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S. some notes on education, cont., 

Aro thc:c is wy we lack full power. That is -why the poe_ms are less than 
they r e ·;:lly are. nd the movement. And the staff. 

And that (lack of full power of selves due to shame) 1HJi.T IS HCW .AMERICJI. 
nas aest'royed what SN::C might have been. . . .. . 

HUJ'.C did not need to come to Atlanta. Rll.l we had to do was to refuse to break 
out, to smash 'out, of what we had learned pt home, in and in SNOC, 
the instutitionl 

.ANd that is tragic. 

The maintaining of SNCC for sake, 'the creation of an ·instftution, 
the maintair?-ing of an institution, the party line,_ the values, the • 
isolation _· of e ach other, of non..oSNO::: people, the judgments.,. the conformity, 
the rigid refusal to burst · 

...... 
is because enough people in SNCC 
are afraid to be free 1 

I•· • 

Absolutely threatened by the pOssibility of becoming and that is why, 
enoug_h people in

1 
prefer "revolution" freedom •. 

. . · : . .: 

... 

We donrt want to be free. -We· am afratd ·to be- f1'ee. l-ie don•t i:Il.O\{ what it · 
m.eans t) be ·free._ It's almost unknown. We fear the unknown and, at the same 
time, an'·_iriklfng ' that':tre-edom- would ;be good. . -

But we· are bad. -. 

Freedo: would be fun. 

But we are· bad. · · ,. · 

We 8.rc a protestant culture. tve are_. bad. tie do not seserve freedom . 
We nust atone. Be solemn, atone, Be somebody, clutch power. Be SNCC, hold 
.tight· ••• but · do not be fre·e. ; .:.:: ·_, .. · · · . ., 

.. J . - r -

SNCC is afraid to be free, . but the people o{ ·Miss-issi'ppi ·are not afraid to be 

· Aild Hamer..· knows more than-r. 

What else? The negative - being kept away from society - is strengthened . by 
positive elements: Negroes maintained a closeness with the earth (whihh is 
of course· ironic), with physical earth;:- a closeness- with each other in the 
sense of -community developed out of dependence, some of which is very desir
able in spite of ,the •self-sufficiency ethic; a matriarchal sociey, which 
while it must not negate the man, will be proven to be a better and healthier 
structure; the strength of being poor. 

All of these have ambiguities. Obviously. And I have a poem l.Which goes ...... 
at the end: "poverty • • • nege.te$ strength o£ .being poor" 

And another poem: ; 
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when people-: dont have . anything 
they have community 

.... : . I>. •• . . • ·: . : ") 

I have walked alone '·' . 
and children ran 
to me .. _ . ·. L . • : • . 

... . :. . 

I have stood alone 
and feathers 
fell 

when· my•hartds. . ·· .. ·. 
were empty- . . . ; 
. .. . . : ~ ~ ... ,: ; .,.. ·• • • • r· ... . : . . 
they 
were 
nela' : ·: ·_r . -. • 4 • •• 

.. . 
' -

~ . . .. ~ 
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Mrs. Hamer knows that she is good. Sle does not believe she is bad. 
!:he: ·is not ,·atraia to' · announce. · Sle ia ·not :afraid :to be ·free., Because 
mcme than anything elseL~~~~~:Y-_di~-.~~· -·ge.~ ;the: charK::~:. tO teacti .~er 
otherwise. "· · · -· ·--

"i .) ', : ' ' ~-:-:J. . ~ i ~ '. · · .. ~. ~ ... ..!rf.:) .LI"' · -'1.- . ... ~ •• • ' ., 

Finally , ··r pem.aps · knOw ~~~tttl·hg th~t· ·~~ · <i~es. ·.not k~. ~he fcict that 
I know ~hat she knows mere ; ·~is .:lo .amaw: .something , she 9oes ·.not know·. 

To staid up and sing is joy. To be aware of the self who st~s up and ... 
sings joyfully - is an additional joy. That's all. · 

: . 

To know justice and speak out is good and a joy. To k~; al~actY -What C~ 
said o ~ justice is good and a joy. But eo enjoy the clean pt'I?Se of .. Camus .is 
an additional.joy. That's all. 

• • • • • • • : . • ... . -~: ... ~ ~ • · 4 • , • • • : • • • :·:r.· .. ·. · .. ·.·.·: ,· . • . .c. ~ 
- - ~ >;!..:'' .. _.:·· ~ .. -. :_., .. ) ._:. .. ~ :::-: -: .: 

t·,.·:::_·:.J ·::-'.' 'i' ':.: ' · • . ·-. . . ~ .::: · ::.. ..... ·, ; :- : ::-:: J·.: • ·· .··: . .. : '; . . .:. ~-· .· 
We are good. To live is to experience that goe>Pne~ with o~ers and with . 
~itt~; .. ~?. be joyful, enJoy · · · 

' • ' , . , : - I • ,,,:,~ .. ~ ·~ • I : . , - : , : •,: t • ', ' J ; ', ~. ~ • ~-· - ' " '·t ' • • )' , , ... ~ •; • •• o o • " • .. •• 
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The rgood' education should increase joy. 

The 'good• edu::ation should allow us to know we:- are good and .. others a.r€ good 
am earth and music are good ... because knOWledge of goodness is· an' additional 
Joys~ :_. ; : __ · ... · · ~ · .. ·.: .. :.,~ :: --- ': :.· .._ · .-= :r . .._·.: -r \..: :.:; . . ... !> . · . ·. ~ : -~ .... • • ___ ._ .. . ~ . _ 

r:_ •, .,. ,....:i: · ' •.;• .. 'u r .. r-. .. • -~ .. ~ ;. .. .,... -.. ..... . • • 

And we- ~~C: the,•ri~'ht :to~ ~: f~~~ ~ ~Fr.eedom . i~ -'good: aiXi~ we ieserve· it.: .. 
"" w~~- ,t~O:.- ~:.: ~; .. ;~~ ~_:::·.: ~.:~;:· . _· ·.~ .. -·- . :. :·o · .{ .. - .· -. . ,;:-; : .. ~ · " ·. .:.:' . . . ; -,- . 
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