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CONSCIENCE AND CONFROiJTATtON: SOME PREl.tMlNARY FINDINGS 
0~1 SUMMEF CIVIL !U,GRIS VOLUNT££P.S, 19~5 

Few groups bave been diacusrlfed more widely or more heated,ly t'ban 

the yrolunteeT:s who have gi.ven t.hei.r time-·-and in aome cases tbeir 

lives-· to wetk i.n the civil -rtgh ts , movement tn tb:e Sou.tb. As vaog1.1.u::d 

q~embere of the cuTre.nt gene-ration of student activbts,. tbe.y ha-Y'a ~ 

·e.it.e.d. both l!hapsody and vilification. Tbeir ·c:lvU dilobedienca. their 

willlognes's to endure harassment; .an,d their position .as. Northern tn-

truders in Sou:th.ern soc-:lety have erouaed pusionat.e debate. Boman.t:te. 

figure.• in an. unromantic:: age ·•'re too often aaeeseed b·y •tereotype;sl 

. 
tb.at. r~st more upon fancy than fa:ct. Th.la paper seeks a C:Ol'Tecdve. 

It ts a preliminary report on: An empirical .s~udy of a lar~ 

nUinber of 8U111.11et' civil righ.u volunteers. It find~ 11111ny prevailing 

i.mag,Y off the: mark. :Certainly the;re is n.o support for view'ing the 

typical voluntee:r as a beatnik~ a COI'IIIWni.st, a college d'r:-op.- out, or a 

ment for him.elt' by wreaking hav:oc on oth1'1rs •. 

'Ibe da.ta . . alao compel qu.aliU .. ~t:t.on of' tWO lesa hyat:erical con-

cept"ions. Firat. both criti cs and dt!fehders tMtd to regard~ t::be volun-· 

however~ tha t civil r-fghta wo~keil'fl at"e 1nore l.ndepenclen . t'han rebel i ous .• -
While they do indeed ha.V:t!- a mc>ral m:iaa:ton &nd a need for contributio,g 

as individuab,. ne-ither requires t.hem t:o turn t.hei.r backa on their 

hmU ies,. tbeir educat:iona,. th.at..r high occupa-1:1onal aspiratio08 1 thei.r 

religion,. ot:' their cdtM\1 tment: ro democracy. A second cotmldn int arpre-

tat ion is also ·queati~ed; ban\ely ~ t hat: the voluntee~• a'r8 primal:'ily 
I 

dis iuctive in beitlg more liberal on racial ~natte.~a and more. coanitted 

to ·ei!i1il right s per .!.!.• An ex:ami na.tion of a, ·vid«r &Ample of No rthe-rn 

II~ 1 
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college students r ·eveels that a. high proportion were 'l!limilarly lib·e-ral 

and ccmmitte.d but chose, no t to partic ipate. Indeed voluntee.ra: may be 

less distinctive ia their views on c.ivil Tigh.ts th,a:1,1. they axe . 

in their conc&rn ove:r -o tb·ct iss·ues ra:nging from poverty to foxeign 

l'oUcy and capiLal punis:hmant.. H . i-s the swn of these hs~es tllat bas ] 

aroused theLr .;Qn§cieuce, bQ. t the c.ivil r.igl\u mQVe~e~t offe:r.s one ~f 

the fev -.av:a.il.able cha:nne.ls for pe.rso~l and c.onJtT\ICt:lV•e C()nfl:ontatl.O'P. 

Before turntne . to thea e resul t.s in lQQt:e de ta i 1 1 a werd b in o:rder 

about the data .. They derive: f:rom the q1uestionnaire responses of some 

litica1 Education (SC.OPE) ptoj'ect, the l.ugest aing.le civil r1ght.s ·-
projec t in th·~ South d1:.1r:ing the summe.r of 19·65, SCOPE is a prQgram of 

the Soul:-he'l'.n ~c~.ris dan Leadersb lp Conf etence that iovolved m9Ce t.ban 

~e·terQgrmeoua vohmt;e.e~s .. a .t le-ast som,e: of wbom would h.p.ve pre

J'ernd t l3 af.f'tli.a. t •e: wi tb other civil r~.ghts groups: that bad c.UJt. bac..k 

du·['ing thelr June oricn.tation session in .Atlanta, befPJ:.e. f~nning o·u to 

f_i eld locations ft:Qm Vi 11ginia tQ- AL-abama. ~ The qaes·tionnaire s.ough t 

information on the workers• bs.okgrounds:~~ their a t titudes on a bast of 

educa.tlonal, x:eligio'L;(s a.nd 'PQl1ti.cal issues • their perc.epdon~ of 

cLvil r t-ghts, .and t:heb: ~~ectatlons for . t he SUI!lm8.t: ahead. Many items 

"Were duprlicat.ed iJt a survey of th:e s~uden~ bo.dy at the Unilf~t'Sit:!J' o·f 

~nsc.onsin~ 1 
tbu:s affording. a measure of CQO!IPn:tiaon be rwe('!n the VJ.olun-

l1or~ importantly J< toh18' _u only the fit"& t of two qu.es rionnai res . -
adm1n.fs t:ered to the volun.ce.ers. The second is not _y.et analyzed but 

~u :tDiJ:iled in 1t.h_e t a ll ·a. f't:er most of tbe worker'~ had te t.u1:11ed from the. 

