon of 
block <aU<uMt moy eou.M companion wt He 
onet lo tprlng up. If tnfloHon continue•, tho 
pro11ure ,_ building up for Moro """'"Y 
om- blodt ond whiN workon could pt~ 
iuce oil o«t1 ol t lrugglo• ond oil torts of 
>lilonceo lntldo unlono. 

murder. lut In tho Negro community- and AN AI.TUNAT£ COURSE olevents - "'"'" 
por ....... In tho while - tho ldoo will .,.....0 JOdal bl: Hod and tho doohil'lg ol hopot 
thot pooplo hovo o right to o job ond o for ..... now olll-• - Ia P 01 'hlo. lkA 
docent -.. M the proMnl govomrnonl f It _., tho blome will r01l oo m..ch 
won't glvo It to tholft, they thovld •"""" wllh tho loll .. ro ol white ....licol. to brook 
111 h - !hot wll~ ono thai ... y thornNivot lrom tho old cooiiMonltl ofllonceo ond he lp 
control build o moveMent ol while worton fightll'lg 

for tholr need•, 0 1 II will with on ...,......,lie 
ALREADY A CHAioiGE lo toking plooo In tho 

noturo of Negro clemorodo. Tho oconomk 
program ottoclolod with lllod! Power h oflll 
••khy, bill 11 It boo...ll'lg more rodkol. 
SNCC It collll'lg for block cnodll unlono ond 
cooporoH••• OJ woll 01 lndopondont poll· 
"col porHoo, ond II I• ovldoftllo SNCC ond 
ovoryono oiM thai thlt h 8u1 tho bogln
nll'lg. 

MOVEMI: NTS EVOLVE In tho couno ol 
•""'elo. Gonorolly, o •• n woridne-<lou 
MOWei'Mntl ttal"t with Mllfil l dNt gooh... 
Thooe who wont to riM nalli<ollytrytolollow 
In other'• potl ... They _,the 10- lhingt 
othon hove. When ond M ~ loom that 
thoy _,ncMoltbocorno ...,..1 buol-or 
hovo two _, ond tho llloe, they ollhor 

loll awoy or build o - group -ad
_. ond -· rodlool woy• to .............. 
Mlvet. The Negro mo • smant from the 
boglnnll'lg rolled gonorol domond• for Jobt 
ond houolng. bill It no•or co ... ntrotod on 
o rocllcof -nomic program. For lhoto 
loocllng tho light ot tho Hmo, thlowoo ncM tho 
MOOt lmportont thll'lg. lui tho IICOne ohilts 
rodlc.lly oo tho need It loll to -'o doepor 
,_ ond _.,_, forc01. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE ol !hit for fvNre oil~ 
..,.. It thol tho de-ode olthoblockmov• 
_,t wiM llriloe _.chorda- willie 
... ,~.,. ... ,., ... ,. GAd~ theft 
4 ............. ,......., ,...... 

THEft IS $niL ........ , fodon In olmlng 

ot polltlcol - ·· tho Negro Will ina
lngiy need to orlont - · d tho dty, whore 
polllkol powor It -~rated. SNCC It 
hovlng Ill .,.., __ In thonmolblock 
bolt, bill tho vrboft fight tMII ,_,.,., In tho 

porvonlon ol tho conc.pt ol llloci Power. 

.t.Nn.WHOE FEELING ln thebiod.cornm.,. 
nlty to hardly crootod by tho tlogon of 
&lock Power. It Ia olroody thoro ond balling 
ovor. llod< Power -mpb 10 dtonnol tho 
rogo ond onorglo1 ol tho Negro -rnunlty 
In tho dlrodlon ol polilkol, oconomlc. Ofld 
-f goolo; lh oppoolle , , -· ...... pr~ 
g romlo11 rlolo. It ...U to i<on""'m riots 
Into rebolllont, oiMod nol al indltcriml
hotllllty ..... dlrectod .. .... • ltol• .. tho ,_.......,,_power tlrucNAI. Toogroal 

- · lito ,._llblllty for llloopio ontl
........,.lletwllhtho_,.,. .. d vllrighb 
1.-,.. who roiM hopot bill loll le dollver 
the good. bscaues oltl*r t•t: = dinathn tl 
.... --· to .... poltllcol .......... 
DeiiiOUO!k Porty and tho lib-lob cool-. 
...... odoltng to .......... ........ _ .... plr ......... 
tlon of on _.. ...... pooplo. 

