
same notes on education 

I have been thinking about this: Mrs. Hamer is more educated than I am. 
That is -- she knows more. 

But, r.ot if knowledge is a lot of different information, not if knowledge is 
exolaining that information in many different ways: exolaining in politically, 
or it terms of history. Not if knowledge means a lot of different facts in 
my head . 

Not if knowledge means being ready to get a job in the m~chine society. Not 
if knowledge is knowing abo~: t injustice, becuase I know ~ · hat, too. I know 
what is unjust. I know what to say in Atlantic City or t.Tashington. I know 
the things I feel and the words to speak. I know what evfry citizen deserves . 
I knQw what every human being~eserves. 

She knows too . But she knows something else. What does she know? 

She knows that she is good . 

If she didn't know that, she couldn't get up and sing the way she sings. She 
vouldn 1t saand there, with her head back and sing! She couldn't speak the way 
thaG she speaks and the way she speaks is this: she announce~! 

I do not announce. I apologize. 

I am a poet. I write very beautiful poems and many people love the peems. 
But a poem, and anything someone feels deeply, must be s po~en, announced. 
I give my poems to people and let them read the poems. I should stand up and 
anno~,ce the poems. A poem, in this revolution, is like an announcement; it 
is an announcement about truth and justice, hunger and cold, and about caring 
for people . 111}'e have to shout these · things. lrTe have to announce theml 

I car~ot announce. There is something inside me ••• and it is IN rather than 
MISSING FE~M MF . Something inside me that makes me hide in all kinds of ways. 

I am proud of the poems. I knoW that they are good. People who rea ·~ them say t 
they are good. I know it in myself. I trust the poems. I trust my mind wh:i ch, 
after all, produced the poems. If I did not trust the poems, I wouldn't give 
them to people to rea ·i . · 

BUT THERE IS SOMETHING V.JRONG. THERE IS S1MEMNG I DO NOT . TRUST. IN D TT 
MAKES ME HIDE. It makes me hide in a strange way. A physical wayl I sit in 
the corner instead of in the middle of the room. My hands shake. My throat 
closes up. My chest gets tight. Why? Why? ·wby? 

Becuase somehow I don't trust part of myself. I DON'T LIKF. PART OF MYSF.LF. 
That's why I hide it. Mrs. Hamer never hides. She knows more than I know. 
She SnO~B she is good . And somehow -- I think I am not good . I am not worth 
while. Even thought I have worthwhile things to say, even though somebody ask1 
me to say them, even though I am sick and tired of people being silent, sick 
and tired of injustice and suffering. 

I still ~annot announce. She can announce. I believe that is because she is 
not ashamed of herself, of her body, of her s trong voice, of anything about 
her. I believe she is not ashamed becaus.e she knows she is goodl BUT HOW Df"\FS 
SHE KNOW? Did she leann it in school? From SNCC? Or maybe it is that I 'know• 
somet hing . Maybe I was taught soemthing. MAYBE I WAS TAUGHT TffAT I WAS BAD. 



2 some notes on education 

I believe this self-hiding and apologizing is true of many people. Even when they 
have plenty to say, the words with which to say it, the sense of justice which 
demands that it be said, and the knowldege (intellectually) that they have the 
absolute right to say it. 

And I believe this ability to announce which Mrs. Hamer has - is part of what draT. 
the 'intellectual' to her. And I believe she knows more. She knows she is good. 

Not because Negroes are good. That is meaningless. Because human beings are good. 
More universal than race, and far more personal t han race ••• altho i1er strength in 
announcing ~s related to being Negro in some sense. For one thing, additional 
confidence stems from the presence of justice 'on our side', from t he history of 
victories nvw, from the determination to be free as Negro, from the fact that 
everything she tells is absolutely true. 

But -why ca.1 1t we all be announcers? We know the facts, and we nave the deter­
mination (or do· we) to be free. 

She knows. 
She knows she is good. 

How does she know? Did she learn it in school? Did she learn it from SNCC? 
Does she really know it? 

Or do we 'know' something else? Did we learn something else in the schools, and 
the cities and towns? 

Were we ta~t something she wasn't taught? Perhaps taught that we are badl 

The question is not now whether we are hung-up. · I think that is clear. We, staff. 
We, poets. We, Americans. We, intellectuals. 

I know that I am. And the question is not whether release is desirable. It 
certainly is. 1;f~J poems are only. hali' poems - aad I only half free. I want to be 
free. I ,want to announce these poems, because they are true and good and beauti­

ful ••• and I must 'kn~r' that I a~ also. 