South. 'The objec li:ive o·f the se.coml qQ.es tionna f.re is to asseu the 



vohl1'1.t€u~rs 1 impact upon race rela ions in the Sbut b as well as to elt.• 

amina tbe imp&.ct of the SUll'llll:er experieoces on the volun·t~ers:.. The 

inAtru:ment focused upon attitude chang-e, percep tions of sueeess or 

failure in the project,. and the .ac tu.al occur:ren.ces th_a t co:mpo.sed the 

~x:parience.. It 'loolas administered not only to the earli.er SCOFE re-

spotrdeots 'but: also to four addi tiona.l groups, includ:ing workers with 

2 
COBB '(Congyess o'f RAeial 2qU4liey), Op.erat,icn Catc::b·Up (a Fed.e-ra.lly 

suppot' t ed remedial ed~ation progl'am in Pr-inc·e ~dward County, 

Virgin.iA.}, the Southern Tucb1;ng Prog~am (in wh1ch graduate' s tudent:.s 

faculty t~f Southern Nt>~gro iru·ti tut.ione), and the LaY S ~l!dents. foT 'Civil 

llights (involvina lav .studen 11J &aifi.inS exp~ertence- 1n South·er'O -civil 

ripte liti.gation) .• 

All of this vill ul.ti:mately provlde: tri.de:r compatisonti b(!!twe@>n 

types of vobmte&n IDld types of pTOjects. and anelys111 of ~hange.s . . 

backg·round of SCOPE V'olunte:ers, their motivat,ions., and their attitudes 

on tbe distdb.ution of re:apoil.ees to individual ~~eations,. Of c.;.ut":$e, 

order to examinee the in:teractJ>O<n. D'f various dimensions of the. ~al\II)• 

The pa,per compri~te• five maJor aections and iJ organ.i:t-ed ace:o·rding 

to the volunteers' ovn cb:E'onology., Flrst, we shall discuss th.eir back-

grounds and thei:l' ~:el.ationships wi th their pare~~ts-.. Sl!cond,. we shall 

turn to the volun'teer9'·1 t(ll~ in and teac tion to the·:l~ cotl.ege. OJL un1-

verstty'~ A ·tbi~d section ''!.'ill e:onsidle:r reltgt.o:n. St:ilt a f'our·th wl.ll 
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examine ideologic..al positions .ranging from ci,vil rights to nuclear 

war and Vietnam. Finally, the la:s t major section considers the volun

teeu 1 .actual hopes and fears for t he summer that l.~y ahead. 

Bac.ktp;ound Stat us .and Parental Relations 

Consider agarn the s :tereopty-p•ic vi,ion o·f t he civil idgbt:s 

worker as a rebel.. .A fi:u .t: di~.confirlD4tiolL il ~at. mos t of the volun

t eeu come fr0111 hermes and families that .rue $9-lld.l.y within t h.e :so~;ie~ tal 

mai.na.t.ream. 'Ih'e f .a.the.n of s001e two- thi..:r:ds of th~ volunceen have 

uppe..r ... middle-cL.a.ss ocetWati.ons (doctors, la:wyeJ"s 1 bll,S:inetts e:x:ecu t ives :1 

etc.) .and cotl.ege edueat.ions. The propo1: t ion :is the SP!e among stu

dent& geneY'a·lly at t he Uni.'lersity ·of Wts~nsin. the point is not lthae 

the volunt~ers are exclusively mi ddle or upper class o:r even, that they 

show p·ecul iarly high s ta'tua back.gTound..s ·compared to stu.der~ts ~t large. 

Bather th-e data sugrges t si.Inply ~hat. the voluntee·rs a:r:,e n.o· lower (c;~r 

highel:) tn 9t-atu.a tl:ta.o Wiacoosi.a students as a whq.le. 

Thi:s sbould. come· .819 no surprise since civil right-s work is not a 

paylog verrture. It t<end·s to ~·ecruit hesvUy f:r::om those wbo cao afford 

the: .l:nxney of .a salaey-l.as:s: s·urnmer. Some- 60% of tbe voluntee-r& re-

pol'ted that: t:he s-ummel' would :not :pose a financial hardship flnd would 

not affec·t tbei.r f'u.tu-re plan.s: fina.nc'ia.lly., On the other hand. i.il: is 

W'ell to bea-r i .n mind that" t:here were: abo those: who sacri..ficed in

ordinately f ,or tbe venture-. :Some. ll'l ind:t.cate.d. that the loss in. earn

in~S' would r::~a~ a dl"astie cha·nge in p la:nB fot: the yegr to came~ and 

301. indicated that they wo.uld ha.~re to take on ex:t-ra employment du:ring 

tbe 'comi.n_g· y1eat: t o pay f():r wba:c: they had planned to do. 'l'bus,. some 

did ~cl'ifice· firumci.ally, but: 10 for lllOst, this was t he.. least of their-



hardships .• 

And yet r.ebe lliousness may occur even among young adul t.s fr·om 

p:ri.vileged homes. They mny be sudei ted bj affluenc.e during a 1'wal' 

on poverty; 11 they may react again.& t tbe &1tifl ing dgma:nd& of auc.ceu 

it.self. Both s·uggest a de.nial of pa'ret'lta.l values and rupture~ family 
-

T&lations. At first glance.~ the ,volunte-ers S&ml!. •to fit ' the · mold since 

ma:ny felolel' volunt4U!i:U than. stud.e.nt:s reported that they felt- 11veey 

close11 to their pa.re:n.ts (32. P'er cent vs. 59 per cant). But furt:her 

hostility. TbA volunteera.r 11101t e~n response was that tlu~:y felt 

t•aomewhat cloa(!Jn to their parents (44 pel;' ee:nt.); only five pel' cent 

boa tile t.owards their p.are:n ts. .. ·. ~ .. .. .. 
Nor 'l[le're the.y l:'ebellin& •&ain• t . paren t.al wbhes: 'in becoming civ-il 

I 

one-half felt that 

their parti~ipatton wonld ac t ually enhance their relat!onahip vtth 

effeet.s.. Finally~ "Working aa a. c.ivU righta volunteer represented a 

rejecttop of paren.tal racial v-t~~a for only a &mall minodty; less than 

:th~ SCOPE 1-~orker:ii thQJI\Ielv.es,, 'Botb ~e. abo~u ftgu:res and oil . .:" coD..vercaa.