THE BLACK POWER movamtu~r ts 
• t Ul in embryo1 n1any prO&nmt are 
advance~d In lu name, ranclns (rom a 
new and &~tnulnc bh~ck rad1caJilm to 
the conur"\laUv• notion of an artlR· 
cit Uy "u.nhed"black commun.ity. What 
l • exctttna about 8lae.k PCJwer h that 
lt prov•d••the b•• •• to' bulldi.na r. 
au_.• Nt>aro movement. mHiU.nt ~d 
lndcptnd._nt ot th~ Old Pobdca. U h 
•• to •ucc•ed, thl• new move.ment -.dU 
not only h• v• to break trom lhe white 
pa•-•r •trwc:ture, b~l f r om tho•• ••c
hons o r the b\ac~ tommu.nity wb.kh 
se rvt •• brokera tor the white eaub
lhhmcnt in th.e aheuu. The Bl.ad:. 
Power movement. hae lo bealn now t o 
buUd a.n •tternauve t o the old- l;;;;-Ne
l'o potllh:lan• like Adam C layton 
P c weU and WilHam Oaw•on. 

IT IS POS$1tllEthot ... IOr1oiMm~ 
Ibm now boll'lg odvoncod con botwlt~ lnto 
r eat tlonory forrwa. The moYeM.nt, ea.
podolly In tho Nor I h, could go down to 

clofeol. oblltoroted by tho orMod - · ol 
tho Whlto utobllthmtft~ It could ITavol the 
~ood oud ,..._, ol onii-Se"""""; II eo<~ld 
breoll Into .....,.1 ond worrll'lg frog_,b. 
Hillary ........ flO ll""ron- 01 todol pr~ 
gre.._ looouM lllock ,_ - bo por. 
•orted II no while onft.&tobllthMOnt ln•ur· 
aond•• develop 1o old tho Negro mov• 
ment, ptedMiy for thlt reoton n It euenKol 
lor rodlcolo 1o orion! toward 11. It It ovon 
moro euonHol for whiN rodlcolt lo ~om mil 
thomoelv01lo thobuildl"8olaworllfnil:<kw 
noovomenl willil'lg to fight for Ill rlghto,llo 
lnteretM, Itt humonlty, ogolnttilllq)lol,.ra, 
In o oodotv lhot I• 1-lngly dohumo
nldl'lg and borborlco lly opproulvo . 
~lion to llod Powor - whi<!I O"f'<OIMI 
otuch legiH-te neodt for o mou Hogro 
rno••"'""' - con only loocl to o Mlf·fullll-
11'18 pro,.Mcy for ... whl .... o r-ry 
race - tt.ot will d rown Negr- In blood. 
Such a -'oro will ond tho hope ol o .., .... 
lytle force to old In tho cr-on ol o _,. 
..,Wiollvo, truly hu....., -.y for wh;~e 
o• well blacL It b to that ond that - wei
..,_ ........... ol llloci ,_r bocouM It 
povot tho woy for potenllol now olllonceo 
to roplooo I h o • o tt.ot hovo homporod tho 
Negro movement. It 11 lo thot end that wo 
-!como while rocllcol ocMvity In holpll'lg 
lo build o movomont ol whllel lhot Hghto . 
lh O"f'loltoHon oo mllltondy 01 lho Negro 
mllltontllghto hlo. Ill• on tho booloond from 
ho - rlonco ol ouch •lrugglo• tt.ota noov• 
m.nt for o ,.w, trantformed Amerko con 

bobullt. ---------

..,sosc...._,..,._, 
by 

Sy londy ond Chatieo ~r 

SY 11 the Cholrmon ol the 
Now Yor• Independent So. 
doll•l Club, o <ontrlbutor to 
H•w PolltiCJ; ond a former 
commentator en WIAJ. 

CH.UUE lt oformo rdtolrmon 
ol Johns HOJ*Int SDS, o rn• 
bor ol tho ISC, andogr..o.
ollldonlln hl11ory .- lo.Wioy. 
He wot kwme,ly on the stall. 
ol tho loiHrnoro ElAPrrojoct, 
UJOIN. 
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