The questions are - some of them anyway: 

Why Mrs. Hamer announces and I don't? 
Where did she learn this and I didn't? 
Is it learned? 
Or is its op~ osite learned? 
Is goodness a given? Badness a lesson? 
Why did she survive learning badness? 

What can we do? 

I believe goodness is given. Man is good. Children allowed to grow freely at home, 
freely in their society - freely, meaning naturally - do NOT learn shame. It does 
not matter that the sider society is telling them they are bad . It really does 
not matter as much as other things matter. If it did, then northern intellectual 
middle class Negroes would be less hung-up than Mississippi Negroes and, in their 
personal lives, I believe they are much more hung up, more apt to apologize, to 
be ~able to announce. Why? 

' ~e were born 'pood' - able to announce, to be phrsically f ree as f ar as physical 
slavery is psychological a·nd not plzy"sical (jails). 

If we are born 'good', then · •badness' is taught. Shame is learned. I learned it. 

Mrs. Hamer did not learn i t ~ spite of beinP, a Negro in t he Delta of Mississippi. 

It is learned somewhere else. The question is - where did I go that she did not 
go, learn what she did not learn - shame - so that, i n this sense, she knows more. 
She knows that she i s good. 

I went into ~ociety. I was there. And that is where I learned that I was bad. 
Bad: not racially inferior, not sociall y shameful, not gui lty as white southerner, 
not 'culturally deprived,' not unequal as woman ••• but Bad. 

Personal, separately, individually BAD. It had very little to do with racial guilt, 
just as Mrs. Hamer's personal 'goodness' has little to do with bei ng Negro. Race 
adds to, it does not cause this kind of personal -1 am good, !. am bad. 
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Society - the whole .thing. L-.hich wrks .· io .. incredibly well, so subtly, so 
totally that Jt·.- i:S ; ·almos~. J~ssjblei-.-to.-trace- :·ttre:.'oounse-.. ·.of learning badness~ 

. ·· .'-·: ! -:-: :' . '~ ,~··,- ~~ ' -r ~· · .· .. :.:. , ~-. _·_.-:=;; '· ·: ~ _.= ;-:::. ·:.:_..., _ .· . _·.··.·. · .. .. .. ·.· :.· . 
Each person has · to. di"g int·o hi's '·awn · ~lal -h'i:sto-cy:. ·We : can mere-ly· talk 
about some oi\ tnQ._ Jp.p.1;.}1tut,i,o-P.,S: ~lch. ,taught us ~arne - · some taught better 
than others _.hecaus.e._,__fhel(.:.c#t~ct~t.lS·:'firs.t., '"' ctt:'.at :the-=- most vulnerable time, 
or more- -sUbtly~ - - · · ' · :;: ,'"t._. ·:· · ··.· .-· · . · ·· · · ' ·- · 

Every instit~tlon .hqs wqrked witp ev~ry .. other instit:.ution to see ~at· we are 
completely·~:ttJJ~hed: ·t· :¥ ·. Q1Jrselves. ·!t.:does not· follow th,at replacwg these 
with nev. . ·i.~,tuti ~uions. · wi n ·pre-Vent ~·tfi~·s 'rec\ll"ring: qn instuti tiori Is, by : 
nature, ' un-:1atural. Selves are natural'; :COmmunity is natural. I .•on't want to . 

· 1-,alk about the necessity of instuti tions, because I just don't know whether that 
is so or not. I want to talk about some i.nstitut~ons which .helped tQ smash me. · · 

.r·.= 

the. f~1'l.f.:: · :: t~!ice it to ~;· · _ be6-fu$e- :MY. _lllotl1er_ .. <di? 'not :~c_eive ~nough --love 
and .w~. , a . so ~mashed by-: the time I _was borp,. sh~· -did not. g1ve . m~ ·enough. It 
is ~~- he.r _ fau~lt •. things happened-; '::-in - th~ famU,Y,: whi9!;l., taught shame. Little 
thing_s-,:· Uk~ •. not being -told where be1Pie~ c~e- fran and·· being made to feel 
'bad' .for. _e'Veri:- asking, like sa- fs.: hidden and· shamefu~,. 'it is shameful to .. run 
outside without clothes, it is twrongt to play with this chilq .and ~nstead Y.OU· 
must play with that child and, at age siz, you must stop playing with the 
cook·' s n ttle boy - he· is not. o~ly_ male, he .Js black/ .S!J: we ·grew, to use· a 
te!'!ll;~- ·fn. i .~ecm:i ty and .gu:i 1 t.. · . . . , · · . : . · · · · . . .. . .. . . ,.,_ . .. . . 