Uons with th~ volunteers aug~es t th<at most puents had mntltval.en1: faeU.nf:l& 

of pt:i4e and feat'.. Ihuy were pr·oud o~f their progeny r a par tic.ipa.tion~, 

but. frtghtaned of the jailipS:s·, . beat~&G, and kU~lings that bad be{!n 

the fate of pr,av-loua wor~n, especially ·t:bose wtt;,h ~be · heraildad 

l'l1ssbdppi C·O.FO project of 1964., ln ~he face of SIUC.b reaetions,. ma.ny 
' I 

~ 

v:olunteert we:t~e ah.o placed in .a q,uaodaey. SoQJe vi.e"hdraw :at the lut 



minute eit:h.e-c to 1:ernaio at bom.e or t:o join a safer proj.ect in a aafer 

area . l'hose who pt:n:si.sted in t:heir commitment did eo with a mi.xt\1Te 

of filial compassion a.nd d.ete.rmination,. This again reinforces our 

i.nterpreta.tion of the volunteerB as independent rather than rebellious. 

Finally. i,t ie worth noting that this independence can be partially 

explained in vexy mundane teDDS. Al.t.hou,gh tho SCOPE workers bad about 

the same p·roportlon of tcal·e:s and females as the l>Jisconsin student body~ . .. 
the volunteers bad a 1110dsl · age some tT.~~"o· ')-ears older than lt1isc.ons'iu 

underg1'aduates. I1any the.n were olde·r wen they embarked, and perhaps 

all ~are to age beyond t~eir jH'!a:rs in .the months ta com~ . 

As tallt of the depet'-aoulizatton of higher ' educau·on crescendos. . . . 
·' -we mtgh~ ~~e~t to find the volunteets alienAted from academia and in 

thf! foref'tont of those vho withdraw· from the univeuU:y to engage 
• 

the real bsues of the real W'orld _. · In fact, .some 42 per cent of the 

s tudent- volun'teers did find tha t tl:i!·eil' collega was itt l~a.st: somewhat 

li 
del>e'rsonalized. on tl'i.·e other h:and,. further data suggest. . that 

education. and the university xoetain 'major impol'tanea fn their li.ves . 

Less tlUln ftve per cent ott'e 11d·rop-()ut:.:&n lol'hO 1:uni@ intl:irrup·ted their 
' ' . 

I ' 

·, 

are "B+ or A students. Fully 7.'3 per c•ent plan pose-graduate study, and 

·3.1 per cent: ~:ipire t'o the Ph. D.. In ·each of tbcse re·s-pac ts t'he vol·un- ~ 
·, { 

te.c.rs ~en~ .st.rott.ger and tllQl:..iLa.ueeessful a.cliiie.mic orientations than 

lndeed7 Sl pe't' e.e:nt of the volunteers . 
regard themselves as ·t :ntell'eetuah compared to only 63 p<tr e'ent of the 

student sample. 
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Dut commitment to education lll8-Y meQ less than Olle• a v;l~ of 
···-

what ~dueation is a_nd s hould be. O.ere tbe diffeJ;"ences betwe.e'Q t he 

vol:untee.-s and the Wisconsin undergraduates arc evcm greate-r. We asked 

noth t o select on~ of eight s.t.ate111en t s represen t ing t he main purpose 

of a college education. 1he moa t popula·r responses fell int o t wo main 

clus.ters, t he firs t emphasi.zing educa t:ion .aa :It foun t of valu,es and 

social aervice--''he.lp «1e'11el·o.p meanings and values fo·r my life*'' and 

ttpreparing myself t o serve others and remedy major .social problems":..-

ana the second emphasizing t::ne developmen t of more prac t ical occupa-

t:ional skills or t he t!Cl}uisi ~ion of • d~gre@ as an ~nd in ir.&elf •. 

pa-.:ed to only 19 per cen t o:f the .s tuden t s lllho opt C!d ,o.verw1Telrni ngly fo:r 

r:be lat:t,er. Clearly h e volunt"~ers are morce impatient~ lfith ao edua.a-

tion ::hat f ails to plumb ei t:her their own depth& or soc iet;' 1 ·B .probleJnoS. 

This may account f o1: thf!,ir .g~:e·a. t-er 'tend-ency t o major in the .sooial 

in generel~cb.oose dal:'eers as bus inessmen , la"\Ji}'etSJ phys i cians, anglneerst 

and,. of eouTse~ ··~'lotlsewiv-e·s. tl 'The .ct:vi.l. right• volun t eers: prefe-r in .. ] 

.s t e.ad the Toles of prof ~eH;o:r •. social worker, od c let'gym.&n. £if,e &av 

'WO fi.nd a. consis tent fin.C!:ing th.at: t h-ey are slightly more lU~e-ly :o have 

deeided on a futtl.re career. Only eight por c~nt: o£ the s t.ud.ent s in-

somewhat older t h.an t he s t udent:& a.a was seEm abo"e· ln. fact., • •all 
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summer's exper;ie~ce itseLf. . Impres8ioai&tic evid~nc::e suggests. tbat 

the eXperience Will C4U$.e a change in t:he Career planl' of many more. 

It may even g.f.f~c t their orienta rlon 't o educa.tion. so as to make tb.e 

t'etuni:ng voluntee:rs •even more diver,g.ent from tbelr cla.ssma.tes. 

A.thcb t or tn tness? !he Rel i.gion of the Volunteer 

the region h::~ Vit:_g_in:i.a , to Ala~ has s.:hared tw() labels in the. 