r- .• . . ~ - . . . • . , . .-. .• .~~ . ' ·. . . . ·. ~ 0 · - - •• 

the ·school: and . ~e ' tr~m}?le in -fear~ the first. dey •. ·~the public- 'school sys:te!ll 
in 1tnreri-c~ ·ts · s·o-·horrible, so &:..9k, so damaging that many _never recover. The 
first..P,~ttle is ::.beween t~he~.- and Ahild. Usually,. she is te~hi'ilg because 
she ~oeann·· havE; . an~ing; .€lse -t;.o ·qo: ·-einq .. is .. ~nd~ai.d·, uru;ler-r9:ted :, smastted. 
The c~i.ld must . pay for her .fr.ustr:atiphs ~ Sec~z»: battle ·is· be ween .c.onformi ty ' · · -
and c.re.ativJey . .. l;~' .i.s :for the· mos.t - part-~.- only. a . skirmish·. _Few ch·ildfen will 
ask cretive questions, or -act naturally, mO!'e ~a.r). _.,four or tlve times • . If 
you are bqred w-ith.'_reading-:DICK AND JANE . Qnd,.say so, o·r twist in your seat, 
or drop ~your · ~n9.l~ -.-~ you_•ve. had ·: tt. And.:- in _addition . to, sinashin~ your . nature, 
you learn v:ery ·soon s_ome.thin! iS.:~-~9: w.(th y6u, ,to ?Sk .. ~cb questions- in the - .. : · 
first .plac.e and.: confusion sets id@.confor#ty and. sh-cimt?~ · ft•s . one :ar th~ other. ·· 
~b ma~t~_r what' Yt>u.~i'eel; you must · ~;:_the .;_opposi~e · way --· aasumin!;J · you have 
the natural feel-ings .left-.: .. . .. .. : · · ·' ...... 

I used to- thr~ '~p ~in ~lass-~nce.- : •~ ,~~k •. ~· lllY b~other, . by. third .. g~ad~, · had .- ­
a severe stomach ulcer. He ~as seven_ ye~s. old. Of- C_oursel ~ we w~re not 
excaptionall 5 ·. ·: · · 

. . . . . .. .. .. 
• ~ • I ,' ' . ....... ~ ~ ~ . ' • . ' .- . . . ;; • • .~ ' . •. • • . ~ • ' 

the cliurct\:- ~s>·to ·'-exist · ooc-Bus~· of, an, ·!d~a. that.· .man .-is ~il. : and must atone 
for Uiiit eY.i.l~ ·And; ·tb,' c9P~in\ie . to_>exi~~-' · must d-j~-s~min?-te .. tbat · lc;i_ea~ ~- .. 

·."' ;. '· '"' - '~: ~ ,' .. ..... I.-·. ·,. . ... . .... : ; . : \ : ~ .: ; '• . :-'• . ~ : :.-:.::. .. • :-'. ':' t. ,.; •· '! -j~-...r "-."': 

The problem is --- · you cannot:··at'one •... Yo_u: w:ere. born. bad .• Th.at i~ : "orig~-~al sin" 
and no matter '·What you do, "yt?u ~ a ;Sinner •. ... ·,. ·· ~ , : . 

• '·r .;. I • ; ' 'i ' • • o- L ~ ' 4 • 

Even li tt.le babies· are ·s·inners·. : .· ... . --'_ · · -.,:>,, ~- : ... -· · - ·., • • -,- .-... -. . ) . . ~ . ··, . . . -.. ... . . :· . .. "':~~ ' .. . . .. . . .. . 

Irregardless of . the.,degree- of fu~a_nental~·sm1 every r~ligi an that::.I .e~~r · . .·. : · 
heard of, is based on some aspect o~ the doctrine of man'·s eveil ·nature .... : .:. · -:-..::.:: ·.~.:- · 
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4. Some notes on education, cont., 

For this reason, without pretending to be subtle, . the church is a fully .. 
accredited anti-h-uman, inhuman institution. It exists because man is bad. 