"Bla.c.k hl t: 11 and the ' '.Bi~le Belt. 11 Thos.e who seek tg sid the f o t"'JJe+ 

az:e oU.en vic t:u-ize.d by t~e latter. Southern wb-i.te nhurches- have nard

ly been, in the fo•efron.t- ?·f int.egc"ration.. ~eed~ many of their p,a

rishioners have. c.aUe.d upon th.e.i,r most d.amn.in.s allegat ion. iu chaxging 

c..i.vU ir:Lgb,ts volunteers ~lth et.be;(,.am. 5 Like many s ~e~·eo types r tbi$. one 

haa. ,a pinch of truth., L1.ke ~11 ster'ito types • U: l~lude~ a doU.q:p of 

£aota~ .. 

It is t'I'Uet- f-or examp·le-, that :SCOPE v9l\Inte:ers a.J;e mQJ:e apt ta 

claim no· religious. affil:iation than Wiseonsin unde.rgraduate.s (33 pe~: 

ce:nt versos 14 pez: ceno). It is ,also t.rue that the volunteen have a 

greater proportion wh.o never att:end cbu:z:cb serv:i_ce.s than do the stu

dents (49 per centt Yera1U.S 17 p~[' cent ,. although another 21 per ~ent of 

the !8 tu.rlent.~ l:'eport tba.t: they f'bardly eves: at tend. 11
) .. 

On. the other hand~ .there is ~yid.e.nce s1.1gges ting a cont rary ;i.n tet'

pratat.io,u. Both g~c:;mps wer.e asked. to p1ck among several atat~ts 

representing concep.ti~;~ns of God. The most t::radi:tio.nally re.ligio:us 

response ( 111 have fa;l..~h in GQd as a per_so,n who is concerned about me 

aod a;n . mas:dd,nd acd to whom I am accountable 11
) ,a t'"'rac e.d 34 per cent 

of the WiacQns·in stud~ts and 30 per cent of the volunteer,s t s u'['pris ing

ly little di:fference. 
6 

M.oreJ)ver,. when both groups w~re asked whether 

they had experienced t.ncl:'eaeed or decreased religious influence during 



tl:\e l&st tev ye.a:rs, 39 per cent .of th~ volunte.era, cited an lncrea:.&.e· but 

only 27 per .c.ent: of the student sample. Finally, it appe;ars that: the 

SCOPE Volunteen had more contact with tbe •C·&mp'WI minist.:ry. Some 58 ·per 

c·ent of t:hc V·olunteet:s reported ao:me C·onta.ct wi1th a campus religious 

group, but only 36 per cent of the s~ud@Bts. Al:moat one-third of the 

volunte~n i.:ndtcate-d llllOd~rate or high inYOlvemen.t: in a eampu.a religiow. 

group, but l 'eu than a ten.th of Yhconsiltl. :&tud.ent:a. Indeed,, some 28 

pe1: cen.t of the volunteers., cited theu e~us el·ot'~ aa .a positive 

influen.ce in their dectsion to part.ic.i"Pate in. the Ci:vil Rigbu Move-

7 ment . 

The eum of th.usc findings suggo.s u two pou ible i.a tarpt'otatione .• 

Firat~ the volunteers ,a .rn :far from 'homogeneous i:n their t:eU.gi.on., and. 

may harbor tvo quite dist.inct camps. Many a.re at. least ag,no& t:ic:S and 

volved ln both religion-a doctrine and the church., viewing theif' partici-

pat:.lon in th.a Movement .at.s,, in pa.1:t.1 . a rellgi•oua ·witness. 

5ubse.quent nn.alysh. Many volunteers ma.y shy away from a fonna.l 

a or ~esvect fo~ religious doctrine, reli.g lous e 'tbic.s and. the rlreU.glouSI 

radieais" in campus: minlstri.ea t'h.at are often fa'E' ·more lt\\'olved th.raa 

their· pa:r·en~ ebu.xches · i .a social change and fermentation. Some slight 

con£ irmation J'Pf this dia tine tlon ~rgea .f 'rom the .fotlwing two atti.-
r 

tudinal lt:ems. "Ytrst:, both ~groups w'et:e asked. th.eir reactl.ou eo· the-

deal wlth poU.tic.a.l and. economic problems tn r ·C>ligious taims •. n .. Sur-
' .. 

prtsingly; 25 per cent of the vol.I.Dlteers: re:pot't theu 'sb:ong- d-itJ~gf."E:e·-

a, h ;_ · · ... 1 >:II £ b. ment wlt. tnla s tat~t 81EI oppoaeu. to on: y l J per c·e:nt:' a t: .e 
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Wis-consi n s tudent s. It appears that f ·or many volunt ee rs r religion 

c.oaq be qui t e relevan t when i t is made t o con£ron t aucb pro~lems di rect

l y. The point is, bow-ever, that s uch con.fron ta.t ion i s fel t to be r .are. 

'l'trus-, '64 pet: cen t o f the volw teers a.s well a s 63 p er cent of- the s tu-

dent.s concur wi t h the following.: " ! often .f ind myaelf i o agreement 
-I 

with iCel:i.gi.ou.s doc_t ril_l-e but O~Jpose-d t o the po'li c 1e.s of chu~!i;,t_l~s and 

mi~i.ateta. 11 .. 
.. 

Clearly t.he rel :tgious dat a. demand f ul: ther and mGre rigol';'ous 

an.a1ysl.s .• - $u t i n tb•e. meant ime it is j us t as clear that t.he volunt eers 

a.re 'by no maans exelusi.\lely a t heisti c. However,. j us t as they are 1n 

the vang1J&rd of s t udent ac t·ivls ts~ pe·rhaps many ar.e a l so i n t he vanguard. 

·o f young parishioners. D:t.ey ma-y point 'to f ar-r-eaching changes in bo t h 

the University and the CJI~h s f.nc e only a r evised c;;hurch can pr ovide 

t bem \i!'tth a meani ngf ul religious i denti ty. They ~DaY als-6 tncl ude t .h()se 

wbGse reli-gion brooks no i,nsti t u t!,cmal t rappings and. persists i nd i vi dual-

ly and independent ly. 