. . . . ----
I enter high school. I am almost finiShed. I have learned· to mistrust .: · · 
~ery single feeling I ha\Te, and to repress these feelings, and to act 
in the ClppOSite way •. So;· I · an guilty; repressed, and mcm or less schizOid • 

. · -:' - . .. . . . . .• :. . . . ·: ·.. ; i .: ·: ;. ,. . . 'j . 

I join clubs. Madk. ·grades. Go to college· · '!or' the .;flni"Shiri'g- 'toudie·s-·. arid ·. ·­
everything-.:;. is reinforced with the additional factor that now I am n ·narly · · · 
acing so ... ething 11worthwhile •11 

I am net worthwhile, but college· is - so! !"·give . it aU I~Te got~,":Ma;Yae ~ i~ ... _;: .. ... ·. 
wi 11 cc1 pensate for my badness. I 'emerge; I . crawl out, clutching _a diploma, ' . ·· 
a transL ript; a · strange ·accumulation· of mean.ingless data, a plac·c:r i_n society. · 

., . . . •. ' . .: : • : , r': · • . , ; i 
-. . 

I fit .exactly: - r was ~ade to fit. · . , . 

Sometimes :I · wiggle am stretch. I get smashed'. After all, the gnades and honors, · 
I am still•.guilty. Made to· feel shame. I · stop wiggling • . Or; _at best, finally, 
I outcast myself ~ but the self I outcast has its. s~ras,. I 1-n:'ite- (never announce: · 
I amcomplish (never live), I relate fneTer touch{, I am witty . .(not joyful) , and . 
freedom is a kind of liistorical''concept about people. and· governm.ents, unrelated 
to me. ;. · · · · . .- !·.J1·.· ·:· ~ -:\ ~ : · 

:; : ... ... ~. 

I DO IDT KNY I f..M NOT FREE'. . ;;-: 

And my fellowmen have ~o remate idea what _produces. ~~ir . concerrs and migraines, 
their ulcers and· sterilities, frigi4ities, and crack-ups ••• :am don•t"want· to -
know · · ·· · .·. . 

·-~ 

So we build bombs·. \ie· are'":t'airly confldent ·that; we aij·· urn~ ~ontrol, _ P\lt you 
can1 t ·be too su-re· about· the Russians. ·And, e-Ven about us, ·qc;wad~, .. SO . )We .· 

girdle ourselves with .HUAC-FBI~IO ~ nothing breaks fcirfh . ..... ~ich canr,t: 
be easily covered · again. · '· · · .. · .,. · 

. .. . . .... 

I learned I was bad ,"· that·· sometht"ng was.-_wrong_ -wttti _m~. once l te.~ly i"e.arned 
it, I l"eannect it' aTer arid we·r-. Having 'too mui:h stiame to · re~ the ·poe·ms, I 
do not r~ cd the poems = and the-'.:.·. I am ashame·d for nof ·re·ad i ng the poems and 
so it g(~es 'arid i .t is ' a "statement of mrraculous ·and" ·beaufiful riian_ . tha~ he has 
SU%'V'ived at alll. :· · : · · 

I was t .1ere. Mrs..' Hamer was: not there.·· Not· in; : And it fs- ver:y ~rente ·~at 
segrega: ion, in a very real sense, freed 'the Negro· from a society which 
enslaves the self. · 

Segrcgatio n; · separation, .. denia( of choice; feeli"ngs · of infereiority, hl:mger; ~ · 
poverty - are negative. To -keep someone "'Ziay from society is negative ••• 
BUr 1HE SCCiEIY IS tJ...$0 NEGATIVE. Society, in and of itself was a.OO is NO.I' 
desirable, lDiS and is ·; destructwe .. The ~igh~ t_o choose 'is desirabT~, and 
essential. ·· · 

I learned shame. Somehow, the shame was directly related . to mY: Phy-Sical self • 
• 

That is why I cannot announce. Reach out; t-.h,ich 'rs the aame thinQ' • 
. . 

. . -

·. ·'·. 



-:::---:=-:-::----::----=-----::--::--:--:;-:-;:;--:_~.:-:-:-:::------:;-~ ---:,-;-;~ '· - • " • . .., _ •• - ... , - ·- ~ ... o .. • - ' '* r A. - .. ... • .. - · - - •,I - - • . . ..... ~ o,•• .... • .. , • .,. -.1 • 

. ' :-. ": : ; 

• ' • .. : ' • '~,: ' o • !·.:, , o • .. ·: ~ • ; ~ :. ~ ! f : '.~ ~ ~t ~: ~; ; ;, • o • • .: r ~ 

Society - the whole thing. t-filctf .irorks so incredibly well, so subtly, so 
totally that it ·:rs :almost .·i:n.tpossibler· to., tr~~·;i¥1e oourse. of l~a.rning badness. 

i'r~ -~, .-+ :"\ ~~ .. ~: ::~; ... : .. _:· ': .. - ~~ ~·! .: : ... : ~·: ~· .-"! (" . . ; 'l C-:t ·· · · · ·· 
Each person:·has!-•tc·?.dig .:into.::hi,:t :' own 3.pe.~ia.l: hi-stoey; • . =We ·can~ merely talk 
about some of the institutions which taught us shame -- some taught better 
·than others be~~~.c-t.hex ~c~~~9 .-1;1S ' J'.irs1;., :·g~ .:;~t . ·:the : most ~pe·rabl~ -time, 

--or more· ·su.bt;l:y ..... ·.· · :-.. ' - ~ . · :....._ -~ ·· - ·t· • ' ' : · ' • · · • ~ . ; . . ~.. . . . . • , .. . ' · . • : . • .&.'.J-. . . ,..: · . . . .· . . . .· . "' . .,. - • · . . .. 

. ~ . ···.! . . . . ::·-

Every institution has worked with every other institution to see that we are 
completely. ~ash~9 -· .t ' ~ ~ ou~s,el~s., _It ·ddes not. :_fo,llo;w: --t~at replacing~ ;.i;hese 
with ~W. instut~tuion-s: . . wtl.l Pt~e~t :;t{lis recurring:, :aP- ~nstutition is.,;·. by 
natu~e~ ·:t$"'!natt1I'?L . Selves _-are na~'UI'al; commun.\_ty i·s! natural. I tlon1 t want to : 
l:.alk Qbou£ the necessity of instutitions, because I just don't know whether that 
is so ~r not. I want to talk about some instituti.ons._ which helped t o .smash me-. 

the .. fami ~f ,. l~f.iqe. it t.~ say,_ ·because-;-lro"--mother- did . not riceive· enough love 
and _w~ ,,~ _so ~rnas~d -by .-.t.h~:; .:tim_e- ~lias" Pot)fl,, she- did not giv_e_ me. enough. It 
is - ~~- ~~r ~ault. things ~appened.~--: ';in; ~e family, wtlich taught shame. -Lit:tle­
th!ngs- : li!•e. . no~ be.ing told ,_ whe~ hab_ies -~me froor and·· bei-ng_ made to f.€_el . 
'bad 1 . for. _even; .aski.ng., like s~ -is -hi,dden and ;Shamefuh·· it is ·shameful. tp run 
outside without clothes, it is 'Wrong'. to play wt'th ·this child and ·i.nstead you 
must play with that child and, at age six, you must stop playing with the 
cook·ts little boy - he is not on~y male, he !s black/ So· we grew,. t o use a:·· 
term, in ir.secm::i ty and guilt • 

... : = · ~ ~ [.: · · .~ - ~ ~ (: .. ·:; :· ... ~ :~ """= t : .·: ~ -- "" : : r · -: · .. :T .) ~ : .. ~ . :-.~ · ·: ~ -, . 
the school: _.and--we .. tre.mJ:l.l% . .in.J:~·ar. ~e fi~t; day. : ·ttle pt..¢ lie : ·sct,l-ool system_: ' 
in America-.. ~·s-so-·'fiottible, so ~ck, so damaging that inany never ·recover. The 
first battle is between teacher and &h!ld. Usually, she is teaching because 
she ~oetm't hav-e .. _ anything. ,el~- "t-9.- do· and: is- !lnderpaid; · unde;r-rat~d ;·. smash~d. 
The child .must pay for her;. frus-i;.ratipns. Sedo~ .. bati;.le is -beween conformity 
and ~re~tiv;.i~Yio:,· It. ,i~ ,fop ;the ·;._inost pai-t., only.· a s~i~is~.:~, .Few cni-l~ren will . 
ask cretive questions, or act naturally, m~e than four or_ five times •. If . : , 
you are bored with reading DICK AND JANE and s~ so, or tvist in your seat, . 
or drop your- p_e_npg! -: Y®~Ve, ha4~ ~t.. And _ oirr:. ~dit! pl,l _ ta~: s.mashing.:yo~ natur~., _ 
you learn very, ~~9ll · some!thin!·;+,~yro.pg . w.i th yt?U . .- to- ?Sk!:Su~ qve~~i_o~ _in the · 
first pl~e -~~t-co.nfusion· se_~·d·~, confomi-ty and shame~· It's? ~ne, .\ or;;~e other;,· 
No matt~r ~a:t,. .ypu· iee:~' : you. !11~-~-... act,: the r-_opposi te_ way -;, aasu.tHing · yO\l h,ave - ~ 
the natural feelings left. , t • ; . · · · 