A.t t 1 1£:ude$ on Raci al and Political I ssues 

Surel~ a. prime. source ·of che dis t inc.·ti\'eness of the ci'lil :rights 

volunt eer i a hi .s posi .tton on tbe raci al issue itself . Or i s it1 

Cert a i nly the voluncee.r i s mor.e d·edi eat e.-d to c i vil r ights than 'Q!.QS t 

Americans, bu t i s h'ia position much diff eren t f"tom the v i ews of a large 

pool o f Northe-rn .s uden t:s lilho ·ch.ose no 't t.o pa:rt:icipat e? While the da t a 

measure more the oootent than the depth o£ convi c i on ,. t bey BU$8es t 

t hat volunt-ee-r& may no be as d i s tinct ive on thi s m..tter as we migh t 

s uspect:. Mos t Wis.c::onsi n a tudent:a,. indeed mos t nor t hern s t tJde:nts,. f avor 

raci.al\ equality. :Note than t ow: i n five of th.e s tudent sample t>die·ve. 
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chat the federal government sh o·uld intervene on behal:f of t he Negro 

in the South. Almos t 70 per cent in4f:.ca ted their basic sympathy wit.h 

civil d gh t s volun teers who work ih tbe South,. and this desp ite t he 
. ~ 

nega tive s tereotype~ that ba\Te pen.etrate.d t h e campus as "'ell as 

society at large. ln fact, fully 20 per cent of tb'e studcmca tndica.t ·ed 

.,. 

Uoi\teralcy o£ Wts.con.sJLo alone might have provi ded a phalanx of wor'k• 

et:a a;a large a$ th·e tot al number that ae·t:ua.lly ·did par t icf.:pate during 

the S!I!IIIIDe.r ,of 1965. A. titu.d.es on c:: t vU l'1ght.s t hus provid.e no magical 

key t ·O· t be ~puzzle of tbe vol unteers• nto t1v ttons. 

'Bu.t note that there are ot:h.et' political cUffer€m.cas be:tween the 

volunteers e:nd students that: may be ·more lflignifieant. These i nvolve 

issues apa.~et from race relations: and are sug:gec.s ted by the following 

d i vergenc ies be t1t1een S.COPE part ici pan t s an.d the· t<JiB:comd n s t udent 

sample: o·v,et two.- thirds ' of the vol:unte~n fe:I t s trongl:t that a larger 

propo·rti on of t he federal budget i!lh.ould. b~ devot:ed to pover ey, medical 
·. 

care, ~duca tion, etc .~ but less t1ian 30 p·er cent of t.:be gtudentB ; 

&l:mofi·t. half t:b~. volunteerra &t.rongly agteed t hat wn shou ld con.t:inue t o 

give economic aid t o dt!t'el oping areas as compared to only one· fHth of 
I 

t be s: t:ud~nts ; almost: 60 per cent o f tbe volunteers st-rongl y a greed tha t 

t he United States. &h.ould ~try to in.iti.ate nego tiations i n V1:i.~: ·trtam 'l.i'li!rsus 

less than 20 per cent of the s t uden ta; f:inaUy ~ almos t h.df of t he 

wo:rket'S: fel t that 'there is a ·t l l'!as t .a f · f ty-fif ty chance o f a nuclear 
•r I 

war in the nex t ·ten years but just ov~Y one- t hird of the s.t denu. It 

" is in t his h1:oade~ pol:i tical area t hat: worke-rg @mt!rge as moat dis tine dve 
.. 

w:hen c:omparad to their c:.ampua colleagues . Reca l l too tHat we fll('e com ... 
I 'l 

., 
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pari:ng the workers to s tudent s a :t tb.e Unive}:'d ty of .Wisconsin; d-

though only a tiny minortty of th.ese student-s are politically a~iva 

on the left~ Wisconsin stud·ents in teneral are apt to be ~Jome:wtun mo-r.e 

liheral t:.han students on other campuses represented by the volunteers. 

lto'W then. can we 1nt.erpre11: t.hese findings? At first glance they 

B,iV•e SUCCOT to t be popular cfmage of t he \l'Olun tl:!!e re; as extremist.· agi.ta-

tors. A second glance is mor-e aobering. On most af the above issues :t 

t helr position 1a U.ttle le.f t of the stated policies of t he Johnson 
' t· - .. : 

.Adtninis:t ra.tion and its: :punuit af the Gl!'eat Society.. Fully 61 p~r cent 

are c:onf tdent that the current p01l i tical s~s tem Ls competent to cope 

auccessfully with the problem of discrimination. Indeed. almos·t 60 

per cent of those ·report.inQ political ptr·eferem:e claim t o be liberal 

Democrats; some are independ,ents o·r &epubli·e&Ds and, while other,& dub 
' ' 

cent of t:h.·t! volunteers a.gree stro1;1.gly wi th 
1
t_he current ·m-axim o,f th@ 

l .gft. that ''American Cultm:e ts sick and ·rnov ·ng ~lo~.S: the Toad to 

destruc1 ton. 11 Clearly t::bese. are no r; in the main radical rev.ol u tiopacries 

who d.emand a wholesale political and social upheaval. Uote~ hcmever ~ 

tha't the voluntee't'a a"t'e .!!2!.!: c 'ouc.eroed about ~ probl ems and in a 

more le.f t -"Wing di rec ion than .are mos members ·Of t.'hc studen t sample. 

All of t:hl;fl suggests thJi,t for many vol~.m •teers 'th.e ~eci.sion t o join 

t he civil ri,gh.ts movemnnt was motivated as mucb bf a ccrn·cern over non-

racial issue~ .as it was by a commitment to civil r:~g~ ts pe:r -!S· Put 

anottle·E way,. although problans. of nucleAr wa:r, foreign policy~ and do-

mes.t:ic poverty may vex the volun t eers as much as r-ac.e relations. i t is 

only in the area of race that one can en t~r tb
1
c. ~ray with conseC'uence. 

The civil r ights movement offe:t:.B the rewards o mounting .s ucce&sj. it 

recrui s '-lithou't r ·esa:rd t ,o bure;.a cl.'a.tic s tandards An~. ped igree; a nd its 



opera tionl5 in the Sou th are sufficiently remov·ed from home t o increase 

the adven ture and brand i 't; ~s more distinctive. ln e real sense) the:n) 

t he civil Tights movemen t offers a. struct-ured poli [ical ident ity to 

tho~e $tho are polit1.;ally concerned. 

To some th1s may seem f ar-f,etched. Fort unately t:here is support: .. 

lng evt.dence. He u ked the volu:nte'~n the- f ollolili ng q~e&tion: "Let's 

assume: that: this aummeT 1 s projec t i:s only cme among many p·ro j ects 1 all 

devoted to qui t·e. d ifferent problems but wt.th the same od.d& agatnslt 

8U¢Cefls &11<1 the fiame p!lrsonal ri&ka. HO\Il would you evaluate projec ts 

fo r each ,of t he fol101.1'ing goals in ~comparison with th i s· a\lmrner ' s 

. 
campaign? '' Some 83 per cent felt that ~ prog~am for wodd nuclear 

. 
d i sarmament would be .lflt leas t u impor t ant u . the civil rights project; 

83 per cent al9o ranked t he reduc tion o:f pove-rty througfl pol:i.tical 

action u a t: least as i mpor tan t; 76 per eent .had a simil&'r" reac tion 

to a ·projec t seeking to .end t.ne war in Vietnam~ and even 36 pe.r CQnt. 

f e lt that a proj ec t to end c.apital puni shmen t w:ould be as brporta.nt 

a,a SCOPE. Thh i & no t t o dm:mgrade t.be volunteers 1 co:mmit:ment to' 

civil righ t s. Ra.ther l t 18 to· s ugges t tbe full range· of issues t.bat 

bad ar·ouaed t heir .e,on sci en,ces and p rovoked their po.r ticipa t:i.on. 

A.nxie tie·s and Expec tations f or . t he Summe't' Itself 

So f.a.r ge have deal t prim.erily w.ith. b.ec:'kgrouod e.nd mo.ti:vat t._onal 

.factors~ gi.vtng li c t 1.e eraphu.is to pr ior ~ctvil ris,ht.s aa tl~Ttty or ex-

pee t ation..B for the sUJDJDe't' experi e ttc e 1 tael f. Elu t what we.s t:ne mood of 

1:he volun tee:r,s? What was the!r pre11ious elvil r i:gbts ·pactieip,& ion?. 

What did t hey !ear and- what did they hope to a~comp,li.ah '1 
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were na.rdly vet·e.rans o ·f the Sou thern civil rights battle. It is true 

that 76 per ·cent had par lcipated i.n ci.vil rights, activity of some 

so·rt in the i.'lor-th, but "a c:.ttvity' 1 may mean & single instance of fund 

raising~ cLrculating a petition or participation in a demonstration. 

Only 24 ·pet: cent had prior experience with c iv U r ight s ac t:1vt ty in 

tbe South, bu.t agai.n this a.c tivi ty was seldm~~ the so:tt that provokes 

perso11.al risks. Indeed, the South itself wa.s alien t o 1110s t of the 

volunteers. 
I 

S'ome 40 per cent had never even visited the South• 
I 

another 26 per cent had s:pent tot•l ti:me of less than one month. in 

the Saut.h; only l3 peT cant 'had lived in the S'Outb for more than 

ten years. And note that the que.stionnai.re defined the South as in~ 

,.· ~ludi.n.s; Maryland, Virginia, and Texas ~ tht-e·e states tn whicb it is 

qu.i t e possible t o livti! •nd visit without di~ectly eJS,perie:ncin.g hard-

Partly because of this i.ne.xpe.rienc(!~ many volunteers; had daub t s 

. ( . 
about their capacity to serve safely and effec t ively.. While 89 per 

cent were at least somewh.at: c.oufident. .'of their abi.lity to a.djust to 

- ' .. . . -
poor ~iving eondi. t iona m the l'legro cOD!Junities ~ 36 per cent had 

doub t s. about wo~kin.g effectively ui.th moderate white S.c>uthern~:u; 

38 pe1: ce:ut wet:e concerned abo\l t their ability t ·o teach nmotivated 

Sot~therD. U.egro youths; and 40 per cent had doubt s a bout convinc ing 

- '1 
ele!e.dy Negroes that Lhe:Y s ·hould register to vote. Finally, we asked 

the ~1o::dcera their reacti·ocs to tlle foUcming statement : •~'Ihe selection 

process f-or d:.t's B\.lmltler•·a program. me-ans that tbo~e of us who are here 

are the best poa.ai.ble people for t his particuar job. 111 F-ully 77 per 

cent di&at'treed with the statemen't, and since few had become acquainted 

wi rh their eolleagu,cs by this time" tb.is is more &. commcm tary upon 
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their own a-elf-es t ima·r-es and se:lf:..d-oob ts. 

Uor ve;re these doubt s and fe.a~s groundlet~s ~ a~t t h e volunt eers 

were soon t o learn from the or1ent a.·tton i t self. l hn· the~ wh.1t.eR do 

lulve the ki.nds of prohlene· that t:he volun"'teezos were antlcipatin.g •. 