I used to-:. tnrCJI!r· . up~ :in; cJ,p.ss-: o~~ -~ we.~lt. : An;!_my brother, ... l!ly·: thirp , grad~,.. - had :_. 
a severe stt?_ma,c;h ·~!c.~ .• ·. He w-as· sey~n- ye_ars . g;o. Of :CourseLiW ,lo{e~ were not _ 
exceptionall . r .. -

- ., 

the ch-urc_h:,' seem!t~ to-.exist bec,euse: of· an !dea._- that _: man is .evU· and must atone. 
for that evi .l.e.tAnd~···i _to-~ -cort:i~Y~'- _ to-'-ex·ist~,. nNst dis.seminate : tll~t )dea .. ::. - .. ·'. 

~i\··: ··: : . ~: . ?!···"f .,f :. : .- ~::~: ~ ' ;· ) >· ... -.~ · . :- _. t 04 ... ; _ r -~.-.... -;r ~ .: , :./.': .... ~ --::- - .-

The problem ~s, -~ ; .YQ:p-~ cannot .-atozt.e • .-. You were .. bort:l b~f .. :: :Th~t . i~ ·"origi-nal sin" 
and no matter what you do, you are a· sinner. · . • • • ·.- -1 

I' . 
• ' I 

Irregardless of ~e>d.eg~~e.> o.f . .-.fundapt~t:ttalism,- ?'(.ery ~~~~ion tt?.at .L.evef-:~· ;,- .. :: 
heard of, is based on some aspect of the doctrine of man's eveil nature·~ -~ --- · ~- - ·--· "=---~ 

' I 
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4. Scme notes on edueation, cont., 

For this reason, without pretending to be subtle, the church is a fully 
accredited anti-human, inhuman institution. It exists b<icaU5e man. is bac:f:. .. . .. 

I enter high sch~o1.I am almost .finished. I h~e learned to mistrust ·· · 
every single f eeling I have, and to repress these feelings, -and to . act · . 
in the 0pposite _wa~. So, I am gu~l~y,. repressed, and- maE o~ less schizoid • 

. ' . :. . . . . ' : .. . . . . ~ '··· - .. ;. ,- ~.. . . : ~: · .. 

I Join clubs;. Madk grades. Go to college · f~r - the f{nishing to-uches~--.··.· · ... 
everything-.:. is reinforced with the additional faetor that now-Tam· finally: :. 
SOing SO!llething "worthwhile." · .. .. . 

I am not worthwhile, but college .is - · sci.· ! .. give i .. ~ ~ll _I•-T-e got~ MC\Ybe7 ·it .. . 
wi 11 compensate for·· my· badness. I emerg~, I .-crawl ·aut, clutching· a diploma, 
a transcript, _a _ strange accumulation of me~ingless data, . a pl"~e · in soc-iety._ 

. . . 

I fit ·ex~tly •· I was made to fit • . 

Sometim<3 I wiggle arid stretch. I . ge~ smashed. ·After all ~e gnades and honors, 
I am still. ·guilty. Made to feel shame. I stop wiggling. ·er, at best, fin_ally, 
I outca•.t myself - but the self I outcast has its scras. I 1-1rite (never annoUrice: 
I amcoltll 'lish (never live), I relate (neYer touchl, I~ ~,tty . (not joyful), ·and 
freedom is a kind of liistoi'ical· concept. about people ·_ancl ·g-pvernments, unrelated 
to me. · -·. · ·. · . ·. ·. : · 

I DO IDT K?Ol I f.M NOT FREE. 

And my fellowmen have no remate idea what produces tlieir corx:erns arid n1ig'raines, 
their ulcers and sterilities, frigi4iti"es,· .and c.rack-ups ••• and donJt want to 
know · · ... 