Fools d·o. indeed r ush in where angels fear to t reaCI--.&Ad foole ar:e 

.. 
n u:n:oe would be- violenc·e,_ andr 92. pet: ee.nt an. ' 1Q£.pa.t ed it i.n aome f arm. 

ln fa.ct., 33 pe_r; ee.n t expact.a.d a t le.a.a t lome purf!OBeful killing s aa i.n 

the 1964 casea of Goodman,. Cban.ery and Sehw.ernsr and ao many Heg1:oea 

. 
F'ea.r then was g,atural and cona t ruat i.ve. Bu!: fea1: also requires 

allaying mech anisms. In th.is c:atae, a pl:'imc mec:bo~~ni~JD~ involved an 

enoDQous fai.!!h in the movemen-t. and i _t;a philoaopb.y.. :Fa~:tna fear mua't 

I ' . 
be j"tJStified and orie primazy jue·t ification i -a t o coqvcince oneself 

~hat: the a.c t 1on. will have poai t ivef even spectacular eonseq:uences~ 

lb.ua ,, t be volunteexa· were &1:1Ded with a st-rong £a1tb i n non-violence,. 

a. s ttrong fai-::h i n lO:h:e Sout hern · .cg-ro &-ad hia: e&ser.nes,s for tbe p.l:'ojec t , 

a a t rona fai th in t he sumner'1 a chances of produci ng a poli t ica.lly 

moment.oua chango in Southern pcUtica ,, and a s t rang faitb i:P p%oducing 

mo-re than tol~:en in:"'eg'ta t:icn io the Bou~b during the next few y·e-4¥"ill. 

e suspect t ha t much o.f .. bis fai !b hae been er~ed b}l' t he f 't'u:e t rations 

of ! he ex:pe:r!enc e i taelf ; me~ile., 1 •. \o1as imp o-r nt i.:n euatai:n.i.n,g 

people who were movin.g i .p..to a d. tua on. t.bat waa bot h fot'ti~ ,.nd. 

frlgbte.ning. Many went!ed dest~erately t o believe ~bat tbc~ oould no-t 

'&:ion. of .hypocrisy bu .. Tcather & commen t ary on tbe coudi ·~ und.eT wieb 

pe!o-ple .ar(! willing, t o ant.icipa::e s t rea.& and perseve'J:e reg•rdlcs.- . Por 

persevere. they did. 
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A Concluding. Note 

Since t:hb is. a prel lmina'E'y repo'E' ·t~ 1t may be mo:re app·rop1:·iate 

to end ~ith a. revie'W of ite qualificat.icns than a list of ·i:ts p'E'i·ncl-

ple findings. 1bus:t the pape:t: repot"U only t he results .of the first 

o:f t1ilo questionnaires and only fo'E' ~:espond~U in o:ne of fiv.e chril 

r-igbta groups in th~ la.rgel' study-; The findings ar;e based sol.el:y 

upon the res.ponses to single questiotu~ ·~ns tead of tbe inte.rrela tiona 

among ques ttons.. Th:roughou t th-ere ay.q ins tance:e ill Yh ieh ve seem to 

·c.hara"eter:be all SCOPE v'Olu.ntens on tb.e bQ.dS of a mere :majori"cy. 

It l8 aUfieult: to &l!lllfeU tne dominant ~(l,pects ·Of any group without 

H0pef1:1lly t:he data prov~de :c;e~d ~ater fOT hot head,. And yet 

sotl'le vo1untee'E's do indeed c.onfo~ _to t'lle n,epti.v,e ste.re_o~es of 

th&tr oeuact~'E'& t wile 0 thus. belie the .favo:ra.ble 8 tereotypes of 

i.n; their peraoruU co~-trc t. As ou.r impressions .s'ugg.e,e-c .and alll ou~ re

search. on the Stilmi.:Det> should indicat e., aome of the worke:~:s w~»:e mh-

fits even among their c.o""Worke:n:. Looal pro,jet;.ts ba.d ourt'bu.tsts ,o.f 

inevi t.a.b1e amoog people confined for t en weeks in t:be same small tQWQ 

tnde.e:d, conaidera.tiom.1 o! the volunteers• a.ctual Southern. e:Jq>er·-

i ences lead to the pape-r '' e final thought. Mu~h that was u ·ue of the 

vohmtee:n be:for;e tbey went: i••mto the field" may ba'YV chan~ed as a re• 
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the data.. eollec ted after the &UDIII'Ler vas over~ we ca.n end wt th two 

quo t:ations .that suage8t two quite: different sorts of impact. 'l'hese 

e.&l'T)' no ~rantee ·of re:p"tesent.ativenes~, but they are app-ropriate 

in pointing to future altalysis a.nd in provi.diQg a. denouemen t i.n. the 

words of volunteers ra;t her t han, in the jargon. of pr:ofeesors t 

I loved my entire summer in tbe South. It was often 
tt"\!.strating, but then eome~.tng nice Yould happen (one 
o'f my adult pupils woul:d suddenly really unde:rs ta.ndl 
what l w~e t.eacbioo~;) and thing,• would be great aga.in. 
I met ttie first man I've ever known vitb my hapee, 
d-.:'~ and ideals. Or.te O·f t:he lliBjor re.sults of the 
summer f or me w.as a. di sgust wi tob the · ~rtc.a.n soc.:lial 

.natem. Clothes .• and money, and edi.Jcation, and good 
looka40 -ugb! I met too many people who la.cked aU ebe:ae 
things bu-t who wet"e absolutely wonderful to e:ve.r ~i.nk 
mat erial th lngs are illlpO'r'ta.nt again. 1 wU 1 a1ways be 
wi.l..li~g to fight t:hem and meke real value~:~ realb:ed. 

I 1m afraid the summeT aor t of con tdbuted negat.ively 
towa.rd mY intere• t in civU rights. I am less ent11used. 
le:•s hopej:ul,. Sometime:• I :feel that the summer• s 
experience contributed to my ·increasing tnte~est in 
violi.Q. playing by ~ing '!lie .feel te.s:s convineed of any 
possible pe.nonal effect..i.venese in civil ·tigbt:s. 'lhi.s 
is an e:Qgge'tation, b·u.t 'I 'have alwa.y,a felt tbat IDtls:Lc. 
and ciyU ri,gll ts ~onflie t in. tbat: eacb demanb full-
time work if you really 1"b·elieve" in the;rn. t;ow I can 
le.au toward music &till · s ometb Lng ·Gbviously more acb ie\rable. 
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FOOTNO'!ES 

1. The survey of WLsconsi~ students is p~incipally concerned wicb 

student Involvement in and reactions to the campus ~inLstry. TOe 

reseuch has been condu~u:d by ~eth Lutter;mo.n and N. J. 

Demerath 1II under the aegis of ~he Danfoxth Study of Camputi minis

tdes directed by Kenneth Ond<i!1."110od- ln what followJi ue llill be 

re.porting resulcs from a cro10s- sec lienal s.ampl~ ·of Wis<;onsin s t.udencs. 

HDYever, l ·7£ ~111 not be reporting responses from t.ht> stratcbic 

s-amples of religious groups on tbe l71sconsin campus, nor will we 

include rlara not yet analy~cd from some five otb~r campus~s that 

are Quite different: from t<lisconsin , 

2. A few CORE workers also r€sponded to the fiys~ questionnair~. How

ever1 these data have not yet b~en analyzed. Df cou~se 1 it would 

have be.an ideal to include all five civil rights programs in botb 

questionnai1::es , bu~: pr.oblens of access mad<:!! t.his impossible. While 

s t:rict pan l effects are available for only a limited portion of 

the sample1 rh~re arQ orhcr ~ays of a&a~ssing chang~ tba~ will be 

utili~ed for the remainder . 

3 . Note that the daqa on par~nt6 are subject to two qualificat1ons. 

First, th~y perta~n only to li~lng par~nts. Seeond. they are ~he 

~oolod result of two separat~ responses for the volunteer's father 

and mother . Subs~quent analyQfs w111 e~amine tne d{ff~rences be

tween fa then and motb.ers. Here the di"ergenc: ie,$ w4lrl! not consider

ef! s iani.f ica nt enough for inc lus i.cn. 

4. It 1s difficult to eval uate this fLndin~ Ln AtLict termg since tbe 

volunteers repreAcnted many different ~c:hools~ somo large and some 

s~ll. some of acknowled3ed quality and some less so. It may be 
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thac: the percentage repor ting depe.rsona.lill!la.tion is srunet>Jhat higher 

among those attendin~ large utdver.si ties .. 'J'hi.a is tb~ so-.:t of 

interrelationship that at~ait's more detailed analysis. Fically~ r-he 

data on bigha-r education .d<!l not inelude t:b-e responses of a 'Vel:')' small 

group of SCOPE volunte-ers uho are still high school students or have 

o"the~dse neve'l: be-en to college . 

5. At'OOI·I:b·e:t: -element of the negati:ve. ste:re~t.ype in. ~y easeB invoLves. 

the pu.tativ.e Judai.sm o·f the voluhtee:rs. Here ag.a:i n th.e ·da t.a 
l 

affbrd rebutt.a] :since the proportion o-f Ja"\\f.s among SCOPE ~or..ke:rs 

(U -pe.r •C.e.fl t) .i..s le<~>s tb:&n. in the Wiscons-in .s.am-pLa (2.0 fHH." cent)~ 

Sou thetn cttns ti-a:n .Leadership Canfere.:ru:o ~ On the o tb.er b.a:nd, note 

th&t SCOPE included a number of volunte~tcfl who ldould have pr:efened 

6. U: may be of interest to r !]port the raults of the campus. su:rv-Qy 

in g:rea.tGr det.ail on this it-om. Samples wer e dra.wn ft:om sevent~~n 

separate r eligiou.s groups at. the University of "t;Jisconsin. 'I'b(!: fr-e .. 

que.nc.y ot s ttie tly orthodox Q.Oncep tiona of God -rat'lged with wid~-

among :the Southern :Ba.p t..is ts. As noted above, the gene.ra l s. tu.dc.nt 

ond of the continuum. 

7 . One of the pecul iari ti.e.s of many campus minis t c-rs r pas tora tcs is 

'tha t they are ofum more attracted to the dheuuion& and ac:.1ti.vities 

of non-mem:be:r s of t heir .gt'oups tba·n to th.ose o.f their pa.rt:ic.u.lar 

uc:harges. ' ' Indeed, m&oy volunte-ers who c:i l:e an involvement ln 

c:a:mpus re 1 igion ind lca.te that their i nvolvement is: more l ·: i th tbe 



documentation em tha radical qual1 ty of the campus minister (if 

not the campus par:l,sbtone:r) se~; Phillip E. ~l'ld and .R,obert E. 

Mitchell. "Segmentatio-n of Radicali&m-· tbe Ca.se Q{ the Protestant 

Calllpu:s Minta ter:, .. Amat:ican Jou.ma 1 of Soc:iologv, LXXI· {Serrtemb~, 1965), 

pp" 1:33 .. 45. 

8. Note that this 16 the first of many items to be repor1:ed in which 

an!i}leJ's ~~ on -.a 6-point- ;;ca1e fro.m s--ttong agreemen.~ to s U'oOng 

d iflag.-re~ent. In gaueral we will discu&.s ·ei tber t,he proportion .at 

the wct.r<unee BI th.e total ·~1n:-es.stng agrBl!me.nt; or dlsag:£eeme:nt of 

what:ever degree. Of ceu.rse:; .scaling procedure~~. vUl ulti:mate-ly 

enabl•e... us to ;weiigh.t di.Lfm::ant posltions of the continuum in a more 

s ophitU:icated fashion: according to interrelations with o·ther simi· 

:Lar items . 
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