~ ·., .. . ., .. , 

So we build bpmbs. We- are fairly COnfident that we are under control; but YoU 
can1 t be too · sure abo'it the Russians·. And, ~en about us, nowadays, so we · 
girdle ourselves · with HU.AC-FBI:.;.ciO ·and nothing br~aks for~ · : : ••• which cann 
b-e easily cC?vered again. ·. · · · · · 

. ·; . 
I learned I ·was .}:?ad , ·- mat· something was. wrong· w{th ni~. -. once I ee ·~ly learned·· 
it, -I leanned ·i t ·!iri'er: aM ever. Having too much Shame t6 read the ·poems, I ·.-·· 
do not reed ·the poems::aro the-'- I am ashamed for net. 'reading.' the poems and . 
so it goes and i t. . is· ~-~t-a.tement of" miraculous ~ and' beaufiful man . that. h.e has· . 
sUIVived at all!. · · · · 

I was there. Mts. Hamer was not · there. Not in. And lt is ·very 'ironic that 
segregation, hi a very real sense , freed:. the Negro ··from a . soc~ety which 
enslaves the s e:l.f. - ·· ·. : · . . : : -· · 

.... · .. -
Segregat"io n; separation, · denial of choice, f eelings of infereiori ty,· hunger, 
poverty- ara negative.· To keep someone li:Way ·from soc!~ty is negative •• ~· 
BUr 1HE scx:!EI'{ IS fJ,.SO NEGATIVE. Society, · in and of itself was ·:anj . is NOI' · ;:· 
desircible, liiiiS and is · dest~ttve. Th_e right to. choose is desirable, and 
essenti 31. · · · . · ·. · · ·· - · . · 

I learned shame. Somehow, the shame was directly related _to my physical sel£. 

That is why I c~t ann6unee; Reach out. ttlich is ·the aame thing~ 
••• : · -· # • •• • • •' .. 



·-· 
S. some notes on education, cont., 

Aro thc:c is wy we lack full power. That is -why the poe_ms are less than 
they r e ·;:lly are. nd the movement. And the staff. 

And that (lack of full power of selves due to shame) 1HJi.T IS HCW .AMERICJI. 
nas aest'royed what SN::C might have been. . . ~ .. . 

HUJ'.C did not need to come to Atlanta. Rll.l we had to do was to refuse to break 
out, to smash 'out, of what we had learned pt home, in s~hool, and in SNOC, 
the instutitionl 

.ANd that is tragic. 

The maintaining of SNCC for its~ sake, 'the creation of an ·instftution, 
the maintair?-ing of an institution, the party line,_ the values, the • 
isolation _· of e ach other, of non..oSNO::: people, the judgments.,. the conformity, 
the rigid refusal to burst · 

...... 
is because enough people in SNCC 
are afraid to be free 1 

I•· • 

Absolutely threatened by the pOssibility of becoming fr~e and that is why, 
enoug_h people in

1 
-~ prefer "revolution" ~ freedom •. 

. . · : . .: 

... 

We donrt want to be free. -We· am afratd ·to be- f1'ee. l-ie don•t i:Il.O\{ what it · 
m.eans t) be ·free._ It's almost unknown. We fear the unknown and, at the same 
time, ~.;c · have. an'·_iriklfng ' that':tre-edom- would ;be good. ~ . -

But we· are bad. ~ -. 

Freedo: would be fun. 

But we are· bad. · · ,. · 

We 8.rc a protestant culture. guil~.• tve are_. bad. tie do not seserve freedom . 
We nust atone. Be solemn, atone, Be somebody, clutch power. Be SNCC, hold 
.tight· ••• but · do not be fre·e. ; .:.:: ·_, .. · · · . ., 

.. J . ~. . - r -

SNCC is afraid to be free, . but the people o{ ·Miss-issi'ppi ·are not afraid to be 
fre~J 

· Aild Mrs~- Hamer..· knows more than-r. 

What else? The negative - being kept away from society - is strengthened . by 
positive elements: Negroes maintained a closeness with the earth (whihh is 
of course· ironic), with physical earth;:- a closeness- with each other in the 
sense of -community developed out of dependence, some of which is very desir­
able in spite of ,the •self-sufficiency ethic; a matriarchal sociey, which 
while it must not negate the man, will be proven to be a better and healthier 
structure; the strength of being poor. 

All of these have ambiguities. Obviously. And I have a poem l.Which goes ...... 
at the end: "poverty • • • nege.te$ t~e strength o£ .being poor" 

And another poem: ; 

j 
' t . 
l 

~ ~ 
/ 
I . ,. 

. . 
~ 



6. some notes on education, cont. 

' • 

~· 

.': ~ . . ·~·- .:: 

.. ; . :. : · . .~ ~ . . .. : ·.- r 

' . ... · .. ;: .... 

: J ~ • • \ ~. : 

when people-: dont have . anything 
they have community 

.... : . I>. •• . . • ·: . : ") 

I have walked alone '·' . 
and children ran 
to me .. _ . ·. L . • : • . 

... . :. . 

I have stood alone 
and feathers 
fell 

when· my•hartds. . ·· .. ·. 
were empty- . . . ; 
. .. . . : ~ ~ ... ,: ; .,.. ·• • • • r· ... . : . . 
they 
were 
nela' : ·: ·_r . -. • 4 • •• 

.. . 
' -

~ . . .. ~ 

. . .. 

Mrs. Hamer knows that she is good. Sle does not believe she is bad. 
!:he: ·is not ,·atraia to' · announce. · Sle ia ·not :afraid :to be ·free., Because 
mcme than anything elseL~~~~~:Y-_di~-.~~· -·ge.~ ;the: charK::~:. tO teacti .~er 
otherwise. "· · · -· ·--

"i .) ', : ' ' ~-:-:J. . ~ i ~ '. · · .. ~. ~ ... ..!rf.:) .LI"' · -'1.- . ... ~ •• • ' ., 

Finally , ··r pem.aps · knOw ~~~tttl·hg th~t· ·~~ · <i~es. ·.not k~. ~he fcict that 
I know ~hat she knows mere ; ·~is .:lo .amaw: .something , she 9oes ·.not know·. 

To staid up and sing is joy. To be aware of the self who st~s up and ... 
sings joyfully - is an additional joy. That's all. · 

: . 

To know justice and speak out is good and a joy. To k~; al~actY -What C~ 
said o ~ justice is good and a joy. But eo enjoy the clean pt'I?Se of .. Camus .is 
an additional.joy. That's all. 

• • • • • • • : . • ... . -~: ... ~ ~ • · 4 • , • • • : • • • :·:r.· .. ·. · .. ·.·.·: ,· . • . .c. ~ 
- - ~ >;!..:'' .. _.:·· ~ .. -. :_., .. ) ._:. .. ~ :::-: -: .: 

t·,.·:::_·:.J ·::-'.' 'i' ':.: ' · • . ·-. . . ~ .::: · ::.. ..... ·, ; :- : ::-:: J·.: • ·· .··: . .. : '; . . .:. ~-· .· 
We are good. To live is to experience that goe>Pne~ with o~ers and with . 
~itt~; .. ~?. be joyful, enJoy · · · 

' • ' , . , : - I • ,,,:,~ .. ~ ·~ • I : . , - : , : •,: t • ', ' J ; ', ~. ~ • ~-· - ' " '·t ' • • )' , , ... ~ •; • •• o o • " • .. •• 

J -- ••• ; 

The rgood' education should increase joy. 

The 'good• edu::ation should allow us to know we:- are good and .. others a.r€ good 
am earth and music are good ... because knOWledge of goodness is· an' additional 
Joys~ :_. ; : __ · ... · · ~ · .. ·.: .. :.,~ :: --- ': :.· .._ · .-= :r . .._·.: -r \..: :.:; . . ... !> . · . ·. ~ : -~ .... • • ___ ._ .. . ~ . _ 

r:_ •, .,. ,....:i: · ' •.;• .. 'u r .. r-. .. • -~ .. ~ ;. .. .,... -.. ..... . • • 

And we- ~~C: the,•ri~'ht :to~ ~: f~~~ ~ ~Fr.eedom . i~ -'good: aiXi~ we ieserve· it.: .. 
"" w~~- ,t~O:.- ~:.: ~; .. ;~~ ~_:::·.: ~.:~;:· . _· ·.~ .. -·- . :. :·o · .{ .. - .· -. . ,;:-; : .. ~ · " ·. .:.:' . . . ; -,- . 

: ....... .... • .. ·- ·: "':':::. ;~ ..1 .. .. :::: :- :: • ·- ~- . ·:: . , • .. .4 • .. - :. :- -

:; • , 1 1 ·~ ' :;-~ .,.-, : ._ :..... , .,.:, ' '•"':~I •, ~· , .. •, , • ._ : • •- - ~ . • ·· ~ ·.~ t . I • "'' 
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